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I N T R O D U C T l O N. 


T he di/lrefs of prifoners, of which there are few 
who#have not fome iinperfedt idea, came more im- 
mediately under my notice when I was Sheriff of 
the county of Bedford ^ ; and the circumftance which ex- 
cited me to activity in their behalf was, the feeing fome, 
who by the verdidt of juries were declared not guilty fome, 
on whom the grand Jury did not find fuch an appearance of 
guilt as fubjedled them to trial ; and fome, whofe profecutors 
did not appear againft them ; after having be^n confined 
for months, dragged back to gaol, and locked up again 
till they fliould pay f undry J'ves to tJie gaoler, the clerk of 
afllze, &c. 
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In order to redrefs this hardfliip, I aj^lied to the juftices 
of the county for a falary to the gaoler in lieu of his fees. 
The bench were properly affedted with the grievance, and 
willing to grf^it the relief defired : but they wanted a pre- 
cedent for ch'arging the county with the expence. I there- 
fore rode into feveral neighbouring counties in fearch of a 
precedent; butT foon learned that the fame injuftice was 
pradlifed in them ; af»d looking into the prifons, I beheld 
fcenes of calamity, which I grew daily more and more anxi- 
ous t6 alleviate. In order therefore to gain a more pcrfedl 
knowledge of the particulars and extent of it, by various and 
accurate obfervation, I vifited moft of the County-Gaols in 
England. 

SEEING in two. ©r three of them fome poor creatures 
whofe afpedt was liiagularly deplorable, and afking the caufe 
of it, I was anfweced, “ they were lately brought from the 
Bridewells." This ftarted a freih fubjedt of inquiry. I re- 
Iblved to infpcdt the Bridewells : and for that purpofe I tra- 
velled again into the counties where I had been; and, indeed, 
into all the reft ; , examining Houjes of CorreHionf City and 
*Town-Gaols^ I beheld in many of them, as well as in the 
County-Gaols, a complication of didrefs : but my attention 
was principally fixed by the gaol-fever, and the fntall-pox‘, 
which I faw prevailing to the deftrudlion of multitudes, not 
only oi fslons in their dungeons, but of debtors alfo. 


The 
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The gaol-fever is no new fubjedt of complaint. I remem- 
ber Stowe, in his Stftvey . fpeaking of the Kings-Bencb 
Prifottt fays, that in the lix years preceding the year 1579, 
an hundred prifoners died there : and twelve*’ betvfeen Mi- 
chaelmafs and March of the lall-m‘entioned year, ** through 

C' 

a certain contagion called the Jicknefs of the houfe f and I 

« 

ihall prefently have occalion, among the fatal effedts of this 
diftemper propagated from prifons, arfd infedling many a- 
broad, to mention an ancient inftance of that fort alfo. 
Thele effedls are now fo notorious, that what terrifies moft 
of us from looking into prifonsyi is the gaol-diftemper fo 
frequent in them. 


Upon this fubje< 5 h I was examined in the Houfe of Com- 
mons in March 1774} when I had the honour of their 
thanks. Soon after that, Mr. Popham, Member for Taun- 
ton, repeated the humane attempt which had mifearried a 
few years before j and brought in a bill for the relief of pri- 
foners who fhould be acquitted, refpediing their jiees j and 
another bill for preferving the health of prifoners, and, pre- 
venting the gaol-diflemper. They both pafied that fefilions. 
By thofe adts, the tear was wiped from many an eye ; and 
the legiflature had for them ** the blejjing of many that were 
ready to perijh," 


• Vol. II. p. 18. 

^ 2 


The 
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The great honour done me by the Houfe has excited the 
curiolity of fome to inquire whut fad:s' I had colle<5ted. This 
is one reafon of the prefent publication; but it is not the 
orrly, nbr tlw principal one. There are dill remaining 
many diforders that ought to be rectified : prifoners fuffer 
great hardfhips, from which I am delirous to fet them free : 
the gaol-fe’ver is not, as I am perfuaded it may be, totally 
eradicated. Thefe ^re my motives for printing this book. 
I think it will dicw plainly, that much is yet to be done 
for the regulation of prifons j and I am not without hope, 
that the prefent Parliament will finidi what was fo laudably 
begun by the laft. 

I WAS called to the firfl part of my taik by my office. 
To the purfuit of it I was p^rompted by the forrows of the 
fufferers, and love to my country. The work grew upon 
me infenfibly. I could not enjoy my eafe and leifure in the 
negledl of an opportunity offered me by Providence of at- 
tempting the relief of the milerable. The attention of Par- 
liament to the fubjedl, led me to conclude that fome addi- 
tional labour w®uld not be Iqft ; and I extended my plan. 
The difficulty I found in fearching out evidence of fraud 
and cruelty in various articles, together with other fburces 
of diftrefs, obliged me to repeat my vifits, and travePover 
the kingdom more than once i and after all, I fufped: that 
many frauds have been concealed from me ; and that fome- 
times t)ie intereft of my informants prevailed over their ve- 
racity. 
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racity, Bclidesi as I had in my firft journey;? gathered, from 
fadts and experience, proofs of* the mifchievous effedts of the 
want of cleanlincfs and frefli air, I had in my latter vifits 
thefe ftrong argurtiehts to enforce my perfualiotis j and, iii 
confequence, fome gaolers grew at laft more mindful and 
complying, for the fake not only of their prisoners, but of 
themfelves and their own families. 

It was not, I own, without fome apprehenfions of <}an- 
ger, when I firll vidted the prifons 5 and I guarded my- 
felf by fmelling to vinegar, while *1 was in tliofe places, 
and changing my apparel afterwards. This I did conftantly 
and carefully when I began ; bui^ by degrees I grew Icfs 
cautious : not only bccaufe ufe abated the force of noxious 
impreffions upon* me, but alfo on account of the alteration 
made in fome gaols by the adt for preferring the health of 
prifoners. A perfon may now look into many a prifon with- 
out gaining an idea of the condition it was in a few years 
ago. I with the reformation to be not for the prefent only, 
but lafting. If the motive for amendment has any where 
been merely temporary, there is no doubt but’ the effedl will 
ceafe with the caufe : thofe who from fuch inducement have 
obeyed, will in future follow the example of others who 
have difregarded the law ; and prifons that have been a- 
mended will relapfe into their former date. 


As 
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As to what is.ftill wrong, I fet down matter of fa<5l: with- 
out amplification j which would in *the end rather impede 
than promote the obje<Sl of my wifhes j that is, the correc- 
tion of what 'is really amifs. 

f 

The joumips were not undertaken for the traveller’s 
amufement and the colledtions are not publilhed for ge- 
neral entertainment*; but for the perufal of thofe who have 
it in their power to give redrefs to the fufferers. 

The writer begs hisf reader to excufe the frequent ego- 
tifms ; which he did not know how to avoid, without uling 
circumlocutions that might have been more difgufting. 


SECTION 



SECTION I. 

GENERAL VIEW OF DISTrp.ESS 

I 

IN prisons! 


T here are prifons, into which whoever looks 
will, at firft light of the peddle confined there, be 
coiwinced, that there is Ibme great error in the 
management of fhem : the fallow meagre countenances de- 
clare, without words, that they are very milerable ; many 
who went In healthy, are in a few months changed to ema- 
ciated dejected objects. Some are feen pining under difeafes, 
** Jick and in prijbn j ” expiring on the floors, in loathfome 
cells, of peftilential fevers, and the confluent fmall-pox : 
victims, I mull not fay to the cruelty, but I>will lay to the 
inattention, of Iheriffs, and gentlemen in the comtnililon of 
the peace. 

The caufe of this dillrefs is, that many prilbns are 
fcantily fupplied, and fome almoll totally unprovided with 
tjic neceflaries of life. 


THERE 
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THERE are feveral Bridewells (to begin with them) in 
which prifoners have no aUowancb of food at all. In 
fome, the keeper farms what little is allowed them : and 
where “he ^engages to fupply each prifoner with one or 
two pennyworth of bread a daj’; I have known this flirunk 
to half, fometimes lefs than half the quantity, cut or 
broken from his own loaf. 

It will perhaps be alked, does not their work maintain 
them ? for every one knows that thofe offenders are com- 
mitted to hard labour. The anfwer to that queflion, though 
true, will hardly be believed. There are very few Bridewells 
in which any work is‘ do^e, or can be done. The prifoners 
have neither tools, nor materials of any kind ^ but fpend 
their time in lloth, profanenefs and debauchery, to a degree 
which, in fome of thofe houfes that I have feen, is ejt- 
tremcly Ihocking. 

Some keepers of thefe houfes, who have reprefented to 
the magiftratcs the wants of their prifoners, and defired for 
them necelfary food, have been lilenced with thefe in- 
confiderale words. Let them work or Jtarve. When thofe 
gentlemen know the former is impofllble, do they not 
by that fentence, inevitably doom poor creatures ‘ to the 
latter ? . 

I HAVE afked fome keepers, fince the late adl for preferr- 
ing 
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ing the health of prifoners, why no care is taken of their 
tick : and have been* anfwered, that the magiftrates tell 
them the aSi does not extend to Bridewells *. 

In confequence of this, ^t the 'quarter feflions you fee 
prifoners, covered (hardly covered) with rags ; almoft fa-* 
mithed j and lick of difeafes, which the dilcliarged Ipread 
wherever they go, and with which thole who are lent to 
the County-Gaols infe£t thefe prifofls. 

The fame complaint, want of^food^ is to be found in 
many county-gaols. In about half thefe, debtors have 
no bread % although it is granted tef the highw'ayman, the 
houle-breaker, and the murderer j and medical alHllance, 
which is provided for the latter, is withheld from the. 
former. In many of thefe Gaols, debtors who would work 
are not petmitted to have any tools, left they Ihould furnilh 
felons with them for efcape or other mifehief. I have often 
feen thofe prifoners eating their water-foup (bread boiled in 
mere water) and heard them fay, ** We are locked up and. 
almoft ftarved to death.”' 

As to the relief provided for Debtors by the benevolent 

« 

♦ If the late docs not include Bridewells, it is required, by an aft 7th James 
I, Cap. IV. that “ the Mailers and Governors of— -Houfes of Corrcdlion fhall have 
fomc fit allowance- —for the relieving of fueb as lliall happen to be weak and Tick 
in their cuftody,” 

a<ft. 


C 
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adl, 32(3 of George II. (commonly called the lords a<5V, be- 
caufe it originated in their hojife) I did not find in all Eng- 
land and Wales (except the counties of iVliddlefex and Surrey) 
TWELVE DBBTORs who had obtained from their creditors 
the four-pence a day, to which* they had a right by that a<St ; 
the means of procuring it were out of their reach.- In one 
of my journeys I found near fix hundred prifoners, whole 
debts were under twenty pounds each : foine of them did not 

owe above three or foui* pounds : and the expence of facing 
< 

for the aliment is in many places equal to thofe fmaller 
debts } for which fome,of thefe prifoners had been confined 
feveral months. 

At Carlifle but one debtor of the forty-nine whom I law 
there had obtained his groats : and the gaoier told me that 
during the time he had held that office, which was fourteen 
years, no more than four or five had received if; and that 
they were foon difeharged by their creditors negle<5l'ing to 
pay. it. No one debtor had the aliment in York Cafiile, 
Devon, Chelhire, Kent, and many other counties. The 
truth is, fome debtors are the moll pitiable objects in our 
gaols. 


T o their wanting necelTary food, I mull add not only the 

demands of gaolers, &c, for fees 5 but alfo the extortion of 

bailiffs.* Thefe detain in their houfes (properly enough 

denorpinated J^unging-houfes) at an enormous expence, pri- 

# 

foners 
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fbners who have money. I know there is a legal provifion 
againft this oppreflion*; but jhe mode of obtaining redrefs 
(like that of recovering the groats) is attended with diffi- 
culty : and the abufc continues. The rapine of theie extoc- 
tioners needs fome more effectual an'd eaiy check : no bailiff 
fliould be fuffered to keep a public houfe * j the mifchiefs * 
occafioned by their fo doing, are complained ,of in many 
parts of the kingdom. 

Here I beg leave to mention the hard cafe of prifdners 
confined on exchequer proceffes; and thole from the ecclefi- 
aftical courts : the latter are excluded from the privilege 
of bail i and the former from the benefit of infolvent aCts. 

z» 

Felons have in fome Gaols two pennyworth of bread a 
day; in fome three halfpennyworth ; in fome a pennyworth; 
in fome a Ihilling a week : the particulars will be feen here- 
after in their proper places. I often weighed the bread in 
different prifons, and found the penny loaf yi to 81 ounces, 
the other loaves in proportion. It is probable that vyhen 
this allowance was fixed by its value, near double the quan- 
tity that the money will now purchafe, might be bought for 


• By* the ftatutc ^zd George IF. it is enacted, that ** No flierifF, bailifF, 

“ (hall convey any perfon arrefted — to any public viftualling or other drinking- 
houfe—without the confent of the perfon foarrefted.*^ Now if the bailiff him felf 
keeps a public houfe, this feems to preclude the debtor^s choice ; he mull go to 
a public houfe, or direfltly to gaol. 


•it; 
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it ; -yet the allowance continues unaltered : and it is not un- 
common to fee the whole purchafe, cffpecially of the fmaller 
fums, eaten at breakfaft : which is fometimes the cafe when 
they receive •their pittance but once in" two days ; and then 
on the following day they muflTfaft. 

This allowance being fo far ihort of the cravings of na- 
ture, and in fome |)rifons leifened by farming to the gaoler, 
many criminals are half ftarved : fuch of them as at their 
commitment were in health, come out almoft famiihed, 
fcarce able to move, and for weeks incapable of any labour. 

Many prifons have i^o water. This defeCl is fre- 
quent in Bridewells, and Town-Gaols. In the felons courts 
of fome County-Gaols there is no water : ^ in fome places 
where there is water, prifoners are always locked up within 
doors, and have no more than the keeper or his fervants 
think fit to bring them : in one place they are limited to 
three pints a day each— a icanty provifion for drink and 
cleanlinefs ! 

And as to air, which is no lefs necelfary than either of 
the two preceding articles, and given us by Providence quite 
gratis, without any care or labour of our own yet, as if 
the bounteous goodnefs of Heaven excited our envy, me- 
thods are contrived to rob prifoners of this genuine cardial of 
life, as Dr. Hales very properly calls it ; I mean by prevent- 
ing 
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ing that circulation and change of the falutiferous fluid, 
without which animals cannot live and thrive. It is well 
known that air which has performed its office in the lungs, 
is feculent and noxious. Writers upon the iuhje<!^ fhew, 
that a hogfliead of it will« laft a man only an hour : but 
thofe who do hot choofe to confult philofophers, may judge 
from a notorious fa<Sl. In 1756, at Calcutta in Bengal, 
out of 170 perfons who were confinedhn a hole there one 
night, 1 54 were taken out dead. The few furvivors afcri- 
bed the mortality to their want of frelh air, and called the 
place, from what they fuffered ther^. He// in miniature ! 

Air which has been breathed, i# made poifonous to a 

C» 

more intenle degree by the ctHuvia from the lick j and what 
elfe in prifons.*is offenfive. My reader will judge of its 
malignity, when I aflure him, that my cloaths were in my 
lirft jourifeys fo offenfive, that in a poft-chaile I could not 
bear the windows drawn up : and was therefore often obliged 
to travel on horfeback. The leaves of my memorandum- 
book were often fo tainted, that I could not ufe it till after 
fpreading it an hour or two before the fire : and even my 
antidote, a vial of vinegar, has after ufing it in*a few pri- 
fons, become intolerably difagreeable. I did not wonder 
that m thofe journies many gaolers made excufes ; and did 
not go with me into the felons wards *. 

From 

• I LEARN from a Letter to Sir Robert Ladbroke, printed in 1771, page 11, 
•that Dr. Hales, Sir John Pringle, and fthdt have obferyed, that air, Corrupted 

“ and 
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From hence any one may judge of the probability there 
is againft the health and life .of prifdners, crowded in clofe 

c 

rooms, cells, and fubterraneous dungeons, for fourteen or 
ftxteen hours out of the four and twenty. * In feme of thofe 
caverns the floor is very* damp t' in others there is Ibmetimes 
an inch or two of water j and the ftraw, or bedding is laid 
on fuch floors, leldom on barrack bedfleads. Where pri- 
foners are not kep^ in underground cells, they are often 
confined to their roomsj becaufe there is no court * belong- 
ing to the prifon, which is the cafe in moll City and Town- 
Gaols : or becaufe the walls round the yard are ruinous, or 
too low for fafety : or becaufe the gaoler has the ground for 
his own life. PrifoneVs. confined in this manner, are gene- 
Sewers. rally unhealthy. Some Gaols have no sewers } and in thofe 
that have, if they be not properly attended to, they are, even 
to a vifitant, offenfive beyond exprellion : how noxious then 
to people conftantly confined in thofe prifons ! 

One caufe why the rooms in fome prifons are fo clofe, 

is 

aad putrified, is oSfuch a fubtil and powerful nature, as to rot and dilTolve heart 
of oak; that the walls of buildings have been impregnated with this poifon* 
“ ous matter for years together.*’ I’he writer quotes for his authority a letter of 
Sir Stephen Theodore Janffen, which I have not been able to procure. 

• An aft made in Ireland the 3d year of his prefen t Majefty, ** for better pre- 
venting the fe verities, &c.” has the following claufe: Whereas many infeftious 

diforders arc daily produced by the confinement of numbers in clofe prifons, 
whereunto there is ho back-yard adjoining, and the lives of his Majefty’s fubjefts 

** are endangered by the bringing of prifoners into public ftrects for air j Be it 

. ' enafted— . 
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is perhaps the window-tax, which the gaolers have to' pay ; 

this tempts them to ' the windows, and ftifle their 

» 

prifoners 

In many Gaols, and in hioft Bridewells, there is no al- 
lowance of straw for prifoners to fleep on ; and if by any 
means they get a little, it is not changed for months toge- 
ther, fo that it is almoR worn to duft. Some lie upon rags, 
others upon the bare floors. Whdn I have complained of 
this to the keepers, their juftification has been, • ** The 
** county allows no llraw j the prifoners , have none but at 
** my coft.” 

THE evils mentioned hitherto affeft the health and life of 
prifoners : I have now to complain of what is pernicious to 
their morals j and that is, the confining all forts of pri- 
foners together : debtors and felons j men and women j the 
young beginner and the old oflfender : and with all thefe, in 


enafted— That every grand jury at the alTizcs or quarter feffions — may be enabled, 
“ and they arc hereby required and direded, to contraft cither by leafe, or to pur- 
chafe a piece of ground next adjoining the Gaol, or as near as conveniently caa 
be had thereto, 

• Thw is alfo the cafe in many work-houfes and farm-houfes, where the poor 
and the labourer are lodged in rooms that have no light, nor frelh air : which may 
be a caufe of our peafants not having the healthy ruddy complexions one ufed to fee 
fo common twenty or thirty years ago. The difference has often ftruck me in my 
various journeys. 


Bedding, 


Moralsu 


ibme 



Gaol- 

Fever, 
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feme counties,, fuch as arc guilty of mi/Hemeanors only; 
who thould have been committed to Bridewell, to be cor- 

r 

redled by diligence and labour ; but for want of food, and 
fhe meSns <jf procuring it in thofe prlfofts, are in pity fent 
to fuch County-Gaols* as a^ord thefe offenders prifon- 
allowance. 

Few prifons feparate men and women in the day-time. 

In fome counties the Gfaol is alfo the Bridewell : in others 

< 

thofe prifons are contiguous, and the yard common. There 
the petty offender is ce>mmitted for inftruftion to the inofl 
profligate. In fome Gaols you fee (and who can fee it 
without pain ?) boys bf twelve or fourteen eagerly liflcning 
to the Rories told by praAifed and experienced criminals, of 
their adventures, fucceffes, ftratagems, and efcapes. 

I MUST here add, that in fome fe^^^aols iTt confined 
idiots and lunatics, Thefe ferve for fport to idle vifitants 
at affizes, and other times of general refort. The infane, 
where they are not kept feparate, dillurb and terrify other 
prifoners. No care is taken of them, although it is probable 
that by medicines, and proper regimen, fome of them might 
be reftored to their fenfes, and to ufefulnefs in life. 

• 

I AM ready to think, that none who give credit to what 
is contained in the foregoing pages, will wonder at the ha- 
vock.raade by the gaol-fever. From my own obfervations 

in 
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in 1773 and 1774, I was fully convinced that many more 
were deftroyed by it, than were put to death by all the pub- 
lic executions in the kingdom *. This frequent effedt of 
confinement in prifon feems generally underftoo^, and ihew.s 
how full of emphatical meaning is the curfe of a fevere cre- 
ditor, who pronounces his debtor’s doom to rot in gaol. 
I believe I have learned the full import of this fentence, 
from the vaft nurtibers who to my certaia knowledge, fome 
of them before my eyes, have periihed in our Gaols. 

But the mifehief is not confii^ed to prifon s. Not to 
mention now the number of faiJors, and of families in Ame- 
rica, that have been infedted by traniports, fince this mode 
of punifhment is by a late a< 5 t fufpended. iVTultitudcs catch 
the diftemper by going to their relatives and acquaintance 
in the Gaols : many others from prifoners difeharged : and 
not a few in the courts of judicature. 


In Baker’s Chronicle^ page 353, that hifiorian mention- 
ing the Alfize held in Oxford Caftle 1577 (called from its 

fatal 

* I HAVE a Table printed from a large copper-plate, 1772, by Sir Stephen 
Theodore JaniTen, fliewing the number of malefaAors executed in London for 
the twenty- three preceding years ; and the crimes for which they fuffered. 1 will 
give an abridgement of it in two tables at the end of the book. In them it will be 
feen, that the total number of executions in London for thofe twenty-three years, 
was 678 ; the annual average is between 29 and 30. I leave to others the difcufiioii 
of thequeftion, whether thofe executions were too numerous, \vhethcr all th^crimes 

D • for 



general view of 


fatal coiifequence the Black Ajize) informs us, that ** all 
** who were j^rcfent died withm f^rty hours r the Loid 
“ Chief Baron, the Sheriff, and about three hundred more.” 
Lord ChanGcllor Bacon afcribes this .to a difeafe brought 
into court by the prifoners ; and Dr. Mead is of the fime 
opinion. 

c 

The firff of tbefe two authors. Lord' Bacon, obferves, 
that the moft pernicieus infection next the plague, is the 
fmcll of the jail j when the prifoners have been long and 
** clofe and naftily kept^ whereof 'we have hady in our ti/nc, 
“ experience tvuice or- thrice \ when both the judges that fat 
** upon the jail, and*^- numbers of thofe who attended the 
** bufinefs, or were prefent, fickened upon it and died.”’* 

At the Lent Aflize in Taunton, 1730, fome prifoners 
who were brought thither from Ivelchcj^cr Gaol, infedted 
the court; and Lord Chief Baron Pengelly; Sir Jvimcs 
Sheppard, Serjeant ; John Pigot, Efq. Sheriff, and fome 
hundreds befides, died of the gaol-diflemper. At Axminfter, 

% 

for which it was iniliAed (many of which will be diftin^lly fet down) were deferving 
of death. And it may be left to any one to judge, whether, including debtors and 
petty offenders, the number of thoft ^that died in the feveral London prifons of the 
Gaol-Fever, does not exceed the number of thofe that were executed annually during 
that time. — 1 have not the number of executions in all the counties, but am well af- 
i tired it falls Hill much fhorter of the number that peri died in prifons. 

• Natural Hiftory, Exp. 914. 
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Sect. I. 


DISTRESS IN PRISONS. 


a little town in Devonlhire, a prifoner .difcharged from 
Exeter Gaol in 1755, family with that difeafe : 

of which two of them died ; and many others in that town 
afterwards. The*nUmbers that were carried ofl^by the faihc 
malady in London in 1750, two judges, the lord mayor, 
one alderman, and many of inferior rank^ are too well 
known to need the mentioning further particulars. 

Sir John Pringle obferves, "that “jails have often 
been the caufe of malignant fevers j ” and he informs us, 
that in the late rebellion in Scotland, above 200 men of one 
regiment were infedted with the jail-fever, by feme deferters 
brought from prifons in EnglandJ*^. 

Dr. Lind, Phylician to the Royal Hofpital at Hallar, 
near Portfmouth, (hewed me in one of the wards a number 
of failors* ill of the gaol-fever; brought on board their fliip 
by a man who had been difeharged fromaprifon in London. 
The Hilp was laid up on the occafion. That gentleman, 
in his on the Health of Seamen, alferts, that “.The 

“ fource of infed:ion to our armies and fleets are undoubt- 
“ edly the jails ; we can often trace the importers of it 
“ diredtly from them. It often proves fatal in imprefling 
“ men on the hafty equipment of a fleet T* The firll 

• Obfervations on the Difeafes of the Army, p. 296, and 47. 

t Page 307- 
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** Engli{h fleet fent laft war to America, loft by it above 
“ 2000 men,” In another place he allures us, that the 
“ feeds of infedlion were carried from the guard-ftiips into 
** our fquadrons-— and the mortality, thence occafioned, was 
/* greater than by all other difeafes or means of death put 
** together.” * • 

It were eafy to multiply inftances of this mifchief ; but 
thofa which have been mentioned are, I prefume, fufficient 
to ftiew, even if no mercy were due to prifoners, that the 
Gaol-Diftemper is a national concern of no fmall impor- 
tance. 

THE general prevalence and fpread of wickednefs in pri- 
fons, and abroad by the difcharged prifoners, will now be 
as eafily accounted for, as the propagation of difeafc. It is 
often faid, ** A prifon pays no debts ;” I am fure it may be 
added, that a prifon mends no morals. Sir John Fielding 
obferves, that “ a criminal difcharged — generally by the 
“ next feflions after the execution of his comrades, becomes 
■** the head of a gang of his own railing.” Improved, no 
doubt, in Ikill by the Company he kept in gaol : and petty 
olFenders who are committed to Bridewell for a year or two, 
and fpend that time, not in hard labour, but in idlenefs and 
wicked company, or are fent for that time to County-Gaols, 

• Page 5. 

generally 



Sect. I. 


DISTRESS IN PRISONS. 


generally grow defper^te, and come out fitted, for the per- 
petration of any villainy. How directly contrary this to 
the intention of our laws with regard to thefe offenders ; 
which certainly is to corred^ and reform them T Inflead of 
which, their confinement doth notorioufly promote and in- 
crcafe the very vices it was defigned to fupfsrefs. Multi- 
tudcs of young creatures, committed for £bme trifling, offence, 
are totally ruined there. I make np fcruple to affirm, that 
if it were the wilh and aim of Magiftrates to effedt thtf de- 
ftrudtion prefent and future of young delinquents, they 
could not devife a more effedtual method, than to confine 
them fo long in our prifons, thofe feats and feminaries (as 
they have been very properly called) of idlenefs and every 
vice. 

Shall t egularities, the.fources of mifery, difeafe, 

and wickednefs, be endured in a nation celebrated for good 
fenfe and humanity ; and who from thefe principles, do treat 
one fort of prifoners with tendernefs and generofity ? I mean 
prifoners of war. Thefe have provilion in plenty ; fome to 
fpare and fell to the foldiers on guard * : we frequently faw 

• The daily allowance to fix prifoners was, 

9 pounds of bread, 

4.*_ pounds of beef, 

3 pints of peafe, 

6 quarts of beer. 

Water plenty. 

* On Friday they had not the beef; but abound and half of butter inftead of it. 

Ok board the men of war, indeed, they were upon fliort allowance. 
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tlieir ftated allowance hung up for their infpedlion. Some 
prifons had large areas for them to walk in j and at night 
every rnan had a hammock to himfelf. It is the fartheft 
thing in the world frorn my wiih to deprive captives of any 
one of thefe benefits— —I am only defirous of feeing the fame 
humanity Ihewn to our own countrymen in diftrefs ; fo that 
a confident and uniform pra<5tice may prove our benevolence 
to be a firm and ftca4y principle ; and that thofe who arc 
cenforious may find no occafion for aferibing our kind ufage 
of foreigners to a lefs amiable motive. 

Here it will be cfaid> prifoners of war are not felons, 
nor yet debtors ; and gduferjiment is fometimes at the end of 
a war, reimburfed the expence of maintaining them. TJiis 
latter I believe is fa<ft j and the former is true witliout dif- 
pute : we do not look upon foreign enemies, nor they upon 
us as delinquents ; we cut one another to pieces in bat- 
tle, 

^ I MUST not be underltood to mean here a compliment to the French. How 

they treat Englifh prifoners of war, 1 knew by experience in 1756 ; when a Liibon 

packet (the^Hanover) in which I went pafTengcr, in order to makj the tour of 

Portugal, was taken by a French privateer. Before we reached Breft, 1 fufFered the 

extremity of thirft, not having fat $bovc forty hours one drop of water; nor hardly 

a morfel of food. In the ca(Ue Breft, I lay fix nights upon ftraw : and ob- 

ferving how cruelly my countrymen were ufed there, and at Morlaix, whither I 

was carried next ; during the two months 1 was at Carhaix upon parole, I cor- 

refponded with the EngUih prifoners at Breft, Morlaix, and Dinnan : at the laft 

of thofif towns were fevcral of our (hip’s crew, and my fervant. I had fufticient cv.i- 

« 

deuce of their being treated with fuch barbarity, that many hundreds had pcrifticd ; 

and 
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tie, but when that is over wc grow cool andjcompaflionate. 

I grant there is a material difference in the circumllances of 
foreign and domeftic prifoners, but there is none in their 
^ nature : debtors aifd .‘felons, as well as hoftile ^foreigners,' 
arc men, and by men they ought to be treated as men. 

Those gentlemen who, when they are told of4he mifery 
.which our prifoners fuffer, content themfelves with faying. 
Let them take care to keep out, prefaced perhaps, with an 
angry prayer, feem not duly fenliblc of the favour of Provi- 
dence which diftinguifhes them from the fufferers : they 
do not remember that we are required to imitate our gra- 
cious Heavenly Parent, who is “ ki^d to the unthankful and 
the evil.” They alfo forget the viciflitudes of human affairs ; 
the unexpeded changes to which all men are liable ; and 
that thofe whole circumftanccs are affluent, may in time be 
reduced to ihdigence, and become debtors and prifoners. 


and that thirty- fix were buried in a hole at Dinnan in one day. When i 
came to England, ftill on parole, I made known to the Commiflioners of Tick 
and wounded fcamen, the fundry particulars ; which gained th^ir attention, and 
ilr.inks. Remonitrance was made to the French court : our failors hc\d redrefs : 
and thofe that were in the three prifons mentioned above, were brought home 
in the firH cartel ihips. — A Lady from Ireland) who married in France, had 
bequeathed in trull with the magiftrates of St. Malo^s, fundry charities ; one of 
which was a penny a day to every Englilh prifoncr of war in Dinnan. This was 
duly paid ; and ftved the lives of many brave and uftful men. Perhaps what I fuf- 
fered on this occafion, incrcafed my fympathy with tlie unhappy people, whole cafe 
is the fubjed of this book. • 


But 
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But it may.be iaid, enough of the declamatory kind has 
been written by others. Much it is true, has been written : 
yet I beg leave to tranfcribe, a few lines from a celebrated 

e t ^ 

author, which may be thought to colne under that defcrip- 
tion. After reprelenting the calamitous cafe of prifoners, 
he goes on to this purpofe, ** The mifery of Gaols is not 
“ half thdir evil 5 they are filled with every corruption 
** which poverty and wickednefs can generate between them ; 

Q 

** ;with all the fhamelefs and profligate enormities that can 
** be produced by the impudence of ignominy, the rage of 
** want, and the malignity of defpair. In a prifon the awe 
** of the public eye is loft, and the power of the law is 
** fpent } there are feysi fears, there are no blufhes. The 
“ lewd inflame the lewd, the audacious harden the auda- 
** clous. Every one fortifies himfelf as he can againft his 
** own fenfibility, endeavours to pradtife on others the arts 
which are pradlifed on himfelf i and gains the kindnefs of 
** his aftbeiates by fimilitude of manners.” * 

BESIDES the grievances already mentioned s there are 
feveral eujloms in Gaols, and relating to them, which 
aggravate the diftrefs of prifoners. I fhall enumerate thefe 
diftindlly, yet concimv. . 


• The Idler, No. 38. 
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A CRUEL cuftom obtains in moft of our Gaols, 
which is that of the prifoners demanding of a 
new comer garnish, footing, or (as it is 
called in fome *London Gaols) chummage. “ Pay or 
Ilrip,” are the fatal words. I fay fatal^ for they are fo to 
fome ; who having no money, are obliged to give up part 
of their fcanty apparel j and if they have no bedding or ftraw 
to fleep on, contract difeafes, which I have known to prove 
mortal. 

In many Gaols, to the Garnifli paid by the new comer, 
thofe who were there before make an addition ; and great 
part of the following night is often fpent in riot and drun- 
kennefs. The gaoler or tapfter finding his account in this 
practice, generally anfwers queftions concerning it with re- 
luctance. Of the Garnifh which I have fet down to lundry 

E prifons. 


Garnish* 
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prlfons, I often had my information from prifoners who 
paid it. But I am aware that the fum is fometimes varied 
by fets of fucceeding prifoners, and ihe different circum- 

ftances ,of a jiew comer. In fome Gaols, df a Felon can pay 

0 

the Debtor’s Garnifh (which vs commonly^more than that 
of the Felons) he is entitled to partake of the Garnifli paid 
afterwards by new-come Debtors. In fome places, this 
demand has been lately waved : in others, ftridly prohibited 
by the Magiftrates. 


Gaming. 


Gaming in various is very frequent : cards, dice, 

fkittles, Miffilippi and .Porto-bello tables, billiards, fives, 
tennis, &c. In the Country the three firfi: are mofl: com- 
jnOIl y and cfpecially cards* There is icarcc a County-Gaol 
but is furniflied with them : and one can feldom go in 
without feeing prifoners at play. In London, all the forts 
that I have named are in ufc. I am not an enem^ to divert- 
ing exercife: yet the rioti brawling, and profanenefs, that 
are the ufual confequents of their play \ the circumflances 
of debtors gaming away the property of their creditors, 
which I know, they have done in fome prifons to a confi- 
derable amount i accomplifhing themfelves in the frauds of 
gamblers, who, if they not themfelves prifoners, are fure 
to haunt where gaming is ^raftifed ; hindering their fellow- 
prifoners who do not playff from walking in the yards while 
they do, of which inconvenience I have heard them 
complain : thefe feem to me cogent reafons for prohi- 
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biting all kinds af gaming within the walls of a 
prifon. 

Loading prifon'ers with heavy irons, Vhich make 
their walking, and even lying down to lleep, difficult and 
painful, is another cuftom which I Cannot, but condemn. 
In fome County-Gaols the women do not efcape this feve- 
rity : but in London they do : and therefore it is not ne- 
ceflary in the country. The pradtice muft be mere tyrapny ; 
unlefs it proceed from avarice j which I rather fufpedt 5 
becaufe county-gaolers do fometifties grant difpenfations, 
and indulge their prilbners, men as well as women, with what 
they call “ the choice of irons,” if tney will pay for it. 

The author bf the letter to Sir Robert Ladbroke on pri- 
fons (particularly on Newgate, which was then to be re- 
built) cites in page 79, the opinion of Lord Coke, Horn’s 
Mirror of JuJlicet &c. againft this opprcffion ; and adds af- 
terwards, “ The learned editor of Hale’s Hijiory of the Pleas 
of the Crown like wife declares, that fetters ought not to 
be ufed, unlefs there is juft realbn to ftar an efcape, as 
where the prifoner is unruly, or makes an attempt to that 
** purpofe i otherwife, notwithp^dlng the common prac- 
** tice of gaolers, it feems altogether unwarrantable, and 
contrary to the mildnefs and Humanity of the laws of 
“ England, by which gaolers are forbid to put their pri- 
foners to any pain or torment.” 




The 
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The Gentlemen qf the Gaol-Committee y who diftinguifh- 
cd themfelves by an accurate and zealous inquiry into the 
abufes prailifed by gaolers * ; in their Report concerning 
the Fleet Prtfon, 2ath March* 1728, after'mentioning a pe- 
tition prefented to the Judges by one who had been put in 
irons by the Wardens, inform us, that the Judges repri- 
manded the Wardens, and declared, that^** a gaoler could 
not anfwer the froniog of a man before he was found 
** guilty of a crime.”— -To the plea which gaolers ul’e in 
defence of this practice, that “ It is neceffary for iafe cuf- 
tody,” an anfwer may bff given in the words of Lord Chief 
Juftice King (afterwards Lord Chancellor) to the Wardens 
of the fame prifon, ^Ken Jie forbade dungeons, which they 
had made ufe of. That Judge declared, “ they might raife 
their walls higher, &c.” See the Report of" the fame Com- 
mittee. 


• This Committee is celebrated Ibjr Thomfon, in tjic following lines of his 
Winter, 340, &c. edit. 1738. 

- — - Can I forget the generpus few, 

WhoJ toaclv’d with human woe, redreffive fought 
Into the horrors of the gloomy jail } 

Unpitied, and unh^s^, where mifery moans ; 

Where ficknefs pine*' 

Hail Patriot Band t Who, fcorning fccret fconi, 

When Juftice, and when Mercy led the way, 

^)ragg*d the detefted roonftcrs into light. 


Wrench’d ' 
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mittee. To what Lord King fuggefted of raijing the walls , 
one might prefume to add — The number of turnkeys 
fliould be increafed in proportion to the number of pri- 
. foners 

The Marquis Beccaria, in his Effay on Crjmes and Pii~ 
mjhmentsy page 7 c, obferves that “ Imprifonment being 

only the means of fecuring the perfon of the accufed, 
“ until he be tried — ought — to be attended with as little 
“ feverity as pollible.” The diftrefs occafioned by chains is 
incrcaled by 

Varying the towns where Quarter Seflions and A/Tizes 
are held : ib that priloners have to walk in irons ten or 
fifteen miles to their trial ; and fometimes to towns that 
have no prifon ; where numbers of both fexes are Ihut up 
together for many days and nights in one room. This oc- 

Wrench’d from their hand OpfH'^on’s iron rod. 

Much ftill untouch’d remains 

Much is the Patriot’s weeding hand requir’d. 

* Ir the daring character of our felons ihoidd feenif after all, to make It nc- 
cciTary to •confine them in irons, it would bf tight^ at Icaft, to bring them into 
court for their trial without irons. When I was in Scotland, I was informed 
:hat every prifoner there was tried out of irons, 11114 when acquitted, difeharged in 
open court, 


Varying 

Towns. 


calions 
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cafions fuch cqnfujion and dijlrefsy and fuch fhrieks and out- 
cries, as can be better conceived than defcribed. Surely 
prifoners ought to be conveyed in carts ; or elfe committed 
*at firft'to tpe town where the Seflions or Aflizes are to be, 

V f 

held. And in that town a proper prifon ought to be built. 

r 

Gaol GaOL DELIVERY IS in fome COimticS BUT ONCE A 

Delivery# * 

YEAR. What reparation can be made to a poor creature 
for the mifery he has fuffered by confinement in a prifon 
near twelve months (fometimes twice as long) before a 
trial, in which pcrhapS he is at lafi: declared by his country 
not guilty t 

The judicious Marquis whom f quoted but now 
alTerts, that “ Privation of liberty being a punifliment, 
“ ought not to be infli<fted before condemnation, but for as 
** fhort a time as poffiblci” And in cafes of guilt, his doc- 
trine is, ** The more imfiiediately after the commiffion of a 
crime, a puniihment is inflidied, the more juft and ufeful 
** it will be.” This fcntiment is illuftrated by a variety of 
. acute remarks* in the chapter o/’ t/je Advantage of immediate 
Punijhment, 

One caufe of Gaol.Jfelivery being fo feldom, is in fome 
places the expence of enttSttaining the Judges and their reti- 
nue. At Hull they ufed to have the Aflize but once in 

fevea 
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feven years. Peacock a murderer was in prifon there near 

> 

three years ; before his trial the principal witnefs died ; and 
the criminal was acquitted. They now have it once in 
^ three years.. 

Although acquitted prifoners are by the late aft in 
their favour* cleared of Gaolers Feesf they are ftill fubjeft 
.to a fimilar demand made by clerks’ of assize and Clerks of 

Assize, &c 

CLERKS OF THE PEACE "h; and detained in prifon feveral 
days after their acquittal — at Afllze, till the Judges— -at 
Quarter Seffions, till the Juftices ofJPeace leave the town ; 
in order to obtain thofe fees, which the gentlemen fay are 
not cancelled by the aft. And yet^th^ exprefs wordf of it 
are, Acquit ud prifmers " Hiaii DC immediately fet at large 
ill open court.’* ♦ 


Since the faid aft the Clerks of Affize in fome circuits 
have ftarted a new demand upon the gaoler Jbr the Judges 

• 14th Georg* HI. 

t See the Table of the Fees of the Clerk of Affize at the end of the book. 

The Clerk of the Peace in one county demands as follows : 


For larceny and acquitted, 

■- 

7 ; 0 

Petty larceny, 

1 : 

8 ; 4 

Whipped publicly, 

‘'W 

1 : 

3 : 4 

Baftardy, 

0 ; 

17 ; 4 


certificate 
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certificate of acquitment i viz. fix fliillings and eight- pence 
for the firfi: prifbner acquitted ; ahd a fhilling for each of 
the reft : or two fhillings for every one. I know fonie of 
*thefe gentlemen do not make any fuoh demand. Where it 
is made, fome gaolers * ** rcfufe to pay it ; others fubmit mur- 
muring. I have copies of two receipts given by the 
Clerk of the Weftern' circuit to the gaolers of Exeter and 
Salifbury % 

I WAS informed at Durham, that Judge Gould at the 
Aflize 1775 laid a jine*oi fifty pounds on the gaoler for de- 
taining fome acquitted prifoners, for the fees of the Clerk 
of Aflize. But upon .t^e interceflion of the Bifhop (pro- 
prietor of the Gaol) the fine was remitted j and the prifon- 
ers fet at large : the Judge ordering the Clerk of Aflize to 
explain to him in London the foundation of his demand. 

One pretence ftw detaining acquitted prifoners is, that 

It is poffible other indiftments may be laid againlt them 

* One of them is as follows. 

I 

“ RECEIVED I April 1775 of Mr. Sherry gaoler one pound eight Ihillings and 
“ 8 pence for his certificate entitliog; him to his gaol fees for the county of Devon 

« per 

“ Clerk of the Aflize.” 

The gaoler told jne this was for twenty.three acquitted prifoners. 


** before 
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“ before the Judge leaves the town.” I call it a pretence^ 
becaufe it is often waved upon paying the fees. Another is, 
the gaoler tells you*, ** He takes them back to knock oft' 
their irons.” Bui this may be done in court < in London 
they have an engine or block, by’the help of which they 
take off the irons with eafe in a minute or two j the ma- 
chine is brought into court, and the acquitted prifoner is 
immediately difcliarged. If, according to what I formerly 
propofed, prifoners were tried out? of irons, this pretext 
would be entirely removed. 

Clerks of Affize, and of the Peace, ought moft cer- 
tainly to have a coniideration for theif fervice to the public : 
and 1 do not to Ictlcn many other emoluments of thofe 
gentlemen. The only thing I complain of is, what I am 
led to by my fubjeft, the demand that is nvide directly or 
indiredly upon prifoners. 

Some gaolers live distant from the prifon, in houlcs 
that do not belong to the county, Npn-refidence is not 
confiftent with the attention that is requilite for fecuring 
the prifoners ; and preferving good order, cleanlinefs, &c. 

Debtors crowd the Gaols (efpecially thofe in Lon- 
don) with their wives and children. There are often 
by this means, ten or twelve people in a raiddle-iizcd room : 
increafing the danger of infedtion, and corrupting the mo- 

F rals 
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rals of children. ^ This point ought, no doubt, to be treated 
with tendernefs. Man and wife ihould not be totally fepa- 
rated. Yet the little probability there is of an induftrious 
woman 1)61115 of much fervice to her family in a prifon : 
the number of men in the fam'e room j and of lewd women 
admitted under the name of wives prove that this affair 
needs fome legulation. 

Some Gaols are private property : in thefe the 

♦ 

keepers, protefted by the proprietors, and not fo fubjed as 
other gaolers to the controul of magiftrates, are more apt to 
abufe their prifoners, when a temptation offers. One of 
thefe Gaols fome ye§rs agp was quite out of repair, and un- 
fafe i and the proprietor not chooling to repair it, the gaoler 
to confine his prifoners took a method, that to all who faw 
it was really fhocking. Some years before that, a prifoner 
in another of thefe Gaols was tormented with thuftib-fcrews. 
The grand jury took up the cafe, and remonftrated to the 
proprietor but in vain. I had the account from a worthy 
friend of mine, who was upon that very jury. 

OF tht complaints which I have hitherto made only in 
general terms, I fhall give inftances in the account of par- 
ticular prifons. To that account I refer, for evidence and 
faSl. 


NUMBER 
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I N the Spring 1776, I fummed up carefully the total 
number of prifbners in the fundry prifows. I have not 
altered the lift <fince my latter vilits, in which I faw the 
number in feveral prifons greatly ^reduced by the infolvent 
A<St. My lift was as follows. 


1 . IN Middlefex, i.e. London and 

Weftminfter ; together with 
three pri/bne. in SoutiiwarJc,* 

viz. the King s-Bencht Mar- 
Jhalfeay and Borough-Compter, 

2. In the other thirty - nine 

counties of England, 

3. In the twelve counties of Wales, 

4. In City and Town- Gaols, 


% 


Debtors. 

% 

Felons, 

SCQ. 

Petty 

ORcndcrs. 

Total. 

1274 

228 

1 

194 

1696 

752 

1 

617 1 

459 

1828 

67 

27 

— 

94 

344 

122 

1 

4^6 

2437 

994 

.653 

CO 

0 


Pe*tty Offenders in the Welch County-Goals, blank in 
the third column, third line, are included in the preceding 
number of Felons 27 : moft of the Goals in thofe counties 
.being alfo the County-Bridewells. 

Fa 


Petty 
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Petty OfFepiders, blank in third column* fourth line, 
are included in the number 459 of t^etty Offenders in the 
thirty-nine County-Gaols; and in the number 122, fecond 
column fourlh line. 

All that were in the County-Gaols befides Debtors , I 
have reckoned in the lift of Felons. Alth9ugh many were 
Petty Offenders and Fines. 

In the third column, under Petty Offenders are indue 
few Felons occafionally Committed to Bridewells. 

I HAVE found by«carefolly examining fundry Gaols, that 
upon an average two dependants (by which I mean wives 
and children only*) may be affigned to each man in prifon. 
My computation is confirmed by the account which we 
have from the Benevolent Society at the Thatched Houfe, 
Odober 9th, 1776, as follows. Since their inftitution in 


I772» . 

Difcharged.-^ Debtors, 3980 

Who had Wives, 2193 

And Children, 6288 

Perfbns immediately benefited, 12461 


• I po not include Parents, many of whom I have feen forrowfully attending; at 
prifons, and deeply fharing in the diarefs arifing from the confinement of their 
children.* • 


And 
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27 


And by the account from the Brijiol Society ; who in their 
lift publiftied May 31ft, ijJSt have 


Perfons diifcharged^ , 73 

Their Wives, ’45 

Children, 1 20 

Total, 238 


Each of thefe totals is confidefably larger than the re- 
fpedtive products of multiplication by my rule : the *firft 
exceeds by 521, the latter by 19. • There is indeed com- 
monly a furplus among Debtors j but a deficiency among 
Felons, &c. reduces the average^ of pependants to that 
which I ftated. 

If then to tlie total number in England and Wales, 
that is, 4084 

You add twice that number of Dependants, 8168 

The number of the diftrefted is, 12252 


IT appears from the foregoing Table of •Prifoners, that 
their number has been greatly magnified by cbnjedural 
computations j but furely the real number, with that of 
thofe ’partaking their diftrefs, is an objedt well worthy the. 
farther attention of the Legiflature. 


SECTION 



SECTION. .III. 


PROr^OSpD IMPROVEMENTS 
IN THE STRUCTURE AND MANAGEMENT 

OF PRISONS, 


H owever fanguinary the wifli of an angry cre- 
ditor may be when he arrefts and imprifons his 
debtor ; there is no doubt but every one who 
liftens, not to his paflions, but to reafon, muft know, and 
will own, that it is a flagrant crime to take away the life of 
a man for debt : and as to felony, a Gaol is not defigned 
for the final punifliment even of that ; but for the fafe cuf-^ 
tody of the accufed to the time of trial ; and of convidls till 
a legal fentence be executed upon them. The laws of 
England do not fuffcr private executions. No condemned 
malefactor may be fecretly put to death ; nor murdered in a 
prifon directly or indireClly : much lefs ought thofe to be 
deftroyed there whofe fentence does not affeCt their life. 
Their deflruCtion is not only unjuft ; it iS inconfiftent with 

prudence 
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prudence and found policy. They might no doubt be ufe- 
ful at home or abroad if proper care were taken in prifon, 
to keep them healthy and fit for labour : but certain it is, 
that many of thofd who furvive their long confinement, are 
by it rendered incapable of' working. Some of them are 
grievoufly affedted with fcorbutic diftempcrs^j others have 
their toes mortified *, or quite rotted from their Teet ; many 
inftances of which I have feen. 

If one who has turned King’s Evidence, or has been 
barely acquitted upon trial, terrified* by his narrow efcape, 
feeks for honeft employment ; he is commonly fuch a fick- 
ly miferablc objedl that no one wiH,fet*him to work. That, 
I believe, is the principal caufe of his being rejedted ; for 
there are fevcral forts of labour that require but little confi- 
dence : yet the poor acquitted prifoner fliall go from door 
to door afking for work, in vain. Is it not to be lamented, 
that every fpark of good intention, inftead of being cJierifli- 
ed, ftiould be thus extinguijhedl And that the penitent 
fhould by an almoft irrefiflible neceflity be driven again, 
though reludlant, to the pradticc which foon brings him 


♦ Mess*^*. Stephcnfon and Randolf of Briflol, Contra£lors for Tranfport Coil- 
vifts, coiAplained of this to Mr. Biggs, gaoler at Saliftury, in their letter to him 
Sept. 13, 1774. ** Sore feet prove very fatal. Tho mortality we met with incur 

** lad Ihip, if repeated in this, will fo furfeit us, that we Ihall .never take another. 

We loft an immenfe fum by them ; and our ftiip is detained to this moment under 
*‘^quarantine.’^ 


back 
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back to his former maniion ; and fhortens a wretched life, 
( 

that might have been, that fain would have been, an ufeful 
one ? 

In order to redrefs thefe various evils, the firft thing to 
be taken into confideration is the Prifon itfelf. Many Coun- 
ty-Gaols ai?d other Prifons are fo decayed and ruinous, or, 
for other reafons, Jb totally unfit for the purpofe, that new 
ones muft be built in their Head. Others are very incom- 
modious, but may be improved upon the ground about 
them, which is occupied by the keeper, or not ufed at all. 
Some need little more than a thorough repair. In order to 
give what little afliij:a*hpe I can to thofe who muft build a 
new County-Gaol, I will take the liberty to fuggeft what 
hath occurred to me upon this head, in.hopes that fome 
more fkilful hand will undertake the generous and benevo- 
lent talk of carrying to perfedlion a fcheme of v/hich I can 
only draw the outlines. I ftiall firft fay fomething of the 


.SITUATION. 


A COUNTY-GAOL, and indeed every prifon, • fliould 

be built on a fpot that is airy, and if poffible near a 

river, or brook. I have commonly found prifons fituated 

near a river, the cleaneft and moft healthy. They generally 

« 

have 
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have not (they could not well have) fubterraneous dun- 
geons, which have been deftrudive to thoiifands : and by 
their nearnefs to running water, another evil, almoft as 
noxious, is prevented, that is, the ftench of fewers. 

I SAID a Gaol fhould be near a ftream j but I muft annex 
this caution ; that it be not fo near as that either the houle 
or yard fhall be ivithin the reach of Hoods. This circum- 
ftante was fo little thought of at Appleby in Weftmoreland, 
when their new Gaol was built, that I faw the walls marked 
from nine inches to three feet high by floods. 

If it be not practicable to build near a ftream, then an 
eminence fliould be choftn ; for as the walls round a prilbn- 
yard muft be fo high as greatly to obftruCt a free circulation 
of air } this inconvenience ftiould be leflened by a riling 
ground : and the prifon ftiould not be furrounded by other 
buildings, nor built in the middle of a town or city. 


G 


PLAN. 
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N, 


T he annexed engfaving reprefents fuch a plan for a 
prifon 4s, according to my ideas, unites the greateft 
advantages "with regard to health, order, and fecurity. By 
the afliftance of the references it will explain Itfelf better 
than can be done by a verbal dofeription. I lliall only fub- 
join a few general remarks on fome particulars in the ftruc- 
ture. *' 

i 

THAT part of the building which is detached from the 
walls, and contains the men-felons ward, may be fquare. 
Arcades, or redangular, ra^ed on arcades, that it may be more airy, 
and leave under it a dry walk in wet weather. Wards over 

li 

arcades are alfo beft for fafety, for I have found that efcapes 
have been moft commonly effedled by undermining cells * 
and dungeons. If the felons fliould find any other means 
to break out of this raifed ward, they will ftill be ftopt by 
the wall of the yard. 


When I went into Horlham Gaol wkh the keeper, wc faw a heap of iloncs 
and rubbifh. The felons had been two or three days undermining the foundation of 
their room, and a general cfcape was intended that night. Wc were but juft in time 
lo prevent it ; for it was almoft night when we went in. Our lives were at their 
mercy ; but (thank God) they did not attempt to murder us^ and rufti out. 

I WISH 
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I WISH to have fo many fmall rooms or cabins in this ' 

^ ^ • Room-;, 

ward, that each criminal may lleep alone If it be diffi- 
cult to prevent their being together in the day-time, they 
fliould by all mean's be fcparated at night. Solitude and fi * 
lence are favourable to reflection ; and may poflibly lead 
them to repentance. Privacy and hours of ijioughtfulnefs 
are neceflfary for thofe who mufl: foon leave the world ; and 
in the Old Newgate there were fifteen cells for perfons in 
this fltuation, which are ftill left ftanding, with the defign 
of annexing them to the new building. The like proviflon 
for fuch as return to fociety, cannot ‘be lefs needful. One 
of the writers cited in the note, Bilhop Butler, afHrms that 
it is much more fo, “ fince it muft ^ acknowledged, of 
“ greater confequence in a religious, as well as civil refped, 

“ how perfons live than how they die.” 

The fep'aration I am pleading for, efpecially at night, 
would prevent efcapes, or make them very diflicult : for 
that is the time in which .they are generally planned, and 
eftedted. Another reafon for feparation is, that it would 
free gaolers from a difficulty of which I have heard them 
complain : they hardly know where to keep criminals ad- 

• See tfie importance of this feparation llrongly urged in a letter to Sir Robert 
Ladbroke, printed for Oliver, 177K See alfo a Spital Sermon of Bifhop Butler 
preached before the Magillrates of London, April 14th, 1750, particularly page 
20th, &c. And Mr. Hanway's 8th. 10th. and zad Lat$rs in his book entitled Tha 

Difeiis of Police the Caufe of Immorality^ &c. c 

% 

• G 2 


mitted 


CO 
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King’s 
Kv IU£NC£. 


Women- 

Felons, 


Pump. 


mitted to be evidence for the King. Thefe would be mur- 
dered by their accomplices if put among them ; and in 
more than one prifon, I have feen them, for that reafon, 
out in the women’s ward. 

* ft 

Where there are oppofite windows they Ihould have 
fhutters ; but thefe thould be open all day. In the men- 
felons ward there Ihould be no glafs ; nor Ihould the pri- 
foners be allowed to Rop the windows with ftraw, &c. 

The womcn-felonscfliould be quite feparate from the 
men * : and young criminals from old and hardened of- 
fenders. Each of ^hefe three clalTes fliould alfo have their 
day-room or kitchen } and their court-yard and offices all 
feparate. 

Every court ihould be paved for the more* convenient 
waihing it ; and have a good pump, or pipes laid in ; both 
if poffible : and the Pump and Pipes Ihould be repaired as 
foon as they need it i otherwife the Gaols will foon be of- 
fenfive and unwholefome, as I have always found them to 
be in fuch cafes. A fmall ftream conftantly running in the 


* By an A£l made in Ireland, 3d of his prefent Majclly, it Is cnadle:!, “ Tlint hi 
all Gaols hereafter to be built, there may be diftincl apartments for lI'c men r.rd 
“ women; and that all Gaolers, whofe Gaols will at prefent admit of fuch a dif- 
tinftion, may be obliged to feparate and keep apart the difl’erent fexes/’ 


yard 
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yard is very dcfireable. In a room or (hed near the pump or 

« 

pipe, there fhould be a Bath* (as there is in County- 
Hofpitals) to wadi prifbners that come in dirty, or grow 
dirty afterwards. * It diould be filled every morning, and 
let off in the evening throug'h the privies into the drains. 
There fliould alfo be a copper in the fhed, to heat a quan- 
tity of water fufficient to warm that in the batli»; for wafli- 
ing thofe that are fickly. There fhould likewife be an 
Oven : nothing fo effedlually deftrojfs vermin in deaths and 
bedding, nor purifies them fo thoroughly when tainted with 
infedtion, as being a few hours dn an oven moderately 
heated -f*. 

The Infirmary or fick wards fhould be in the moft airy 
part of the yard, quite detached from the reft of the Gaol, 
and raifed on arcades. In the middle of the floor of each 
room there fhould be a grate of twelve or eighteen inches 
fquare, for a current of air } covered with a fhutter or hatch 
at night. The fame contrivance might alfo be convenient 
in the other wards. Belides the grate, it is necelfary to have 
in the wards, but efpecially in thofe of the irWirmary, Hand- 
Ventilators to frelhen them every day. This machine is of 
excellent ufe when moft wanted, and when the wind or 
fail- ventilator is of no fervice, that is, in calm weather. 

• 14th George III. Cap. XLIII. 
t Sec Dr, Lind’o Effay on the Health of Seamen, p. 320 and 

; • 

Dodtor 
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Infirmary. 
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Sep AR ATION- 
OV Debtors 
andFelons. 


Dodlor Hales, on the fubjed, page 1 2, Ihews that it will 
fupply fcventy-five tons of air in a minute. 

f 

• The infirfliary and fheds will not relider the yard unfafe, 
provided the walls have parape*ts, or fmall chevaux de 

Debtors dud felons fliould have ward^ totally feparate : 
the peace,' the cleanlinefs, the health and morals of debtors 
cannot be fccured other'wife. The Ad 22d and 23d Charles 
II. Chapter 20, requires this feparation at night ; that 
debtors may not be didurbed by the curfes and other pro- 
fane language of felons : Be it enaded,— That they fliall 

“ be put, kept, and^*lo4ged feparate and apart one from 
“ another, in diftind rooms.” Thefe words do perhaps in 
the flrid conftrudion imply no more than Jiodurnal fepara- 
tion. But furely it is a far greater mifehief for debtors to 
be annoyed and corrupted by the wicked converfation of 
felons all day long, than to be difturbed by it in the night- 
time. I am not defigning to infer from hence, nor yet 
from the charader of the Gentlemen who compofed that 
Parliament, that the Ad Ihould be conftrued according to 
my view.of the argument; or to what I conjedure was their 
intention. I know it is wrong to explain laws by fuch a 
vague principle as the fuppofed fpirit of them. But it feems 
to me neceffary that there Ihould be a total feparation. Thefe 
different forts of prifoners are indeed generally feparated at 
night. ^ I do not recoiled more than two or three Gaols 

where 
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where they lodge together, viz. Brecon, Portfmouth, the 
Borough-Compter, and Clerkenwell Bridewell. I muft 
now add Tothillfields Bridewell, where petty debtors are 
confined, becaufe .V^eflminfter Gatehoufe is taken down, 

Conftant reparation is defirablc: the Gao’ will by that 
means be kept cleaner : and if the fmall-pox, or the gaol- 
fever, fliould infed: one ward, the other at a diflance may 
be free from it. ‘Phis would alfo remove the objedlion that 
is how made againft permitting debtors to work : that is, 
the danger of their furnilhing felons with tools for mifchlef, 
or efcape. 

In the debtors ward there fliouldy^be a day-room or 
kitchen; alfo a large JFork-Jhop for fuch as are willing to Work-shop. 
work. Some few Gaols have the latter; and in them I 
have feen chair-makers, ftioe-makers, &c. employed in 
their fevered trades j preferving their habit of induftry ; 
contributing to the fupport of their families ; and lighten- ' 
ing the burthen that by their iniprifonment falls on the re- 
fpeddive pariflies. 

Prisoners indided for felony Ihould not be compelled 
to work. But I have heard many of them wifliing they 
might he permitted to earn fomething for their more com- 
fortable fupport. In fomc few Gaols they have this privi- 
lege, as at Exeter, Norwich, &c. 


Women- 
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Women- Women-debtors fhould havc a ward, a court, a pump. 

Debtors, r ^ ^ it 

&c. to themfclves : and no communication .fhould be nN 
Io^ved between the two iexes. 

Debtors The Ward fit Mett-Debtofs fliould alfo be over arcades, 

Ward. 

and placed on one fide of the gaoler's houfe. This houfe 
fliould be in or near the middle of the Gaol, with windows 
to the felons and tlie debtors court-yard. 

Chapel, A CHAPEL is uccei _ a Gaol. 1 have chofen for it 
what feems to me a proper fituation. It fhould have a gal- 
lery for debtors or women j and the reft may be feparated 
below. Bibles and^ra}^r-books fhould be chained at con- 
venient diftances on each fide : thofe who tear or otherwife 
•damage them fhould be punifhed. 


REGULA- 
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REGULATIONS. 


W ITHOUT a due atten^uio the ceconomy and go- 
vernment of a Prifon, it js wident <that no contri- 
vance of ilruClure can iecure It from being the abode of 
wickednefa, difeafe, and mifery; I Ihall therefore offer a 
few hints for the better regulation of a Gaol.' 


THE firft care muff be to find a good m^B for a Gaoler; 
one that is honeft, aftive, and humane; ‘ ijich was Abel 

T ’iV 

Dagget who was formerly keeper of Briftol Nfewg-ate. I re- 
gretted his death, and revere his memofj(r. 

This officer muff be fober himfeif, that hu may, by ex- 
ample, as well as authority, reftrain drunkehl||fs, and other 
vices in his prifon. . To remove a ftrojjg t^t^tation to tlie 

H contrary. 
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contrary, it is Iiighly requifite that no Gaoler, Turnkey, 
or other fervant be fufFered to hold^^lie 'J’ap •, or to have any 
connexion, concern, or intereft whatever in the fale of li- 
(^uors of any' kind. Gaolers who hold,* of let, the tap, find 
their account in not only conniving at, but promoting 
drunkennefs and midnight revels. What profligate and de- 
bauched company of both fexes, do we fee let into our 
Gaols, that the TAP may be kept running! Befides this, 
the. Gaoler’s interefl: id the fale of liquors, may prompt 
him to be' partial in his behaviour to his prifoners; to treat 
at leaft with neglect, throfe who are poor and have nothing 
to fpend j which is the cafe of far the greater number : 
while he /hall carefs di/honefl: debtors, who take flielter in 
a prifon, in order to live there in riot upon the property of 
their creditors » 

I KNOW that by the ftatute of 32d George II.' a Debtor 
has a right to fend out of the Gaol for liquor and other ne- 
ce/Taries*. This is a very judicious provifion ; and very be- 
neficial to prifoners where they have the full and free ufe of 
it. But feme •Gaolers there are, who find ways to reftrain 
this privilege,, for the profits of their tap : whereas if Gaol- 
ers were prohibited from all concern in the fale of liquor, 
this would not only remove that check, and rellore to pri- 
foners the free enjoyment of the liberty they are entitled to i 

* ** At his free will and pleafure, to fend for, or to have brought to him — at fta- 
fonablf times in the day timei any beer, ale, viftuals, or any other neceffary food.*^ 

but 


n 
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but would alfo be the means of fupprefling much Intempe- 
rance •, and perhaps of entirely abolifhing*G<?r«/)5&, as well 
as Clubs or night aflcfciations. 

That it is neceflary to 'deprivd Gaolers of all profits 
arifing from the I'ap, I am convinced, not by mere fpecu- 
lation, but by what I have learned from convqrfation with 
Gaolers themfelves. I afked two of tKem, whom I found 
candid and intelligent, ** what they thought would be the 
“ moll likely means of effedling a thorough reformatidh in 
“ Gaols.” The anfwer I had fronj both, was to this pur- 
pofc, “ Let no licences be granted for felling beer or wine 
“ in Gaols ; let it be made feme other way worth our while 
** to keep them.” 


Gaolers feould have falaries proportioned to the trull 
and trouble j fince no office, if faithfully and humanely ad- 
minillered, better deferves an adequate encouragement : yet 
npt fe much as to raife them above attention to their duty, 
and the daily infpedion of their Gaols. 

The Gaol-Committee t which I have mentioned before, iii 
their Report of the Marllialfea Prifen, 14 May 1729, after 
enumerating many mifehiefs which they found had been 
occafioned by the Gaoler’s holding or letting the tap, draw 
the following conclufion ; “ This ftiews the inconveniency 
of the Keepers having the advantage of the Tap-houfe, 
** fince to advance the rent thereof, and to confumc the li- 

H, X quors 
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** nuors there vended, they not only encourage riot and 
“ drunkennefs, but alfo prevent the needy prifoner from 
“ being liip plied by his friends with the mecr neceflkries of 
life, in (Jrder to encreafe an exorbitant gain to their , 
tenants.” 

When I was in Ireland (January 17^5) t found, not 
without fome furprife, that no liquors were fold in any of 
thc^ prifons which I fiw. Upon inquiry, I learned that 
there is an A< 5 t againft it, made in the third year of his pre- 
fent Majefty *, 

No Prifoner Ihould be a Turnkey. It is the 
Gaoler’s duty to infpe^l the wards himfelf every day, 
and not to leave this to fervants -f . The Magijirata of 


* The preamble runs thus, ** WJicreas many frauds and abufes have been com- 
mitted by Gaolers — brewing of drink, and baking of bread, which they oblige 
“ their prifoners to take from them at their own rates— Be it enadled— that no 
“ Gaoler or any perfon in trull for him, fliall brew or bake in the Gaol— or in any 
place — for fale, or keep any Ihop for the felling of bread, or beer, or ale, or 
other liquors, under the penalty of five pounds for every fuch oficncc/^ 

t my firft joforncys'inany County-Gaolers cxcufcd thcmfelves from going with 
me into the Felons Ward, In one County-Gaol the Felons told me once and again 
that the Gaoler had not been in their ward for months, I would not have quoted 
a report from Felons, if the Turnkey, who was prcfcnt, had not confirmed their 
tcilimony* 


Glafgow 
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Gkfgow * have exprefsiy ordered that The Gaoler every 
“ morning and evening,' at the opening of, and before the 
fhutting up the prifon, fliall perfonally vifit every room 
** and place therein.”* 

He muft encourage and promote cleanlinefs. For this 
reafon an old or infirm man fliould not be a Gaoler : when 
that is the cafe, all is commonly dirty. He fliould be 
compaflionate to the fick. If he is efrdered to diftribute the 
allowance, he muft do juftice to the county or city, anJ to 
his prifoners, by giving to the latter Jtlie fullftated quantity. 

I HAVE faid before, a Gaoler fhquld not live at a difiance 
from his pritbn riiould not only refide on the fpot^ 

but be conftantly,at home. Prifoners generally take advan- 
tage from his abfcnce. For this reafon, no Keeper of a 
Prifon Ihowld be a Skr/f’s Officer, Such are very often 
abroad j and fomc of them have acknowledged to me, that 


* I OUGHT not here to omit my grateful acknowledgment of the polltcnefs and 
civility of theft* Gentlemen, who, on my vifit to the place in January 1775, did me 
the honour of prefenung me with the freedom of the city, in a manner •truly hofpi. 
table and obliging. 


t The bad confcquences of a contrary police I have often feen and lamented; 
particularly at Dublin Newgate. 


‘their 


SHF.RlPr’i 
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their bufinefs as Officers was incompatible with their duty 
as Gaolers. 

Chaplain., I HAD the pleafure to find a Chaplain appointed to mofi; 

of the County-Gaols • in coif/eqiicnce of the Ait made 13th 
of his prefent Majeiiy. When this office is vacant, it be- 
hoves Magiftrates not to take the firft Clergyman who of- 
fers his fervice, without regarding his real charadier. They 
fliould choofe one who is in principle a Chrijlian: who 
will not content himfelf with ofliciating in public ; but 
will converfe with thp prifoners i admoniffi the profligate i 
exhort the thoughtlefs j comfort the fick ; and make known 
to the condemned tha| Mercy which is revealed in the 
GoJ^el. 

In the Life of Bernard Gilpiny page 173, the writer, 
fpeaking of his labours, informs us, that “ w.here-ever he 
** came, he ufed to vifit all the Jails and places of confine- 
** ment ; few in the kingdom having at that time * any ap- 
“ pointed Minifter.” And by his affedionate addrefs “ he 


• In the reign of Queen Mary, this faithful Minijler t>f the Gofpel was to have 
been a facrifice : but in his journey from Durham to London, where he expefled to 
fuher, his leg was broken by a fall from his horfe ; and by that circumflatice Provi- 
dence faved him from the fiery trial : for the bigotted Queen died before his recovery. 
In the next reign he was promoted to the rich living of Houghton in Northumber- 
land : and it was there he laboured, as is faid above. 
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“ is laid to have reformed many very abandpned perfons m 
** thofe places.” 

, In fome prifons where there is a Chaplain apppinted, .no* 
wordiip is fixed for Sunday : in fome where that day is fix- 
ed, the Chaplain, clioofing his hours, comes fometimes too 
foon in the morning, fometimes between corning and even- 
ing Jcrvice, at the prifoners dinner-time : in fome there is 
no fixed day at all. It would be proper to have fermon and 
prayers once at leaft on the Lord’s Day ; and prayers two 
fixed days in the week befides. Ahd if a Chapter of the 
New Tejlament were read daily in order by one of the pri- 
foners to the reft, or by the Gaoler *, before the diftribu- 
tion of prifon allowance, the time would not be mifpcnt. 
The reader, if a prifoner, might be allowed a fmall weekly 
penfion. The Gaoler fliould not, as fome ifo, hinder any 
prifoner froln attending divine fervice. He ought to re- 
move every hindrance: and, on Sunday efpeciaily, novi- 
fitants Ihould be admitted during that time. Vilitants who 
are there before, fliould go out or attend. 

Upon aflcing at more places than one, ** why thJre were 
fo few prifoners at prayers,” I have been anfwered, “ they 
are drinking with their friends.” The Gaoler fliould be 
conftant at Chapel with his prifoners ; and fet a good exam- 


• See Mr. Smith’s PraiUce at Totbillfields,, Weftminller. 


pie 
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pie for them tQ follow. The Chaplain who officiates in the 
Gaol may alfo be employed at the Bridewell, where the dif- 
tance will allow j and preach once a Sunday in each prifon. 

It perhaps will be faid, that I propofe a great deal of 
duty to thefe gentlemen. The Adt juft recited allows a fum 
not exceeding Jifty ^pounds a year for their fervices. Many 
counties have fixed that falary j but I ftiould hope fhat 
Clergymen might be 'found who would adt from a much 
nobler motive, a regard to the moft important interefts of 
their fellow-creatures.*' 

THE late Adt for preferring the health of prifoners re- 
quires that an experienced Surgeon or Apothecary be appointed 
to every Gaol : a man of repute in his profeffion. His bu- 
finefs is, in tfilb firft place, to order the immediate removal 
of the fick to the Infirmary. Their irons ftioUld be taken 
off; and they ftiould have, not only medicines, but alfo 
diet fuitable to their condition. He muft diligently and 
daily vifit them himfelf j not leaving them to journeymen 
and apprentices. He ftiould conftarttly inculcate the necef- 
fity of cleanlinefs and frefti air j and the danger of crowding 
prifoners together. I need not add, that he muft report to 
the Jufticcs at each Quarter Seffions, a ftate of the health 
of the prifoners under his care. 

At Newgate there are commonly about two hundred pri- 
foners. 
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foners. Here the danger to them, and to the city from 
them, is great. To this capital prifon in the metropolis, 
the Magiftrates would, in my humble opinion, do well to 
appoint a Phj/fidant * a Surgeon, and Apothecary. One of 
the two latter to vifit each ward in the prifon every day. 
The two Compters are near enough to be taken care of by 
the fame gentleipen ; and they need to^be vifited as con- 
ftaji^tly. This attention would, in all probability, prevent 
the fpread of any infed;ious difeafe in thofe Gaols ; and flop 
the mouths of County-Gaolers, who, when their prifons 
are infedled, tell you (as I have often heard them) ** The 
** diftemper was brought from Newgate by prifoners re- 
** moved from thence by habeas corpus." 

NO Prifoner fhould be fubjedt to any demand of Fees. 
The Gaoler iliould have a falary in lieu of them j and fo 
Ihould the Turnkeys. Their wages ihould not be included 
in the Gaoler’s falary : and not only their pay, but the 
number of them neceffary for each prifon, ihould be deter- 
mined by the Magiftrates. Neither of thofe articles iliould 
be left to the interefted appointment of a Gaoler. If fees 
be not aboliflied, I am fure they ihould be reduced ^ and fo 
ihould the Chamber Rents for Maiter-fide Debtors. In this 
matter* (of the Chambers) another regulation is alfo need- 
ful ; that is, no middlc-iized room ihould have more beds 
than two. The bedding and other furniture iliould be fpe- 
cihed as to articles and value. 

I For 


Fees^ 
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For Common-^de Debtors there fhould be a ward entirely 
free : they fliould not be fubjed: to any demand of rent ; as 
in many prifons they are. Thefe prifoners fliould either be 
'alimented J>y their creditors without e'xpence and delay ; or , 

* f 

have from the county the fame allowance of every kind (at 
leaft) as felons : food, bedding, and medicine. 

IN order .to cleanliness, than which fcarce any thing 
in« the whole oecononay of a Gaol is of more importance, 
every ward and room fliould be well fcraped ; and then 
waflied with lime and Vvater during the ad ofeffervefcencc*^, 
at leaft: twice a year j juft after the Lent and Summer Afiize. 
Each ^va^d and room fliould be fwept, and waflied, every 
day, by the refpedlve inhabitant j and fome times with hot 
vinegar. Idle Gaolers afFed to excufe their negligence in 
this refped, by pretending that daily waihing would make 
the rooms too damp, and endanger the health of prifoners. 
This is mere pretence : the efied is diredly contraiy. 
There is not in England a prifon more healthy, confidering 
the number of prifoners of the loweft fort, than Tothilljields 
Bridewell -y where the rooms are waflied every day. The 
prifoners* do the work by turns ; and the healthinefs of the 
prifon is a demonftration, that no inconvenience, but great 
benefit, is the confequence. In Newgate, the priforier who 
fweeps the ward has a double allowance of bread. Every 

'♦This is called Lime-white, although whiting is not an ingredient in it. 

prifoner 
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prifoher Ihould be obliged to waih bis hands, and face before 
he comes for his daily allowance ; and to keep himfelf as 
neat as circumftances will admit *. I have faid before, 
there fliould be pleAty of water in a prifon ; and need not 
add now, that prifoners fhould conftantly have free and eafy 
accefs to it. 

fvERY prifoner who comes to Gaol dirty, fliould be 
waflied in the cold or warm bath * and his cloaths fliqjHld 
be put into the oven, in a lack on a pair of iron dogs. He 
fliould be provided with coarfe wftfliing cloaths to wear 
while his own are thus purifying ; wafliing cloaths fliould 
be kept ready in the Gaol for this*purpofe. Each prifoner 
fliould have a clean fliirt once a week. There fliould be in 
each ward a towel on a roller clean every day. Pails, mops, 


• Sir John Pringle, in his laft Anniverfary Difeourfe at the Royal Society, 
on the fubjed of Captain Cook's fuccefsful cai’c of the (hip's crew in his Voyage 
round the World ; and the medal defervedly adjudged to him on that account, has 
the following palTage at page 26. It is well known how much Cleanlincfs conduces 
to health ; but it is not fo obvious how much it alfo tends to good order and other 
“ virtues. That diligent officer was perfuaded — that fuch men as he could induce 
to be more cleanly, tfian they were difpofed to be of themfelves, became at the 
fame tjmc more fober, more orderly, and more attentive to their duty." This 
remark is confirmed by an obfervation in the Spe^ator^ No. 631, “ Several 
vices, dellrudtivc both to mind and body, arc inconfiftent with the habit of 
Cleanlincfs," 


l2 


brooms, 
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brooms, foap, .vinegar, and fuel for the oven, /hould be 
ilipplicd by the county or town : otherwife Gaols will never 
be kept clean and wholelbme. 

• ^ 

No liable or dunghill Ihould be fulFered in the yard * ** j 
nor any fowls kept there, which I have often feen not only 
in the yarcfe, but ajfo in the rooms of many prifons. Sweep- 
ings, afties, &c. Ihould be taken away every week. 

4 

« 

IF the bedding is l|^raw, it Ihould be put in coarfe can- 
vafs ; if it is not fo enclofed, it ought to be changed every 

week. Each bed Ihould have a coarfe coverlid or two. 

•> 

Prisoners Ihould not remain in.the day-time in the lit- 
tle rooms or cabins in which they fleep : they Ihould have a 
common ward, day-room or kitchen. 

THOSE who drink only water, and have no nutritious 


• The of Parliament in Ireland, which I mentioned in a former note, 
orders that No Gaoler or any perfon employed ty him^ ihall prefume on any ac- 

** count to keep in the faid Gaols, or the yard, or the houfes adjoining thereto, and 
provided for the ufc of fuch prifoners^ any hogs, cows, or other cattle, 'under the 
penalty of forty Ihillings fcr fttch hog,, cow, or other bcaft kept in the faid Gaol 
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liquor, ought to have at leaft a pound and half of bread 
every day. The bread Ihould be one day old, and then 
honeAly weighed to them. If once a week (fuppole on 
Sunday) fame qf 'the coarfer pieces of beef we^e boiled in 
the copper, and half a pound of the meat without bone 
given to each prifoner, with a quart of the broth, and then 
only one pound qf bread, this Swidc^ Dinner might be made 
an^encouragement to peaceable and orderly behaviour : the 
turbulent and refractory fliould not have it. Such an^al- 
lowance, might help to remove a bad cuftom that obtains 
too generally, the pretence of refreflling prifoners with bet- 
ter food and drink on Sunday j upon which many are ad- 
mitted into the Gaols, and keep the prifoners from Chapel. 

I STATE the «allowance in weight ^ not money, becaufe 
of the variable price. Befidcs that quantity of bread, each 
prifoner IhOuld have a penny a day in money for cheefe, 
butter, potatoes, peafe, or turnips ; or he iHould have a 
pennyworth of one of thofe articles. 

Here, as in the tap, I muft infift upon it* as highly ne* 
cefl'ary, that every Gaoler, Bridewell-Keeper, Turnkey, &c. 
be excluded from all concern in the prifoners allowance j 
from aH profit arifing direBly or indireSily from the fale of 
their bread, or other food. Whoever diftributes it, fliould 
be free from all temptation to fraud ; and be fubjeCt to a 

Ikong 
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ftrong check The whole allowance of prifoners (hould 
Jiever be given them in money. 

The Reader will plainly fee, that *I am not an advocate , 
for extravagant and frofufe allowance to prifoners. I plead 
only for neceffaries, in fuch a moderate quantity, as may 
fupport h^lth and ilrength for labour, r The law allows 
the poor debtor who is detained in prifon, two (hillings and 
fm^r-pence per week T* (I with it were more eafily obtained) 
and the government allowance to aflize convicts under fen- 
tence of tranfportatioA is a little more, viz, two (hillings 
and (ix-pence j which the Sheriff charges to Government in 
his bill of cravings, prefcnted at the expiration of his office. 
And I believe upon the average price of bread, potatoes, 6cc. 
the allowance I have mentioned does not exceed thofe fums. 
I prefume it may be thought rather incongruous to allow 
prifoners before trial (on which fome of them may be found 
not guilty) Icfs than is given to thofe that are convifted. 


No 

Quarrels# 


NO FIGHTING (hould be fuffered in a Gaol : no quarrel- 
ing, or abufivfc language j nor the frequent occafion of them. 


• In Ireland the Minifter of the Pariffi where the Gaol is, orders the felons bread; 
and keeps ((hould keep) the account of it : for he is allowed by Ail of Parliament 
-a fum not exceeding ten pounds a year for the trouble. 

t 32d George II. 

gaming. 
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gapaing. If any one be injured, let him complain to the 
Keeper, who fhould hear both parties face to face, decide 
the matter, and punim the aggreffor by clofer confinement. 

Faults that deferve Tmore fcvere animadverfion,, Ihould bd 
referved for the cognizance of^ the Magiftrates, or an infpec- 
tor : of whom prefently. 

^ONEY fent, colledled, or bequeathed, fliould be diltri- Dokatioxs 
buted by the Magiftrates. Some of*it might be laid ou^ in Lecacies. 
tools, &c. for fuch. debtors as. will work. 

The mention of legacies reminds me of the need there 
is of a lift of them painted legibly cm a board ; which /hould 
be hung up fo as to be read by the prifoners. Very few 
Gaols have fuch a table ; and for want of it many Legacies 
have been entirely loft j and the charitable intention of the 
Teftators frliftrated. Yet care of legacies is exprefsly required 
by the A<ft 32d George II. 

In the like confpicuous manner fhould be hung up in Tacee 

0 I' 

every Gaol an authentic table of fees, tilbthey are abo- -Fee , 
lifhed. This alfo is exprefsly required by the fimie Adi. 

Yet in many Gaols it is totally difregarded, and they have 
no fuch* tables. 

In the Ad 24th George II. which prohibits the ufe of 
fpirituous liquors in Prifons or Workhoufes, it is exprefsly 

required. 
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required, that every Gaoler, Keeper, Mafter, &c. lhall pro- 
cure one or more copies of the three claufes * which contain 
the feveral- articles of the prohibition, to be printed or fairly 
written, and hung up in one of the molt public places of , 
the Prifon or Work-houfe, and renewed as occafion re- 
quired, under the penalty of forty fliillihgs for every default. 

• f 

There (hould alfo be a lift of the allowance to pri- 
foRers : for want of which I have known them defrauded of 
a confiderable part of their food : the whole of which is no 
where more than fuf^cient. The fame lift fliould exhibit 
the particulars of bedding, or ftraw. 

The A(ft for preferving the health of prifoners requires 
that it be painted on a board, &c. as afofefaid : not merely 
written or printed on paper, becaufe that is more perifliable, 

and 


^ In the prohibiting claufes, a fine of one hundred pounds is laid upon any 

Gaoler, Keeper, Mafter, &c. who fhall fell, ufe, lend, or give away any fuch 

« 

liquors ; or knowingly permit them to be fold, ufed, 8cc. in the Houfe ; except 
they be*prefcribed by a regular Phyficlan, Surgeon, or Apothecary, to be ufed me- 
dicinally. And a fine of ten pounds to twenty pounds, or any time not exceeding 
three months iinprifonment, for any perfon who (hall bring fuch liquors into the 
Houfe. One moiety of thefe fines, as well as of that mentioned above, to the in- 
former : the other moiety of each of the two fmallcr fines to the prifoners ; or, in 
the Work-houfe, to the poor. 
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and liable to be torn*. The Rules for Cleanlineis, and Or- 
ders againft Garnilh, Gaming, Drunkennefs, Quarreling, 
Profanenefs and Obfce'nity, Ihould alfo be vifibly exhibited ; 
.with the penalties ‘for each of thofe crimes. T<he penalties, 
fliould be fixed by the Magiftrates, or by law. * The table 
fhould alfo fhew the hours of opening and fliutting the feveral 
wards j and of a|tending public worfliip. Befides fetting 
down thefe hours in a table, notice fhould be given of them 
by a bell, as in the dock-yards. I» have known prifoners 
abfent from Chapel, who faid they would have been there, 
but did not know the fcrvicc was performing. 

It is exprefsly required by the .Aft 32 d George 11. that 
Rules and Orders made, figned, and confirmed, as the 
Table of Fees, be drawn up for every Prifon T> and hung 
up confpicuoujly in it for infpeftion of prifoners. Yet in 

many 

I DO not remember to have feen the claufes hung up in any Work-hotife. I fliall 
in the fecpiel mark the numerous prifons that have the fame defeft : I could alfa 
have mentioned prifons in which, notwithftanding the Afl, Ipirituous liquors are 
ufed : and I could even name Gaolers who find ways to evade the i and do 
themfelvcs fell fuch liquors to their prifoners. 

♦ I MENTION this circumftance, that may feem trifling, as I know the difpofition 
of prifoners to deftroy, the copies of the claufes againft fpirituous liquors. 

f “Be it alfo enafted — That the Judges and Jufliccs of Affize— -fliall, at all 

Aflizes—make inquiry whether fuch T^ble of Fees, and Rules and Oders— 

K are 
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many Prifons neither Fees nor Orders are to be ieen : the 
latter in very few. 

* FINALDY, The care of a Prifon is too important to be , 
left wholly to a Gaoler j paid indeed for his attendance, 
but often- tempted by his paffions, or intereft, to fail in his 
duty. To' every jprilbn there iliould b^ an In/pedtor ap- 
pointed i either by his colleagues in the magiftracy, or by 
Pa^iament Sheriffs and Magiftrates have indeed this 
power already ; and prifons^ are their immediate care. But 
fome Sheriffs excufe themfelves from attention to this part 
of their duty, on account of the fhort duration, expence, 
and trouble of their ofSce : and thofe Gentlemen, as well 
as Gentlemen in the Commiffion of the Peace, have no 
doubt been fearful of the confequence of. looking into pri- 
fbns. But the danger from fuch inlpedtion is. in great mea- 

“ arc hung up and remain publick — and (hall inform themfelves — and Aipply 
“ and redrefs— rand lhall exprefsJy give in charge to every Grand Jury 
“ impanelled and fworn before them relpeflively, to make - inejuiries concerning 
“ the fame. ” 

• The Vagrant Aft 17th George II. requires that Two Jullices vilit the Houfes 
ofCoricftion “ twice, or oftener if need be, in every year; an-d to cxan;.iue into 
" the eftate and management thereof, and to report, &c.” And that the Juftices at 
Quarter Seffions itnpofc fines and penalties on the Governors or Mailers who do not 
keep their prifoners to hard labour, and puni/h and correft them according to the 
direftions of the warrants, &c. . 

t 

fare 
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Hire removed ; and It may be expedled that Sheriffs will 
now engage in this bufinefs j and that among Juflices, and 
Town-Magiftratcs, there may always he found one man 
■generous enough to undertake this important fe^viee. Or * 
if the conftant trouble be thought too much for one perfon, 
it may proceed by annual, quarterly, or monthly rotation. 
The Infpedlor fh«uld make his vifit oncv in a week, or at 
moil: in a fortnight ; changing his days. He fhould take 
with him a memorandum of all the rules, and inquire iijfto 
the obfervance or negledt of them. He fliould (as is done 
in fome of our Hofpitals) look into ^ery room, to fee if it 
be clean, &c. He fhould fpeak with every prifoner ; hear 
all complaints ; and immediately cofreeft what he Bnds ma- 
nifeflly wrong : what he doubts of, he may refer to his 
brethren in office*, at their next meeting. A good Gaoler 
will be pleafed with this ferutiny : it will do him honour, 
and confirm him in his ftation. In cafe of a lefs worthy 
Gaoler, the examination is more needful, in order to his 
being reprimanded and, if he be incorrigible, to his being 
difeharged. This Honourable Delegate fhould have no fa- 
lary: he fhould engage from the noble motive of doing 
juflice to prifoners, and fervice to his country. 

I HAVE often inquired of Gaolers whether the Sheriffs, 
Juflices, or Town-Magiflrates infpeded their Gaols. Many 
of the oldeft have anfwered, ** None of ihofe Gentlemen 
** ever looked into the dungeons^ or even the wards of my 

K 2 “ Gaol.” 
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** Gaol.” Otliers have faid, ** Thofe Gentlemen think 
** that if they came into my Gaol, they Ihould foon be in 
** their graves.” Others, ** The Juftices think the infide 
*** of my Ifoufe too dole for them ; fhey fatisfy themfelves. 
** with viewing the outlide.” Now if Magiftrates continue 
thus negligent of their duty, a general thorough reformation 
of our Prilbns muA be deipaired of : whafe has been already 
obtained will foon be loft, and all will link again in to, the 
former dreadful condition * 


BRIDE WELLS. 


I F our Bridewells be not more properly conducted, fend- 
ing prifoners from them to County-Gaols will defeat all 
the care of the moft attentive Gaolers, and the whole inten- 
tion of the A€l for preferving the health of prifoners ; and 
difeharged offenders will fpread difeafe and vice where-ever 


* The author of Telemctchus elegantly remarks, “ The profperous turn away 
their eyes from the mifcrahlc, not through xnfcnfibiHiy, but becaufe the light is 
an interruption of their gaiety,” 


they 
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they go; and in/lead of being amended, become an aggra- 
vated evil to focicty. 

I 

It is a ihocking ‘ thing to dellroy in prifon’fhe morals j 
the health, and (as is often done) the lives of thofe whom 
the law configns only to ^ar^/ labour and correBion. One is 
charged with baftardy : another is abi^livc in* a drunken 
quarrel : a young creature, who perhaps was never taught 
a moral leflbn, is guilty of fome petty theft : fend thei^ to 
Bridewell for a year, or two, which they muft confume in 
idlencfs, hunger, dirt, with companions much improved 
by fuch education — If that prifon be not fecure, fend them 
into Bill worfe company, that oi» abandoned felons in the 
County-Gaol What is this but devoting them to de- 
llrudliou ? 

Every tounty and town that has a Bridewell fhould be 
careful to fee, firlt of all, that it be fuitable to the purpole. 
In many places the County-Gaol is alfo a Bridewell. But 
this prifon ought to be quite feparate from the Gaol j at 
Icaft not within the fame walls : nor fliould even the court- 
yard be common to both. The building muft b*e propor- 
tioned to the general number of delinquents. None of the 

rooms* for confinement fhould be lower than the ground- 
« 

floor : rather a ftory above it. Each work-room fliould have 
a thorough-fare for air : but the oppofite windows need not 
be equal ; the back windows half the fize of thofe in front, 

and 
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and fix feet from the floor. Few or none of the windows 
/JjouJd have ghfs ; only ihutters; and thefe fliould be open 
/everai Aoura in the day. In the court-yard (for fuch is 
riecedkry in ‘every prifon *) there ihould be a pump, or 
fame other provihon for water in plenty. And priibners 
iliould be permitted to walk about, when they have done 
working. 

For in work they ought, moft certainly, to be employed. 
This is indifpenfibly requifite. Not one who is not fick 
fhould be idle. Wh^re the prifoners are numerous, 
there Ihould be feveral work-rooms j and but few pri- 
foners in one room. Tl;»ofe who work by compulflon are 
more likely to be ieduced to idlcnefs in large compa- 
nies, than when they are more by themfelves. The 
Keeper Ihould be a mafter of fome manu failure -f- i man 

. of 

• By an Aft 7th James I. Cap. IV. it is required that there be in every county 
One or more fit and convenient Hou/c or Houfes of Correftion, with convenient 

Backfide thereunto adjoining Every Jufticc of Peace within every county— 

where fuch Houfe and Backfide fiiall not be creeled or provided/' (within about 
two years) ‘‘ (hall foffeit for his faid negled, five pounds of lawful Englilh money 
one moiety t# the informer, the other towards -crewing, building, &c, the faid 
Houfe and Backfide, 

And an A£l made in Ireland the loth and iith of Charles L requires the fame, 
under the like penalty for ncgicdl. 

f The A6ls cited in the preceding note require that Houfes of Correction have 
Mills, Turns, Cards, and fuch-like neceffary implements, to fet rogues or other 
idle pfrfons on work/' And the Aft 47th George II, quoted in a former notej 

requires 
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of- a<9;ivity prudence, and temper. And he (hould 
keep his prifoners at work ten hours a day j meal-times 
included. 

For women, efpecralty tl^ofe that have children with 
them, and fometimes at the bread, there Ihould be a chim- 
ney in one or t;vv^o rooms : and in winter firing diould be 
allowed. I have known infants flarved to death for want of 
this. In fome prifons the fmokc has*no vent but at thedtjors 
and w'indows. In fome Bridewells there fliould be a feparate 
"little room or two for faulty apprentices, as at ^othilljields, 
and Clerkenwell. In all, two airy wards for the fick, with me- 
dical relief. Men and women /lioeld have work-/ljops, as 
well as night- rooms, feparate-j". There fiiould be baths, and an 
oven, for the fame purpofes as in the Gaols. In fome Coun- 
ty-Bridewells there arc from twenty to thirty prifoners, and 

requires that the Julliccs at their Quarter Seflions take eiFedlual care that the 
“ Houfes of Corredlion-— be duly fitted up, furnilhed, and Jupplied with fufiicient 
^ implements, materials, and furniture, for keeping, relieving, fetting to work, 

‘‘ employing, and corredling all idle and diforderly perfons, rogues, vagabonds, 

• 

It was remarked* that a Gaoler fliould not be an old or infirm perfor^; the fame 
caution is requilite with regard to the Keeper of a Bride^voell^ fince fuch an one would 
neither be able to keep the prifoners properly at work, nor to prevent their making 
ihclr efcape at the time of locking up, as I knew to happen at Prellon in Lancalhire, 
and other places. 

t In all Prifons, it would be an excellent improvement to have little crib bedflcads 
for each perfon to lie upon fcparately. Thcfc have been introduced at the county 
Gadl of Suffolk, to my account of which I refer for a more particular defeription of 
them. 

in 
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,n Tothillfields.and Clerkenwell many more. Great care 
ihould be taken to prevent infection ; to keep the Hoafe 
clean, and well aired i and Invariably to adhere to Hridt rules 
of fobriety*and diligence, in order to corredi the faults of • 
prifoners, and make them for the future ulefuJ to fociety. 
Gentle di/clpline is commonly more efRcacious than feve~ 
rity ; which (hould not be exercifed but o!> fuch as will not 
be amended by lenity. Thefe fhould be punifhed by fqli- 
tar^' confinement on bread and water, for a time propor- 
tioned to their fault. The Keeper fhould, by all means, 
refide in the Houfe. fie ihould not be fuffered to farm any 
part of the alloWi-ince ; nor to fell liquor, or any thing elfe. 
The whole management* fiiould be frequently inquired into, 
in the fame manner as that of a Gaol, and by the lame 
Infpedors. 

I KNOW not any reafon why a Houfe of Corfedion may 
not be conduded with as much regularity, as any other 
houfe where the family is equally numerous. Some foreign 
Bridewells are fo conduded. Let the fober and diligent be 
diftinguifhed 'by fome preference in their diet, or lodging ; 
or by ihortening the term of their confinements and giving 
them, when difcharged, a good charader. This lail will 

^ t 

be a ftrong incitement to good behaviour. The common 
diet fliould be at leaji as good and as much as that of felons 
in a Gaol. The hours of riling, of reading a chapter in 

the 
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the biblc, or prayers, of meals, of work, &<;. Ihould all be 
fixed by the magiftrates, and notice of them given by a bell. 

A Bridewell under proper regulation would fontributc 
not a little towards its own maintenance. An exad account 
Biould be kept of the profit of the work f and all of it ap- 
plied to common benefit; not left to the difpofaVof Keep- 
ers : for fome of ^hem in the few Bridewells where work is 
done, keep to themfclves a fixth part,* fome half and foij^e 
the whole of the prifoners earnings ; giving them only the 
ihort county-allowance, and fometiiftes but part of that. 
When I faid all the earnings fhould go to common ftock, I 
meant it of the Rated hours for working. Thofe who will 
employ thcmfelves in extra-hours, (hould have the profit to 
thcmfelves. And perhaps it might be an encouragement to 
diligence in the Rated hours, to give them fome fmall por- 
tion of the profit of thefe alfo. With regular oeconomy, 
Prifoners would be better nourilhed, and fitter for labour, 
than they now are ; and yet the county not burthened with 
much, if any, additional expence. But a building fit for 
the intention ought firR to be provided. 

The charge of this, as well as of a proper Gaol, will no 
doubt, be complained of. But if that be weighed againR 
the benefit that will accrue to the public, it will be found 
but light. Befides that ought not to be allowed as a valid 

L obje<RiDn, 
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objeaion, the^occaBon of which ihouldh^ve been remored 
long ago. Why have fome Prifons been fuffered to become 
ruinous } fo that many rooms In them are unfafe, and pn- , 

' foners are^crowded together in the few that remain ? Why^ 
were not the walls of the yards repaired in time, that prifon- 
ers might with fafety be allowed the proper ufe of them ? 
Money, to the aipount of thoufands . is pot witheld when 
Shire-halls and Town-halls are wanted. Thefe we often fee 
gt^^and and elegant Edifices. Why Ihould it be fpared when 
the morals and lives of multitudes are at ftake ; and when it 
is impoflible the deligliofthe Legillature Ihould be anfwered 
without it? I mean amending the manners of Petty Offen- 
ders } preventing the increale of felonies, and the fpread of 
difeafes. That the two latter, inftead of being prevented, are 
promoted by the prefent irregularity of Bridewells, is noto- 
rious * . Prefcription founded on culpable negligence 
fliould not be admitted in bar of a demand, which every 
principle of equity, humanity, and utility confpires to 
enforce, 

I HAVE only farther to add under this head, that the 


* The Marquis Beccaria clofts his 30tb chapter with this maxim. “ The puniih- 
“ ment of a crime cannot be juft, (that is neceffary) if the Laws have not endeavour- 
“ ed to prevent that crime by the beft means which, times, and circumftances would 
allow.” 


management 
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management of Bridewells is now a matter of more 
than ordinary concern, iince offenders are at prefent 
» committed to them tor terms fo long as from tiree fo ten 
,years, MoA of thefe perfons would probabl/hive been' 
fen fenced to tranjportatm when that mode of puniihment 
was in ufe. 

I HAD taken tome pains to make inquiries concerning the 
ftate of tranjports, with regard to whom many cruelties ^nd 
impofitions were commonly pradifed, and whofe condition 
was in many refpeds equally contrary to humanity and good 
policy : I flattered myfelf that I had difcovered means of 
remedying thefe evils in a confiderable degree, and of dif- 
burthening the counties of a heavy expence with which 
they were chargod j and was preparing to lay them before 
the Public, when a new turn was given to the matter by 
Ad of Parliament 


• 1 6th of George III. Cap. XLIII. An Aft to authorife, for a limited Time, 
the Punifliment hy hard Labour of Offenders who, for certain Crimes, arc or IhaH 
become liable to be tranfported to any of his Majefty’s Colonies and Flanjtations. 

I WENT one Sunday in Oftober laft to fee the Men-Convifts on board the Jufiitia 
near Woolwich. I wiftied to have found them more healthy j and their provilion 
good of the fort j and to have joined with them in divine fervice. But as the feheme 
it new, and temporary, I am not willing to complain. 

L 2 
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Since this has taken place, I fupprefs what I had writ- 
ten ; and ihall only give, at the end of my book, a lift of 
the numbers delivered from Newgate for tranfportation in • 
•the courfepT three years. This will fhew, in a very alarm-, 
ing light, the danger there may be in future of crowding 
our prifons, fo as to produce the moil deftru<flive confe- 
quences. 


% 

I CANNOT conclude this Section without attempting to 
obviate ibme objedlions*" that may occur to the improvements 
propofed in it. It may be faid, that from the many conve- 
niences fiiggeiled in the ^ru<5i:ure of Gaols, and the removal 
of thofc hardihips which rendered them fo terrible, the 
dread of being confined in them will in ‘great meafure be 

taken off, and the lower clafles of people will find them 

» 

more comfortable places of refidence than their own houfes. 
But let it be confidered, in the firil place, that al- 
though I have indeed recommended fuch attentions in the 
conilrudlion and management as may free them from the 
dtfe,afes and hdrdjfnps under which they have laboured, I have 
propoled nothing to give them an air of elegance, or pleafant- 
nefs. On the contrary, I have cenfured the plan of • fonie 
modern Gaols as too Ihewy and Iplendid j and nothing a- 
broad ilruck me more with regard to theie buildings, than 
the perfedl plainnefs and Jimplicity of their appearance. Then, 
' withrrefpeifl to the more hupiane treatment of the prifoneVs 

in 
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in the articles of food) lodging, and the liHe, I venture to 
aflert, that if to it be joined fuch ftrift regulations in pre- 
• venting all diffipation’and riotous amufement, as I have in- 
, culcated, confinement in a prifon, though it ni^y ceafe to* 
be deftrudlive to health and morals, will not fail to be fuf- 
ficiently irkfome and difagreeable, efpecially to the idle and 
profligate. 


SECTION 



S E C. T I O N 

f 


IV- 


A N AC CO UNT OF FOREIGN 

PRISONS- 


I DESIGNED to pvblifti the Account of our Prifons 
in the Spring 1775, after I returned from Scotland, 
and Ireland. But conjecturing that fomething ufeful 
to my purpofe, might be collected abroad, I laid alide my 
papers, and travelled into France, Flanders, Holland, and 
Germany. I flattered myfelf that my labour was not quite 
fruitlefs : and repeated my vifit to thefe countries, and alfo 
to Switzerland, lafl: fummer. 

ft 

I SHAtL not give an account of every foreign prifon I 
faw, whether it had any thing peculiar or not ; this would 
be tedious and uninllruCtive. Nor do I mention the 'frauds 
which I obferved, or from the evalive anfwers of Keepers, 
had reafon to fufpeCt. The redrefs and inveftigation of fo- 
reign ^abufes was not my objeCt. 


In 
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FRANCE. 


In my relation I fliall follow the order of my laft 
journey, and begin with 


RANGE. 


I N or near Paris are the Conciergeriey Grand and Petit 
Chateletf Fort L'Ev^que, the Bic^tre j and fome others. 

My firfl queftion at each prifon commonly was, ** Whe- 
ther the Gaoler or Keeper relided i» the Hou/e?. " and the 
anfwcr was always in the affirmative. 

Most Prifons in the city have three or four gates ; from 
4 to 4I- feet high ; feparated from each other by a little area 
or court. Within the inner gate is, in fome prifons, a 
‘Turnjlile. Tlic number and lownefs of the gates ^at each 
of which you mull ftoop) and the turnftiles, effedlually 
prevent the prifoners rufliing out. 

» 

In moft of the prifons there are five or fix I’urnkeys j vir, 
two or’ three at the gates ; one walking in the yard, to pre- 
vent conferring and plotting (a circumftance to- which 
French Gaolers are very attentive) : one at the womens 
■w..ard ; and every day one of them is abroad, or othevwile 

at 
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at leifure. This- libtrty they have in rotation. They are 
ftridtly prohibited, under fevere penalties, from receiving 
any thing of the prifoners, directly or indiredtly, on any 
pretence whatever. The Gaoler is obliged to board them ; 
and to pay each of them at leall: one hundred livres a year. 
It muft be paid quarterly, in preience of the Deputy of the 
A t torney- General . , 

I WAS furprized at fteing that none of the prifoners were 
in Irons. No Gaoler (I was informed) may put them on a 
prifoner, without an exprels order from the Judge. And 
yet in fome of the Prifons, there were more criminals than 
in any of our London Gaols. When I was firft there, the 
number had been recently ‘increafed by an infurredtion on 
account of the fcarcity of corn. My Reader will perhaps 
prefently fee reafbn to conclude, that the manner in which 
Prifons are condudled makes the confinement 'more tolei- 
rable, and chains lefs needful. Indeed it was evident, from 
the very appearance of the prifoners in moR of the Gaols, 
that humane. attention was paid to them. 

a. 

Mos'j* of the courts are paved | and they are washed three 
or four times a day. One would hardly believe how this 
frelhens the air in the upper rooms. I felt this very fenfibly 
once and again when I was in the chambers : and an Englilh- 
man, who had the misfortune to be a prifoner, made the lame 
rem^k. But I feldom or ever found in any French Prifon that 

. offenfive 
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ofFenfive (mell which I had often perceiyed in Englidi 
Gaols. I fometimes thought thcfe courts were the cleaned: 
places in Paris. One circumftance that contributes to it, 
befides the number of Turnkeys, is, that moftbf them are 
near the river. 

Prisoners, e^ecially criminals, attepd Maft every day, 
and the Gaoler or a Turnkey with them : but fuch of them 
as are Proteftants are excufed. No* perfon is admitted into 
any Prifon during the time of Divine Service. 

As condemned criminals generally throw off all referve, 
and by relating their various adventures and fuccefs prove 
pernicious tutors to young and lefs pradlifed offenders ; care 
is taken to prevent this mifehief, by fending thofe who are 
fentenced to the Gallies, to a feparate Prifon at the Port 
de St. Bernard: where they are kept till there is a proper 
number of them to be carried off. Some continue there 
many months j but their term commences two days after 
fentence. I heard that about two hundred were fent from 
that Prifon to Marjcilles and Toulon, a weel& or two before 
I was there. 

To prevent the frequent confequences of defperation, no 
one condemned to death by the inferior court, is without 
hopes of life, till the Parliament, to which he commonly 
appeals, confirms or reverfes the fentence : and they pever 

M make 
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make known their d^iiion, till the morning of the day on 
which a prifoner is to fnffer. Then they publhh a confir-* 
mation of the former fen tence j and it is fold in the llreets. 

The chambers are opened at leven in the morning from 
November lii to Eader j a.t dx from Ea/ler to November : 
and (hut in* the eveping at iix from Novemher id to Eader ; 

at feven from Eafter to November. But debtors have an 

« 

hour more at night. 'This they commonly fpend in the 
court } as they do not choofe to be there in the day-time, 
among felons. CommOn-lide prifoners are obliged to come 
out of their night-rooms at the fore-mentioned morning- 
hours. Experience having ihewn, that idlencfs and lying in 
bed, are productive of the' Scurvy and other diftempers. 
Women are kept quite feparate from men.* Where there is 
but one court-yard, as in the Conciergerie^ they have the 
ufe of it from twelve till two j and the men are Ihut up. I 
happened to be in that prifon at thofe hours. The court is 
fifty-five yards by thirty-eight ; and has a fine piazza on 
three fidesj on one fide the piazza is double. This was 
the largcft prifen in the city before the fire in January 1776; 
but the Crrand Chdtelet is now larger, and has more prifon- 
ers; viz. 371. In this prifon (the Conciergerie J and the 
Petit Chdtelet, I obferved the Infirmaries were the upper- 
mofi; rooms ; the beft fituation, as one of the Gaolers ob- 
ferved, ** both for air, and to prevent the Ipreading of any 

infet^ious 
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infe<^ious diftemper."* Men and women had ieparate lick 
wards. 

Taking Garnijfof or tooting, is^{lri( 3 :ly pro’l^ibited. If 
prifonere demand of a new comer any thing of that fort, on 
whatever pretence j if in order to obtain it they diflrefs 
him by biding dais cloaths. See. they, are ihi/t up for a 
fortnight in a dark dungeon, and fufFer other puniihmcnt. 
They are obnoxious to the fame chai\iiement for hiding one 
another’s cloaths, or being otherwife injurious. 

t 

The daily allowance to criminals is a pound and half 
of good bread, and fome foiip. The foup is not made, 
nor is any other provifion drefled, in the prifons. They 
have clean linen* once a week, from a Society, which was 
inftituted about the year 1753. The occalion of it was the 
prevalence * of a contagious difeafe which in France they 
call Le Scorbut, the Scurvy. This diftemper was found to 
proceed from the prifons ; and to fpread in the Hotel Dietc, 
whither prifoners that had it were removed. The caufe of 
it was generally thought to be Want fif Cleanlimefs in Prifons ^ 
where foveral of thofo confined had worn their linen for 
many months, and inferred the mofi: healthy new-comers 
that were put in the room with them. Eight hundred 
were ill of it at once in the Hofpital of St. Louis, to which 
all that were fick of it in the Hotel Dieu had been carried. 
By the Abbe Breton's exerting himfelf on this occafipn, a 
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fund was raifed, to ftrpport Prifoners in the Grand ChdteleC 
with clean linen every week. This put an eifedtual Hop to 
the malady in that Prifon. Numbers afterwards joined the 
Society: tlje king' and qjxeen honoured it with their con- . 
tributions : and the charity extended to three other Prifonss 
fo that at laft feven hundred prifoners were provided for in 
the fame nianner, ^nd a flock of linen requifitc for that 
purpofe, viz. five thoufand fliirts, was completed. The 
elder prifoners have clfarge of the linen that is in the Pri- 
fon } they receive and return it, and are gratified by the 
Society s which continues to the prefent time *. Bclides 
this, there is fcarce a Prifon in the city that has not a Pa- 
tronefs -fi a Lady of charadier, who voluntarily takes care 
that thofe in the infirmaries be properly attended j gives 
them firing j fupplies them and the felons in dungeons with 
linen ; does many kind offices to the prifoners in general ; 
and by foliciting the charity of others, procures not only 
the relief and comforts mentioned already, but foup twice 
a week, and meat once a fortnight. 

There is al^p annually at each Prifon fomewhat like our 
Charity Sermons ; i. e. Public Service in the Chapel, and a 
Collection. 


• Fo R a farther account of this moll ufefnl inftitutlon, fee Co//e de la Police. 
Paris, 1767. Tom. I, p. 510, &c. 

t Tre/orieres ou Darns de ehariti, . 
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Those who fleep on ftraw, pay the Gaolex no.fee at en- 
trance, or difcharge ; but they pay one fbu or. halfpenny a 
• day } and have dean flraw once a month : thole in the dun- 
.geons, once a fortnight. Thefe are /eldom let gut; never* 
in the yard. 

The Chamben-Rents arc all regulated. Thofe who 
lleep on beds pay ten fous entrance, and the fame when 
difeharged. If they lie alone, they pay five fous a day^ if 
two in a bed, three fous each. The Gaoler finds them 
clean flieets in fummer once in thiee weeks ; in winter 
once a month. Thofe who board with him, and have a 
bed, not a room to them/elves, p3y a fum not exceeding 
three livres a day ( 2 s. yd.i) ; but nothing at entrance or 
difcharge. Such hoarders as have a chamber to thenifelves 
and firing, pay twenty fous a week more : if no fire-place 
fifteen fous.’ Both thefe forts have clean fheets in fummer 
once a fortnight j in winter, in three weeks. The Gaoler’s 
fervants attend them. There are alfo half-boarders j and 
fome who have an entire chamber, but no board *. 

All the Regulations are read in the Chapel to Pri/bners, 
the firft Sunday of every month, by the Chaplain j and they 

hang 

♦ I HAD the curiofity to procure Lifts of thefe different forts of Prifoners in the 
fundiy Prifons* One of them I will here tranferibe Us a fpecimen ; viz. In the 
CoheiergerU there were, June ift, 1776, 

On 
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hang up in the.Piifon for common infpeftion. If any Pri^ 
ibner tears, or otherwife damages them, he faffers corpo-^ 
ral punilhment : if a Regiiler or Gaoler does fo, he is Bned * 
twenty livres : if a Turnkey, he is difcharged. 

The difcipline obferved is fo exadt, that at the late fire 
in the Cenriergerig, the numerous priforters (as I was in- 
formed) were removed without any confufion, or a fingle 
efcape. There are good rules for prefcrving peace j for 
fupprelling profanenefs ; for prohibiting Gaolers or Turn- 
keys abufing prilbners by beating them or otherwiie * j 
forbidding their furniihing them with wine or fpirituous 


On Straw, 

Men, 

*- 99 


Women, 

2 Z 

In the Infirmary, 

Men, 

*3 


Women, 


In the Dungeons, 

Men, 

*5 

Boarders and Half-Boarders, 

*3 

Such as boarded theoifelves. 

16 
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Boards>i pay in this Prifon 45 

1 

1 

Half-Boarders 

thofc who board themfelves livres. 

There were fix Turnkeys. 


• Monsieur Guy du Roujfeaud de la Combe f in his Traite des Matter es Criminelhs, 
Paris, 1769, quarto, 6th edition, cites at page 339, an Arret of Parliament in 
the lall century, that condemned a Gaoler to be hanged, becaufe he let a prifoner 
periihYor want of food, , * 
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liquors^ fo as to caufe excefs, drunkennefs. See. Keepers 
arc puniihed for this when known to the Magillr^tcs, by a 
fine for the HrA oiJence ; and for the fecond by iiripes. 

They are allowed to fell iome things to their prifoners: 
but the quality, quantity and price muft be fuch as the or-* 
dinances of polico define and require. 

Gaolers and Turnkeys are obUged to vifit once a day 
at leaft, all the dungeons. I was forry to find the humanity 
which is lb confpicuous in the ’foibmentioned, and other 
excellent rules, fo deficient as to continue the ufe of thofe 
fubterraneous abodes j which are tcftally dark, and beyond 
imagination horrid and dreadful. Poor creatures arc con- 
fined in them night and day for weeks, for months toge- 
ther. They vifit thefe, I lay, daily : and if they find any 
prifoners fick, they mull: acquaint the Phyfician and Surgeon j 
who vifit them j and if needful, order them to more 
wholefome rooms till they recover. 

Keepers are not tempted by paying for tiseir places, to 
opprefs their prifoners : to remove all pretext for fo doing, 
rent^ which they formerly paid to the Crown are remitted $ 
and the leafes given up. . 

As for DEBTORS, thcir number is fmall. Of the 202 
Prifoners in the Conciergerie, but fix were Debtors. • In 

fome 
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Come other Prifons there were a few more. This perhaps is 
owing to the following good laws. Every Bailiff who arreils 
and iinprifons a Deitor, mu/I pay to the Gaoler in advance ' 
*a month's, aliment or^ fubfiilence, 1. e. ten livres ten fous , , 
equal to nine /hillings Engli/li (provi/ions being at Paris 
cheaper in general than at London) : and if the like fum be 
not paid within fourteen days after the end of every month, 
the prifoner is fet at liberty. Befides this, the Debtor pajs 
no co/ls of arrefts, &c.‘ The whole of them falls on the 
Creditor : and fo do all expences occalioned by his licknefs, 
or death. * 

As the beil Regulaticfns are liable to be abufed, prifoners 
are not thought fufHciently provided for by enafiing good 
Laws : the execution of them is carefully attended to. The 
Subftitutes of the Attorney-General vilit the Prifons once a 
week, to inquire if the rules be obferved ; to heai* complaints 
of pri/bners ; to /ee if the /ick be properly attended ; and the 
like.—Befides this, the Parliament of Paris fends to all the 
Pri/bns five times a year two or three Coimfellors with a 
Subjiitute of %he Attorney -General ^ and two Clerks. They 
go at Chrijlmas, Eajier, Whitfuntide, one day before i^th 
Auguftf Simon and fude. There ‘is in each Pri/bn (|s in 
other Foreign Gaols) a room for their reception cafled the 
Council-Chamber. It is occupied at other times by the 
Head-Gaoler. 


The 
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The arrival of this (deputation is announced by boys, 
who, though offenders, are allowed to do little errands in 
« the Prifon : thefe go, round the yard and into every room, 
,giving notice of it aloud. The Deputies go, without the * 
Gaaler or Turnkeys, into every room and dungeon, and 

1. They alk the prifoners one by one,, if they have any 
complaint to make of the Gaoler or his fefvants. But they 
never meddle with thofc who are conhned by an order from 
the KING. 

2 . They receive the petitions of criminals who have 
been detained too long without trial.* 

3. In cafe of debts not exceeding two thoufand livres 
(about ninety pounds) if the debtor can raife. a third part of 
his debt, and no more, they receive it for the creditors. 
How they clear him of the remaining two thirds, I will 
fliew prefently. They take notes of thefe matters in the 
Prifon : and give an account of all to the Parliament, at 
their general public meeting a day or two aftei> 

In behalf of criminals who have not been tried, the Par- 
liament ’commonly orders the Attorney-General to write in 
their name to the inferior Judges, inquiring into the caufes 
of delay, or ordering expedition. If a prifoner be acquit- 
ted, he is difcharged within twenty-four hours. 

N ’ 


The 
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The Laws of France do not in ordinary cafes admit a 
Dedror to bail without the content of his Creditor. But in 
the cafe mentioned above, the Parliament obliges creditors • 
‘to accept cj/ bail for the remainder of debts under two thou- . 
/and livres. And even this ‘bail /eems a matter of mere 
form j for they fometimes take for bail men that are in- 
folvent. r believe^ there -is no /landing law for this j and 
that it is rather an immemorial cu/lom : becaufe the Par- 
liament enadls a partitular law for each cafe as it occurs. 

In France there are no infolvent Adis. 

t 

The Deputies hear no complaints of the Gaoler agaih/l 
his pri/bners. When he has any to make» he applies to 
the C/jte/' JuJiice, by whofe order the prifoner was com- 
mitted. If he was imprifoned by an order from the king, 
he applies to the Lieutenant-General of the Police j if with- 
out fuch an order, to the Lieutenant -Criminal, &c. 

Besides the Deputation now mentioned, the Parliament 
appoints to each Prifon one of their own body, a Coun/eller. 
They always .^hoofe a Gentleman of fortune and good cha- 
rafter ; *110 is called Commijfaire 'de la Prijon. His bufinefs 
is much like that of the Deputation ; and his office perpe- 
tual. By frequent difcourfe with prifoner^ I learned, that 
thefe officers are very humane to the dillrefled. They can 
(as the Parliament) oblige creditors to accept one third part 

of 
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of debts under two thoufand livres ; but they u/e this powet 
with much caution. 

THE Bicetre' is upon a Imail eminence 'about two* Bicetrb. 
* . . • • 
miles from Paris-, if it were 'only a prifon, I fhould call it 

an enormous one. But this for men, like the Hopital gene^ 

ral for women, js indeed a kind of general Hofpital. Of 

about four thoufand men that are within its walls, not one 

half are prifoners. The majority are*; The Poor, who wear 

a coarfe brown uniform, and feem as miferable as the poor 

in feme of our country work-houles«: the Infane : and men 

that have the venereal difeafe. Each fort is in a court and 

apartments- totally feparate from the other, and from Cri^ 

minals. Thelc are confined, fome in little rooms about 

eight feet fquare,, window 34 by 2, with a grate, but not 

many glazed. By counting the windows on one fide of the 

Houfe, I reckoned there muft be five hundred of thofe 

rooms : there is but one prifoner in each. Thefe pay two 

hundred livres a year for their board. There are othei's in 

two large rooms called La Force, on the other fide of the 

court-yard La Cour Roy ale, which are crowed with pr-i- 

foners. Over thefe two rooms is a general Infirmary : and 

over that, an Infirmary for the Scurvy a dillemper very 

common and fatal among them. 

In the middle of La Cour Roy ale are eight dreadful dun- 
geons down fixteen fteps ; each about thirteen feet by nine : 

N 2* with 
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with two ftrong doors j three chains faftened to the wall ; 
and a ftone funnel at one corner of each cell, for air. From 
the lituation of thele dreary cavernS, and the difficulty I , 
found in procuring admittance, I conclude hardly any other ^ 
ftranger ever faw thern : that'is my reafon, and I hope will 
be an apology, for mentioning the particulars. 

Prisoners make ftraw-boxes, tooth-picks, &c. and fell 
them to vifitatts. I viewed the men with fome attention j 
and obferved in the looks of many a fettled melancholy : 
many others looked v,ery fickly. This Prifon feems not fo 
well managed as thole in the city ; it is very dirty : no fire- 
place in any of the roo^s : and in the fevere cold laft win- 
ter, feveral hundreds periflxed. 

«• 

Water in plenty was thought of fuch importance here, 
that they have a ftone well which is a curiofity.. It was 
built in 1735; is fifteen feet diameter, and near feventy 
yards deep. The two Buckets hold each about three 
hogffieads : they are drawn up by horfes, and empty them- 
felves into a Refervoiry fixty-four feet fquare, and nine deep. 
A bucket is ^wn up in five minutes. They work fixteen 
boors every day, not excepting Sundays j and draw daily 
about five hundred hogffieads. Three horfes wcvrk at a 
time, and twelve are kept for the fervice. 

THE Hopital general, near the city, is for women 

and 
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and girls. The latter are employed on the fineft embroidery. 
Numbers of poor^ and a fillerhood of religious. Many 
= criminals, quite feparate from the others, and not Icen by 
.ftrangers. The Houfe was cleaner, and feemed "better con- * 
dufted than the Bicetrt upon the fame foundation. 

THE Bastiue may occur to fome of. my readers, as an 
object concerning which fome information would be ac- 
ceptable. All that I can give them id, that I knocked hard 
at the outer gate, and immediately went forward through 
the guard to the draw-bridge before the entrance of the 
CalUe. I was fome time viewing this bnilding, which is 
round, and furrounded by a large moat. None of the win- 
dows look outwards, but only towards a fmall area ; and if 
the ftate prifoners are ever permitted to take the frefli air, it 
muft be on the leads, which have high parapets. But 
whilft I was 'Contemplating this gloomy manfion, an officer 
came out of the Caftle much furprized ; and I was forced to 
retreat through the mute guard, and thus regained that 
freedom, which for one locked up within thofe walls it is 
next to impoffible to obtain. 

MANY of my readers, acquainted with the ftrid: police 
of Franice, would have fuppofed that the other Prifons 
would have been as inacceffible to ar vifitant as the Bajiile. 
And indeed my firft application for admittance at the Grand 
Cbatekt was unfuccefsful. But fortunately remarking the 

tenth 


Bastilb. 
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tenth Article* of the Arret 1717, I pleaded it before the 
CommiJJ'aire de la Prifon to whom I was referred, and by its 
means gained admillion as well into that Prifon, as thofe of. 
Petit Chdtelet and Fort I'Eveque^ and ha‘d an opportunity of 
feeing almoft every individual confined in them, 

IN the PRoviNCiAi. GAOLS I faw little worth noting 
to imitate or avoid, but what has been already mentioned at 
Paris, Thefe alfo have charitable Patroneffes, or Patrons, 
wfio take care that the prifoners be not defrauded of their 
allowance ; and procure them farther relief. But thefe 
Prifons do not feem to be fo carefully infpeded as thofe in 
the city; although the A<fts of Parliament for regulation of 
both are for the mofir part fimilar ; and were made in the 
fame year, 1717 They are drawn up, with found judg- 
ment, and accurate knowledge of the complex fubjedl. I 
found many articles of them in the laws of other nations ; 

but 


• The Article is as follows, 

•s. 

Let Geqlien conduiront Us perfumes qui njieniront faire des charitez dans les lieux de la 
prifon ou elks dejireront ks dtftribuer^ ce qdelles pourront faire elks-mefmes fur k preau ou 
dans la cour ; mats les aumofnes ne pourront efre diftrihuees dans les cachets noirs que par 
les mains du Oeelier^ en prefence des perfonnes qui les porteront. 


t They are printed in quarto. The Ad for the City is dated 1 8 th June: it 
contains thirty-nine Articles. The title is Arreft de la Cour de ParUment, portant 

RegUment 
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but cannot fay whether the French A€ts yrcre compiled 

from them, or followed by them. 

> 

The 3 2d Article of the A<fl: for the Province,s requires * 
that Prifons be *‘au raiz de cbduJJ'ee" * i level with thegrqund. 
Yet at Chalons, and fome other towns, I faw many prifoners 
in dungeons ; larger indeed, but in other xefpeils’not much 

better than thofe at Paris. In the four horrid ones at the 

) 

I^rifon de St. Jofeph (formerly a Convent) at "Lyons, June 
1776, were twenty-nine criminals : the heat fo exceffive, 
that few of them had any other ga»'ment on than merely 
their fliirts. Some of them were lick : none of them looked 
healthy. In the nine other rooms of that Gaol there were 
one hundred and twenty-eight prifoners j of w.hich number 
twenty- two were women. To the Pierrecize, a ftate prifon 
at Lyons, you afeend by more than two hundred fteps : 
among the few prifoners in it, I fat talking a while with 
one who faid he was in the fiftieth year of his confinement. 


Regiment general pour les Prifons^ droits et fonSliom des Greffiers dej^coks^ Geoliers 
Guichetiers des dites Prifons : A^vee le ^'arif des droits attribuex. aufdit Geoliers, 
The A6l for the Provinces, dated id September, has the fame title, except the 
Tarif. It contains thirty-three Articles, 

• The foundation of this was probably the lirll Article upon PHfons in the 
excellent Criminal Ordonnance of Louis XIV. 1670, which direds that they lhall 
be fo difpofed that the health of prifoners fiall mi he incommeded. 


Lyons, 


I dwell 
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I dwell perhaps too long on France. Yet I cannot leave it, 
without flopping a minute longer at Lyons ; to give a Ihorl 
account of an Hofpital there. 


Hotel 

Dieu. 


THE Hotel Dieu is by the river’s fide (the Rhone). 
The principal building is in the form of a crofs ; near three 
hundred ffcet from end to. end both ways. The wards 
thirty-two feet wide, and twenty-five feet high: with 
apertures between the joifts of the floor above ; and two 
tier of windows : in many of them two cafements. Three 
rows of iron bedfleads 4n each ward, Under a dome in the 
centre is an odagon altar, in view from every part of the crofs. 
Prayers, which are read there twice a day, can be heard 
through the wards. This part of the Houfe is for thofe that 
have Fevers. There are other wards for Lyjing-in Women ; for 
the W ounded j for Foundlings j for the Infane : all feparate : 
and a room for chirurgical operations. The crofs- wards are 
fo airy, as not to be in the leafl offenfivc ; and yet there are, in 
another part of the Houfe, two large upper rooms flill more 
airy and pleafant, Chambres de Convalefcence : to thefe they 
remove patients that are recovering ; and thofe whom I faw 
there fllid they were very refrefliing. They come down 
from them at meals to a Refeftory or Hall. Thefe rooms 
foon complete the patients recovery } and feem an eJtcellent 
precaution againft the flow he<flic fever, of which our 
Hofpital -Phyficians fo frequently complain i and it is 
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chiefly on account of thefe that I mention the Houfe 
The whole was clean and quiet. There are eight Chap- 
» lains ; nine Phyficiaiis and Surgeons ; and twelve Sifters. 

, Thefe are ladies of a religious order, drafted in* a neat uni-* 
form, who make up, as well ks adminifter all the medicines 
prefcribed 5 for .which purpofe there is an Elaboratory and 
Apothecary's ftiop, confifting of five or fix apartments, the 
neateft and moft elegantly fitted up that can be conceived. 


B efore the cantons, I will mention, what is not 
indeed any part of Switzerland, the little Republic of 


N E 


HERE were only five Criminals ; none of them in irons. 
Their allowance about fix-pence a day : for which they 
have a pound of good bread, Ibme foup, and* half a pint of 


• I WAS induced to take fuck particular notice of this Holpital, from tli’e recol- 
leftion of fomething fimilar to thefe Chambers of Cotmedefetnee propofed by my inge- 
nious friend Mr. Aikin of Warrington, in hia Thoughts en ^ffpitsJs. 1 had not the 
pamphlet then with me, but have fince turned to the palTage, and find he advifos 
that “ all patients capable of fitting up, fhould remain through the day in large 

afry halls.” ^ 

O* 


wine. 
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wine. They looked healthy. Here, as in the Swifs-^ 
Cantons, men and women are kept feparate. For the laft 
year or two no capital punifliment.' If a criminal flies 
'from juilice, they call him in form thVee days, and after 
trial, execute him in efligy. ‘ 

No Debtors : and there fcldoni are any. „ A creditor mufl; 
allow his debtor in prifon as much as felons have from the 
public : upon failure, « the gaoler gives notice, and then 
difcharges the prifoner. Befides, there are fumptiuiry laws 
in this Rate. And though the government is in general 
mild, there is a levere law againfl: bankrupts, and ^in- 
fblvents j which renders incapable of all honours, and 
deprives of freedom, not only the debtor himfelf, but his 
children after him : except fuch of them as pay their quota 
of the debts *. 


TN thofe of the CANTONS to which I went. Felons 
have each ^^room to themfelves, ** that they may not,” 
faid the Keepers, “ tutor one another” None were in irons: 
they are kept in rooms more or lefs ftrong and lightfome, 
according to the crimes they are charged with. But the 
Prifons are in general very ftrong. The rooms are num- 


* Sjpe Edits de la Repuilique de Gene^vey 


bered. 
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bered, and the keys marked with the fame numbers. In 
moft of them a German Stove. The common allowance 

t 

' fix-pence a day. In fome Cantons there were no prifoners 
•of this fort. The principal reafon of it is, tho great care 
that is taken to give children, even the pooreft, a moral 
and religious education. Another thing which contributes 
to the fame intfintion, is the laudable* police* of fpeedy 
jijfticc. A criminal has notice of his death, not the manner 
of it, but a fliort time before he is to* fi\lfer ; and he is t^en 
indulged with his choice of food, wine, &c. Women are 
not hanged, but beheaded. Every hew executioner has a 
new fword ; and in the Arfenal at Bern I faw fevcral old 
ones hung up in order. In the Houfes of Corrc<flion many 
of the prifoners were women > whom I faw at work. 

The moft numerous prifoners are the Galley-Slaves im- 
properly fo* called, for there are no Galleys belonging to 
Switzerland. 

AT Lausanne I vifitcd a Prifon, in which 
there were at that time no prifoners. Tiftre were dun- 
geons, but on entering each of them the Keeper ob- 
ferved that we were not yet upon the ground, but there 
were cellars underneath. On converfing with Dr. ‘TiJJot, 
he expreffed his furprize at our Gaol-Diftemper ; faid 
“ I Ihould not find it in Switzerland : ” and added that 
*‘*he had not heard of it’s , being any where but in 
, 0 2 England.” 


Lausaxnf, 
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England. ” When I mentioned the late A<ft of Parlia- 
ment for preferving the health of our prifoners, he ap- 
proved of it highly, efpecially the clau/es which require 
•white-wajhing the roome and keeping them clean.— did not • 
(as the Dodtor faid I /hould not) find the Gaol-Fever in 

Switzerlahd : nor did I find it any where elfc abroad *. 

• . » 

IN Bern, the principal Canton, there was in onePrilbn (the 
Scl^nllenhaus ) one hundred and twenty-four Galley-Slaves. 
They have not each a room to themfelvcs j but there is fome 
diftindtion of the more ‘and lefs criminal, both in their rooms 
and work. Moft of them arc employed in cleaning the 
ftreets, and public walks } removing the rubbiih of build- 
ing } and the fnow and ice in winter. The city is one of the 
cleaneft I have feen. Four or five are chained to a fmall 
waggon and draw j others, more at liberty, fweep, load, &c. 
Thele are known by an Iron Collar, with a hook projedling 
above their heads : weight abo.ut five pounds : I faw one 
riveted .on a criminal in about two minutes. They work 
in fummer from feven to eleven, and from one to fix } in 
winter from** eight to eleven, and from one to four. I 

alked 

Sir John Pringle, Prefident of the Royal Society, in his Difcouj;fe at the 
Annivcrlary Meeting, 30th November 1776, informs us at page x6, that ** The 
“ late Dr, Mounfey, F. R. S. who had lived long in Rujpa^ and had been Anhiaitr 
under two fucceflive Sovereigns— —happening to be at Mo/co^ when he perufed 
“ the Ob/ervations on the Jail- Fever — was induced to compare what he read in that 
“ Treatifc with what he fliould fee in* the feveral Prifons of that large city : but to 

his furprize, after viiitiog them all, and finding them full of malefaftors (for 

• * 
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aiked them, ** Whether they would choofe .to work lb, or 
be confined within doors ? " ** Much rather," they faid, 

** work thus” The lefs criminal are in feparate wards. 
•They work within doors, Ipinning, &c. in a Igrge room j * 
and have not the iron collar. The Prifon is not commo- 
dious, nor kept clean. The daily allowance two pounds of 
bread, and twic5 a day a pint and half of foup, made of 
bgirley, beans, &c. they fetch it from the City-Hofpital. 
In their leifure-hours they make* trifles to fell, mpnd 
ihoes &c. and deliver them as they pafs on at work. They 
arc not fuflfercd to pradtife Gaming of any fort. Indeed this 
is forbidden to all the common people i as playing for any 
confiderable fum is to thole of higher rank. The Keeper 
and Turnkey arc to fee that the prifoners perform their de- 
votions every morning and evening. The Chaplains pray 
with them and inftrudt them on Sunday and Thurfday. 
Once a month other Clergymen fuperintend the fervice. 
No vifitant admitted on Sunday. Great care taken of the 
fick. No futling place to be kept in this Houfe of Cor- 
redlion. The Keeper is llridtiy forbidden to fell the pri- 
foners wine, brandy, or other provifions 5 ajoKl required en- 


the late Emprcfs then fuffcred none— to be put to death) be could difeover 
no fc^er among them, nor learn that any acute dillcmper peculiar to Jails had 

** ever been known there. Upon his return to S/. Peterjburg he made the fame 

inquiry there, and with the fame refult.'* 

I SHALL jufl remark here that the Scorhut in the French Prifons may probably be 
a Species of the Gaol-Diftempcr ; but I did not fee any perfons at^iually ill of if while 
I was abroad ;^othcrwife I think I Ihould have been able to have recognized it. 

’ • , tirely 
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tircly to forego any fuch emolument. The bedding and 
cloathing are minutely defcribed, both as to quality and 
value. I have a copy of all the Orders, twenty-feven in 
*number, dated March ,14. 1741. Thefe which I have men- • 
tioned may ferve for a fpecimen. Some of the Haves are 
women; their ward is totally feparate from that of the men. 

In La Prifon ordinaire fome rooms are planked all round. 
Eight of them are very clofe and ftrong. Doors of oak 
2] inches thick, plated with iron; three hinges, a lock 
and two padlocks. In*a clofet, were the cloaths of a pcr- 
fon that was murdered, kept to confront the guilty when 
apprehended: and ibme’ilolen goods, to be owned. Here 
were no prifoners. A criminal who can pay is allowed to 
expend 7 batz 2 kreutzer, about a fliilling daily, for two 
meals of foup and good bread. To one that is poor, the 
Government allows half that fum. To all who are con- 
demned, they allow a Hiilling a day for eight days before 
they fuffer. Thefe allowances are fpecified on a paper 
hung up in the Gaol. There alfo hangs up a ferious ex- 
hortation coiKSf ning the awful nature of an Oath ; and the 
forms of fun dry oaths to be taken. I procured copies of 

the whole, but will tranferibe only one oath, as follows : 

<• 

— “ Ma depojition, dont leSiure m'a it e fait e d prefent, je 
** la confirme dev ant la face du Dieu tout puijfantt tout fa- 
** chant et vray, pour contenir la veriti, ainji que je dejire 
** que Dieu me foit en aide fur la fin de mes jours. Sans dol ni 

fraude." 
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fraude.''"^** My depoiition, which has n(?w been read to 

“ me I confirm before the face of God omnipotent, om- 

• “ nifcient and true, to contain the truth, as I defire that 

• • 

God may be my help at the end pf my days. , Without ’ 

“ deceit or fraud.” Perjury, f was told, is very uncommon 

among them 
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In this city I had fome difcourfe with the celebrated 
Dr. Haller. He afcribcd the ficknefs in Englilh Gaols ^to 
their being over-crowded. 


AT SoLOTHURN the Prifon (dated in front 1756) is built Solothurn. 
of a fort of marble from a quarry ne*ar the town. Many of 
the ftones are fix feet by two or three, and above a foot 
thick. The Gaoler faid, “ He always took off the irons 
from criminals that came to him chained hands and feet.” 

There are fifteen rooms about nine feet fquare, and eight 
feet high : with a coach roof. The partition walls are all of 
the fame fort of marble : the window is in the upper part of 


* In Scotland alfo this crime is not frequent. When I was there January 1775, 
there were no trials : but by inquiring of Gentlemen well-vcrfed in the builnefs of 
their Courts, 1 learned that the oath and the form of adminillering it, arc. very 
folcmn. The Judge, as well as the Witnefs Handing, holding up his right hand 
&c. After a witnefs has given his evidence, it is read to him, that he may correct 
or explain it ; and then he figns it. The whole procefs is carried on with great 
deliberation. Judges on the Circuit are obliged to Hay five nights at every town 
where they open their commiflion. Acquitted prifoners arc immediately dlfchar^ed. 

the 
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the wall, two .feet by fix inches : German fiovcs in mofi: 
of the rooms. For thofe guilty of lefs heinous crimes, 
there are rooms not quite fo ilrong, and more lightfome. 
Allowance a pound ofi bread, and twice a day foup. 

The Magiftrates thought a conjiant fupply of water within 
the Prifon-walls fo needful, that although vhere is a fountain 
in the ftreet about ten yards from the Prifon-door, they 
haye placed another iri the court-yard, dated 1769. 

AT Basil the Gadl for felons is in one of towers. No 
prifoners j but many rooms ready with clean ftraw and 
blankets. Each prilbrier (they faid) has a room to him- 
felf, in which he is conftantiy fliut up, except when con- 
ducted to the Council-Chamber for examination. One of 
the ftrongeft rooms by the great clock is about fix feet 
high : the (trap) door is in the flat roof : the prifoner goes 
down by a ladder, which is then taken up : his victuals are 
put in at a wicket on one fide. When I was in the room, 
and took notice of the uncommon ftrength of it, the Gaoler 
told me a prifoner had lately made his efcape from it. I 
could not devife what method he took, but heard it was 
this. He had a fpoon for foup, which he fiiarpened to cut 
out a piece from the timber of his room : then by praClice 
he acquired the art of ftriking his door, juft when the great 
clock ftruck, to drown the noife ; and in fifteen days he 
forced all the bolts, &c. But attempting to let himfelf 

. down 
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down from the vaft height by a rope whicl^ he found, tht 
rope failed him ; and by falling he broke ib many of his 
'bones, that the Surgeons pronounced his recovery impof- 
dible. But his bones were fet; and writh proper c^re he did ’ 
recover, and was pardoned. 


E R M A N Y. 


T he Germans, well aware of the neceffity of CleanlU 
nefs in Prifems, have very judicioufly chofen to build 
them in fituations mgft conducive to itj that is, near 
Rivers : as *at Hanover, Zell, Hamburgh, Bremen, Cologne, 
Mentz and many other places. 

In the Gaols that I faw there were but few prifoners, 
except thofe called, improperly, Galley-Slaves r* One caUfe 
of this, here as in Switzerland, is a fpeedy trial after com- 
mitment. 

The Galley-Slaves have every where a Prifon to them- 
felves. They work on the Roads, the fortifications. Chalk- 
HHls, and other public fervice j for four, feven, ten, .fif- 

P ’ teen. 
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teen, twenty years, according to their crimes ; and are 
cJoathed, as well as fed, by the Government. At Wefel, 
which belongs to the king of PruJ/ia, there were ninety- * 
* eight of thefe flaves : they have two pounds of bread a day, . 
and the value of three halfpence Englilh every day they 
work. 

* . . 

I SAW no under-ground dungeons in any of the new 
Prifons in Germany : ‘nor indeed in any new Prifon abroad. 
At Lunenburg the dungeons are difufed: and inftead of 
them are built additional rooms up flairs : one for each 
prifoner. And in moll of the Gaols each criminal is alone 
in his room ,* which 'is more or lefs flrong, lightfome, 
and airy, as the crime he is charged with is more or lefs 
atrocious. . 

One often fees the doors of fundry rooms marked 
Ethiopia, India, Italy, France, England, &c. In thofe 

rooms, parents, by the authority of the Magiflrates, con- 
fine for a certain term dilTolute children : and if they are 
inquired aftg*^ the anfwer is, they are gone to Italy, 

England, See. 

I DO not remember any Prifon in Germany (nor elfewliere 
abroad) in which Felons have not, either from the public 
allowance, or from charities, fomewhat more to live on 
than bread and water. In fome places a perfon goes pn 

market- 
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market-days with a bafket for prifoners : and I have feen 
him bring them a comfortable meal of frefh vegetables. 
• But there arc feparate Prilbns in which confinement for a 
.week or two on bread and water is pll the punifhment for 
fome petty oflfences. Perhaps* when a condemned criminal 
is only to live a day or two, fuch diet may be more pro- 
per than the indulgence with which the Germans treat pri- 
foners, after fentence of death, which is commonly exe- 

m 

cuted within forty-eight hours. The malefadtor has then 
his choice of food, and wine, in a commodious room, into 
which his friends are admitted ; and h Miniiler attends him 
during almoft all his remaining hours. 


107 


AT Strasburg I faw in one of the five towers three Stras- 

BURGr 

Debtors: they informed me that they were alimented by 
their creditors j that they had two pounds of good bread a 
day, and femp equally good. I was much pleafed to find 
fo much of a liberal fpirit prevail in this city, that in the 
Hofpital there were feparate chambers for Lutherans, in 
which they were allowed the attendance of their own 
Minifters, 


AT Mentz, ha Porte de Fery which is for Felons y is MsM-r. 
five ftofies high : two rooms on a floor ; a fpacious landing- 
place in the middle, with oppofitc windows, for circulation 
of air. The rooms are double-floored with oak plank, full two 
inches thick j and each room has a double door only three 

P 2 ’ feet 
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feet nine inches high. Thefe two circumftances contribute 
much to fecurity. On one fide the door is a Imall iron 
wicket, to put in the daily allowance ; which is two* 
* pounds of bread, fijup, and (except in Lent) a little 
meat. Only one prifoner is confined in each room, who 
has a pair of blankets ; and once in a fortnight clean ftraw. 
This Gaol jftands near the Rhine, and is not in the leafl: 
offenfive. 

€ 

t 

In the Houfe of Correftion all was neat, and fhewed the 
attention of the Regency, On my taking notice to the 
Keeper how clean his Prifon was, he faid “ How can it 
** be otherwite when we have fo many women prifoners ? 
** Surely they may keep the Houfe clean.” Moft of the 
flour for the city is ground at a mill in* this Prifon. The 
delinquents work at it two hours in the morning, and two 
in the afternoon. Over the door is carved a wiggon drawn 
by two StagSy two Lions, and two wild Boars i with an in- 
feription explaining the device, which is, that if wild beafts 
can be tamed to the yoke, we ihould not defpair of reclaim- 
ing irregularmaen. I faw the fame has relief at one or two 
other Aoufes of Corredion. 

There is a feparate Prifon for Debtors, near the Fifii- 
Market : Le Port du PoiJJ'on. No prifoners. When there 
are any, they have daily at the creditor's coft two pounds 
of bread, and about four-pence Englifli. 


Every 
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Every Prifon at Mentz has in each room a German 
Rove; which, in winter, is heated two or three times a 
. day. Prifoners have 'clean linen once a week. On my ob- 
^ferving to the Brigadier of the Police who went with me,* 
how healthy his prifoners lobked, he told me that “ Some« 

years ago, they were unhealthy ; and the Regency re- 
** moved them from the dungeons under groand : upon 
** which they recovered ; and had been remarkably healthy 
^ ever fince.” The dungeons are n«w totally difufed. 

It was hardly neceffary to inquire if the Prifons were 
infpeded by proper Officers. The Keepers make a report 
every day to an attentive Lieutetianf of the Police : and once 
in a fortnight the Confeiller de RdgencCf the Secretaire and 
Confeiller des Fiiiances vifit every Prifon; hear all com- 
plaints ; and inquire if cloaths, or any thing neceffary be 
wanting. .None of the Keepers fell liquor ; but prifoners 
may fend out for a quart of beer a day. They are not al- 
lowed to have any fpirituous liquors. 

I HAVE related more particulars here, to give a fpecimen 
of the oeconomy obferved in other German Prifons^' moff of 
them being governed upon the fame principles; though 
not all with the fame attention. 

AT Hanau vitzt Heffe Cajfely the Galley-Slaves (fo called) Haxatj, 
are diftinguiffied into Honnetes and DeJJi^nnetes. The 

former 
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former are condemned for three, four, feven, nine, four- 
teen years ; but the term is fometimes /hortened on account 
of good behaviour. Tiiefe wear a brown uniform ; and a • 
‘ fmall chain from the^ girdle to one leg. ' The latter are for. 
the raoR part fuch as havfe committed capital offences. 
Thefe wear a white coat with one black fleeve j and have a 
chain from the girdle to each leg : they never work out of 
the town ; and are put to the moft difagreeable fervices in 
it. The hours of worlc for both forts are in fummer from 
five to eleven, and from one to fix : in winter as the wea- 
ther and length of days permit. Allowance, from iff of 
April to Michaelmafs, 2'- pounds of bread a day: from 
Michaelmafs to April, ‘two pounds: and each man about 
two-pence Engliih a day. From a charity they have half a 
florin (about twelve-pence halfpenny) ,a month. They 
are conftantly vifited by a Deputy from the Regency, who 
makes his report to the Colonel every morning; and the 
Colonel conveys it to the young Prince, when he refides at 
Hanau. Of his kindnefs to them, the prifoners feemed 
duly fenfible j and they fpoke with grateful refpeit of the 
attention flie^ed them by the amiable Princefs his deceafed 
mother,* whofe memory will be long revered in that 
country. 

I ASKED one and another of the HonnHes who were at 
work on the road, ** Whether they liked to be thus em- 

ployed, or .would rather choofe to be confined in idlp- 

“ nefs ?” 
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** nefs ? ” They readily anrwered, ** Much, rather be thus 
abroad at work.** On Saturday afternoon, thefe fweep the 
•bridges, the entrances 'to the town &c. They have a Guard 
of four Soldiers (bayonets fixed), a Subaltern’,, and the 
Keeper. This is the guard. Be the number of flaves more 
or lefs ; when I faw them they were from ten to twelve. 


II 1 


At fix in the evening, in fummer-time, they bring all 
-tlieir tools into a room in the. Prifon}, and go to their 
chambers : the Depionnkes on the ground floor j the Hon- 
nkes above. But in this Prifon there* is not a feparate room 
for each man ; as in thofe to which they were at firfl; com- 
mitted. Each criminal has, befides the deaths above-men- 
tioned, two pair of ihoes ; two pair of Rockings ; and two 
fliirts. All arc obliged to attend Divine Service on Sunday. 
The men on my repeated vifits looked always healthy. 

« 

The Deponnkes are not doomed to defpair ; but for 
good behaviour are fometimes promoted to the rank of 
Honnkes, I converfed with one whom I found very chear- 
ful for a late advancement of that kind : in ccipfequence of 
it he was working on the road. 

There is another Prifon at Hanau, La Tour de Mar- 
gueretta : fo called from the firfl: perfon confined in it. It 
has four rooms on each of the two floors j but they were 
all empty. 


AT 
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Cassei, 


MaNHEIMi 


AT Cassei^ there is alfo a Prifon for Galley-Slaves, 
under fimilar management, but not fo well conduced. 
One circumftance ftruck me as worthy of remark. In a ' 
‘ fine new Qhurch juft ^uilt, there is a gallery with two fe-. 
parate feats for the Honnetes and Dejbonnites i though the 
whole nuniber, when I was there, was only feventeen. 

t 

AT Manheim Monfieur Babo, Counfellor to the Re- 

\ 

gency, very politely gave orders to fhew me every room of 
La Maifon de Force. Prifoners committed to this Houfe 
are commonly received in form with what is called the 
Bien~Venu (Welcome). A machine is brought out in 
which are faftened thcii* neck, hands, and feet. Then they 
are ftripped j and have, according as the Magiftrate orders— 
the Grand Venn of twenty to thirty ftripes — the Demi 
Venn of eighteen to twenty— or the Petit Vcnu of twelve 
to fifteen : after this they kifs the threfhold and go 
in. Some are treated with the fame compliment at dif- 
charge. The like Oeremony is obferved at fome other 
towns in Germany. 

c 

9 

The‘ H oufe was clean. Fifty-two men, and forty-nine 

women in feveral rooms : all at work ; either at their own 

trades, as fhoemakers, taylors, weavers, lapidaries; or at 

one of the manufadlures of the Houfe ; which are coarfe 

cloth and cards, blot one idle. They have but little time 

to /arn any thing for themfelves ; yet though they work 
« * 

entirely 
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entirely for the Houfe, their labour, I was informed, does 
not maintain it. 

0 

The Rules and Orders are good. I have a cojjy of them * 
all. The two laft are to this*effc6l. nth. As it is of the 
utmofl: importance in fuch Houfes as this, to obfcrve all 
poflible cleanlinefs j it is required of all per/bns to watch 
moft ftridly againft all appearance of the contrary. Who- 
(^er fees the Icaft offence of that kind, Ihall give immediate 
notice of it to the Infpedtor, upon pain of dofe confine- 
ment on bread and water, and the»moft rigorous chaftife- 
ment. i2th. That no one may be able to plead ignorance 
of the Rules, one copy of them fhall be given to every 
prifoner, and another hung up in his room j and they lhall 
be read publicly eyery Sunday morning after Divine Service. 
It is ordered that the difobedient be punifhedj and that 
encouragement be given to the dutiful and diligent. 

The doors are all numbered j and the keys marked with 
the correfponding number. Allowance to moft of the Men 
two pounds of bread, foup, and a quart of good beer ; and, 
except in Lent, half a pound of meat. Women 'have a 
pound and half of bread : other articles as the men. .The 
fick are indulged with white bread, veal, &c. They have 
all of them clean linen once a week : it is waflied by the 

women prifoners. The Keeper makes every morning a re- 

^ort 
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port to Monfieuf Babo of the ftate of his Houfe as to num- 
bers, health, &c, 

A CAPUCHIN fays Mafs in the Chapel every morning.. 
A gallery for men : another fbr women, with a blind before 
it : another for Orphans^ of whom there are fixty-four in a 
fort of Hoipital at one end of the Prifon.* Proteflants and 
Jews are ordered to their private devotions : the latter :^’e 
excufed from working*on their Sabbath. 

Hanover, THE Prifon at Hanover was built about thirty years 
ago. It is iltuated on the river Leyna. There arc eleven 
llrong rooms, about tfen feet fquare, and ten and a half 
high i with a bed of folid Rone in each, eleven inches from 
the ground, and nine inches higher at. the head. Over 
thefe are larger apartments for debtors &c. The rooms 
are warmed by Roves in winter. Criminals have a fmall 
chain ; they are allowed Rraw to lie on, and two coverlids. 
When I vilited the Prifon there were feven criminals and 
one debtor. The Keeper fells no liquors, but has a falary. 
In the Coiuicil-Chamber are all the various Edicts in 
frames.* There is a Torture-Chamber, but I with pleafure 
learned that the two cruel engines had not been ufed for 
four years. 

LUNENBURG. I found the criminals here employed on 
a different work from any I had before feen : digging Rone 

from 


Lunen.- 

BURG, 
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from a large chalk-hill called Kalck-Berg% Others were 
preparing it for the kiln, grinding, fifting, packing &c. 
'•in the warehoufes. The calks are about three hundred 
•weight. It is fent to Hamburgh and other diftant places, 
as it makes an excellent cement. Many other men were 
employed ; but the criminals, of whom there were thirty- 
one, had a chain* of about four pounds. Their allowance 
■s^s a pound and half of bread, and three halfpence in mo- 
ney : provifions much cheaper than in England. 


IIS 


AT Hamburgh Felons in the Butteley were all in irons. Hamburgh. 
The common method of execution is decollation. The 
Executioner, who is Gaoler, /Jievvcd me the /word which, 
he faid, he had made ufe of eight times. 


Among the various engines of torture, or the quellion, 
which I have feen in France and other places, the moft ex- 
cruciating is kept and ufed in a deep cellar of this Prifon. 
It bught to be buried ten thoufand fathom deeper *. It is 
iaid the inventor was the firft who fuffered by it ; the laft 
was a woman, not two years ago. 

Here, as at fome other towns, is a Prifon for flight 
offences. The punifliment, to be confined from a week to 
a month, and live on bread and water only. To prevent 


• Sec the Marquis Btccaria, Chap. XVI. 


the 
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the prifoners having any thing elfe, what money they bring 
with them is taken, and fealed up; but it is returned to 
them when .discharged. 

c 

c 

In this great city, fuppofed to contain ninety thoufand 
fouls, there were but three Debtors : and in the neighbour- 

^ I 

ing town Altena, which belongs to the king of Den- 
mark, but. two. \ 

9 

IT will perhaps be expedled that I fhould fay fomething 
of the Houfes of Corredion at the great and opulent city of 
Hamburgh. I was there near a week, and vifited all the 
Prifons with every advantage, through the kindnefs of my 
friend, Senator Vogbt. In the great Houfe of Corredion, 
which is a fort of Work-houfe, and not Reckoned infamous y 
various kinds of work were carrying on ; as knitting, fpin- 
ning, weaving linen, hair, and wool, rafping logwood and 
hartlhorn. A regular book is kept of the earnings, one 
fourth of which, I was informed, was given to each, as 
they worked more or lefs. This Houfe is governed by 
.eight, Diredoys,‘ who muft be married men. Two of them 
vifit it every Wednefday and Saturday ; on the latter day 
along with the Ladies, who deliver oul the women’s work, 
and have a room for the purpofe. Many hundreds are 
confined here. In the great room I faw about three hun- 
dred women and girls all bufily employed both times I was 

there. 
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there. Although the Houfe is fituated neap the Aljler, and 
vifited by Ladies, I cannot fay much in favour of its neat- 
• nefs or cleanlinefs.. 

In the Sptn-Houfe, which is accounted infamous, even the 
men were not obliged to rafp logwood, but were employed 
infpinning, in more lighffome rooms than thole of the other 
^oufe. In this were feventy-three prifoners. 

AT Br EMEN the Prifon for Debtors has four rooms; 
but the Magillrate who accompanied me. Dr. Hornwinckel, 
allured me not one of them had Ijesn occupied for above 
thirty years, till very lately ; when one was fitted up for a 
debtor, who was confined in it a few weeks. Over the 
door of this Prifon is inferibed 

Hie fraiidum terminus ejlo. 

That there were few Debtors, or none at all, in fucb 
towns as Mentz, Coblentz, Manheim, &c. may be aferibed 

to their being places of but little trade, • in fuch large 

» 

trading cities as Hamburgh, and Bremen, it feems ow- 
ing to the little credit that is given — the expence of ali- 
ment &c. falling on the creditor — the being deprived of 
every kind of amufement and diverfion while in Prifon— 
and the difgrace of being there. 

\ 

Debtors 
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Debtors arc not permitted in any German cities that I 

have feen, to have their wives and children living with 

« 

them in Priibn, 

« • 

• I 

The Houfe of Corredtion * at Bremen ^ fituated on the 
tVefer^ is indeed a Houfe ofindujiry', yet very quiet. There 
\\’cre eleven men, and twenty-eight wom'en, all at work j 
except a woman who had broke her leg. The ftronger aqd 
lefs, docile men rafp L'ogwood: others weave a fet talk oi 
Hair Carpets^ &C, The Keeper appoints a weaver in the 
Houfe to inllrudt every new comer, who generally teaches 
him the art in a Ihort time. The women’s apartments 
were very clean : their work is Ipinning, knitting, &c. 
The Keeper has a falary ; and fells nothing. 

% 

I SAT an afternoon with Dr. Duntze of Bremen, who 
told me he was in London in 1753 and 54 with an in- 
quilitive friend, a German. They went into Newgate to 
oblerve the elfedls of the Ventilator j and were ftruck with 
an offenfive fmell in one of the rooms. Next day they 
were both indifpofed. The Dodlor’s complaint turned out 
a kind of jaundice. After a few days confinement he vifited 
his friend, and found him cxceffively low ; and in a lliort 
time he died with every lymptom of the Gaol-Fever. 

Zttu NT Zell in the Electorate of Hanover, is a large Houfe 
of .(Korredlion; and 


AT 
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AT Cassel is, another, with a work-ropm one hundred 
and ten feet by twenty-five, and twelve feet high. It was 
.built by CHARLES, grandfather to the prefent Landgrave. 
.Ifliall not, however, enter into a, minute detail of the’ 
difcipline in thefe two, and other Houfes of the fame 
fort in Germany. Thofe in Holland and Flanders are bet- 
ter conduced : hnd my account of them fliall be more 
particular. 


H O L L A’ N I>. 


P RISONS in the United Provinces are fo quiet, and 
moft of them fo clean, that a vifitor can hardly believe 
he is in a Gaol. They are commonly (except the Rafp- 
Iloufes) white-walhed once or twice a year : and a prifqner 
told me it was no linall refrelliment to go into their rooms 
after fuch a thorough cleaning. A Phyfician and Surgeon 
is appointed to every Prifon and prifoners are in general 

e' 

healthy. 

In mofi: of the Prifons for Criminals there are fo many 

rooms that each prilbnec is kept fepai'ate. They nevc^go 

out 
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out of their roo|;ns : each has a bedftead, ftraw, and cover- 
lid. But there are few criminals, except thofe in the KaJ^- 
Houfes and Spin~Houfes. In all the feVen Provinces feldom 
'more executions in a year than from four to fix*. One 
reafon of this, I believe, is the awful folemnity of execu- 
tions, which are performed in prefence of the Magiftrates, 
with great' order and ferioufnefs, and grtat efFedt on the 
fpedtators, I did not fee the procefs in Holland ; but it 
was particularly defcribed to me, and was fimilar to what h- 

t 

had been witnefs of in another place abroad. 

I 

The common method of execution is decollation by a 
broad fword. For the* more atrocious crimes, fuch as pre- 
meditated murder &c. the malefadlor is broken on the 
wheel i or rather on a crofs laid flat upon .the fcaffold. But 
a defcription of the manner of this execution, which is 
finilhed by a Coup de Grace on the breaft, would not be 
agreeable to any of my readers. 

Debtors alfo are but few. The Magiftrates do not approve 
of confining an,idlenefs any that may be ufefully employed. 
And When one is imprifoned, the Creditor mufl: pay 
the .Gaoler for his maintenance, from eight to eighteen 
ftivers a day, according to the Debtor’s former condition in 


• I WAS told ia Scotland that the number of executions there is nearly 

the i^e. 

£ 


life. 
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life. The aliment mull: be paid every wpck : in default 
whereof, the Gaoler gives eight days notice j and if witliin 
*. that time, the money, or fecurity for it, be not brought, 
. the debtor is difcharged. 

Another reafon is, that the fituation is very difgrace- 
ful. But perhaps the principal caule that debtors, as well 
as capital offenders, are few, is the gfeat Care that is taken 
to train up the children of the pctor, and indeed of ^ all 
others, to induftry. No debtors have their wives and 
children living with them in Prifoh : but occalional vifits 
in the day-time are not forbidden. You do not hear in the 
ftreets as you pafs by a Prifon, what I have been rallied for 
abroad, the cry of poor hungry Jlarving Debtors, 

» 

The States do not tranfport criminals: but men are put 
to labour ih the Ra/p~HoufeSy and women to proper work 
in the Spin-Houfes : upon this profelTed maxim. Make them 
diligent and they will he honejl. The rafping logwood, 
which was formerly the principal work done by the men 
criminals, is now in many places performed* at the mills, 
much cheaper : and the Dutch, finding woollen rnanufac- 
tures more profitable, have within thefe lad: twelve years, 
fet up Yeveral of them in thofe Houfcs of Correction. In 
feme, the work does not only maintain the prifoners ; but 
they have a little extra-time to earn fomewhat for their bet- 
ter living in Prifon, or for their benefit afterwards. 

R ’ Great 
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Great care, is taken to give them moral and religious 

inllrudtion, and reform their manners, for their own and 

« 

the public good. The Chaplain (fuch there is in every 
Houfe of £orre^lion) .does not only perform public wor- 
/hip, but privately inftruds the prifoners, catechifes them 
every week &c. and I am well informed that many come 
out fbber and honeft*. Some have even chofen to continue 
and work in the Houfe after their difeharge. 

Offenders are fentenced to thefe Houfes, according to 
their crimes, for fevenj ten, fifteen, twenty years and up- 
wards : but, to prevent defpair, feldom for life. As an 
encouragement to fobriety and induflry, thofe who diftin- 
guifh themfelves by fuch behaviour, are difeharged before 
the expiration of their term. A prifoner* who gives infor- 
mation of an intended efcape is favoured much in this re- 
fpeft : his term is confiderably fhortened. A little before 
the eledtion of new Magiftrates, thofe who are in office in- 
fpedl thefe Prifons j and inquire of the Keeper which pri- 


f 

I HA^TE heard in England that a countryman of ours> who was a prlfoner 
in the Rafp-Houfe at Amjlerdam feveral years, was permitted to work at his own 
trade; ihoe-making ; and by being conilantly kept employed, was quite cured of 
the vices which brought him to confinement. My informant added, that the pri- 
foner received at his releafe a fnrplus of his earnings, which enabled him to fet up 
in London where he lived in credit, and at dinner commonly drank Health to 
h:s worthy Mailers at the Rafp-Houfe.” 

y 
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Sect. IV, 


123 


HOLLAND. 

fbners> of thole who have been confined a^few years, have 
been diligent and orderly : and of the Minifter, which of 
them have been moll ’attentive to public and private inllruc- 
tions?^ According* to the accounts, they contrad: the ap-' 
pointed time of punilhment.* lb that fourteen years will 
fometimes be reduced to eight or ten ; and twelve years to 
fix or leven. This pradice of abridging the time of pu« 
nifiiment upon reformation is in every view wife and bene- 
ficial. Indeed, I have fome reafon to think that criminals 
are often doomed to a longer term, with an intention to 
make fuch dedudions upon their amandment. 

I WAS informed that the work "done in fome of thele 
Houfes of Corredion (efpecially where the men are em- 
ployed in rafping) does not maintain them : though the 
men that are robuft earn from eight to ten ftivers a day ; 
and healthy, women by fpinning &c. from four to fix. But 
fome earn lefs ; thofe who are infirm very little : none 
however are quite idle but the fick. This is furcly excel- 
lent policy; for befidcs guarding againfi: the pernicious 
effeds of idlenefs in a Prifon, and breaking, criminals to 
habits of induftry, if work fo confirant does not fupport the 
Houfes, how much heavier would be the public burden, 
maintaining the numerous offenders in thefe Prifons, if, as 
in many of our Bridewells, no work at all were done there ? 

In Hollandt as well as in Germany^ there are private 

R 2* ' rooifis 
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Amster- 

dam. 


rooms in moft o,f the Houfes of Corre<Sion, in which young 
perfbns of a vicious and profligate turn are confined on the 
repreientation of their parents, till ‘they fhew figns of 
* amendmei\,t, 

AT Amsterdam the Prifon is under the 

Stadt-Houfe. Debtors and felons quite leparate. No 

court-yard. Vilitants may converfe with debtors at the 

lattices of their rooms, 'from nine to twelve in the forenoon. 

« 

The debtor may buy an anchor of wine to depofite with the 
Keeper (who fells liquers) : he is allowed to call for a bot- 
tle of it a day, paying the Keeper two llivers a bottle. 

In this city they compute 250,000 fouls*; about one 
third of thofe in London : yet in 1775 I fgund but eighteen 
debtors, in 1776 only fifteen. 

• 

The rooms for criminals are down fifteen Heps : ten feet 
by nine ; in each, one prilbner only : a bedftead &c. door- 


. • In the Stadt-Uotfi there is hung up to public view, a board ihewing the 
mortality for the lail two years, and for the laft wede, viz. 

Deaths in 1774^ •— — 664^ 

J775» — — 789s 

Auguft 6th, 1776, — — 120 

The year 1775 was very fickly— Sir mUiarn Pflty in his Traas, page 186, gives 
for the year 1685 the number of Burials in Amfterdam 


way 
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way twenty-two inches wide; door four inches thick : the 
condemned rooms have an iron door befides. In the latter a 
.criminal is never left* alone : two prifoners from the Rafp- 
Houl^'«re always ^ith him, to prevent his deftroying him- ’ 
felf. They rejoice at the fewice ; for if they difeharge it 
faithfully, their reward is an abridgment of their allotted 
term. I was cradibly informed, that there was*no execu- 
tion here for the laft two years : and that for a hundred 
years paft there have not been, communibus annist more than 
one a year. It is generally performed within forty-eight 
hours after fentence. 

In the Stadt-Houje there were fix delinquents. Their 
allowance is nine ftivers a day, for which the Keeper gives 
them-— in the morning, four good dices of bread and but- 
ter — at dinner, rice foup, and two dices of bread — at dip- 
per, milk — ;befides about a quart of beer a day ; and on 
Sunday three quarters of a pound of meat. He alfo pays 
for their weekly fliaving, and for wafliing their linen. In 
fome other Provinces the allowance is the fame : in fome, 
more. One of the Magiftrates, with whom, I was con- 
verfing upon the fubjedl of Englifli Prifons, faid “ Nourilh 
“your prifoners well, and keep them in dry rooms, and 
“ they •will be healthy.” 

At the rasp-house over the gate is, m bas relief , a device 

fomewhat 
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fbniewhat like^ that at Mentz. At the inner gate is (as at 
other Raip-Houies) a reprefen tation of two men rafping 
Logwood: which is here their princij>al employment. Yet. 
' regard is^had not only to their degree of guilt, bu^ t•o their 
flrcngth ; for I faw two men* winding filk or thread. This 
laft fummer there were fifty-four prifoners. In fome rooms, 
where they alfb fleep, were ten or twelve men rafping an 
appointed talk. Others were in the warehoufes, forting 
and weighing; others . bringing the wood to thofe rooms. 
If any one be idle, or refractory &c. he is fhut up in a place 
of clofer confinementc under ground. I faw one who was 
fo punifhed for burning logwood : he told me his fentence 
was for fix weeks. Oil careful inquiry, I learned, that what 
has been faid of a cellar, in which fuch tranfgreflbrs are put 
to pump or drown, is not faSi. Hours o/ work from fix to 
twelve, and from one to four. In extra-hours they make 
tobacco-boxes &c. which they fell to vifitants, who pay 
two flivers to go in. They are daily vifited by the Medical 
Faculty ; and have in general a healthy look. I wifhed to 
know more particulars of this famous Prifon ; but could 
fcarce ever get from the cautious old Keeper a direCt anfwer 
to any ©ne queflion ; though I paid him five vilits with that 
intent. I could not go into the rooms till laft time I was 
there, when a Magiftrate accompanied me. The Keeper 
was ftill as much upon the referve as before : but without 
afking him, I faw his prifon was dirty. 
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In the spin-house f Spin-huts) you fee» a number of 
women criminals (there were thirty-two) fome of vvhom 
*ljad Jbeen the moft abandoned ; fitting in prefence of the 
Mijlreft, quiet and orderly at their different forts of work j 
fpinning, plain work &c. Of* the latter fort much is fent 
in from the city. Hours of work from fix to twelve, and 
from one to eight* I fliw them go from work to dinner : 
the Keeper as they call him Father prefided. Firft they 
fang a Pfalm : then they went in brder down to a nqat 
dining-room ; where they feated themfelves at two tables ; 
and feveral dilhes of boiled barley, * agreeably fwcetened, 
were fet before them. The Father flruck with a hammer: 
then in profound filencc all Hood up; and one of them read 
with propriety, a Prayer about four or five minutes. Then 
tlicy fat down chearful j and e^ht filled her bowl, from a 
large difh which contained enough for four of them. 
Then one brought on a waiter fliccs of bread and butter, 
and ferved each prifoner. 

As I flaid longer than a common vifitant, one of the 
prifoners went up to the Miftrefs with the timid modefly of 
a fuppliant, and afked leave to offer me the plate. The 
leave was granted. The Miftrefs keeps what is given, till 
it amounts to a fum fufficient to purchafe a little Tea or 
Ce^ee, for all to partake. 

Here (as at fome other towns in Holland) is a Prifon or 

Work-houfe 
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Work-houfe for llighter offences; where prifo'ners are 
employed in Spinnings weaving coarfe Carpets^ picking. 
Oakum &c. 

Dcl- I will juft mention the'’DOL-HUis, an Hofpital for the 
InJ'ane: becaufe it would (in my opinion) be a good plan 
for a Bridewell, with the addition of working rooms. The 
ground plot is redangular : the Keeper’s houfe takes up one 
of the ftiorter fides'i the other three fides have, on the 
ground-floor, rooms in the recefs of a walk full eight feet 
widej under arcades inclofed from the area or garden by a 
wall to the height of four feet : the upper part to the 
crown of the arch, open. Each perfon has a feparate room, 
with two doors ; the inner door is latticed ; the outer, fre- 
quently Hands open. Over the doors is- an aperture in the 
wall, about a foot fquare* Thefe rooms are for the Foor. 
Above are larger rooms for thofe whofe friends can pay for 
them. Common vifitants are not allowed to go up : but, 
injudicioufly, every one that pays four ftivers is admitted 
below. .The windows all round open to the court-yard, 
none outward^. 

Hague. AT the Hague I was honoured with the very polite 
afliftance of Sir Jofeph Torke. A Magiftrate accompanied 
me to the Prifon ; where all was quiet and in order. The 
fame Gentleman prefented me with a copy of Inftruitions to 
the Sheriff of the. Court ; a copy of Rules for Officers of 
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the Attorney- General ; and with a M. S. ^opy on feveral 
flieets, of forty-four Rules for the Management of the 
■[^ifon. The Gaoler is never fuffered to fleep out of the 
• Houfe, but with the exprefs confeijt of the Coyrt, or the 
Advocate See. and when that leave is, on any fpecial occa- 
fion granted, he mud provide a Subftitute approved by the 
Court &c. This’SubfIitute is fworn to bis temporary office. 
If any prifoner efcapes, whether by the immediate fault of 
the Keeper, or the fault of his fervants, he is to fuffer the 
punilhment that was due to the prifoner. He may not 
keep a tavern or alehoufe : nor play ^t cards &c. with his 
prifoners : nor accept of any treat or gift from them, di- 
rcdtly or indiredtly, during their conitnexuent or afterwards. 
He muft keep the Prifon neat and clean : furniffi freih ftraw 
once a week j a»rid in winter coverlids. The Attorney- 
General or his Deputy is to fee that all this be duly per- 
formed. The Keeper is to fupply prifoners with good 
bread, foup, and beer. Thofe who pay eighteen ftivers a 
day (or what other fum the Magiftrates ffiall allow them to 
expend) are to have provifion proportioned to that price. 
Vilitants are not permitted to be in the Prifoa from eleven 
in the morning, till two: and are difmilTed in the* evening 
at fix in fummer, at four in winter. None to be admitted 
on Saturday : nor in time of Divine Service on Sunday. 
Candles to be taken away at nine. The Keeper to guaid 
againft accidents by fire. 


R 
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The Rules ,for OfScers of the Attorney-General, and of 
the Sheriff have an admirable effedl in preferving peace, 
and order. There are thirty- two of them. I cannot 
bear abftfading a fe,w. No officer to ftir out of town* 
without fpecial leave : and while in town each muff always 
give notice where he may be found. In cafe of fire they 
muff immediately repair to the Court-Gate for inffrudlions. 
Arreffs of delinquents muff be performed quietly. No 
officer to ferve or watch inftead of another. Negledl of 
duty through drunkenncfs. is punifficd with living in Prifon 
on bread and water afc their own expence for three days, 
eight days, and at laft, with difcharge. Tlicy may not 
keep company with any perfons in public houfes &c. 
Giving ill language is puniflied by a fine : quarrels, at dif- 
cretion of the Magiftrates. Not giving information of de- 
faulters is puniflied with difcharge. They are to guard 
againft being guilty of ill behaviour of any fort, that no 
diflionour may be caff upon the Court of Judicature. Each 
officer to have a copy of the Rules, and keep it to fliew on 
demand, on pain of a fine. The whole to be read to them 
all together by the Sheriff once a month. 


Gronin- 

C£N, 


AT Groningen the Kafp and Spin-Houfe together, has 
on the ground-floor rooms for men. In the floor above it 
are four apertures two feet by three and a half each into 
the wool warehoufe above. Thefe were lately made by the 
advice of a judicious Phyfician (a Profeffor), who thought 
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the men’s rooms not fufficiently airy, though they have op- 
^ polite windows; the men fleeping as well as working in 
•■a!C.n : on which account they are ftill fomewhat ofFcnfive.’ 

•Women have a work-room, and a* lodging -rqpm quite 
feparatc : both of them very ’clean. All the prifoners are 
employed on a woollen manufadure. 

AT Lew ARDEN the Rqfp-Houfe had in it thirty-four Lewardek, 
men : a few of them rafping LogwoSd, with an inftrument 
compofed of ten faws united : others combing and fpinning 
black wool : others fpinning twin5 ; weaving facks, and 
coarfc linen cloth &c. At their leifure they make llioe- 
pegs, tobacco-doppers, iugar-Zliucers of bra/s wire &c. and 
fell them to vilitants. In the Spm-Houfe adjoining, were 
thirty-fix women t all at work, preparing thread &c. ex- 
cept one, whom the Miftrefs, going up with me from her 
breakfaft, fSund idle in a warehoufe; and not only rated 
her for it fufficiently, but entertained me with her mur- 
murs upon tlie offence a good while after ; from whence I 
concluded the fault was not a very common one. 

AT Utrecht no prifoners in the Stadt-Houje. The Utrecht. 
Keeper told me the allowance was twelve divers a day : 

for, faid he, confinement here is not meant as punilh- 
“ ment; but only as fafe cudody till trial *. After which, 

• The fame obfervation I remember was made to me by the Keeper at Nunegm?:, 
where the allowance is ten (livers. Here alf<j were no prifoners. 

S 2 
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** fome who arp to be puniflied by a fhort imprifonment 

** ar« fent to another Prifon, where they live on bread and 

% 

“ water only.” He faid a woman who had been his^i-h* 

‘ foner, wa^ that day fentenced to be fo punifhcd for a fort- 
night : but he added, “ She will have a fufficient quantity ; 

and if llie be ill, her food will be altered.” 

• « 

Dblft. at Delft there were near ninety in the Houfe of Cor- 
re 5 iion : men and women quite feparate : all neat and clean, 
and looked healthy. They told me their allowance was five 
ftivers a day All employed on a woollen manufadiurc — 
women fpinning, carding See. — men weaving from coarfe 
to very fine Cloth : th«r talk, to earn thirty-five (livers a 
week. Some earn a fmall furplus ; but they have only half 
of it. A Burgomafter, to whom I mcnti®ncd that circum- 
ftance, faid it was the truth. They do not put more than 
eight or ten men to work in one room : for 'when large 
numbers arc together, one idle perfon corrupts more j and there 
is not generally fo much work done. Here alfo, if a pri- 
foner has behaved well for a few years, and given proofs of 
amendment, th? Magiftrates begin to abridge the time for 
which ht was fentenced. One whom I faw very cheerful, 

• A GviNEa 252 d. is = II guilders ii ftivers = 231 llJverj 
(for 20 ftivers is a guilder) therefore ftivers arc to pence as * : 

i, e. II ftivers is e^ual to a fliilling. 


told 
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told me the caiife of his joy was that a year .had lately beeH 
\ taken from his term. ? . ' 

AT Rotterdam in the ?nCon •uadtr the S^adt-Houfe* 
were neither debtors nor felons. In the Rajp and Spin- 
Houfe about forty men and a hundred women. The former, 
three or four in a room, making FiJ/jing-Nets, carding 
Wool, forting Coffee &c. Women moftly employed on a 
manufacture of Worjled, fpinning, dnd working at a great 
wheel like thofe which at Derby arc turned by water., 

THE PEST-HOUSE acrofs the Maes oppofite Rotterdam 
is a Ipacious building in a iinall i/le. It is nearly a fquare. 
of one hundred and thirty feet: has four fpacious wards 
which are about thirty feet wide and twenty high. I men- 
tion this edifice, not only as it occurred to me that it would 
be a good* plan for a Ilcufe of Correction, being airy, and 
built round a court in which is a bafon of water communi- 
cating with the Maes-, but on account of the fentiments of 
veneration it infpired, when I trod on the ground under 
which fuch piles of my brave countrymeii*4ie buried j it. 
having been ufed as a Military Hofpital after the* fiegc of 
Bergen -op- Zoo /// . 
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T he French Provinces here and in the Netherlands 
are chiefly governed by the fame Arret de Parlcmcnt 
as their Provinces in ^'France. I will therefore mention 
only one circumflance et Arras in Artois which was dif- 
ferent from what I had feen in France. Of one hundred 
and thirty-nine prifoners in this Gaol, I faw two in the 
court-yard who had irons. But upon afking one of them 
the reafon of it, he told me ** it was for attempting an 
efcape.” 

IN the Austrian Netherlands I found the Prifons 
in general clean ; and no licknefs prevailing in any one of 
them : and y€t few of the Prifons have a court-yard : in 
moftoft|iem every prifoner is confined to his room. In 
fome places, as at Antwerp &c. the allowance to Criminals 
is fcanty ; a pound of bread a day, and a pound of butter 
a week: but the deficiency is fully made up by fupplies 
from the Monafteries &c. Debtors very few : alimented 
by creditors. 


AT 
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AT Brussels twenty-four Felons: daily allowance two Bru^seh. 
pounds of bread ( pain de munition ) and feme foup : on 
’ S&nday, except in Lent, a pound of meat. A Keeper of 
•the Houfe of Corredion was lately copimitted to ^this Gaol ' 
for abule of his truft. Debtors are fent to another Prifon : 
the creditor is obliged to advance a month’s aliment. In that 
Prilon I faw an Englifliman who had his wife and two or 
three children with him j but they were not permitted to 
flay at night. 

VILFORDE. The Houfe of Cbrredion now building Vilforde. 
near this town for all the provinces Aujlrian Brabant, is 
upon the largcfl fcalc of any /IruAure of the kind that I 
have feen. It is fituated upon the great canal leading to 
BrujJ'els ; and is a4moft lurrounded by water. The ground 
plot, a plan of which I have by me, is reilangular, except 
a fweep before the court of the Governor’s houfe. The 
longer fides arc about two hundred and ten yards i the 
fliorter about one hundred and lixty-feven. At the back of 
one of the longer fides, fronting the Weft, I counted eighty 
windows on a floor. There are the fame niimber oppofite, 
looking inwards towards the courts. Each of thef^* belongs 
to a feparate room or cell, near fix feet and a half by. five 
and a half, and eight feet high ; and a long pafiage eight 
feet and a half wide runs through each floor, into which all 
the oppofite rooms open. Two floors of this fide are 
finilhed, making three hundred and twenty rooms; tlierc 
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are two more,, as yet imRniihed, of the fame number of 
rooms. Each of the two lliorter lidcs has one hundred and 

feventy-fix rooms, of the fame fize as tlie otliers, and otT' 

« 

* as many floors. Par^ of thefc fidcs arc finillicd ; fo that, . 
including foine rooms on cdcli fide the Governor’s houfe, 
about five hundred are now ready of the nine hundred and 
nincty-twd. On Ibme vacant ground at' the ihorter fidcs 
more rooms will be built if wanted. Of fo great importance 
is it wifely judged by thefe Provinces to keep every prifoner 
at night by himfelf, that this vaft number of rooms is 
contrived tliat each may lodge one p erf on only. 


On each fide the gate of the court before the Governor’s 
houfe is a Porter’s lodge. Prifoners will pafs this way to their 
refpe<ftive wards behind the Iloufc. Tlaofc committed for 
life will be quite feparatc from thofe who are for a limited 
term : and men totally fo from women j not only in their 
Wards, Work-rooms, and Refe&ories-, but alfo in two dif- 
tind: Chapels. Thefe Chapels arc odagons of about thirty- 
five feet ; and on each floor the prifoners will have a room 
looking into Jth^m. The work-rooms are numerous ; about 
forty fe^ by twenty : fome up flairs, others under ground 
for weaving fine linen : but no prifoners arc to fleep under 
ground. Staircafes all ftone, fix feet wide : fome dark cells 
for confining the refradory. A Kitchen forty-feven feet by 
thirty-four : Bakehoufe, and Slaughterhoufe large in pro- 
portion, and commodious. Convenient apartments for 

feveral 
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fcveral Chaplains : and proper rooms for a, military guard. 
No prifoncrs as yet : and two fpacious Infirmaries dcfiffned. 
' are not begun. 


»37 
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AT Mechlin one of the 15eft rooms in the Prifon is for Mechun. 
Debtors: but none in it. Three criminals up flairs: no 
dungeons. Allot^ance, two fixpenny loaves and a pound of 
butter weekly : on Sunday a pound of meat, and fome 
foup : three pints of fmall beer didly. Straw, and two 
blankets. Firing from the ill of November to the ift of 
May. Clean linen every week from* a charity. I will not 
defcribe the mode of Torture. 


AT Bruges there is to the Prifon a court-yard for Bruces. 
Criminals t and another for Debtors: but the former are 
never let out. Each fort has a daily allowance in money, 
about three*-pencc halfpenny EngUfh: provifions rather 
cheaper than in London : a clean Ihirt every week. Debtors 
have the allowance from their Creditors ; who allb pay the 
Keeper a fmall fee at the entrance of the prifoner, and a. 
penny a day during his confinement. Na under-ground 
dungeons. Two things are remarkable in this Pril^n, and 
well worth imitating. One is the care they take of • the 
Sick. There are two Medical Books, one for the City, the 
other for the Seigneuries or Lordlhips of Parifhes, which 
are governed by different Magiftrates, but the Prifon is 
common to both. The Phyfician at every vifit enters his 

T prefer ip tioa 
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in the rcfpeaiye Book, which is carried to the Apothecary j 
who after copying the Recipe, fends the book back again ; 
and it is kept in the room where the Magiftrates meet to* 
bold a Cpurt of Judicature, iniped: the Prifon See. I /pent 
fame hours in looking over them. The pre/criptions are 
written with regularity for many years paft. Bar/i and 
Cordials were almo/l conjftant ingredients iii the Recipe. They 
are not troubled with infedious diftempersj but perhaps 
the Phyficians are fdmewhat apprehenfive of them, and 
order thofe preventives with fuccefs. The Phyfician or- 
ders a Surgeon to atteftd when the cafe requires one : and 
at his order alfo the Keeper provides for the fick, Soup, 
’ichite Bread &c. the Magi/lrates allowing for this Fourteen- 
pence a day, to continue till countermanded by the Phyfician. 
Some fick prifoners have been many weeks thus liberally 
provided for. 


The other exemplary pradice is their care of Legacies 
and Donations. In the Council-Chamber, under a pidure 
reprefenting vifiting the fick, feeding the hungry, and re- 
leafing the prifoner, there is in a frame a printed Lift of all 
Chariti|^s given or bequeathed to the Prifoners from the 
year 1315 to 1734; with the names and intentions of the 
feveral Donors : and in another fmall frame is a memorial 
of the time at which each bequeft is to be diftributed. 


AT Ghent in the Prifon at the fuperb Maifon de Vitte 

each 
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each criminal ha$ from the city about four-pence halfpenny 

Englifli, a day : and provifion being there about one third 

cheaper than in Londoriy fome of them fave a little out of 
% 

that allowance after paying for the v^eekly wafliii^g of their 
linen. 

In the State PAfon, governed by other Magilfrates, cri- 
minals have four-pence a day. In each of thofe Prifons 
the Keeper has from the Magiftrates two-pence a day for 
the cuftody of every prifoner. In the two Prifons, four 
debtors. 

Here is a Prifon belonging to the rich Monaftery of 
BenediSlines in the Abbey of Sl Peter. There arc now 
thirty-five of the fraternity : who have many Lordlliips, 
and part of the City in their jurifdidiion. The Prifon joins 
to the Abbot’s Court-Houfe. Three dreary dungeons down 
nineteen fteps : a little window in each : no prifoners. I 
went down j but my noting the dimenfions of the windows 
&c. fo enraged the Keeper, that he would not indulge my 
curiofity any farther. 

The Houfe of CorreBion for the City of Ghent is net fo 
commddioufly built, nor kept fo clean as fome other 
Flcmilh Prifons : but there are very good Rules of Occo- 
nomy, of which I have a copy. Every prifoner is exa- 
mined at his firfi: coming j and if he be not healthy, he is 

T 2 not 
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not put among thofc *that arc fo. That the Keeper may not 
be tempted to opprefs his prifoners, he is exempted from 
all 'Taxes. The prifoners have a fet talk of different forts of ' 
‘work: tjie profits of extra-^work their own. The Ma-. 
giftrates meet in the Prifpn 6nce a week to infpeft it j and 
to appoint the fort and quantity of provifion for every day 
of the week enfuing. They order the Phyfician to fee that 
the fick have broth, and other nourifhment proper for 
them. The Keeper provides it and is paid by the Ma- 
giftrates. I happened to go into the Prifon while they 
were there, and faw tht‘m employed as above. 

I BEG leave here, on account of the humanity of its in- 
llitution, to digrefs from my fubjedl: by taking notice of a 
Nunnery in this place. The Hojpitable Manjion is not inha- 
bited folely by Nuns j it is deftined to the reception of men 
who are infane, and fick aged women. The infane have, 
when requifite, affiftance from their own fex ; and the ten- 
dernefs with which both thefe and the poor women are 
treated by the fillers, gave me no little pleafure. 


La Maison 
DB Force. 


The^ is at Ghent a new Prifon building by the States 
of Aufirian Flanders, It is a Houfe of Corredion for all 
thofe Provinces (as that at Vi^prde fox Aujlrian Brabant J and 
is called la maison de fORCE. It is fituated near a Canal. 
The plan is an OSlagoh’. only four fides finifhed : in one of 
them were in 1775 one hundred and fifty-nine men crimi- 
nals : 
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nals : this year one .huii(}Ted and ninety-one. Another of 
the fides is for women, of whom there were fifty-nine. Iir 
•the middle of this ^court is' a bafon of running water, for 
.waihing all the Linen of the Houfe. 

On each of me luur iiuur!> mere is a corridor, or arcade, 
fix feet nine inches wide, quite open to the air of the yard, 
which, however, is not attended with any inconvenience, 
even in winter. In the recefs of every corridor, except the 
loweft, is a range of bed-rooms, fix feet nine inches by 
four feet ten, and eight feet eight inches high : the door- 
way two feet. Theie are uniformly furniflied with a bed- 
llead, fix feet and a half by two and a half, a ftraw bed, a 
mattrefs, a pillow, a pair of fheets, two blankets in winter 
and one in fummer. Each room has a little bench, and a fliutter 
to the lattice window (in the door), which, when opened 
and turned down, ferves for a table. In the wall is a little 
cupboard, two feet by one, and ten inches deep. All the 
rooms are vaulted to prevent fire from running from llory 
to ftory. No perfon is on any pretence admitted into the 
bed-room of another. They have a clean fhirt once a week, 
and clean fheets once a month. The women have not fepa- 
rate rooms. Some of theirs are ten feet and a half by nine 
and a half. 

In order to the admiflion of a prifoncr, previous notice 
mufl be given by the City or Province that fends him. 

When 



142 


FOREIGN PRISONS. 


When he comes, he is fliaved and waflied : a Surgeon exa- 
mines him ; and if healthy, he is cloathed with the uniform 
of the Houfe, which is marked with the number of his 
room ; • ♦’o it he is copdudled by one of the molt orderly of 
the prilbners ; who is appointed to that lervice, and who 
alfo acquaints him with the Rules of the Houle. Com- 
mitment from one year to twenty or more. 

A BELL is rung in rfie morning to fummon the prilbners 
into the dining-room ; in the fummer at five j in winter 
the lioiir varies with the length of the days. Half an hour 
after the bell rings, their names are called over ; and they 
go to Prayers in a Chapel. They are then allowed half an 
hour to breakfaft. At noon they have two hours, for din- 
ner i making their beds (which in fair weather they bring 
out to air) ; and for recreation. I was prefent during the 
whole time the men criminals were at dinner, and much 
admired the regularity, decency, and order, with which the 
whole was condudted. Every thing was done at a word 
given by a Diredlor ; no noife or confulion appeared j and 
this company of near one hundred and ninety llout criminals 
was governed with as much apparent eafe as the moft fobet 
and well-dilpofcd alTembly in civil fociety. At night they 
have* an hour for fupper &c. The bell gives notice of all 
thefe lucceflive/hours : it is rung at a window over th( 
gate-way by a Centinely who there overlooks the wholt 
yard ; and, lliould there be any difturbance, is to give th< 
alarm to a company who keep guard. 


Oi 
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On the ground-floors of the building are work-roowis. 
Thofe for the men are too fmall for the looms &c. The 
women’s work-room is one hundred and fcventeen feet long, 
twenty-fix wide, and nine to the fpringing of the aroh., In 
this many were fpinning and combing woolj mending 
linen, &c. Others were wa/hing in places proper for that 
purpofe. 

An exa(St account is kept of every circumftance relating to 
each man’s work, in a Book that has fourteen columns. The 
I ft Column contains the Names of Prifbners. 

2. The Sort of Stuff on which each Man is employed; 

as Shalloon, Cloth, Dimity See. 

3. The Number that is marked on the Piece. 

4. The Day it was begun.. 

5. The Day it was finifhed. 

6. Meafure of the whole Piece. 

7. Number of Working-Days, the Prifoner was upon it. 

8. The Talk due per Day. 

9. Surplus Work upon the Piece beyond Talk. 

10. Price of the Piece per Ell. 

1 1 . Obfervations, or Occafional Circumftances : fuch as 

Sick, Lame, difficult If'’ ork, JirJl Piece See. 

12. Payment to Prifoners for Surplus,Work. 

13. Deficiency of Talk. 

14. Punifliment for the Default. 

This laft column is written by the Magiftrates themfelvcs. 

I law 


H3 
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I faw in it — often — fometimes make up in next 

piece — fometimes to work alone — to bread and water — 
feldom to rajping logwood. The daily allowance is two* 
pounds of bread j fome foup of beans, peafe &c. with 
wheat-bread in it j and except Friday and Lent half a 

pound of cold meat. Each prifoner has alfo the value of 

« 

our farthing, for which he can buy near two pints of fmall 
beer ; or fomewhat elfe which the victualler of that Prifon 
is allowed to fell, and deliver to them at a wicket in the 
wall. Spirituous liquors are exprefsly prohibited: and fo 
is wine, unlefs it be o'rdered by a note from the Phyfician. 
It is not allowed to give an v i*^'l ^^ ! ^% igedtly to the prifoners : 
but there is a box into which mon'^y may be put j and at 
ftated times it is equally diftributed among them. Cards, 
Dice, and all gaming are ftriClly forbidden : and there are 
excellent Rules for preventing all quarreling ; for mending 
their morals j preferving their health ; and making them 
for the future ufeful in Society. To tranferibe all the Rules 
would to moft readers be difagreeable. Such as wifh to fee 
them will find them, together with more particulars of this 
noble Inflitution, in two Edidls printed in folio at Ghent 
in 1773 and 75: the firfi: in French and Low Dutch ; the 
latter only French : and in a book in quarto written by 
Co‘int Vilain XlV/^^d ^ffered to the Government in 1775. 
The title ofijt^s Memoire fur les Moyens de corriger Ics Mal- 
faiteiirs et hain^ans a leur propre Avantage et de les rendre 
Utiles a I’Etat. A Gand &c. 


I SAID 



Sect. IV. 


FLANDERS. 


I SAID tranfcribing all the Rules at length, would be 
tedious ; for this reafon I have only given extracts from 
thefe, and from 4:hofe made for other Foreign Prifons. 
have compleat copies of them, and of others vvhlth I have 
not mentioned ; fome printed, others M. S. which I will 
readily Ihow to any Gentleman who has leifure and incli- 
nation to ftudy the fubjed:. 

WHEN I formerly made the tour of Europe, I leldom 
had occahon to envy Foreigners any thing I fiw with refped 
to their Situation^ their Religiotty Manners or Government . 
In my late journeys to view their Prt/bns, I was fometimes 
put to the blufli for my native country. The Reader will 
fcarcely feci frorA my narration the fame emotions of Hiame 
and regret as the comparifon excited in me, on beholding 
the difference with my own eyes. But from the account I 
have given him of Foreign Prifons, he may judge whether a 
defign of reforming our own be merely vilionary — whether 
Idlenefsy Debauchery y Difeafcy and Famine be the necellary 
attendants of a Prifon, or only conneded with it in our 
ideas for want of more perfed knowledge, and more en- 
larged views. I hope too he will do me the jullicc to think 
that neither an indiferiminate of every, khing 

foreign, nor a fondnefs of cenfuring everjVshing at l^’.ne, 
has influenced me to adopt the language of a Pancgyrill in 
this part of my work, or that of a Complainant in tlie rclh 

U \Vhere 
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Where I have commended I have mentioned my reafons for 
fo doing ; and I have dwelt perhaps more minutely upon 
the management of Foreign Prifons, bec/iufe it was more 
agreeable to me to praife than to condemn. Another mo~ 
five induced me to be very particular in my accounts of 
Foreign Houjes of Corredlion, e/pecially thofe of the freell 
States. It was to counteract a notion prevailing among us 
that compelling prifoners to work, efpecially in public, 
was inconfiftent with die principles of Englifli Liberty ; at 
the fame time that taking away the lives of fuch numbers, 
either by executions, drr the difeafes of our Prifons, feems 
to make little impreflion upon us. Of fuch force is cultom 
and prejudice in lilencing the voice of good fenfe and 
humanity ! 

¥ 

I HAVE only to add that, fully fenlible of the imperfec- 
tion which muft attend the curfory furvey of a traveller, it 
was my ftudy to remedy that defedt by a conftant attention 
to the one objeCt of my purfuit alone, during the whole of 
my two laftjourne^s abroad. 


SECTION 



SECTION V. 


A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF 
ENGLISH PRISONS. 


A S the Tables of which the prelent Se<ftion will 
chiefly confifl, contain leveral terms which can- 
not be expe<5ted to be familiar to the generality of 
my Readers, I lh*all begin with an explanation of them. 

IN the firfl: page of every County, City, &c. the fecond 
article of the Gaoler or Keeper ^ emolument is Fees ; by 
which are meant fuch only as are taken by him and his 
fervants on the admifllon or difeharge of a Prifoner. The 
fums let down under this head are from the beft information 
I could procure in my repeated journeys ; but they differ 
fometimes from thofe fpecified in the ’Tables of Fees where 
fuch are found. 

The next article under Gaoler is Transports. The 
fum fet down to this, is what (from the beft intelligence I 
• U 2 could 



ENGLISH PRISONS. 


150 

ihc Prilbns over which they prefide, and to which they 
commit offenders, be fit for the purpofes they are defigncd 

I 

to anfwer. I might add, that a variety of defcriptions may * 

pofiij?Iy fugged: fomething ufeful in the plans of fuch Pri- . 

fons as may hereafter be erefted ; fince whatever may appear 

worth copying may be extrafted from any. 

« 

I HAVE here and there taken the liberty of pointing out 
what feemed to. me, as I viewed a Prifon, an obvious re- 
medy of fome defedt that happened to ftrike me. But I 
did not examine with (he accuracy of a Surveyor ; and hope 
I fliall not be thought to dired: in the liyle of a Didator. 
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GAOLER, Richard Akerman. 
Salary, £,'Xoo. , 

Fees, Debtors, - 

Felons, - o 

MilUemeanours 7 
or Fines, 3 

Tranfports, - - o 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance to 


iS : 10 


14 : 10 


14* : 10 


I^donT^* 1 a penny loafa day. (See Remarks.) 


Garnifli, Debtors, - jfo : 

Felons &c. - o : 

Number of - - Debtors. 

1775, March 5, 33 

--76, March i, 38 

May 17, 46 

Dec. 26, 33 


Felons &c. 
190 

129 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Villette. 

Duty — Sunday twice; every day Prayers; 

once a month Sacrament. 

Salary, >^35, &c. (See Remarks.) 

SURGEON, Mr. Olney. , ■' 

Salary, ^50, for all Prifoners. 

THE Builders of Old Newgate feem to have regarded in their Remark; 
plan, nothing^ but the fingle article of keeping prifoners in fafe cuf- 
tody. The rooms and cells were lb, clofe, as to be almoft the con- 

ftant 
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NEWGATE, llant feats of difeafe, and fources of infeftion ; to the deftruftion of 
multitudes, not only in the Prifon, but abroad. The City had there- 
fore very good reaKbn for their refolution to bui?d a new GaoL The* 
Plat^ will give a better idea of it than any defcription. I give 
the plan, rather to gratify the turiolity of my Readers, than as a 
model to be followed. Many inconveniences of the old Gaol are 
avoided in 'this new one : but it has fome manifefl; errors. It is now 
too late to point out particulars. All I will fay, is, that without 
more than ordinary care, the prifoners in it will be in great danger of 
the Gaol-Fever. 

C* • 

The Cells built in Old Newgate a few years fince for condemned 
malefaftors, are intended for tlie fame ufe at prefent. I lhall there- 
fore give fome account of them. There are upon each of the three 
floors five cells: all vaulted, near nine feet high to the crown. 
The cells on the ground-floor meafure full nine feet by near fix ; 
the five on the firft ftory are a little larger, on account of the fet-off 
in the wall j and the five uppermofl, ftill a little larger for the fame 
reafon. In the upper part of each cell, is a window double grated, 
near three feet by one and a half. The doors are four inches thick. 
The ftrong ftone wall is lined all round each cell with planks, 
ftudded with broad-headed nails. In each cell is a barrack- bedftead. 

I was told by thofe who attended me, that criminals who hatl 
afrefted an air of boldnefs during their trial, and appeared quite un- 
concerned at the pronouncing fentence upon them, were ftnick witli 
Jiorrjjr, and Ihed /«?tr9if«k^n brought to thefe darkfome folitary 
.tMdes. 


The New Chapel is plain and neat. Below are three or four pews 
for men felons &c. On each fide is a gallery : that towards the 
women’s ward is for them : in it is a pew for the Keeper, whofe pre- 
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fence may fet a good example and be otherwife iifeful. The other newcate. 
gallery towards the debtors ward is for them. The ftairs to each 
gallery are on the ouXfide of the Chapel. 

. • 

I WENT once to Prayers there. Mr. Villette read them diftindlly, 
and with propriety : the few prifoners who were prefent, feemed at- 
tentive : but we were diftiirbed by the noife in the yard. Mr. Villette 
told me “ that was always the cafe, even on Sundays.'* Surely they 
who will not go to Chapel, who are by far the greater number, 

Ihould not be futfered to hinder the edification of fuch as are better 
difpoled. 

The Chaplain (or Ordinary) befides his falary, has a Houfe in 
Newgate-ftreet, cleai- of Land-Tax; tw-' Freedoms yearly, which 
commonly lell for twenty-five pounds Cu.v li ; Lady Barnadifton’s 
Legacy, fix pounds .'j year ; an old l,egacy paid by the Governors 
of St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, ten pounds a year *. the City generally 
prefents Iiim once in fix months with another Freedom. He engages 
when chol'en to hold no other living. 

Debtors have every day from the Chamber of London fixteen 
Hone of beef: Fines eight. ftone: and fomc years Felons eight 
done. Debtors have feveral Legacies. I inquired for a lift of 
them, and Mr. Akerman told me The Table in M.aitland’s 
Survey, wliich he fliewed me, was authentic. ” The amount 
of it is ,^53 : 5 : 8 a year. He faid. there were alfo a few 
more. 


X 


TABLE 
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NEwcATr. TABLE OF FEES. 

London Js. \ Table Fees to be taken by the Gaoler or 
uCJL Keeper of Newgate within the /aid City of* London 
for any Prifoner or Prifoners committed or coming into Gaol or 
Chamber-Rent there or difcharge from thence in any civil action 
fettled and eftablilhed the nineteenth day of December in the third 
year of the reign of his Majefty King George the Second Annoque 

c 

Domini 1729 purfuant to an Aft of Parliament lately made intituled 
An Aft for the Relief of debtors with refpeft to the Imprifoninent 
of their Perfons. 


S. D. 

Every Prifoner on the mafter fide ftiall pay to the Keeper 
for his entrance-fee — — — 

Every Prifoner on the mafter fide (hall pay for chamber 
room ufe of bed bedding and ftieets to the Keeper there ^0:1: 3 

being two in a bed and no more each per week — ^ 

Every Prifoner on the faid mafter fide who at his own defire 
ihall have a bed to himfelf, ihall pay to the Keeper for ^ o : 2 : 6 

chamber room ufe of bed bedding and fheets per week ^ 

Every Debtor fhall pay to the Keeper for his difeharging fee o : 6 : 10 
And to all the Turnkeys two /hillings and ao more — 0:2:0 

No other Fee for the ufe of chamber bed bedding or /beets or upon the 
commitments or difcharge of any Prifoner on any civil adlion. 



^EOAy^BECHER 
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RAYMOND 

Rob'' Alsop 

R. EYRE 

In° Barnard 

THO" 

PENGELLY 


Mr. 
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Mr. Akerman fliewed me another Xable of Fees which was 
given him for his direftion when he commenced Keeper. It is as 
• follows: 


Fees to be taken by the Keeper of Newgate. 


For every Debtor’s difeharge — 

C- S. D. 

o : 8 : 10 

For every Felon’s difeharge — 

o 

OO 

o 

For every Mifdemcanour — 

o 

o 

Every Debtor’s entrance on the Mailer’s iide t 

o 

o 

Every Felon’s entrance on the Mailer’s fide 

o 

o 

Every Perfon admitted into the Prefs-yard 

3 : 3 : o 

For every Tranfport’s difeharge — 

o 

o 

For every Bailable Warrant — 

3:6:8 


X 2 HIS 
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HIS MAJESTY'S PRISON 
THE FLEET, for i/ebtors. 

f 

WARDEN, John Eyks, Efq. 

Deputy Warden and Clerk of the Papers, 

♦ 

Daniel Hopkins. 

Salary 

Fees, : 6 f 8 - - ^ on entrance, per account 

0:2:0 Turnkey, S from the Prifoners. 
Licence, for Beer* and Wine to John Cartwright, wJio 
holds of the Warden on leafe the Tap &c. 

(See Remarks.) 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, none. 

Garnifli, 0:2:0 

Number - - In the Houle. In the Rules. 

1774, April 26, 171 •• - 71 

—76, 2, 241 - - 78 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Homer. 

Duty ---Sunday twice j Wcdnefday Prayers. 

Salary 

SURGEON, Nbne. 


Remarks. TO ■d'is'Prifon were committed formerly thofe who incurred the 
difpleafure of the Star-Chamber. In the i6th of Charles I. when 
that Court was abolilhed, it became a Prifon for Debtors j and for 

perfons 
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perfons charged with contempts of the Courts of Chancery, Exche- 
quer, and Common Pleas. 

In 1728 many abufes praftifed by the 'VJarden were the fubjeft of 
parliamentary inquiry. 

Th£ Prifon was rebuilt a few years fmce. At the front is a narrow 
court-yard. At each end of the building, there is a linall projedtion, 
or wing. There are four floors, they call them GalUrieSy befides the 
cellar-floor, called Bartholomew-Fair. Each gallery confifts of a 
pafl'age in the middle, the whole length of the Prilbn, i. e. lixty-fix 
yards j and rooms on each fide of it about fourteen feet and a half 
by twelve and a half,, and nine and a half high. A chimney and 
window in every room. The paflages are narrow (not leven feet 
wide) and darkifli, having only a window at. each end. 

On the firft floor, the Hall-Gallery, to which you afeend eight 
fteps, are, a Chapel, a Tap-room, a Coffee-room (lately made our 
of two rooms for Debtors), a room for the Turnkey, another for the 
Watchman, and eighteen rooms for Prifoners. 

Besides the Coflee-room and Tap-room, two of thofe eighteen 
rooms, and all the cellar-floor, except a lock-up room to confine the 
diforderly, and another room for the Turnkey, are held by the Tap- 
fter, John Cartwright, who bought the remainder of the leafe at 
public audion in 1775. The cellar-floor is fixteen fteps be- 
low the hall-gallerj'. It confifts of the two rooms juft now- men- 
tioned, the Tapfter’s kitchen, his four large beer and wine cellars, 
and fifteen rooms for Prifoners. Thefe fifteen, and the two before- 

mentioned 
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mentioned on the hall-gaUery, the Tapfter kts to Prifohcrs for four 
to eight fhillings a week *. 

On the Jirfi Gallery (that next above the hall-gallcry} arc twenty- 
five rooms for Prifbners. On t\\€/econd Gallery twenty-fcvcn rooms. 
One of them, fronting the ftaircafe, is their Committee-room. A 
room at one end is an Infirmary. At the other end in a large room 
over the Chapel is a dirty Billiard-table j kept by the Prifoner who 
fleeps in that room. On the higheft ftory are twenty-fcven rooms. 
Some of thefe upper rooms, viz. thofe in the wings, are larger than 
the reft j being over the Chapel, the Tap-room, &c. 

All the rooms I have mentioned are for Mafter’s-fide Debtors. 
The weekly rent of thole not held by the Tapfter is one Ihilling and 
three-pence unfurnilhed. They fall to the Prifoners in fuccefiion, 
thus : when a room becomes vacant, the firft,Prifoner upon the lift 
of fuch as have paid their entrance-fees, takes pofleflion of it. 
When the Prifon was built, the Warden gave each Prifoner his 
choice of a room according to his feniority as Prifoner. If all the 

« 

rooms be occupied, a new comer muft hire of fome tenant a part of 
his room ; or Ihift as he can. Prifoners are excluded from all right 
of fucceflion to the rooms held by the Tapfter, and let at the high 
rents aforefaid. 

The apartments for Common-fide Debtors are only part of the 
right wing of the Prifon. Bcfides the cellar (which was intended 


An impolition of the fame kind is noted in the Report of the Gaol- 
Committee 1728. 


for 



L O N D O N^. 

for their kitchen, but is occupied with lumber, and Ihut up) there 
are four floors. On each floor is a room about twenty-four or 
•twenty-five feet fqusre, with a fire-place; and on the fides feven 
.clofets or cabins to fleep in. Such of thefe Prifoners as fwear in 
Court or before a Commiffioner thit they are not worth five pounds, 
and cannot fubfift without charity, have the donations which are fent 
to the Prifon, and the begging-box, and grate. Of them there 
were at my la(t vifit fixteen. 

I HAVE in the Report of the Committee of the Houfe of Commons 
1728 a Table of fome Charities : but I faw no fuch Table in the 
Prifon. 

There is plenty of water from the river and pumps: and a fpa- 
cious yard behind the Prifon. 

I MENTIONED the billiard-table. They alfo play in the yard at 
Ikittles, miflifippi, fives, tennis, &c. And not only the Prifoners : 
I faw among them fevcral butchers and others from the market ; 
who are admitted here as at another public houfe. The fame may be 
feen in many other Prifons where the Gaoler keeps or lets the tap. 
Befides the inconvenience of this to Prifoners ; the frequenting a 
Prifon leflens the dread of being confined in one. 

On Monday night there is a Wine-Club : on Thurfday night a 
Beer-Club : each hilling ufually till one or two in the morning. I 
need not fay how much riot thefe occafion j and how the fober Pri- 
foners arc annoyed by them. 


159 

FLEET. 


Seeing 



LONDON. 


i6o 

r LEET, 


Seeing the Prifon crowded with women and children, I pro- 
cured an accurate lift of them ; and found that on (or about) the 
6th of April 1776, when there were on the M<ifter’s fide 213 Pri-* 
loners, on the Common fide 30, Total 243 ; their wives (including 
women of an appellation not fo honourable) and children v/ere 475. 

I WAS furprized to lee in this Prifon a Table of Fees containing 
only thofe of the Clerks of the Papers and Inquiries : and that tlie 
date of it was 1727, i. e. before the Committee of the Houfe of 

t 

Commons made' their inquiry. I did not doubt but another Table 
was fettled after that inquiry? and that it contained the Warden’s 
Fees allb. But upon afking the Clerk of the Papers for a later 
Table, I was referred to that which hung up. It is as follows. 


A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the Clerk of the Papers 
and by the Clerk of the Inquiries of the Fleet Prifon purfuant 
to the Refolution of the Honourable X X of the Court of 
Common Pleas in the Eafter and Trinity Terms 13th 
GEORGE ill 1727. 


RESOLUTION 

S. D. . 

6th, That there is due ^nd ought to be paid to the Clerk 1 0*26 
of the Papers for every difeharge of every adion 5 
And for the copy of every caufe not exceeding three 0:1:0 
And for each and every caufe exceeding three*) q . ^ ^ 

caufes — ^ — 5 

Befides the ilh apiece for each of the faid firft*) 
three caufes 5 


7th. That 
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7th. That there is due and ought to be paid to the Clerk £. S. 

of the Papers for his Certificate of the Prifoner’s 

difeharge delivered to the Prifoner himfelf without ^0:2:6 

any regard to the number of caufes he flood charged 

with — - — — ' — . - 

And for his Certificate to the Warden of fuch*) 

C 0:2:6 

difeharge — — — 3 

8th. That there is due and ought to be paid to the Clerk 1 * 

of the Inquiries on the difeharge of a Prifoner by the r o ^ 2 : 6 

Creditor and not by Superfedeas — — 

■» 

14th. That there is a Fee of 5(h 4d due to the Clerk of the Papers for 
the allowance of every Writ of Hahtas Corpus and 4lh for the 
Return of the flrft caufe and zih fdr every other caufe and no 
more. 


THERE is in the Rrifon a Table of Rules or Orders. They 
were made at very diftant times, from the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
to the date they bear ; and fome of them partly coincide with others : 
thofe which do fo I have put together to avoid repetition, and have 
prefumed to abridge the whole. 

HILARY 3d GEORGE II. 1729. 

I. 2. 3. WARDEN or Deputy to appoint Turnkeys ^c. with 
Arms ; to flop perfons bringing Arms, and watch if an efcape be 
in agitation. 

4. Warden to diftribute charity-money. He, or his Agent, to 
keep one key of the box and the Prifoners another. 
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,5, 6 . 12. If a Mafter-fide Debtor fliall negleA for three months 
to pay his chamber-rent j the Warden may, not lock him up, 
but, remove him to the Common-fidej delivering to him his 

r 

goods by a witneffed inventory. After difcharge, if legal dues 
be ftill unpaid, he may be detained in the Common-ward : the 
door of which is never to be Ihut but at night (fummer at ten, 
winter ae nine) : and then a Watchman muft attend to open it 
for thole who muft go to the yard &c. 

7. Such as attenript to efcape, or greatly milbehave, may be Ihut 
up in a dole room or dungeon. 

N. B. It was reported to the four Judges whofe names are here 
fubferibed, and who made inquiry concerning it, to be “ boarded 
wholejorne and dry'* 

8. 18. Warden to repair the whole Houfe, Chapel, Drains &c. 
and keep all clean. To take care that Divine Service be duly 
performed, and the Sacraments adminiftred. ^ Prifoners to attend. 

9. Against clandeftine Fleet-marriages. 

10. Those who blafpheme, curfe, fwear, or are diforderly, to be 

« 

fet in the ftocks. 

11. 13. Warden or Deputy to dilpofe of the chambers, and tap: 
and lee that good order be oblerved in the public rooms &c. 

14. Warden to take elFeftual care that no Prifoner be carried to a 
Spunging-houfe j and that no garnish be demanded from a 

• new comer, 

15. Warden to caufe a ^able of Gifts and Bequefts, written in a fair 
and legible hand, to be hung up in the Hall. And to fee that 
no Prifoner be defrauded of his lhare. None of the fervants to 
partake or diftribute. 


1^. 
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Every Prifoner not worth five pounds See, (As before in 
Remarks.) 

17. Two rooms to be an Infirmary for Common-fide Debtors. No 
Prifoner obliged to fleep with one that, is difeafed. 

19. Coroner’s Inqueft upon the dead: and corps to be delivered 
to the friends, free of coft. 

20. Warden not to remove a Prifoner xo the King’s Bench by 
Habeas Corpus. 

21. 22, 23, 24, 25, 26. Warden to keep books, and regifter 
commitments, courts from whence,* declarations, difeharges, 
writs of Habeas Corpus. TipftafF and Judge’s Clerk to keep each 
a feparate book of Prifoners delivered up at a Judge’s Chamber. 

27. All thofc books, except the Tipftaff’s, to be kept in the Pub- 
lic Office of the Clerk of the Papers; acceffibje to all perfons for 
copying &c. 

28. No Clerk, Officer, or Servant of any Judge to take a Fee 
on occafion of a petition or complaint, founded upon the fore- 
going Orders, or any mifgovernment. 

29. That the Warden and his Officers do treat the feveral Prifoners 
in his cuftody with all tendernefs and humanity : and that fuch 
Prifoners do behave themfelves toward the Warden with that 
fubmiffion and regard which the law requires* 


R. EYRE 
ROB^ PRICE 


ALEX. DENTON 
J. FORTES CUE A 


Y 2 
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THERE is, moreover, a little Code of Laws, eighteen in Hum- 
ber, enaftcd by the Mafter's-fide Debtors, and printed by D. Jones 
1774. It eftablilhes a Prefident, a Secretary, and a Committee, 
'which is to be chofen cv^ry month, and to confift of three mem- 
bers from each Gallery* Thefe are to meet in the Committee- 
room every Thurfday : and at other times when fummoned by the 
Ciy’er, at command of the Prefident, or of a majority of their own 
number. They are to raile contributions by aflefiincnt : to hear 
complaints : determine difputes : levy fines > and feize goods for 
payment. Their Senfe to *bc deemed the feiife of the whole Houfe. 
The Prefident or Secretary to hold the cafh i the Committee to dif- 
pofe of it. Their Scavenger to wafh the galleries once a week j to 
water and fweep them every morning before eight ; to fwcep the yard 
twice every week j and to light the lamps all over the Houfe. No 
perfon to throw out water &c. any where but at the finks in the yard. 
The Cryer may take of a Stranger a penny for calling a Prifoner to 
him ; and of a Complainant two-pence for fummoning a Special 
Committee. For blafphcmy, fwearing, riot, drunkennefs, &c. the 
Committee to fine at difcretion ; for damaging a lamp, fine a Ihil- 
ling. They are to take from a New Comer, on the firft Sunday^ 
bcfides the two Ihillings garnish to be Ipent in wine, one Ihilling 
and fix-pence’ to be appropriated to the ufe of the Houfe. 

Common-side Prifoners to be confined to their own apartments^ 
and not to allbciate with thefe law-makers, nor to ufe the fame 
conveniences. 


NEW 
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N.EW LUDG ATE, 

I 

IN BISHOPGATE-STREEt, 


T his Prifon for Debtors who are frc^ of the City, for Clergy- Remark: 

men, Proftors and Attorneys, was formerly a Bridewell to 
the London Work-houfe adjoining. 

On the ground-floor are, a long-room, a tap-room, and a kitchen. 

In each of them is a ftaircafci leading firft to eleven rooms for 
Mafter-fide Debtors — viz. over the long-room, a fizeable chamber, 
and a room on each, of the two floors above : over the tap-room, 
four fmall rooms, which have iron bars at the windows, and a larger 
room* above them ; over the kitchen, a fizeable chamber, and two 
rooms above. The Common-fide Debtors are in two large "garrets, 
the Forefi and Dock. 

The Prifon is out of repair. No regard has been paid to the Ad, 
which enjoins white-walhing &c. A fmall Court-yard, witli a 
CifVern for river-w.ater. No Infirmary', The Chapel is common to 
tlie Prifon and W ork-houfe. 

The City allowance is ten ftone of beef a week: to which has 
been added fince the 9th of February 1776, a penny loaf a day for 
each Prifoner. The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs fend annually coals : 

and 



i66 


LONDON 


NEW 

tUDCATJE. 


and MelT''*’ Calvert and Co. fend from the Peacock-brewhoufe weekly 
a generous donation of two barrels of fmall beer. Keeper’s falary, 
£’] 0 ; Fees, fee Table. He lives diftant j but the Deputy is con- • 
/hnt^and careful in his attendance, and relpeded by the Prifbncrs. , 


* 774 , 

April 27, 

Prifoners 29 

*776, 

March 7, 

- 3 * 

— 

May 15, 

- - 29 

— 

Dec. a6. 

- 13 


A TABLE OF FEES 
To be taken by the Keeper of his Majefty’s Prifon of Ludcate. 

S, B. 

1 : o 

> : 3 


o : I -’ 


2 : 6 


o : 3 


Every Slifoner fliall pay at his or her coming in — 

Every Ecifoner ihall pay for chamber room, bed bedding - 
and fheets, in the bed: fide called the Mafier-fide, being ! 

• two in a bed, each per week — ^ ^ 

Every Prifoncr on the fecond lodging called the Common- 
fide, fhall pay for ufe of chamber-rent, bed, bedding, > 
and iheeta, two in a bed and no more, each per night 3 

Every Prifoncr who at his own defire fhall have a bed to -x 
himfelf in any of the belt rooms called the Mafler-fidc > 
fhall pay for bed bedding and fheets per week — 3 

Every Prifoncr who at his own defire has a bed to himfelf*^ 
in the fecond lodging or Common- fide, fhall pay for r 


c- 

o : 

o : 


chamber room, bed, bedding, and fheets per night 


3 


Every 
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Every Prifoncr in the mcaneft ward, who at his own defire*) 
hath a bed to himfel( ftiall pay for the ufc of bedding f 
See, per night — ~ — J 

Every Prifoner in the meancil ward, two in a feed and non 
more, for the ufc of bed bcdding*&c. per night — j 

If the Prifoners find their own bedding (which the Keeper") 
/hall in no wife hinder) then they fliall pay for chamber- > 
room if more beds than one in a room, each per week ^ 

If the Prifoner hath a room to himfelf, and provide himfelf 
with bed and bedding, which the Keeper is in no fort 
to liindcr him of, then he lhall pay for chamber-room 
per week — — — 

The Prifoners inability to find a couch and to pay per week 


C S. D. 


O : o 


The forementioned were figned Feby 43. 1729 by 


Aldermen 

B-E CHER 

I 

Alsop 

Barnard 


RAYMOND 

EYRE 

PENGELLY 


To the Keepers'^ 
for Hatch-Fee C o 
at difeharge j 

To the Turnkey") ^ 
for ditto - 5 


The date flicws that thefe Fees were adapted to the old Prifon, 
and its fundry wards. 


ORDERED 

WHOSOEVER on the Sabbath-day (hall be abfent from Chapel 
cither at morning or evening fcrvicc which ever may happen, 

unkfs 
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unlefs Hcknefs, lamenefs or fbnie other realbnable excu/e be 
made appear fuiBciently fatisfaftory, flialJ pay a fine of Feur- 
fence into the hands of the Steward for the time being, for • 
, every fuch omiflion*: and in failure thereof not to be admitted, 
to any fhare of the allowance or tranfient benelaftions, which 
the following week may produce. 

Signed 

James Esoale. 


N. B. Whoever is not in Chapel 
before the fecond Leflbn is 
ended, is forfeited as above. 


A LIST OF BENEFACTORS 
To the PRISON of LUDGATE. 




S. D. 

• 

c- 

D 

QIR Thomas Grefham 

10 : 

0:0 

Brought over - - 

18 ; 

3 : 4 

^ Sir Roger Martin - 

2 : 

0 : 0 

Lady Mary North in bread 

3 : 

0 : 0 

Sir John Peachy 

0 : 

5 • 0 

Mr. William Roaper 

I : 

0 : 0 

Sir Thomas Kneerworth 

I : 

D : 0 

Mr. Thomas Dawfon 

0 ! 

9 : 0 

Mr. James Smith - 

0 : 

3 •• 4 

Mrs. Cooke, Widow of* 

? 0 : 

c ; 0 

Mr. John Draper - 

0 : 

U : 4 

David Cooke 

S 

J 

Sir William tiorne 

0 : 

5 5 0 

Mrs. Margaret Dane, 

) 


Mr. Robeft Ferebrace - 

0 : 

6 : 8 

]8 flone of beef and 

f ' 

0 : 0 

Lady £Iiz. Maurice 

1 : 

0 ; 0 

fome bread value 

) 


Sir William Peacock or! 

1 : 

10 : 0 

Mr, John Heydon Aldn 

3 : 

0 • 0 

Seacock - - - ^ 



Lady Mary Ramfcy 

*2 : 

10 ; 0 

Mr. Thomas Cottle a"^ 



Mr. Peter Blundell 

4 • 

0 : 0 

hind quarter of beef, j 

f ' 

0 : 0 

Mr. John Bennet 

1 : 

0 : 0 

and a peck of oatmeal | 


Mrs. HolIigravCj Widow 

0 : 

5 • 0 

value - . - 

) 


Mr, Robert Rogers 

1 : 

0 : C 

Carried ovtr - >^18: 

3 ’ 4 

Cdrrttd over 


12 : 4 


Brought 
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Brought over 

35 ‘*2:4 

Brought over 

44 : 

LUDGATE. 

Mr. H..gh OiHey - 

<J : 5:0 

Lady Mary Carew - 

2 : 

0 : 0 

Mrs. Joan Sanbeck 

1 : 0:0 

Mr. John Jackfon . 

I : 

0 ; c» 

Mr. John Symmonds 

0 : 4:0 

Sir Ralph Freeman 

5 

0 : 0 

Mr. John Mann 

0 : 5:0 

Dr. Lancelot Andrews 

S : 

0 : 0 

Mr. John Wooler 

t : 0:0 

Sir Thomas Cullum 

• 3 : 

0 : 0 

Mr. William Parker 

I : ^0 : 0 

George Humble, Efq. 

14 ; 

0 : 0 

Mr. Thomas Chapman 

0 ; 6:0 

Mr. Merry dith 

1 : 

2 : c 

Mr. R‘ har-^ Jacob 

z : 0:0 

Mr. John Corbett 

2 : 

10 : 0 

Mr lames Hodgfon 

0 : 10 : 0 

Lady Rich 

■ 30 : 

c : 0 

Mr. juhi- Kcndric^*: 

1 : 10 : 0 

John Holby, Efq. 

• 22 : 

0 : 0 

CarncJ jfr 

A+ : 2:4 

. Total . 

C\ 2 i) : 

14 : 4 


Mrs. 2\^ar^-rct Symcott every eighth week five fhillings worth of 
penny Haves, i. c. annually . . • . 

Z Aii .s called Eleanor Gwynn’s Bread* 

Mr 1 i jitias Strerc nicy every third year £i. and ^^4 to difeharge 
t •/• il'^ners every 5th year 

IV-is. K’’/. MilTon the yearly produce of /zoo 3 per cent. 
\nnuitys ^for r.ieat bread and coals - . - 


I 

} 

] 


Cl-, c;* ] nficn yearly . . . ^ 

Wordi.plui’ Cv>inpy of Mercers the yearly intereft of ^45 : 4 : i 
old S. S. annuities, about . . 


I : 12 : 6 


6 : 0:0 

3 : 2:6 

I : 7:0 


Total - /141 ; 16 : 4 


Thl Sums are called in my Copy, Tearly (^c. Gifts of the 
re ipeclive Donors. I underftand it to mean Bequefts for ever. 


z 
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POULTRY CO.MPTER. 

KEEPER, Cbrifiopber*iiayeSf who purchafed of the City for life* 

and h'as fometimes let it. 

Salary, none. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, Debtors, - : 15 : 8 

Felons, - o : 13 : 4 

Tranfports, taken from the Old Bailey by Mr. Akcrman. 
Licence, for Beer and Wine. Tap let. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, a penny loaf a day. ( See Remarks.) 
Felons, a penny loaf a day. 

Gamifli, Debtors, : 4 : 8. It is called Ward-dues 

Felons, 0:1:6 Candles &c. 

« 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, April 26, 77 - - 10 , 

1776, March 12, 72 - - 6 

May 15, 90 - - II 

Dec. 3, 53 - - o 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Dr. rrujler. 

Duty — Every other Sunday evening. (See Remarks.) 
Salary, ^^30. 

SURGEON, None. 

Remarks. FOR Mafter’s-fide Debtors there are about fifteen rooms between 
the inner and outer gates. For Common-fide Debtors, fix wards 
within the inner gate, two of them on the ground-floor, viz. the 

King’s 
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King's Wardy in which were twenty-four Debtors ; and the Prince's poultry 

IVardy nine Debtors. In each of thele wards, fome Prifonexs (for compter. 

want of more room) flee^ on a broad fhclf or cabin over thole on 

the lower beds. Above thofe wards ar^ the Middle fP'ard, in it’ 

were twenty Debtors; and the Wmen's JVardy two Debtors. Above 

them are the Upper IVard, eleven Debtors; and the Jews Ward*, 

four Jew Debtors. Near the middle ward, on the fan^e floor, is a 

clofe darkilh room for the fick. In each ward, a fire-place. The 

rooms are out of repair : and no regard has been paid to the late A6l 

for white- walking &c. but the Debtors keep the floors very clean. 

The yard is fmall, but that alfo is clean: the water contlantly 
running. • 

The Tap-room is in the Court-yard. Adjoining to it is the 
Felons Day-room, the Bell. Their Night-rooms, one for men, an- 
other for women, are up flairs. But the women’s room was once 
occupied for a work-lhop by a Prifoner, a cooper j and the women 
flept in the Bell below. No flraw or bedding. 

On one fide of the Court-yard is a Chapel ; with a narrow gallery 
all round for Mafler’s-fide Debtors. A man who is not in orders 
preaches on Sunday mornings ; and gives tlie Prifoners books, or a 
little money : they fpoke of him refpedtfully. The Chapel, and in- 
deed the whole of this Prifon, is quite out of repair. 

At the roof of the Prifon, all round, arc fpacious leads, on which 
the Mafler’s-fide Debtors are fometimes allowed to walk : but then 
the Ke’eper is with them : for the leads communicate with the ad- 

* It were to be wilhed that in other Prilbns, thofe people had the generous and 
juft indulgence of being kept feparate. 

Z a joining 
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joining houfes, one of which affords a ready efcapc from fo clofc a 
Prilbn in cale of fire. 

Besides the penny loaf a day, which is from the Chamber of 

* 

London, there arc fome Legacies : and the Prifoners (the Debtors) • 
have alfo from the Peacock-brew^oufe (Meff'*’ Calvert’s and Co.) 
a kind donation of two barrels of fmall beer a week. 

r 

In this Prifon eight men had with them their wives and nineteen 
children. The other Prifoners, I learned, had forty-four wives and 
one hundred and forty-four*childrcn, not in the Gaol. 

The Claufes of the Aft againft Spirituous Liquors are not hungup. 

# 

The Keeper pays the City jfjo a year, rent, which is refunded to 
him for the Fees of the pooreft Prifoners. 


POULTRY COMPTER viz. 

A TABLE of FEES taken by the Warden, Gaoler, or Keeper of 
the Poultry Compter within the City of London for any Prifoner 
or Prifoners Commitment or coming into Gao), or Chamber-Rent 
there, or Difcharge from thence, in any civil action fettled and 
cftablifhed the 15th January, in the jd year of the reign of King 
George IL and in the year of our Lord 1729 purfuant to an Aft 
of Parliament lately made, entitled “ An Aft for the Relief of 
Debtors with refpeft to the Imprifonment of their Perfons.” 


Every Prifoner who at his own defire (hall go into the bed 
ward on the Mafler-fide /hall pay to the Keeper for his 

Entrance Fee — — 

To tbe Turnkeys for fach entrance — 

Every Prifoner in the bed ward on the Mafter-fide to pay 
to the Keeper for his Difchargiag Fee — 


s 


/:• • />• 
0:3: o 

0:1: o 
o : 6 : 10 


To 



•73 


L O N D O N. 


To the Turnkeys upon fuch difeharge — 

Every fuch Prifoncr in the beft ward on the Mafter-fide,^ 
who at his own defire (hall have a bed to himfelf to pay( 
for chamber-room ufc of bed bedding anrf fliects, to( 
pay to the Keeper per week 

If two ill a bed, and no more — for chamber room, ufc of" 
bed bedding and Iheets to pay to the Keeper each per { 
week — _ — . - 

In the fecond ward on the Mafter-fidc to the Keeper for 
their entrance fee to pay — — 

To the Keeper on their difeharge — — 

To the Turnkeys on fuch difeharge — 

Every fuch Prifoner at his own delire (hall have a bed to him- 
or hcrfclf to pay for chamber, ufc of bed bedding and | 
Iheets to the Keeper per week — . — 

If two in a bed and no more to pay for chamber room ufe ' 
of bed bedding and Iheets, each per week — • 

In the third ward commonly called the fiftcenpenny ward 
entrance nothing, when difeharged to the Keeper 
To the Turnkeys on fuch difeharge — - 

Every fuch Prifoncr (hall have at his own defire a bed to 
him, or hcrfclf to pay to the Keeper for chamber room 
for the ufe of bed bedding and Iheets, per week 
If two in a bed and no more, to pay for chamber room ufc 
of bed bedding and Iheets, each per week — 

In the fourth or common ward, for entrance and lodging 
nothing 

When difeharged to the Keeper — — 

To the Turnkey on fuch difeharge — ~ 


c 

o : 


1 - 


o 

o 


S. 

i 


3 

6 


o 

o 


D. 

o 


10 

o 


o ; o 


0 

o 
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WOOD-STREET Q 0 M P T E R. 

KF.EPER, John Kerly. 

Salary, none. ( See Remarks.) 

Fees, Debtors, - : 15 : 8 

Felons, > o : ii : 6 

Tranfports, taken from the Old Bailey by Mr. Akerman. 
Licence,, for Beer and Wine. Tap let. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 7 ^ pen^y loaf a day. {See Remarks.) 
Felons, J 

Garnilh, £0:1:2 


Number of 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

1774. 

March i. 

91 •• 

- 3 

1776, 

12, 

71 - 

‘ 36 


May 10, 

69 - 

- 3 

» 777 > 

Jan. 10, 

8s - 

■ 25 


CHAPLAIN, Kev.Mr. Naijh. 

’ Duty — Sunday (conftant). 

Salary, £30, 

SURGEON, None. (See Remarks.) 

THIS Prifon, built, as appears by infcription on the front, in 
1670, has only a fmall Court-yard or Paflage for all Prifoners. 
Many apartments: yet but two rooms for Common-fidc Debtors: 
tliat for the men, which is their day-room, night-room, and kitchen, 
witli a copper &c. is dark and dirty j about thirty-five feet by 

. eighteen, 
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eighteen, and fixteen feet high} far too fmall for the number of 
Prifoners ; many of whom deep in twenty-three beds which are on 

3 

three (lories of galleries, or broad (helves. At one of my vifits there 
were in this room thirty-nine Debtors; feven of them had their 
wives and children. The room fwirms with bugs, Tho day and 
night-room for Women Debtors is more lightfome ; in it were only 
two Prifoners. Beyond it is a room ruinous, and fit for no ufe. 

For Men Felons there are two rooms : and two for Women : one 
of thefe is a dark cell. No bedding or ftraw. Thofe who choofe a 
bed pay a drilling a night: or elfe ten (hillings and fix-pence 
floorage, and three diillings and fix -pence a, week. 

Ncar thofe four rooms are tw'enty-three rooms for Mafter’s-fide 
Debtors. 

In the Court-yard is the Clwpel: and under it the Tap-room, 
down fixteen fteps. 

Ali. the rooms aforefaid are within the inner gate ; beuvecn which 
and the outer gjite (i. e. in the Keeper’s houfe) are more rooms for 
Mader’s-fide Debtors, 

The Prifbn is greatly out of rep.alr: the main wall on one (ide. 
diorcd and propped. No Infirmary. 

The Keeper pays to the Chamber of London a year rent, 
which is repaid him for Fees of the pooreft Prifoners. He alfo pays 
Window- tax ,^5 : 1 : o. 

I LEARNED from him that in the beginning of the year 1773 his 
Prifoners were fickly, and eleven died. Since that time the Go- 
vernors of the General Difpenlary have (hewn a kind attention to 
thefe poor people ; and ordered their Phyfician, Dr. Lettjov;, to 

vifit 
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vifit them. He is efteemed by the Prifoners : and at my laft vifits, 
all were well. 

« 

The allowance of a penny loaf is from the Chamber of London. 
Debtors (Ibme of whom are from the Court of Confeience) Jiavd 
from the’ Peacock-brcwhoule (MelT”- Calvert and Co.) a donation 
of two barrels of Imall beer a week : and from the Sheriffs thirty-two 
pounds of beef on Saturday, ^r. Taylor, formerly a baker, has for 
fome years fent them weekly a large leg and fhin of beef. 

There are many Legacies for Common-fide Debtors, who receive 
them quarterly. The annual amount is ^^59 : a : ii. 

Some years fince, there came once a fortnight to Common-fide 
Debtors in this Prifon, nine Hone of beef, and fourteen quartern 
loaves: and the like relief to other Prifons alfo. The Charitable 
Hand was concealed i till, the. Donation failing on the death of the 
amiable Princefs Caroline ; it was fuppofed that her Highnefs had 
been the generous Benefaftrefs. And upon reprefenting to the Lady 
who had been Almoner to the Princefs, the dillrefs of the Prilbners, 
llie obtained from the King a Renewal of the Charity j which was 
continued during his Majefty’s life. 


A TABLE of the FEES to be paid by the Prifoners in 
Wood-street Compter. 


For every Debtor that hath a room on the Mafter-lide, 
for his or her entrance or flooragc 
For his or her rent per week provided the Keeper find 
bed, bedding and fheets - - . , 


o ; 


o : 


S ! 


D. 


o 


If 
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If two ill one room^ to pay weekly each of them - - 
If Debtor or Debtors profidc their own bed bedding, See, - 
to pay for one or two in one room, weekly for the j 


S. D. 


STRLF/r 

COMPTFR. 


^ ui I Each Debtor on his or her difeharge 


8 : o 


X *^0 r If on the MaRer-Side 


For every Debtor in the ward called the fifteen penny 
wartl — if the Keeper provide bed bedding and one > 
fticct — weekly - - - - ^ ^ 

For every Debtor on the Kccpcr*b-Sidc, on his or her en- 
trance there, to pay - . . - - - 

For each room — to pay weekly 

All Perfons in any of the Charity Wards to pay no entr.;ncc, 
or rent - - - 

For every Prifoner committed for felony, mifdemeanour or “ 
afTault on his or her difeharge, (except by proclama- ( 
tion at a Gaol delivery, then nothing) 

For the copy ot commitment - - . - 


BRIDE- 
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BRIDEWELL 

C 

. 

IN BLACK-FRYARS. 


T his building was formerly a Palace, near St. Bridget’s 
(St. Bride’s) Well ; from whence it had the name ; which, 
after it became a Prifbn^ was applied to other Prifons of the fame 
fort *. It was given to the City by King Edward VI. in 155 2. 

That part of Bridewell which relates to my fubje(fl has wards for 
men and women quite feparate. — The men’s ward on the ground- 
floor is a day-room in which they beat hemp ; and, down a ftep, 
their night-room. One of the upper chambers is fitting up for an 
Infirmary. — The women’s ward is a day-room on the ground-floor, 
in which they beat hemp ; and a night-room over ;t. I was told 
tliat the chamber above this is to be fitted up for an Infirmary. The 
fick have, hitherto, been commonly fent to St. Bartholomew’s 
Hofpital: All the Prifoners are kept within doors. 

The women’s rooms are large, and have oppofite windows, for 
frefh air. Their ward, as well as the men’s, has plenty of water: 
and there is a Hand- Ventilator on the outfide, with a tube to e.ach 
room of the women’s ward. This is of great fervice, when the rooms 
are crowded with Prifoners, and the weather is warm. 

The Prifoners are employed by a Hemp-dreffer, who has the 


• JohnCon’s Diftiottary. 


profit 
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profit of their labour, an apartment in the Prifon, and a falary of 
£i 4 t. I generally found them at work: they are provided for, fo as 
to be able to perform it. The hours of work are in winter from 
.eight to fourj in fummer from fix to fix, deducing meal-times. 
The Steward is allowed eight-pcTice a day for the maintenance of 
each Prifoner ; and contrails to fupply them as follows — On Sunday, 
Monday, Tuefday and Thurfday, a penny loaf, ten ouncas of drefled 
beef without bone, broth, and three pints of ten lliilling beer : on 
Wednefday, Friday, and Saturday, a penny loaf, four ounces of 
cheefe or fome butter, a pint of milk-pottage, and three pints of ten 
firilling beer. 

The Porter or Keeper is John Brown. Salary /8oj no Fees. 
To the women’s ward there is a Matron, Sarah Lyon, Salary £60. 
She takes care of the fick, both men and women ; and is allowed a 
fliilling a day for thofe that are put on the fick diet. 

Ix Bridewell is a* Public Chapel: the Prifoners go thither on 
Sunday morning (except fuch as are, in a manner, deftitute of ap- 
parel) ; the men and women feparated from each other, and from 
the relV of the congregation. 

On the walls of the Hall and Court-room are hung up many 

Tables of ver)' confiderable Gifts and Legacies to this Hofpital, in 

common with others ; fufficient, one would think, to have mad * 
this Prifon more commodious, by providing leveral work-rooms, 
and lodging-rooms, for keeping the Prifoners more feparate. 

In winter they have fome firing. The night-rooms are fupplied 
with draw. No other Prifon in London has any ftraw or other 
bedding. 


BR IDE- 
WEEL. 


A a ? 


TO 
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TO this Prifon were committed, 

WELL. 

In the year •- 1^772, - Prilbners 1709. 

1773. ' - - - 777 

1774, - - - 80S 

‘ 1775, - - ' 

i found there in i776» March 13, Prifoners - 20 

May I, - - 7 

Dec. 3, - - 24 

At my laft vifit the Infirmaric*s were finillied. 


THE Bridewell Boys arc upon a quite different Foundation, 
and foreign to my fubjeft. 


NEW 
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NEW PRISON CLERKENWELL. 

GAOLER, James Elmore. 

Salary, /30. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, - £0:^:0 

Tranfportfi, the Expc’nce. 

Licence, tor Beer and Wine. The Tap let. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, a penny loaf a day. , 

Garnifli, - £0:1:4. 


Number of 


Felons &c. 

t 774 > 

April 22, 

- 87 


March 5, 

37 

i 

May 10, 

- 83 


Nov. 13, 

- 58 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Richards. 

Duty — Sunday twice j Tuefday and Thurfday Prayers. 
Salary, /50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Cibbes. 

Salary, £hOy for this Prifon and the Bridewell. 

THIS PRISON, built in 1775, is much more commodious than 
the former of the fame name. Over the gate-way are two roontb, 
called Nighi-Charges, for Prilbners brought in the night, to be 

examined by a Mugiftratc next day. In one of them are Keeper s 

beds. 
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\. \v PRISON’ beJs, From that outer gate you pal's on to the gate of the Men’s 
c/.ERKiiN- on the right hand, and of the Women’s to the left. To 

i\ELt, .0 ^ 

each you defeepd leven fteps. In the Men’s Court is a large open ' 
' Fietl, which is their day-room. The roof too low for the depth : it . 
has a chimney. Their night- waid, into which tliey arc not per- 
mitted to go in the day-time, that the air in it may be cool and 
frcfli, is a houfe on the other fide of the yard, divided into two 
parts. Each part has a room on the ground-floor, a chamber, and 
an upper room. In one part each of thefe rooms is thirty feet by 
thirty-one : in the other' part, thirty by twenty : near ten feet 
high i well planked all over ; no cliimneys. For the purpofe of 
tranfmitting air, every room has in front, to the yard, two windows ; 
and backwards three, with iron bars, and fhutters ; but, very pro- 
perly, no glals. Barrack-beds in eveiy room ; but in each of the 
two chambers and in one of the lower rooms are other beds for thofe 
w'ho pay three fhillings and fix-pence a week : when thefe beds are 
occupied, no Prifoners fleep on the barrack-beds in thole rooms. 
In this Court is a lock-up room for the unruly. All the flairs arc 

Hone. 

On one fide of the Women’s Court is their day-room ; with a 
fire-place. Their night-rooms are — one on the ground- floor ranging 
with the day-room, and called the Low Ward i twenty-one feet by 
feventeen, and ten feet high — a chamber over it of the fame fize — 
anti a palTage or galleljt over the day-room : on the back of it arc 
five cabins or cupboards, each ten feet by five feet eight inches, 
with a barrack-bed for two prifoners. Thefe clofets will be very 
unwholefome ; having no air but from grates over the doors into the 
gallery. The two larger night-rooms have windows only in front. 

Iron 
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Iron bars and Ihutters : no glafs. The windows of both the Men’s 
and Women’s Ward are (as they fhould be) too high for them to 
look out. 

. The ground-floors, and the Men’s Court-yard, are paved. .The 
Women’s, they told me, is to be p*aved alfo. 

There is a Pump in each Court; and the New-River water is 
laid in : but not direftly from the Main^ and conftantly o«, as it is 
at the neighbouring Prilbn. 

A CHAPEL, almoft finiflied ; which is to be common to this Prifbn 
and the Bridetoell, Men of the two different prifons to be on oppolite 
fides below ; and women in oppofite galleries. There is a room 
above it which lowers the ceiling. This circumftance, and the chapel 
not being large, will endanger its being offenfive. 

The Tap- Room is near the outer gate. Prifoners do not come in- 
to it ; but take their Jiquor at a wicket made for that purpofc in the 
wall, that feparates it from them. No infirmary : no bedding or 
ftraw. 

A MATRON has lalary out of the Gaoler’s 30. In July 1775 
the Juftices thought fit to raife his fees from 5 s. 6d. to 7 s. 

A GENEROUS Benefador (a falcfman in Sinithfield) often knds the 
Prifoners beef and bread. They have occafionally other fmall tlona- 
tions. 

In the gate-way is a board on which is paintUb as follows. 


NEW PRISON 
CLERKEV- 
WEI.L. 


MIDDLE 
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NEW ['RI.SOV 

CF.i; R Ki,.v- 

iVill. 


MIDDLESEX. 

« 

A T A B L E. O F FEES 


Taken by the Keeper of New-Prison Clerkenwell. 


For keepiDg and difchargtog every perfon committed by 7 
warrant of commitmefit — — 5 

For turning the key at every fuchperfon^s difchargc •— 
For going with any perfon before a juftice — - 

For a copy of commitment — — — 

Prifoners brought in by conftablcsbf the night, and carried-^ 
before Jufticcs of the Peace and difeharged, to pa^y two > 
ihiilings for his or her difeharge — — J 


£. S. D. 

o ; 6 : o 

0:1:0 

0:1:0 

0:1:4 

0:2:0 


No fpirituous liquors allowed to be brought in here. • 


CLERKEN- 
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CLERKENWELL BRIDEWELL. 

KEEPER, Ed'-jjard Hall. 

Salarv’, none. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, - - /o : 7 : o 

Tninfports, taken from Court by Mr. Akerman. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. Tap let. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, a penny loaf a day. • 

Garnirti, - j^o : i : 4 


Number of - 

- Prifoners. 

1774, April 22, 

- 87 

1776, March 8, 

93 

May 10, 

- 1*3 

Nov. 13, 

136 

*1777, Jan. 10, 

108 (See Remarks.) 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Richards. 


Duty — Tliurfday. 


Salary 

SURGEON, Mr. Gibbes. 

Salary, ( See New PriJ'on.) 

• 

OVER the G.ate, two new rooms for Night-Charges, as at the Remarks. 
New Prilbn. In the Prifon men and women have feparatc Court- 
yards and Wards. The men have in their Court-yard three fiieds for 

B b day- 
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ci.EiiKHv- day-rooms: one fix feet by fixteen, the other two fix by ten each i 
^vl.LL feet high. Their night- rooms oppolite on the ground- 

I L) L \^> £. L L • ^ 4 

floor, one for Fines, and one for other Offenders, are about twenty • 
'feet by fourteen each ; with barrack-beds. One of them was fo ^ 
crowtfed, that fome Prifoners flept'in hammocks hung to the ceiling. 
Over thefe night-rooms are chambers with beds for thole who pay 
three fhillings and fix-pence a week. In another part of the yard is 
a Hemp-lhop or Work-fhop: through it you pafs to fix little 
Work-fhops for faulty Apprentices ; feven feet by three and a half 
each : fronting thefe are their fix night-rooms, radter larger than the 
(hops ; all on the ground-floor, 

C 

In the Women’s Court are three flieds or day-rooms j fame fize as 
thofe of the men j with a hemp-fliop or work-lhop. Over this, and 
the men’s work-fhop, is a long gallery or paflTage j on the back of 
which are twelve dark unwholfOme night-rooms for women; nine 
feet by feven each, and ten and a half high in fome of them arc 
beds for thofe who pay. 

The Prifon is much out of repair. It has not been fo much as 
w'hite-wafhed for years: but in November 1776 the rooms were 
clean, and but one perfon fick; a woman who lay on the floor. No 
(traw. No Infirmary. I faw but few at work : fometimes none at 
all. A Matron has ,^5 a year. 

The Keeper pays Window-tax; and £2 a year for New-River 
v.ater; which is direftly from the Mat/i, and always o/t. Bclides 
this they have good water at a pump in each court-yard. 

The Keeper had a Salary of £$o; but in July 1775 the Juftices 
took off the Salary, and augmented the Fees from five (hillings and 

fix- 



fix-pence to feven fhillings. At the fame time, in lieu of Fees from 
Acquitted Prifoners, which were cancelled by the late Aft, they 
paid the Keeper at the rate of ,^20 ayc^r from the time when that 
• Aft took place. 

To this Bridewell, among t^riminals, are committed Debtors 
from the Court of Confcience : they are difcharged after forty days. 
Of thefe, at my lart; vifit, there were three. 

Of the one hundred and eight in January laft, above thirty were 
Fines, that is. Criminals committed for a term of years, to five or 
fix. Some of thefe, and of the others, were fick. They complained 
to me of fore feet, which the Turnkey faid were quite black. The 
fick were for the moft part women of the pooreft fort ; not able to 
pay for beds. There were, in the whole, near as many women- 
prifoners as men. 

Of late they have made the men and women change wards and 
courts ; thofe in which the women were before being thought 
ftrongeft. 


Middkjex. \ T the General Quarter Seflions of the Peace 

holden in and for the County of Middlcfex at 

Hicks’s Hall — (by Adjournment) 13th of July 15th year — 

of GEORGE III. &c. 


CLERKEN- 

WELL 

BRIDEWELL. 
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A TABLE 
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CLERKEX- » 
WELL 

BRIDEWELL 


A TABLE of FEES to be taken at the Houfc of Corrcdioii 

i 

t 

at Clerhen^well. 


For keeping and difcharging every Prifoner committed by ^ 

Warrant, and turning the key at every fuch Prifoner’sr o i 7 : o • 
difeharge — * — — 

For a Copy of every Commitment — — 0:1:4 

For going with any PHfonef before a JulUce — 0:1:0 

Pri/bners brought in by Conftables of the Night :ind carried 7 ^ | ^ 

before a Juftice — — — ^ 


By the Court, 

B u T L i: R , 


WHIT 
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WHITE CHAPEL PRISON, 

FOR DEBTORS. 


T his is a Pnfon for the Liberty and Manor of stepney; and Remark:. 

Haikncy. 'I'he former includes, by a printed Lift which I 
have, towns, pariftcR, village.^, ftreets, lanes, &c. to the number 
of forty-fix; and was granted Ijy King Ed'Jiard VI. to Lord 
JJ'oUvjorib, and his Heirs fur ever. 

In it are confined thofo whole debts are above and under ^5. 

The Maller’s-fide Prifoners have four fizeable chambers, fronting the 
road ; i. c. two on each ftory. They pay two ftiillings and fix-pence 
a week ; and lie two in a bed ; two beds in a room. The Common- 
fide Debtors are in two long rooms in the Court-yard, near the 
’Pap-room. Men in one room, women in the other: the Court- 
yard in common. They hang out a begging-box from a little clofe: 
in the front of tile* Houfe ; and attend it in turn. It brings them 
onlv a few ponce a day : and of this pittance, none partake but thole 
who at P'.nirance have paid the Keeper two Ihi) lings' and fix-pence ; 
and treated the PrH()ners with half a g.allon of beer. The laft time I 
was tlrere no more than three had purchafed this privilege. 

Phi: Prifon is our of rep.air. The Keeper, George Garred, is an 
Officer; he pays Kent /:o to the Lady of the Manor ; and keeps 
the 'Pap: Vindow-tax above /Jp I'ecs ^0:8:1. No Table; but 
in No\'embcr lail I law a p.vpcr hung up, on which was written as 
folh'.'vs : 


A TAB LI. 
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\V H I T £ 
CHAPEL. 


A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the Keeper of this Prilbn. 

I', s. l). 

For the di/charge of everj per/bn upon any civil aSlion, 

j procels or execution — ~ — 

For every peribn who chooics to*lay on the Maller-fidc, 7 
for the firft night — — — 5 

For every perfon who choofes to lie on the Mafter-fidc 

after the firft night to pay every week — 

George Garred Keeper loth Auguft 1776. 




At the fame time I faw another paper intitled Ru/ps and Orders to 
he ohjerved in this Prifoti. , It is dateil Aug. 6. The firll Rule 

is That every perfon who comes into this Prilbn as a Prifoner, 
fliall pay for his Gamijb two Ihillings and ten-pence halfpenny.” 

The Claules of the A^l againll Spirituous Liquors arc hung up. 

At my firft vifit there were on the Common- fide two Prifoners 
in hammocks, fick and very poor. — No Chaplain. A compafiionatc 
Man, who is not a regular Clergyman, fometimes preaches to them 
on Sunday ; and gives them feme fmall relief. 

Lady Townsend fends a Guinea twice a year, whicli her Servant 
cliftributes equally among; the Prifoners. 

As Debtors here are generally very poor, I was furprized to fee 
once ten or twelve noify men at fkittles j but the Turnkey faid they 
were only vifitants. I found they were admitted here as at another 
public houfo. No Prifoners were at play with them. 

1774, April 27, Prifoners 25 

1776, May 7, - - 23 

Nov. 13, - - 20 

1777, Jan. 8, - - 27 

.TOWER 
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'r O W E R HAMLETS GAO L, 

IN W i; L L - C L O S E S^Q^U A R E. 


T HIS Prifon is at a Public-lioufe, kept by an honefl. Swede, 
w)io is Gaoler. There is a Court-room in the Hqufe for tlic 
Tower Hamlets. The Prifon-yard is one hundred and fixteen feet 
by eighteen, latticed over head. At one end, are two large rooms j 
of which little ufe has been nude fince the laft war ; when French 
Prilbners were kept in them. I'he prefent Prifon-rooms are towards 
the other end of the yard ; on the grounti-floor is a day-room or 
clofet about five feet and a half by three and a half, with a chimney. 
Up flairs are three night-rooms. The Prilbn is out of repair, and 
not fecure. Keeper no falary. Fees, ; 9 : i. No Table. Al- 
lowance, a penny a day. No ftraw. 

1774, April 29, Prifoner i 

1^76, March 9, - - o 

May 17, - - r 


Remarks 


St. CATHARINE’S PRISON, 

FOR DEBTORS. 

T his Prifon, rebuilt about feven years ago, is a fmal! Houie 
of two Itories ; two rooms on a floor. In* April 1774 there 
was a Keeper, but no Prifoners. I have fince that called two or 
three times ; and always found the Houle uninhabited, 


THE 
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WESTMINSTER. 




THE S A V O Y. 


T his Pri/bn for Soldiers, has two rooms caJJcd die Guard 
Rogms i becaiife in them are confined Ofi'enders who arc 
of the King’s Guards. The remainder of the building near the gate 
is the Keeper’s Houfe. On the oppofite fide of the yard, is a large 
room down five fteps, the Ha// : the rooms over it ufelefs. On the 
left-hand fide of the yard is another hall, not fo large : at each end 
of it is a room with barlack bedfteads and beds ; both rooms va*ry 
dole and unhealthy. Over them are other barrack-rooms, fome- 
what more airy: one of them. No. 4, is tolerable, and has oppofite 
windows. There is, befidcs, the B/ack Ho/e, the Cordemn'd Uc/d, 

the Cock Pit, and feveral other parts of this irregular building, 

« 

which I pafs over. 

March 15, 1776, there were 1 1 9 PrifonerS*; of whom 49 were 
Tranfports. I faw many fick and dying. The Gaol was fo infeded 
by them, that the Diftemper has been caught there by many fince : 
and if it be not thoroughly purified, it will dellroy many more. — 
The whole is indeed much out of repair ; hardly any part of it 
fecure. 

May 25, Prifoners 37. Many of them Tick of the Gaol-Diftemper, 
in the rooms where I faw the fick and dying in March. -—Keeper, 
Captain Jack/on : Salary, : no Fees : he pays Land-tax, 
Window -tax. Water, &c. 


TOTHILL- 
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tothill-Tields bridewell. 

KEEPER, George JSmith. 

Salary, paying the Widow of the founer Keeper ;^20> 

Fees, 0:5:2. 

Tranfports, taken by Mr. Akerman. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 


PRISONERS, 


Allowance, a penny loaf, and a penny a day each. 
Garni/h, ,(^0:1:4. 

Number of - - 

Prifoners. 

1774, April 22, 

38 

1775, March 4, 

109 

1776, March 6, 

86 

May 3, 

75 

1777, Jan. 8, 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

110 


SURGEON, Mr. Glover, 
Salary, j^20. 


THIS Prifon has — For men, two day-rooms and three nigjtt- 
rooms-^For faulty apprentices, 6ve fmall rooms— For women, a 
day-room, and four night-rooms. All the nigKt-rooms have bar- 
rack-beds. They are conftantly walhed every dayj and are quite 
wholefome. The Prifoners wafli their hands and faces every morning 
before they come for their allowance. No ftraw. No Infirmary. 

C c A little 


Remarks^. 
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TOTHILL- 

FIELDS 

BRIDEWELL. 


A little room ufed as a Surgery. A Chapel, in which Mr. Smith 
reads a Chapter, and part of the Prayer-Book every morning. 

The‘ women (hould have another day-room: and one of the 
day-rpoms for men fhoul^ be enlarged. There would then be lefs 
quarreling among them : and Prifoners who are now idle might 
be employed. The Court-yards adjacent might alfo be enlarged. 
All the rooms for women and their court-yard, and the men's 
night-rooms would be more airy if the Garden Pales were fet far- 
ther off. 1 know Mr. Smith would with pleafurc fee part of his 
Garden facrificed to thefc Improvements. He pays Window-tax 
: 4 : o, and Water ^ 2 ,^ Over the Gate is a paper with this in- 
fcription : « No peribn admitted into this Prifon on a Sunday after 
nine o’clock in the morning until five in the evening.” 

In my laft vifit, there were among the Felons, two Debtors from 
the Court of Confcience : one for : 17 : 6, the other for ,^0 : 14 : i. 

FEES allowed for the Governor of Tothill-fields-Bridewell, 
as by Order of Court January Seflions 177*2. 

C S. D. 

For Confflitment and DiAdiai]^ ofa Prifoner by Warrant 0:4:2 
For the Turnkey — — — 0:1:0 

Copy of Commitment — — — > 0:1:4 

For a Night’s Charge <— — — 0:1:0 

Signed in open Court by 

Jambs Fielding 
George S. Bradshaw 
George Ried 
Aamn Lamb 


WEST- 
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WESTMINISTER GATE-HOUSE. 


T his Prlfon, the property t)f the Dean and Chapter, is over 
two gate-ways. It has three floors, five rooms on each j in 
which have been fometimes near a hundred Prifoners^ but it is 
now fo* ruinous, that none are fent to it. All are committed to 
Tothill-ficlds Bridewell, which, in confequence, is overcrowded ; 
and befides (as was there noted) Debtors, even from the Court of 
Confcicncc, are confined at night, (as well as in the day-time) with 
Criminals : which is contrary to the llatute of 2 ad and 23d Car. II. 


Remap.ks. 


I HAVE from the very old Keeper the particulars of Rent, Fees 
&c. but as the Prifon is now ufelefs, I will not tranferibe them. 


N. B. Since writing the above the Gate-Houfe is taken down. 


C c 2 


THE 
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THE KIN G’s BENCH PRISON^ 

i 

f 

FOR DEBTOR S. 

MARSHAL, Thomas Thomas, Efq. 

Deputy Marshal, Thomas Marjon, Efq. 

Salary 

Fees, - See Table. 

Licence, for Beer, and Wine. The Tap let.. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, none. 

Garnilh,, : 2 ; o. 

Number - - In the Houfc. In the Rules. 

( 

1774, April 26, - 324 - - loo 

1776,, Jan. 28, - 364 - - 80 

May -- (See Remarks.) 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Evans. 

Duty — Sunday once j the Sacrament once a montlv 
Salary, /o *.2:0 on every Commitment. 

SURGEON, None. 

lliJiARKs. THIS PRISON is part Old Buildings, part New., 

The Old Buildings are — A CofFee-room juft within the Gate : — and 
a Street called King-Jlreet. On the right hand is the Tap-houfe •, and 
four houfts for Prifoners ; each confifting of a ground-floor, and two 

floors 
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floors of chambers ; four rooms on each floor j near ten feet fquare, 
and feven high. On the left hand fide of the ftreet is the Chapel ; 

, and fix houfes for Prifonc+s j of equal depth with the former houfes ; 
but the back-rooms have not, as the fonmer have, communication 
'with the fore-rooms. At the hithgr end of the fore-rooms, oA the 
ground-floor, is a common Kitchen, much too linall. The Cook, 
a Prifoner, has the room over it. Thele houfes aifo have ground- 
rooms, and two floors of chambers. All the rooms fronting King- 
ftrcet, and the whole of the houfes on the other fide the way, are for 
Maftcr-fidc Debtors 5 who pay for each room unfurnifhed a (hilling 
a week. 

The back part of the left hand Row* is the Common-fide : the 
doors in the back front. The firft room on the ground-floor they 
call their Court-room. The two lioulcs at the farther end have fix 
rooms each, for Crown-Debtors and Fines j and are called Crown- 
Court. The reft of this range on all the three floors is for Common- 
fide Debtors. 

At the flirther end of King-ftreet, in a fmall Court inclofed from 
the reft of the yard, is a building called the State-house ; confift- 
ing of ground-floors, and two floors of chambers j four fizeable 
rooms on each floor ; total twelve. A Debtor who clioofcs to be 
here, pays the Marihal eight to ten guineas for his whole time j be- 
fides a fliilling a week, like other Mafter-fxde Debtors. 

All thefe old buildings are out of repair. 

* 

The New Buildings arc— Firft, a houfe at the gate for the Turn- 
key. The chambers are very convenient } and let at prefent to a 
Prifoner who pays a very high rent. — :But the principal new building 
is at the farther end of the yard. The two parts of it form a right 

angle; 


king’s 

BENCH. 
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king’s angle. One part is four houfes, with four ground rooms to each j 
BENCH. number of chambers on each of the three floors above : 

total fixty-four. The rooms are about thirteen feet by eleven, and, 
' about eight feet high. The other part, (the wing) is built as the 
Fleet Prifoni but more airy apd commodious. It has the fame 
number of floors as the other part. On each floor is a palTage feven 
feet and a half wide, and feventy-three and a half long : rooms on 
each fide the paflage, eleven on each floor, total forty-four j each 
room thirteen feet and a half by nine and a half, about eight feet 
high. 

The Prifbn is well fupplied with water. Among the late im- 
provements, of 108 new ‘rooms, and a (pacious yard, it is pity they 
did not build an Infirmary. The Prifoners are numerous. At more 
than one of my vifits (which I repeated to this as well as many other 
Prifons much oftener than the times when I took the numbers) feme 
had the Small-Pox. It was fo crowded this lafl: fummer, that a 

i 

Prifoner paid five Ihillings a week for half a bed, and many lay in 
the Chapel. In May 1776 the number of Prifoners within the walls 
was 395 j and by an accurate lift which I procured, their wives (in- 
cluding a few only called fo) were 279, children 725, total 1004: 
about tw.o thirds of thefe were in the Prifon. 

This Prifoh is vifited at Michaelmals term, as the Aft * direfts ; 
yet at my firft vifit there was a Wine-Club, and a Beer-Club j and 
one can fcarcely ever enter the walls without feeing parties at fkittles, 
miflifippi, portobello, tennis,- fives &c. 

T HE following Tables of Rules and Orders for the government of 
this Prifon are hung up (as required by the Preamble) for common 
inlpeftion. I prefume to give an abridgnnent of them. 


• jid George II. 


RULES 
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RULES AND ORDERS for the bettdr Government &c. 
Made and Signed the 25 th of November 1729, 


king’s 

B£NCH, 


1. THE flocks to be kept up for punifhmen» of blafphemers, 

fwearers, riotous &c. • 

2. Against illegal methods of confinement. None to be con- 
fined in an unufual place or manner, unlefs for attempting to 
efcape. And fuch may appeal to the Court, or a Judge. 

3. Marshal not to remove any to the Fleet by wit oiHabcas Corpus^ 

4. Mar s HAL not to remove any one from the Common-fide and it’s 
benefits without three days notice: during which time, the Prifoner 
may appeal to a Judge. 

5. Coroner’s Inqueft upon the dead. 

6. Against Garnjfh and partial diftribution of Dividends. 

7. Prisoners to fend out for neccflarics i and to bring in their 
own beddittt &c. 

8. Table of Fees, Thefe Rules, and a Lift of Charities to be 
hung up in a public room, 

9. Marshal and Servants to behave with the utmoft tendernefs. 

10. Turnkev always to attend at the door. 

11. No Servants to partake of, or even diftributc the Charity. 

12. Chapel to be kept in repair. Chaplain duly to perform. 

13. The abufive to the flocks. 

14. Dining-room to be kept in repair for devotion, or convei- 
fation : with a fire. Two rooms for tlie fick. 

15. Those who make oath before &c. that they have not ^^5 &c. 
to be admitted to the Charities, Offices in the Prifon &c. 

16. 
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i6. No Perfon cottimitted for any criminal matter to vote for 
Stcwaril &c. or to partake of any charity but the Balkets. 

J7. Lodging in a cabin of any ward, gratis. 

18. Anv Prifoner may»be chofen Afliftant and enjoy the benefits^ 

6f that nation. « 

19. The Seal of the Common-fide to be kept by the Mailer of 
King’s ^Bcnch Office ; and not put to any deed without the appro- 
bation of Marlhal, Steward, and Affiftants. 

20. One fuperfedable aflion may be fupcrleded with Common-fide 
money ; more than dne, not without application to the Court, 
or a Judge. No Judge’s Clerk to take a Fee on the occadon. 

21. The fick to be taken care of by the Steward and AlTiilants: 
who are to be reimburfed out of the firft County-money. 

22. Debts contraded by the Steward and Affiftants with the 
Marlhal’s, and Mailer’s copfent, for fupport of the poor, to be 
paid out of the next Dividend. 

23. Steward and Affiftants to have no pay for common bufinefs, 
or adjufting differences. 

24. Prisoners entered after the ift day of Eaft<#^term, to have 
but one Quarter of the Midfummer Dividend. 

25. All money brought in by the Balket-mcn, or brought in at 
Chriftmas, Eafter and WKitfuntide, to be divided immediately 
after paying the Balket-men for their trouble. 

26. If the Marftial advance money for a Suferjedeas^ he is to be 
reimburfed out of the next County-money. 

27. Common-side Prifoners may eledk an annual Steward j who is 
not to be depofed, but on application to the Court or a Judge. 
No Prifoner in the Rules may vote. 

28. T HE Steward to enter in Books the Table of Fees, thefe Rules, 

and 
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and a list of the charities. All, together with his account:;, r. ixc/s 
for infpedion of the Prlfoners. e n c n 

29. A PRISONER wroilgcd by the Steward and AfTiftants, on ap- 
plying to the Court or a Judge, fliall be paid his damages out of* 
the next Div'idend of the Stev^ard and Afliftants : if he complain 
unjuftly, he Hull make fatisfadtion from his own next Dividend. 

30. If the Steward or Afliftants embezzle the money^ Succeftbrs 
may call them to account, and ftop their Dividends of the Grate- 
money See. for reparation of the injury. 

31. These Orders to be read publicly ev'ery third Monday. 

32. Marshal, Servants, and Prifoners to obfcTvc thefe Rules un- 
der pain of the utmoft punifliment of taw. 

33. No Clerk or Servant of a Judge to take any Fee on occafion 
of a Petition founded on thefe Orders. 


R. RAYMOND 
J A. REYNOLDS 
E. PROBYN. 


THE preceding Rules fill one fide of a large ftieet of paper, on 
which they are printed. Another ftieet has what follows, viz. 

FURTHER RULES and ORDERS for the Government &c. 
Made and Signed the 10th day of May 1759. 

I. NO Perfon to bring any Weapon. 

«. Those on the Mafter’s-fide who demand Garnifli, to be turned 
to Common-fide for a time^ not longer than a Month. Thofe on 

D d the 
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the Common-fide arc for the like olFence to be excluded, not lon- 
ger than a fortnight, from all profits except fliare of the Balkets. 

3. Doors of the great Garden to be (hut it dark : doors of tiic 
* Wards at nine. 

4. The Chambers at difpofal of the Marlhal &c. 

5. If a Mafter-fide Prifoner negleft for a Month to pay his Cham- 
ber-Rent ; he may be turned over to the Common-fide till he 
pays. His goods to be delivered to him, by a witnefled inventory. 

If difcharged by the Plaintiff, he may yet be detained for Fees, 
and a Month’s Chamber-rent. 

6. None to fell in the Prifon Viftuals or Drink without confent of 
Marlhal. A prifoner thus offending may be turned over to the 
Common-fide for a Month. Marlhal to take care that thofe who 
fell keep good order See. 

7. Confirms the 14th Rule preceding i. c. The great Room for 
exercife and the two Rooms for the fick. 

8. Prisoners turned to Common-fide for offending, or non-pay- 
ment, to have no profit but Share of the Bafkcis ; to bear no 
office ; nor vote for Officers. 

9. These Rules to be fixed in the moft public Places, for infpec- 
tion. 

Signed, MANSFIELD, T. DENNISON, M. FORSTER, E. WILMOT. 

A further RULE and ORDER &C. made 19th May 1760. 

THOSE who attempt or affill an efcape — who fell or proniotc the 
falc of Viftuals or Liquors without leave of the Marflial — who affault 
another — who blafpheme the Name of God, fwear or make a riot, 
may be fent by the Marfhal to any one of the following Prifons in 
Southwark viz The County-Gaol for Surry, the Bridewell for that 

• County, 



SOUTHWARK. 


203 


County, or to the Marihalfca ; and there confined for the firft Offence 
not exceeding one Month ; for a fecond Offence not exceeding three 
I Months. This Rule to be hung up. 

•Signed, MANSFIELD, T. DENNI^SON, M. FORSTER, E. WI£M 0 T. 


On the fame Sheet is 


A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the Marfhal of the King's 
Bench PrifoNy in the County of Surry y for any Prifoner or Pri- 
foner’s Commitment, or coming in Gaol, or Chamber-Rent 
there, or difeharge from thence in any civil aAion. Settled 
and eflablifhed the 16th. Day o(June in the 33d Year of the 
Reign of his Majefty King GEiORGE the Second, and in the 
Year of our Lord 1760, purfuant to an A5i for the Relief of 
Debtors with r^ebl to the Imprifonment of their Perfons, viz. 


Firll, To the Marfhal for every Prifoner committed on any> 
civil artion — •— * “5 

2J. To ihc Turnkey on the MadcrVfidc — 

3d. To the Marfhal on the difeharge of every fuch Prifoner 
4th. To the Deputy Marfhal upon the difeharge of one or-\ 
more anions, executions, or other charge, and no > 
further fee though there be never fo many adlions 3 
5th. To the Clerk of the Papers for the firft adlion upen*^ 
the difeharge — j 

6th. To the Clerk of the Papers for every afUon, execution, “> 
or other charge to be paid on the difeharge — J 
7lh. To the Deputy Marfhal upon a commitment of a Pri--> 
Toner in court, oral a Judge’s chambers, in any> 
civil afiion, if carried to the King's Bench Prifcn J 
• D da 


S. 


D. 

: 8 

6 

+ 


8th. 


ring’s 

BENCH. 
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king's 

3 K N C H, 


o ; 


dif.^ 


S. 

1 


10 


o 

o 


D. 

o 


Sth. To the Clerk of the Papers for the iame 
9th. To the faid Deputy Marilial for a furrender in dif- 
charge of bail, be there never fo many a^lions 
loth. To the Clerk of the Papers for each aftion upon fuch ") 

* furreodcr — — — 5 

•« 

nth. To each of the four Tipilafi's, zs. 6d. for each Prifoner's 
Commitment by the Court, and carried to the> 
^King*s Btnch Prifon, in the whole — J 

12th. To the TipilaiFthat carries any Prifoncr committed at "p 
a Judge’s chambers to the faid Prifon — 3 

13th. To the Marihal for the ufc of chamber, bed, bedding 
and fticets for each Prifoner, if provided by the 
Gaoler at the Prybner’s requcH^ for the firft night, 
in the Common-iide of the faid Prifon — 

14th. For the like ufc every night the Prifoner remains in ^ 
cuflody after the firft — — ^ 

15th, And if two lie in one bed, |d each — 

i6th. For the like ufc of every Prifoncr that goes on thc"^ 
Mafter’s-fide, for the firll night — -jl 5 
tyth. For the like ufe every night after the firfl — 
l8th. And if two lie in a bed, 2d each — 

1.9th. And if the Prifoner finds his own bed, bedding and'J 
Iheets (which the Marfhal is in no fort to hinder 
him of) then he ihall pay for chamber-rent to the 
/rr* week — 


Na other Fee for the ufe of chamber^ bed^ bedding and Jheeis^ or vpan tht 
commitment or dif charge of any Prifoner on any cinjil a^ion. 


u- 


3 

4 


Thomas Howard, 
Anthony Thomas Abdy, 
William Hammond. 


MANSFIELD, 
T. PARKER. 


MARSHAL 
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MARSHALSEA PRISON. 

DEPUTY MARSHAL, thomas Marfon, Efq. 

Substitute, ’Thomas Phillips. 

Salary, 

Fees, : 10 : lo 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. The Tap ler. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, none. 

Garnifla, ; 3 : 6. It is called Ward-dues for Coals &c, 
Number 


U 74 > 

March 16, Prilbners 

167 

* 775 . 

March 6, - - 

*75 

» 776 > 

March 12, - - 

194 

— 

May 15, - - 



CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Cockane. 

Duty-" Sunday 

Salary, i s. from e.tch Prifoner oB difcharge. See 

Table of Fees. 

SURGEONS, MeflT”. Stapleton and Waljhman. 

Salary, i s. from each Prifoner on difcharge. See 

Table of Fees. 

TO tltis Prifon of the Court of the Marihalfea, and of the King’s R£^TA^\,. 
Palace-Court of Weftminilcr, are brought Debtors arrefted for the 
lowed fums, any where within twelve miles of the Palace, except in 
the city of London : and alfo perfons committed for piracy. 

The Deputy Marlhal, under whofe particular cudody this Prifon 
is, has his appointment from the Knight Marfhal of the King’s houfe- 

hold 
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hold for the time being. The great abufes praftifed by this Officer 

were reported to Parliament by the Gaol Committee in 1729. 

< 

This Prifon is an old irregular building (rather leveral buildings) 
in a fpacious yard. There are, in the whole, near fixty rooms j and yet , 
only fix of them now left for Commbn-fide Debtors. Of the other rooms, 
— Five are let to a man who is not a prifoner ; in one of them he 
keeps a chandler’s Ihop j in two he lives with his family : the other 
two he lets to Prifoners. Four rooms, the Oah, are for women. 
They are too few for the number ; and the more modefl; women 
complain of the bad company, in which they are confined. There 
are above forty rooms for men on the Mafter’s-fidc, in which arc 
about fixty beds ; yet many Prifoners have no beds nor any place to 
llecp in but the Chapel, and the Tap-room. 

The Prilbn is too fmall and greatly out of repair. Little regard 
is Ihcwn to the late Act for white-wafliing and cleaning the rooms. 
No Infirmary. The yard is well fupplied with water. In it the Pri- 
foners play at rackets, miffifippi &c ; and in a little back court, the 
at (kittles. 

The Tap is let to a Prifoner in the Rules of the King’s Bencli Pri- 
fon : this Prilbn being juft within thole Rules. I was credibly in- 
formed, that one funday in the fummer 1775, about 600 pots of beer 
were brought in from a public houfe in the neighbourhood, f Ajhmores ) 
the Prifoners not then liking the Tapfter’s beer. 

In March 1775, when the number of Prifoners was 175; there 
were with them in this incommodious Prifon wives and children 46. 

Mr. Allnutt who was many years fince a prifoner here i had, 
during his confinement, a large ellate bequeathed to him. He learn- 
ed fympathy by his fufferings : and left £100 a year to relcafe poor 
Debtors from hence. Many are cleared by it every year. 


A TABLE 
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A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the Gaoler or Keeper of the 
Marfhalfca Prifon— on any Civil Aftion — fettled — the 17 th 
day of May 1765 Purfuant to an Aft for relief of Debtors &c. 


I 


To the Knight Marfhal upon the difeharge of every Prifoncr*^ 
charged with one or more adions — 5 

To the Keeper for his care and fafe cuftody ofevery Prifontr 
upon the difeharge of Aich Prifoncr on the firft adion 
To the Keeper upon the difeharge of fuch Prifoner charged 
with one or more adllons — — j 

To the Surgeon or Apothecary on the difeharge every 
Prifoncr charged with one or more adlions — J 

To the Chaplain on the like difeharge — . • — 

To the Turnkey upon the difeharge of every Prifoncr on 7 
the firll ad\ion — — — ^ 

To the Turnkey upon the difeharge of fuch Prifoner*^ 
charged with one or more actions after the firft — 5 

To the Clerk for entering the difeharge of a Prifoner on 7 
one or more a<f^tTons — “ — ^ 

To the Keeper for tlie ufcofbcd, bedding and iheets for"" 
every Pri/oncr if found by the Gaoler at the Prifoner’s 
requcil, for the hrll night on the Maftcr»fidc of the 
faid Prifon — _ _ 

And every night after the ilrft night — — 

And if two lie in a bed zd, each ~ 




S. D. 

: 1 : 8 

> 4 * ^ 

•.3:8 

: I : o 

o : I ; o 
0:1:6 

0:1:0 

0:1:0 

0:0:6 

0:0:3 

0:0:4 


NO other Fees for the ufc of chamber, bed, bedding, or upon the 
difeharge or commitment of any Prifoner in any Civil Adlion. 


W. R ICIIARDSON 

Eli.iot Bisrior 
Leon® Howard. 


MANSFIELD 
C. PRATT 
T. PARKER. 


marshal- 

sea. 


BOROUGH 
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Remarks, 


BOROUGH COMPTER. 


GAOLER, Jeremiah ‘Beavis, 

Salaiy, none. •> 

Fees, Debtors, - : 7:0 

. Felons, - 0:11:4 

Tranfports, - o : 10 : 6 from the Contraftor. 
Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 


Allowance, 


Debtors 

# 

Felons, 


’ ^ a penny a day each. (See Remarks.) 


Garnilh, : 2 : 8 Muftcr’s-fidc. 

0:1:4 Common-fidc. 


Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, May 4, 37 - - 4 

1776, March ii, 10 - - 3 

May 2, 18 - - 2 

Nov. 13, 15 - - I 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None. 


THIS Prifon, in Toolcy-ftreet, for the Borough of Southwark, 
which contains four parifhes and a part of a fifth, has, for Mafter’s- 
fidc Debtors — feven rooms. — For Common-fitle Debtors, a Room on 
the ground floor, in which Felons &c. are with them night and day ; 
a long room up ftairs, the Rookery ; and a room over it, ufelefs, 
becaufe not fecure.— The Womci) arc in the Stone Kitchen, now di- 
vided 
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iridcd into two rooms. Three of the Common-fidc rooms have bar- 
rack beds. Among the Debtors are many poor creatures from the 
Court of Confcience who lie there till their debts are paid. — There is 
a fmall court-yard ; and a Chipel, but no* Chaplain is appointed. 

The whole Prifon is much out ( 5 f repair, and ruinous. No Infir- 
mary. No bedding or draw. The Keeper, an officer, pays Window- 
tax ^2 : 15 : o and Land-tax : 10 : o. He is put in by the 
High BaililT', whofe office is in the difpofal of the Court of Aldermen. 
— An infeription over the Gate d.ated 1716 calls it the Borough 
Court : but the Courts are now held at St. Margaret’s Hill. 

The Claufes of the Act againfl Spirituryjs Liquors are hung up. 

Debtors have fixty penny loaves, once in eight weeks, from a 
Legacy of Eleanor Gwynn. No other Bequeft. 


South'-^ark. \ T the General Quarter Seffions of the Peace of our 
Sovereign Lord the King holden for the Town 
and Borough of Southwark at the Court-Houfe on St, Margaret’s 
Hill — on Friday the 8 th Day of January in the 2 ill Year of the 
Reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE the Second before Sir 
Robert Lcidbroke Kn‘ . Mayor — "John Sir acey Efq . Recorder — and 
others, See. &c. 

It being reprefented to this Court that the Fees of the Gaoler 
or Keeper of the Borough-Compter in regard to the Prifoners charged 
therein with any criminal matter remain yet unfettled, for want 
■whereof divers impofitions may accrue to the poor Prifoners therein, 

E e ^0^ 


BOROUGH 

COMPr£R. 
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For fettling and eftablilhing the fame It is ordered that the 
Keeper or Gaoler of the faid Prifon (hall and imy take of every 
Prifoner fa charged as aforefaid the following Fees and no more. 

A 4.v»b to 

£. S, D. 

Vor the admiflion of every Prifoner for Felony Trcfpafs Af- , 
fault Of other MifdemeanourB — — 3 

For every night’s lodging — — — 0:0:6 

To the Turnkey for the difmiffion of every fuch Prifoner o : 1:0 

For every Prifoner brought by a Peace Officer for fafe ' 
cuftody untill hearing can be had before a Magillrate 

f 

By the Court 

Man. 


N. B. Two other Prifons in Southwark, viz. The Nev; Gaol in 
the Borough, and the Bridemell in St. Georges Fields, belong to the 
County of Surry. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY G'AOL at HERTFORD. 

I 

GAOLER, Ccrnelius Willjon.' 

Salary, none. jC 39 • ^ fupply tlic Felons wl:h 

Bread, as'bciow, 

0:15: 4. 

Tranfports, jTi : i : o each to London. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, apoundofbreadaday farmed by the Gaoler. 


Garnifh, 

Number of 

: 4 

: 6 . 

Debtors. 

Felons 8 cc. 

I 773 >‘ 

Dec. 

9. 

3 " 

- ^9 

1774, 

Dec. 

I 4 > 

2 - 

- »4 

a 776 . 

Feb. 


16 - 

- 16 

— 

Nov. 


6 - 

- 12 


CEIAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Siott. Now Rev. Mr. Moore, 

Duty— Sunday j and one other day not fixed. 

Salary, >^40. 

SURGEON, Mr. Cutler, 

Salary, ^\o. 

THIS Gaol is in the middle of the town. In front are two linall Remarks. 
u.iy-rooms, for Felons, in which they are always locked up : no 
firc-place. — Their dungeons or night-rooms are, one down eighteen 

Eel fteps. 


Fees, Debtors, 
Felons, 
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fleps, the other nineteen. Over their day-rooms, is a large lumber- 
room ; and adjoining to it a lodging-room for Women-fclons. 
Backward is a imall Court-yard for Debtors, and Women- 
fclons. On each fide of it are two rooms on the groiiiid-tloor, 

I 

and two chambers for Debtors. No Chapel. No Infirmaiy. 

In the interval of two of my vifits the Gaol-Fever prevailed, and 
carried oiF feven or eight Piifoners, and two Turnkeys. Flie I'elons 
were on that occafion removed to the Bridewell. At my lull vifit 
four were fick. 

This Gaol could not have been made healthy and convenient. 
There is a new one building juft out of the town. It has no dun- 
geon } and is mpre fpacious and convenient than the old one. 


Ilertfordjhiret X T the General Quarter SclTipns of tlie Peace of 
to wit. our Sovereign — holden at— Hertford on Mon- 

day — the lath day of January in the firft year of— our Sovereign 
Lord George III. by the grace of God— and in the year of our I .ord 
1761 before Sir Richard Chaje ICn*- Ralph Vreeman Dodlor in Di- 
vinity; Rich^ JFarrai, James Cordon, JV" Janffen and Plunicr the 
younger, Elq”- and others, &c, 


A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the Gaoler— fettled— 
purfuant to an Aft — made in the jad year of-— K. George II. 

/. S. D. 

For the chamber-rent, bed and bedding of each Debtor 

per night provided that no more than two be put into r o : 0:4 

one bed nor more than two beds in one room — 


For 
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For the chamber-rent, bed and bedding of each Prifoner'^ 
upon criminal proccf3^/rr n.r;eck provided that no more 
than two be put into one bed ; nor more than two 
beds. in the fame room — * — ^ 

For the Turnkey’s Fees into Gaol • — — 

For the Turnkey’s Fees out of Gaol — — 

For the Gaoler’s Fees upon each Prifoner difeharged 


£• 

0 : 

o : 
o : 
o : 


S. D. 


3 = 6 

I : o 
1 r o 
*3 : 4 


COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 


HERTFORD. This is al lb the Town Gaol. Two fmall room j 
to tlic ftrect, tlic Compter : one behind them, the Middle Ward: 
and one beyond that, the Ward. There is alfo a dun- 

geon for men ‘down feven fteps: a yard, and pump; but 
I’ril'ontrs are always locked up within doors. I faw none at 
work. 'Plic County Gaoler is Keeper, and has a year to 
fupply each Prifoner daily with a pound of bread. Fees 
yfo : 4 : f’- 

1774, Dec. 14, Prilbners 4 

1776, Feb. 14, - - - 7 

Nov. 22, - - - 4 


H I T C H I N. A ROOM for men ; and over it two rooms for women, 
who go up to them by a ladder. No chimney in any of the 
rooms ; no draw : no yaid : no water. Keeper’s Salary ^24 ; 
No Fees. 

1776, Feb. 14, Prifoners 

BERK- 
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BERKHAMSTED. A work-room for men, and another for 
women. A dungeon down nine ftejw, earth -door, vciy 
damp, no window. — No ftraw : no court-yard : no water. ‘ 
Keeper’s Salary £20: no Fees : he has the profit of the Pri-, 
foners work. Allowance a'pound of bread a day. 

1776, Nov. 2, No Prifoners. 


At St. ALBAN’S are, 

THE BOROUGH GAOL. Debtors have the ufe of the Town 
Hall in the day-time ; their lodging-room joins to it. T'clons 
have two day-rooms, and two clofe ofienfive night-rooms. 
Their allowance a pound of brc.ad a Viay. No draw : no 
court: no water. The Keeper’s Salary £j : Fees £0 : 13 ; 4, 
no Table. Licence for Beer. Claufes of Aft. againfl; Spiri- 
tuous Liquors hung up. 

1776, March r, Prifoners, none. 

Nov. 3, Debtors 2. Felons &c. 2. 

LIBERTY GAOL, for twenty-two Parifhes, is the property of 
Lord Salijbury. For Debtors^ two fpacious day-rooms, and 
three lodging-rooms. — For Felons, three ftrong rooms. No 
court-yard : no water. Keeper, fame as of the Borough Gaol : 
Salary ^16 : Fees jfo : 13 ; 4, no Table. 

1776, March i. No Prifoners. 

Nov. 3, Debtor i. 


THE 



Home Circuit. HERTFORDSHIRE. 


THE BRIDEWELL for the Liberty^ and for the joins 

to the Liberty Gaol. One large work-room ; and two lodging- 
* rooms: all up ftairs, and airy. No court: no water: no al- 
lowance: no ftraw. Prifoners have’ their earnings. Keeper’s 
Salary for the Liberty ^ 1 %-, fcr the Borough 0 ,'. no Fees. 

1776, March i, Prifoners 2. 

Nov. 2, - - - None. 


COUNTY 
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Home Circuit. 


COUNTY GAOL at CHELMSFORD. 


GAOLER, Sttfanna 
Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, X , 

Fdons, J 4 ° • >5 • 4 . 

Tranfports, to London or Gravejend, : 5 o for each, 
if not more than feven : for each above fcvcn 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 


Allowance, 

Debtors, \ 

) a pound and half of bread 


Felons, \ 

y quart of fmall beer. (Se 

Garnifh, 

Debtors, 

,£0:4: 6. 

• 


Felons, 

0 

P 


Number of 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

1774, 

Feb. 4, 

1 

0 

CO 

f 

- 30 

— 

Dec. 6, 

- *3 - 

- 3 * 

I 775 > 

Oft. 19, 

- 19 - 

- 14 

1776, 

Nov. ao. 

- II V 

- 7 


CHAPLAIN 

Duty — Sunday, Monday, Wednefday. 

Salary, ^^40, 

SURGEON, Mr. Griffinbooft. 

Salary, for Felons, and the Bridewell Prifoners. 


QHELMS- 
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CHELMSFORD. 

0 

, A CLOSE Prifon, frequently infefted with the Gaol-Dlftenriper, Rlmark'., 
Inquiring in Odlober 1775, the* Head-Turnkey, I was told he 
died of it. 

In the Tap-room there hung a Paper on which, among other 
things, was written “ Prifoners to payGarnifh or run the Gauntlet.” 

Debtors have a bufliel of coals a day from about lith November 
to Lady Day: and :0:0a year by a legacy of Elizabeth Her- 
ns from Lamis in Brcntveooel, paid by the Refbor or Minifter of the 
parilh of Chelmsford on tlie 24th of December. By a Memorial hung 
up in the Tap-room it appears the Bequeft was acknowledged by the 
Teftatrix 14th June 1746. — It was generous in the Juftices to grant 
Debtors the fame allowance as Felons j and very judicious to fix that 
allowance to a certain weight. 

It gave me pain to be informed, that there had been no Divine 
Service for above a year pad, except to condemned Criminals. 

There is a new Gaol, which exceeds the old one in ftrength &c. 
almoll as much as in fplendor. The County, to their honour, have 
fpared no coll. The Magiftrates cannot but know the plan. The 
Prifon is nearly finilhed. It can therefore be of no fervice to offer 
any remarks upon ihaijlately fabrick. 


F f 


TABLE 
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Home Circuit. 


TABLE OF FEES. 


EJex, T General Quartef Seflions &c. — a Table of Fees' 
jTIL. fettled — to be taken by the Keeper of his Majefty’s 
Gaol — purfuant to an Aft — made in the fecond year of — K. 
George II. viz. 


For the Chamber Rent bed and bedding of each Debtor- 
provided that no more than two be put into one bed, | 
nor more than two bfds in the fame room — 

For the Chamber Rent bed and bedding of each Prifoner#. 
Opdiik criminal procefs per week provided that no more j 
than two be put into one bed nor more than two beds/ 
in one room 

For the Turidjify^ Fee into Gaol ~ 

For the T umkey’s Fee out of Gaol — . 

For the Gaoler’s Fee upon each Prifoncr’s difeharge 


£. S. D. 
o : 0:4 


o ; 3:6 


0 ; I : o 
o ; 1:0 

o : 13 : 4 


Reviewed and confirmed by us the Juftices 
of Aflize this 19th Day of July 1729 

• eyre T*rio 13 ramsxon’ 

LAW; CARTER. Tho Walford 

John Chevelev. 

Signed by us Juftices of Peace of and for the faid County this 
19th day of July Anno Dorn. 1729. 

Rob"^ Abdv 
Henry Maynard 
Benj Moyer. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 


CHELMSFORD. Built 1766. On the ground-floor a large 
•work-room, a kitchen, and a lodging-room for men : over 
them rqoms of the fame fize for women : two rooms for the 
fick. Court-yard fmail, and not Tccurc : Prifoners always 
kept within doors, and the rooms ofFcnfivc, although the 
water is laid in. Mr. Ford (the Kwpcr) told me at one of 
my vifits that many had been ill of the Gaol-Fever, brought 
from the County Gaol. His Salary : Under Keeper’s 
£t 6 : no Fees. Prifoners allowance three-pence a dayj for 
which they have a pound and half of bread, and a quart of 
fmail beer ; and three halfpence a day further allowance to each 
fick Prifoner. Coals and ftraw a year each. 


1774, Dec. 6, Prifoners 18, 

1775, oet. 19, - - - 15, 

1776) Nov. ao, - - - it. 


COLCHESTER. The Caftle was formerly the County Gaol. 
That part of it which is now die Bridewell, has — firflr, the room 
for women, with a fire-place : on one fide a room for men, 
with a window : on another fide two rooms for men, at a right 
angle with the former; a window in the farthermoft. The 
partitions are iron grated for light and air, from the window 

F f a at 
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Home Circuit* 


B R r D E- 
WELLS. 


at each end of the right angle. — Court-yard little ufcd by 
Prifoners. No water : no employment : allowance three- 
pence a day: ltrawj|^2 a year. Keeper’s Salary no fees. * 

€ 

1774, Feb. 14, Prifoner j, 

1776, Nov.‘ 19, - - 3. 

At COLCHESTER is alfo the 
TOWN GAOL and BRIDEWELL. A room for 

f 

Debtors. A* ftrong ward for men : another for women. 
Court-yard not fecure; no water: no draw. Allow- 
ance to CritTiinals three-pence a day. Keeper’s Salary 
^8 : Fees £0:2:6. Claulcs of Ad againft Spiri- 
tuous Liquors not hung up. 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

1776, Nov. 19, 

NEWPORT. Built 101775. is elegant, yet plain: 

in it are the Keeper’s apartments ; and a room for the Juftices. 
Behind is the men’s court ; in the middle of which is a pump. 
On the farther fide, a large work-room on the ground-floor, 
and a fmaller work-room over it : fo that too many need not 
work together ; a fire-place in each of them. There is a 
lodging- room even with the upper work-room. On the left 
fide of the court are two lodging-rooms on the grouqd-floor, 
and two above. In all thefc lodging-rooms are boarded bed- 
fteads. The Keeper has a view of this court from two of his 
back windows.— Women have a room on the ground-floor, 
and one over it. No fire-place. Thefc, though they join to 

the 
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the laft-mentioned rooms for men, have no communication 
with them: you go to them through one of the Keeper’s 
rooms : the court-yard quite feparate ; and the windows to- 
ward that. — No allowance: Prifoners have what they earn. ’ 
Straw a year. Firing in winter two guineas. Keeper’s 
Salary £ ; no Fees. Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Li- 

quors not hung up. 

1776, Dec. 6, Prifoners 3. 

HALSTED. Men and women have a* feparate work-room, .and 
a feparate lodging- roon>. There is a room for the fick. All 
out of repair. A court-yard which men ufe one part of the 
day, women another. No water. Keeper’s Salary £y 2 ; no 
Fees. Allowance a pound and half of bread, and a quart of 
fmall beer, a day. 

1776, Nov. 19, Prifoners 4. 

BARKING. A ROOM for men, Fore-Gaol : fifteen feet by ten 
and a half; feven feet high; two windows to the ftreet. An- 
other room, the Back-Gaol, for women ; thirteen feet four 
inches by eleven feet, eight feet high : one window about two 
feet fquare. They are planked all over: no chimneys: and 
both room's are made offenfive by fewers in them. Court- 
yard not fecurc : Prifoners have no ufe of it; nor any accefs to 
the pump. Allowance three-pence a day. Keeper’s Salary 
: no Fees. Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not. 
hung up. 

1776, Nov. 28, PriUbner one.. 


BRIDE- 

V/ELLS. 


COUNTY 
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KENT. 
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COUNTY GAOL at MAIDSTONE. 

t 

GAOLER, Philip Ditillin, 

Sj^ary, ;^6o, inftead of the Tap. 

Fees, Debtors, jfo : la : 4. 

Felons, o : 15 : 4. 

Tranfpdrts, «• o : 15 : 0 each, and the Fees. 

Licence, none. See Salary. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (Jee Remarks.) 

Felons, a loaf once in two days ( weight 

Feb. 1776) and every day a quart of 

fmall beer. (See Remarks.) 

« 


Garnifh, 

Debtors, : 3 : 0. 

Felons, 0:1:6. 


Number of 

- Debtors. Felons &c. 

i 774 > 

April 13, 21 - - 


» 775 » 

July 25, 17 - . 

26, 

1776, 

Feb. 19, 22 - - 

38. 


.CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Hudjon. 

Duty — Sunday and Wednefday. 

Salary, lately augmented t0;^50. 
SURGEON, Mr. fFaller. 

Salary, £|o, for the Gaol and Bridewell. 


MAID- 



Home Circuit. 


KENT. 


MAIDSTONE. 

THE Rooms in the Felons Wards are fizeable; but the air is Re 
obftrufted by broad wooden bars* at the windows inftead of iron 
ones. There are three court-yards : one for Debtors 5 one for Men- 
fclons} and one for Women-felons. The two laft are. much too 
fmall i but may be commodioufly enlarged, by adding to them the 
adjacent court^of the Old Bridewell, which will foon be difufed. 
Then alfo a Chapel might be built j and fervice no longer per- 
formed, as it now is, upon the ftairs. 

Felon s are allowed yearly ten chaldron of coals : they have bar- 
rack-beds *, and hop-bagging with ftraw ; but no coverlids. This 
County has for years part been fo confidcrate as to pay the Fees of 
poor Prifoners acquitted : and to Tranfports caft at AlTizes, who arc 
entitled to the King’s allowance of two {hillings and fix-pence a week, 
they continue the allowance which they had before trial. They alfo 
pay the Gaoler’s Fees for thofe Convi£ts. The Felons faid they 
wiflted for more bread j and would, if that were increafed, be con- 
tent with lefs beer. 

The Baker who ferves the Felons foils thirteen loaves to the 
dozen ; and Debtors have amongft them every thirteenth loaf. 

There is an Alarm-Bell ; and a Sail- Ventilator. 

On examining two fick Prifoners, I found they had no irons j and 
the Surgeon faid the Gaoler was always ready to take titem off when 
he requclled it. 

• These arc low flages of boards; ratfed from the floor, and floping from the 
wall towards the middle of the room. 


TABLE 
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TABLE OF FE-ES. 


Keyity A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler— -at Mnulftone 
to wit. jljL — fettled — at the General Quarter SelFions — holdcn— - 
on Thurfday the 12th day of July in the 24th year of— George II 
—and in the year — 1750 purfuant to the direftion of the Statute in 
that behalf provided 


For the difcharge fram thc^faid Gaol of every* Prifoner-^ 
committed for Trcafon, Felony or any oftcncc againit > 
his Majcfty’s peace to the Gaoler or Keeper — ^ 

To Turnkey on commiementof every fuch Prifoner 
To him more on the difcharge of every fuch Prifoner 
On the commitment or coming into Gaol of every Prifoner 7 
in a civil aftion, to the faid Gaoler or Keeper j 
On the difcharge of every fuch Prifoner to the faid Gaoler 7 
or Keeper — — “5 

And to the Turnkey — 

For the ufe of bed bedding and ftieets for each of the faid"] 
lall mentioned Prifoners on the Mafter's-fide of the 


C S, 


•faid Prifon for the firft night to the faid Gaoler or | 
Keeper — . — . — J 

And for every night after the firll — - 

And if two fuch Prifoners lye together m one bed then 
For every fuch Prifoner as (hall chufe to be on the Maftcr’s- 
fiedforthe ufe of the bed, bedding and Ihects the firft night 
For every night after the firft — — 

But if two fuch Prifoners lye together then two-pence each 




o 

o 


0 

o 


I : 
I : 

3 : 

7 ; 
1 : 

0 : 


o ; 

O : 

0 ; 

o : 
o : 


D. 


4 

o 

o 

o 

10 

6 

6 

3 

z 

6 

3 

4 


•Thofe figures 0:7: 10 are written upon a rafure. 

If 
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I 


If any fuch Pnfoncr through poverty can only provide a 
couch, then to the faid Gaoler or Keeper for Chamber 
Rent p<r week — — _ 


C S. 
o ; o : 


July 12th 1750 Seen and allowed by us 

W»<. Turner • Herb^ . Palmer 

P. Boteler Ja* . Calder 

Ed. Austen W. Champness. . 

A True Copy. 


D. 


t 


COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

MAIDSTONE. A new Prilbn ; fepanate wards, areas, work- 
Ihops, and infirmaries for men and women : oppofite windows 
to tranlmit frefli air. Keeper’s Salary ^ 10 , No Priloners here 
.as yet. In the old Bridewell, 

1776, Feb. 19, Prifoners 2. 

CANTERBURY. Men and women feparate. The latter have 
the baefe court in which their ward is. The men have 
no court- yard j but they have a hall or kitchen to the ftrect ; 
and three wards or night-rooms to the yard. Out of the 
Keeper’s garden or yard might be taken a court-yard for the 
men. There is no water within reach of the men : yet I 
always found the Prifon remark.xbly clean. County allowance, 
two pennyworth of bread a day. No employment. Laft 
l*ady-Day (or April) Selfions, the Juftices abolifhed Fees 
jfo : 13:4, and railed the Salary from ,^25 to Licence 

for Beer. 

1774, April 13, Prifoners 8, 

1776, Feb. 17, - - - 13, 

May 25, - - - 6. 


AT 
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At canterbury is alfo the 

CITY GAOL, over the Weft-gate. One large day- room ' 
for men and* women: and in each of the two Towers, 
a fmall night-room.* No court-yard and Prifoners arc 
feldom permitted to walk on the leads. Allowance 
three pennyworth of bread a day. Keeper’s Salary 
^5. Fees, Debtors £0:6: 8, Felons ^0:13:4: no 
Table. He keeps a public houle adjoining, in which 
is a room or two for Mafter fide Debtors. 

Debtors. Felons &c. 
‘1774, April 13, 3 - - 

1776, Feb. i7> 3 - • 2. 

DARTFORD. This County Bridewell, built in 1720, confifts of 
two rooms *. one for men, twenty-one feet by feventcen and a 
half; one for women, fourteen feet fquarc; both ten feet high. 
No chimneys : offenfive fewers and the rooms dirty : no 
water ; no ftraw : mats, but quite worn out. No yard ; 
though the Keeper has a garden. His Salary ,^20: Fees 
£0:316: no Table. Allowance to thofe committed on 
fulpicion of Felony, two-pence a day. Claufes of Ad againft 
^irituous Liquors not hung up. 

The Keeper told me, they had about two years ago, a bad 
Fever ; which himfelf and family, and every frefli ^^ ifoner 
caught. Two died of it. The Prifoners are now well, and at 
work, upon a Manufadure of Flax-drefling and weaving Sacks. 

Window-tax £i : ii : 6 paid by the County. 

J776, April 24, Prifoners 6. 


THERE 
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THERE ARE ALSO IN THIS COUNTV, 

‘ROCHESTER CITY GAOL, under the Court-Room. One 

» 

day-room to the ftrect ; and two inner or night-rooms : not ^lean. 
In the Keeper’s houfe is a robm for Debtors ; and another in 
which Women-fdons were kept when the Atii^es were held here. 
No Court-yard : no water acceiHble to Prifoners. 'Allowance 
two-pence a day. Keeper a Sergeant: no Salary; Fees 
jfo : 6 ;,o; no Table. 

Debtoi*. Felons. 

1774, April 14, 1 - None. 

1776, May 25, o •- o. 

DOVER CASTLE, for Debtors in the Cinque-Ports, i. e. 
Haft tugs y Dover, Hyth, Romney and Sandwich. 

The Earl of //oWerw^'i is Bodar. Three rooms: no yard : 
no water. Ehtrance Fee : 6 : 8. Keeper is Bailiff for 
the Cinque-Ports. Salary His Prifon dirty : his apo- 

logy fou it was that “ he had been abfent fome weeks on his 
bulinefs as an Officer.” 

1776, F'cb. 17, Prilbners 4. 

DOVER TOWN GAOL. One room of it is the Bridewell. 
The Gaol is two rooms on the ground-floor, and wo above'. 
No fire-places. All clofe and offenfive. The court-y.ud not; 
feeure. Allowance four-pence a day. Keeper, no Salary ; 
but a Chaldron of Coals : Fees £0 : 8 : 2 : no Fable. 

Debtors. Felons Stc. 

I77S» Ny^5» » - 

1776, Feb. 17, 3 - 4> 

• May 25, 2-3- 

G g 3 COUNTY 
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^'OUNTY GAOL at HORSHAM. ' 


GAOLER, Charles Cooper. 

Salary, ,^120 of late; inftead of the Beer-Tap, 
F«, ^btors, ) ^ ^ 

Felons, i 


Tranfports, - 2:2:0 each. 

Licence, for Wine. 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, two pennyworth of bread a day 
(weight ounces, Sep, 1774). 

Garnilh, : 6 : 6. 


Number of 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons *&c. 

i773> 

Dec. 

»7» 

II - 

- 7> 

U74, 

Sept. 


5 - 

- *3» 

1776, 

Feb. 

22, 

13 - 

- 8. 


CHAPLAIN, None. But the Clergyman who attends condemned 

Criminals has ,^5 a year. 


.SURGEON, lately dead. 

Salary, for Felons. 


Remarks. THE Rooms are too fmall, except the Free-ward for Debtors, 
No ftraw : no yard ; and yet ground enough for one behind the 
Gaol. Tranfports convifted at Quarter SeflTions, have, as thofc 
condemned at Aflize, the King’s allowance of two Ihillings and fix- 

pence 
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pence a week. Lent Aflize at Eaft-Grinftead ■, where there is no 
Prifon : Summer Aflize,^ at Lexaes and Ilorjham alternately. 

There is a new Gaol building. T^e Duke of Richmond, in , 
concurrence with the other Gentlemen of the County, has inteafted 
himfelf much in this affiiir : the Situation is judicioufly chofeni and 
the Plan is fuch as appears to me particularly well fuited for the 
purpofc. 


’table of fees. 


Sujex. A List of Fees taken by the Gaoler of the faid County. 


Upon tlie difcharge of every Debtor — 

The Sheriff's Fee thereupon — 

Turnkey theicupou — — 

For every peck of sharcoal — — 

For every fagot — — 

For every quart of fmall beer — 

For lodgings in the Gaoler’s beds by the week 
Upon the difcharge of every Felon, to the Gaoler 


£. S. D. 

I ; 2:4 

0:11:8 
o : 2:6 

o : 0:3 

o : o : z *_ 

o: o: i. 

0 : 2:0 
1:2:4 


Allowed and fettled at the General Quarter Seflions held at PdiiKrth 
the 3d day of Odober 1737 By us 

John Butler 
R. Mill 
J. Jewkes 
W” Gr.vtwicke. 
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COUNTY. BRIDEWELLS. 

HORSHAM, On’ly one room ; about ten feet and a half by fix 
and half, not fix and a half high. In it the Prifoners arc 
always locked up. Allowance two pennyworth of bread a 
day : no employment. Keeper, a Widow, whofe Hufband 
died of the Gaol-Fever' Salary ^^lo: Fees ; 3 ; 4; no 
Table. 

i7’74, * Sept. 29, Prifoners, none. 

1776, Feb. 22, - - - none. 

LEWES. Herb men and women have feparate apartments, 
courts, &c. Keeper’s Salary £^ 6 . Fees ;^o : 6 ; 8 : no Table. 
The produce of the Prifoners work for three years pad, was 
not twenty fhillings a year; although there were in the rc- 
fpeftivc years committed Prifoners 45 — 85 — 65; 

1776, Feb. 21, Prifoners 5. 

PETWORTH. This Bridewell has two rooms : one feventcen 
feet by ten, full fix feet high ; the other eighteen by nine, fix 
feet high : too fmall for the general number of Prifoners. No 
chimney : no yard : no water ; no employment. Allowance a 
penny loaf a day. This 1 once found to weigh /even ounces and 
a half . Keeper’s Salary lately augmented from ^12 to 20. 
Fees : 6 : 8 : no T able. 

The Keeper told me (in September 1774) that “ all his 

“ Prifoners 
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Prifoners were, upon difchargc, much weakened by the 

“ clofe confinement, and fmall allowance. ” 

• 

Thomas Draper and William Godfrey were committed the 
6th of January 1776 ; the former died the iith, the othes the 
a6th of the fame month. William Cox, committed the ij^th 
of January, died the 23d. None of them had the Gaol-Fever. 
I do not affirm that thefe men were familhed to death : it was 
extreme cold weather. However, fince that time, the allow- 
ance of bread is tloubled. For this the Prifoners are indebted 
to the kind attention of the Duke of Richmond, 

1774, Sept. 23, Prifoners 4, 

1776, Feb. 23, - - - 8. 


CHICJrlESTER CITY GAOL, 

Over the Eaft-gate. Has two or three rooms j and a court-yard, 
but no water. Allowance to Felons &c. two-pence a day. Gaoler, 
.a Sergciint at Mace : Salary : Fees, Debtors ,^0 : 6 r 8 : no d'able. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

J774, Sept. 28, I - - o, 

1776, Feb. 25, 2 - - 1. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL in SOUTHWARK. 


GAOLER, Boijamin Hall. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, : 11:4. 

Felons, o : 15 -.4. 

Tranfports, - »(See Remarks.) 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. The Tap let. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 1 three halfpennyworth of bread a day 
Felons, j (^oeight 17 ounces, Dec. 1776). 
. Legacies. ( See Remarks.) 

Garnilh, Debtors, £0 ^ 6 . 

Felons, o : i ; o. 


Number of - - Debtors. Felons 

i 774 > Feb. 9, - 30 - - 60 

1776, March 4, - 19 - - 59 

Dec. 25, - 18 - - 15 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Dyer. 

Duty — Sunday. 

Salary, /50. 

SURGEON, MelT'^*. Burt and Co. 

Salary, £20 for this Gaol, and the Bridewell in St. George's 
Helds-, and/^5 for Travelling Charges to report at 
the Quarter Seflions, the State of the Prifoncrs. 


. SOUTH- 
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SOUTHWARK. 

THE NEW GAOL, belldes the ’Gaoler’s Houfe, and the ’ 
Tap -room has for — Mafter’s-fide Debtors a parlour, and* four 
other llzeable rooms i and for Common-fidc Debtors, four good 
rooms. Mr. Hall takes care to prevent thefe beirig crowded 
with the wives and children of the Debtors. For thefe Pri- 
foners, there is a court-yard : into which Felons are not admitted ; 
except a few, whom the Gaoler has reafons for indulging with that 
di(lin£^ion. 

t 

The ward for Mcn-felons has fix rooms on three floors: in thefe 
they fleep. There is a yard belonging to it. — The ward for Women- 
felons has two lower rooms, two above ; and a court-yard belonging 
to it. In the two upper rooms, are put Malefaftors of either fex 
condemned to die. , 

I HAVE here noted nineteen rooms ; yet they are not fufficient for 
the number of Prifoners. Mr. Hall is fometimes obliged to put 
Men-felons into fome rooms of the Women’s ward. 

In fo clofe a Prifon fituated in a populous neighbourhood, I did 
not wonder to fee in March 1776 fevcral Felons fick on the floors. 
No bedding nor flraw : no Infiirnary : no Chapel : Divine Service is 
performed in the Parlour ; which is too fmall for the purpofe j about 
fixteen feet fquare. The Aft for preferving the health of Prifoners 
is on a painted board. The Claufes of the Aft againft Spirituous 
Liquors are hung up. 

If the County do not build a new Gaol, more roomy and airy, 
and in a better fituation, it would at leaft be advifeable to add to 

H h this 
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this an Infirmary j which, with a Chapel under it, they may build on 
the vacant ground beyond the Women’s ward. 

Transports have not tjie King’s allowance of two Ihillings and 
fix-p?nce a week. For thefe Convifts a Merchant contrafts with 
the County to take them at the* Gaol: the Gaoler fends them to 
the Ihip, attended by his fervants j and receives from the Merchant 
£o : 10 : 6 ‘for each Prilbner fo conduced. 

Lent AQlze is at Kingjion: Summer Aflize at Guildford and 
Croydon alternately. At this laft town there is no Prifon. 

There is hung up in the Gaol a printed Lift of fixteen Legacies 
and Donations. The dates'of the firft fix are 1555, --71, —76, —84, 
—97, —98. Three are in the next century, viz. 1609, —38, —56. 
The other feven arc not dated : and one of them noted on the Lift, 
has not been received fmee 1726. There are alfo other articles 
which feem to need infpeftion. Two of the Charities are for 
Debtors exprcfsly: the others are not fo diftinguilhed j but Debtors 
have them all. In the title of the paper it is faid, “ The Gaol was 
formerly called the White Lion Prifon.” The commdn Seal of the 
Prifon is a Lion rarnpant. 

There is another Legacy bequeathed by Eleanor Gwynn, not, 
I think, in the Lift j from which are fent to this Prifon once in eight 
weeks, fixty-four penny loaves. Common-fide Debtors have this 
as well as the preceding Gifts. 


Surrey^ 
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Surrey, A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the Gaoler-— 
to wit. of the common Gaol or Prifon in Southwark— foi 

any Prifoner committed — Chamber Rent there or Difcharge — 
purfuant to the Statute — made — 12th — of the r*"ign of our Sovereign 
Lord George III &c. and in the year of our Lord 1772. ' 


againft his Majelly’s peace, to the Gaoler or Keeper 
To the I'urnkey on every commitment of fuch Prifoner 
To the Turnkey on the difcharge of every fuch Prifoner 
On the commitment or coming into Gaol of every Prifonci 
in a Civil Action, to the faid Gaoler or Keeper 
On the difcharge jof every fuch Prifoner, to thefaid Gaole 
or Keeper — — — 

And to the Turnkey _ _ — 


And for every night after the firft — — 

But if two fuch Prifoners lyc together in one bed, then 
one penny halfpenny each — — 

To the Clerk of the Papers on every difcharge of any Pri- 
foncr in a Civil Adion — — 


For every night after the firft — — 

But if two fuch Prifoners lye together in one bed, then two- 
pence each — — — 
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£. s. 

U any fuch Prifoncr through poverty can only provide a T 

couchy then to the faid Gaoler or Keeper fos^ chamber ^ o : o 

rent per wai — “ J 


D. 


Seen and allowed 
By us 


A. Onslow 
W** JOLIFFE 
Haymono. 


N. Herdidgs 


COUNTY' BRIDEWELLS. 


St. GEORGE’S FIELDS. Burtr 1771. Separate wards and 
court-yards for men and women. In the men’s ward, two 
rooms, and a work-Ihop, which is about twenty feet fquare, 
below i juid three rooms above : in one of thelc arc beds at 
two Ihillings and fix-pence a week. The wot^'.cn’s ward has, 
below, one room, and a work-lhop, which is about twenty 
feet fquare j and three rooms above : in one of them beds at 
two Ihillings, and fix-pence a week. Thlfre is a feparate room 
for faulty apprentices. All the rooms are planked. Window- 
Ihutters, and iron bars; no glafs. There is no Infirmary. 
In March 1776 I faw feveral fick on the floors: the County 
allows no bedding nor ftraw. In April only one fick, on a bed 
which he paid for. In December a woman fick on the floor. 
The rooms are dirty : in two or three of them were fowls. 
Prifoners allowance three halfpence a day in bread (weight 
Dec, 1776, 17 ounces). No firing. I did not fee any at work. 
Keeper a Sheriff’s Officer; Salary ^25; Licence for Beer. 

The 
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The Claules of the Aft againit Spirituous Liquors, and the 
Aft for preferving the health of Prifoners, are both hung up. 

1776, March 14, prifoners 25, 

April 30, - - - 24, 

Dec. *25, . - - 29. 

Of the twenty-nine Prifoners at the laft date, were, four 
women lentenced for ten years, one woman for three years, 
three men for three years, four men for two years, three men 
for one year. 

In the men’s court is a board, on which is painted as 
follows : 

FEES to be taken by the Keeper of this Prifon. 

£. S. D. 

On every Prifoncr for Ward Dues ~ — 0:0:2 

On the difeharge of every Prifoncr committed ■— 0:4:2 

Prifoners brought in by a Juftice’s Warrant and difeharged 0:2:6 

NO Garnith to be taken from one Prifoncr to another by Order 
• of the Keeper. 

N. B. This Prohibition is difregarded. 

KINGSTON UPON Thames. This Bridewell, built in 1775, 
has a houfe for the Keeper ; and feparate wards (quite 
diftinft buildings) for men and women : with feparate courts, 
work-lhops, pumps, &c. Each ward has two lower rooms ; 
three fteps above the ground ; and two chambers. The men’s 
rooms are near levcnteen feet by fourteen, and full nine high : 
the women’s, about fifteen feet fquare, and nine high. Every 
room planked all round ; a chimney in each ; and two win- 
dows, with fliuttcrs, and iron bars i no glafs. — The men’s 

court- 
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SURRY. 

court-yard fifty-eight feet by fifty : the women’s, forty-five by* 
thirty-five. Prifoners pay a fliilling^ entrance for the ufe of 
them. There is alfo a room built quite fcparate for faulty 
apprentices j about eight feet by eleven, and full eight high ; 
it has a fire-place. 

It is pity that to a Prifon in other refpefts fo commodious, 
the Gentlemen did not add an infirmary. Ufing any of the 
rooms for that purpofe, will not prevent the communication of 

Small-Pox &c. < 

<• 

County allowance to Prifoners a three halfpenny loaf a day 
( weight 14/0 15 ounces). No bedding. They w'cre at work. 
The Keeper has the profit of it j a Salaiy of/,' 25; and Fees 
jfo : 3 ; 4 : no Table. — Claufes of Ad againfl: Spirituous Li- 
quors not hung up. 

One of the Prifoners who w'as committed for baftardy, 
and not finding fureties, had been fent back hither, from the 
preceding Quarter Sefllons at Ryegate ■, where there is no 
Prifon. I had heard of the hardlhips fufiered by Prifoners 
when conveyed for trial to fuch towns and inquired of this 
man, what was his fituation at Ryegate. He faid that “ he 
“ and fifteen others were confined there two or three days in a 
“ very fmall room ; and almofl: fufFocated.” The Keeper who 
was prefent confirmed the fad. 

Quarter sessions are held Lady-Day at Ryegate, Mid- 
fummer at Guildfordy Michaelmas at Kingfiott) Chriftmas at 
<S 7 . Margaret's Hill. 


1776, April Prifoners 4. 



Home Circuit. SURRY 


239 




At KINGSTON there is alfo the 

TOWN GAOL. It contains two lower rooms, and three 
chambers ; the cielings very low. A court-yard } not 
fecure. The rooms afre dirty and at laft Aflize were 

full of Prifoners. Gaoler keeps a public houfe 

No Salary. — Claufes of Ad: againft SpiritucAis Liquors 
not hung up. 

1776, April 26, Prifoners, none. 


In the I’own Hall there is a table of gaoler’s 
FEES, and various other fees. It is dated xoth Decern^* 
160J ; and confirmed by the High Steward of the 
Town, the King’s Attorney General Steward of the 
Court, the two Bailiffs, the Recorder See. 


jC- s. d. 


For every one arrefted wanting furetlcs and fent to 

For every one fent to ward upon commandement or 
arrcflcd for a trifle or being very poor not above 
For the Fee of the Irons of every one committed for 
Felony or fufpicion of Felony or for any other 
heinous crime — — 


} 

} 


1 


0:2:0 

0:0:8 


0:2:0 


I AM tempted to tranferibe many more articles of 
this curious ancient Table : I cannot omit the two or 


three following. 


f. S. D. 


For arrefting any Freeman of this Town Inhabitant 
within the Watch — — 

For the Attorney's Fee upon evidence delivering to 
a Jury, when there is no other Counfcll 
Every Counfcller’s Fee in this Court 


o 


o 


: 0 : 


: 2 : 


6 

6 


0:6:8 

GUILDFORD 
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GUILDFORD BRIDEWELL has four rooms, befides the 
Infirmary (lately a ftable), and the .condemned room. Yet 
when the Aflize is held here, and Prilbners are brought from 
. Soutbwarki it is much crowded. A court-yard, for the ufc of 

4 

which every Prifoner pays Entrance-money one Ihilling. No 
fewer. Two rooms have in the roof an iron-grated lattice, 
about five feet by four, and an open turret above; very ufeful 
for frelhening thofe rooms. Allowance a threepenny loaf every 
other day (weight Feb. 1776, two pounds). No bedding nor 
ftraw. — I did not fee any at work. — Keeper’s Salary : 
Fees ; 3 : 4 : np Table. The Claufes of the Aft againll 
Spirituous Liquors are hung up. 

1773, Dec. 17, Prifoncrs 6. 

1776, Feb. 24, - - - 6. 


COUNTY 
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. COUNTY GAOL at AYLESBURY. 

GAOLER, Thomas Smith. 

Salary, none. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, Debtors, : 15 : 10. 

Felons, o : 18 : 4. 

Tranf^orts, - (See Remarks.) 

Licenfe, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, ( See Remarks.) 

Garnilh, Debtors, : 8 : o. 

Felons, o : a : 6. 

Number of , - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1773, Nov. 27, 6 - - 17, 

1774, Nov. I a, 4 - - 8, 

1776, Jan. 3, 10 - - 10. 

Nov. 2, 7 - - 13, 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Hopkins. 

Duty— Sunday. 

Salary, ^^40. 

SURGEON, Mr. Ludgate. 

Salary, ^ao for Debtors, Felons, and the Bridewell. 

ONE Court-yard. A hall for ; and fundry rooms for the Remarks. 

Mafter’s-fide ; but no free ward. In the Felon’s day-room is .an oven 
for purifying the cloaihs. A feparate room, or two for Women- 

I i Felons. 
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Felons. Two condemned Rooms. In the interval of my firft and 
iecond vifit fix or feven died of the Gaol-Diftcmper. At my laft 
vifits, after the appointing Mr. Ludgate; all the Prifoners were, 
. well. No Infirmary. -No Chapel : Divine Service is performed in 
the .Shire-hall, which joins to^ the Prifon. No Table of Fees. 
Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

Mr. Sa^ith contracts to fupply Debtors and Felons with a pound 
of bread a^day, and two hot dinners a week; and to convey Tranf- 
ports to London; for £jq a year. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at AYLESBURY. 

The two work roorrts, and the lodging rooms^ are fmall : one of 
the latter only 54 - feet by 4, and 6 feet high. A court in front only 
8 feet wide, lately enclofed from the fpacious Court-yard (rf" the 
Keeper behind the County Gaol. Mr. Smith (the County Gaoler) is 
Keeper; falary;^30. He puts in a Deputy, who lerves for living 
rent free. Prifoners allowance one pound of bread a day. 

1774, Nov. 12, Prifoners a. 

1776, Jan. J, - - 3. 

Nov. 3, > - 1. 


COUNT^ 
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COUNTY GAOL at BEDFORD. 


GAOLER, Thomas Howard. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, ? /q . . 

Felons, 5 ' *7 • 4 * 

Traniports, If only one ^6 : 

two, each. 
Licence, for Beer. 


if two, £5 each: all above 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, two quartern-loaves a week each. 

Felons, two halfpeck-loavcs a week each. 
Garnilh, Debtors, ; 5 ; o. 

Number of* - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

»773» - - 5 to 10, 6 to 9, 

*776, Feb. la, 8, - - 5. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Uoyd. 

Duty — Sunday and Thurfday. 

Salary, ^zo. 

SURGEON, Mr. Gadfly. 

Salary, for the Gaol and Bridewell. 


IN this Prifon there is a day-room for Debtors, which is 
ufed as a Chapel, and three or four lodging-rooms; for Felons, 
two day -rooms, one for men, the other for women, without 
^re- places : two dungeons, down eleven fteps, and often 

I i 2 very 
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very damp. The ftraw, for which the County allows the Gaoler 
a year, is not on the floors, but on frames or bcdfteads. On ap- 
plication, the Juftices allow in winter coals both to Felons and 
Debtors. The court-yard is common to both, and fmall. No 
apartments for the Gaoler. ‘ 

Cx-AUSES of the Aft againft Spirituous Liquors ai'c not hung up. 
When I wds Sheriffi I was culpably ignorant of that Aft. No In- 
firmary. About twenty years ago the Gaol-Fever was in this Prifon : 
fome died there, and many in the town 5 among witom was Mr. 
Daniel the Surgeon, who attended the Prifoners. His Succcflbr, 
Mr. Gadjly, judicioufly changed the medicines from Sudorifics (ge- 
nerally ufed before) to Bark and Cordials: and a Sail- Ventilator 
being foon after put up, the Gaol has been free from the Fever 
almoft ever fince. 

FEES on a printed paper, figned by the late Gaoler, as follows : 

ALL Perfons that come to this place, either by warrant, commitment, 
or verbally 5 mull pay before difcharg’d, fifteen Ihillings and four 
pence, to the Gaoler, and two Ihillings to the Turnkey. 

T. Richardson. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at BEDFORD, 

r 

Consists of three rooms on the ground-floor: no fire-place : a 
fmall court-yard: no water acceflible to the Prifoners. — : Keeper’s 
Salary ,^30 : no Fees. 

1776, Feb. 13, Prifoners 3. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at HUNTINGDON. 

GAOLER, Henry BlanCy now Robert Nunn. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, : 12 : 6. 

Felons, o : 15 : 10. 

Tranlports, If only one j^i2; .if more, ,^9 each: he 
paying the Clerk of Aflize a guinea for each. 
Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, four halfquartcrn-loaves a week. 
Garnifli, Debtors, : a : 6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c, 

1773, Nov. 5, 7 - - 4, 

1^774, Jan. 29, 7 - " 3> 

1775, Nov. 9, 4 “ - 5 > 

1776, Sep. 27, 3 - ~ 6. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Brock. Now no Chaplain, ( vb'tv Remarks.) 
SURGEON, Mr. Hunt. 

Salary, £s '• 5 

THIS GAOL is alfo the county bridewell and town G.\or.. 

For Debtors, a day-room or kitchen j and over it a large lodging- 
^oom. Near it is a day-room for Felons : and down nine llcps a 

duii.Q-coa 
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dungeon for Men-felons ; in which is a fmall condemned room. In 
another place, down fcven fteps, is a dungeon for Women-felons : 
the floor of it level with the court-yard: in which is the Bildcwell. • 

This has two rooms below for men ; and two above for women. 

« 

The Prifon is too fmall; but I*always found the whole jf it re- 
markably clean. Clauies of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not 
hungup. ‘No Infirmary. Mr. Nunn’s Salary for the Bridewell is 
jf 24 ; 16 : o, for the Town Gaol £3 . — Straw £4 : 16 : o a year. 

I WAS forty to hear at my laft vifit that M*-. Brock, the late 
Chaplain, who officiated very conftantly twice a week, and had a 
Salary of 20, was diftnifled. He would have continued his at- 
tendance, without the Salary j but an order was made exprefsly for 
bidding it. 


TABLE OF FEE'S. 


Huntingdonjhire. A Table of the ancient accuftomed Fees 
XjL demanded taken and received time imme- 
morial by the Gaoler for the time being of his Majefly’s Gaol in the 
Town of Huntingdon and for the County of Huntingdon as well for 
Civil Prifoners as Criminal Prifoners. . 


For the Oirmiinon Fee for each Debtor to the Keeper 
For the like to the Turnkey — - — - 

For Debtors bed per tveek — » <— • 

For bed per week if two Debtor* lye together — 


1 . S.‘ D. 
•— o : 10 : o 

— • o : a : 6 

— o : a : 4 

— o ; 3:6 
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As to Criminal Prifoners, 

For the Dlfmiffion Fee of each Criminal Prifoner difeharged 
out of cuftody, either by the hjagillrates, or by the 
Courts of Affize or Seffions ~ — 

.'or the like to the Turnkey — —0:2:6 

For hed per week each Fine Trefpafs or Felon — 0:3:6 

For bed per •week if two lye together — * — 0:4:8 


} 


£. S. D. 
° ■ « 3 .-- 4 * 


Rober't Numm 

Keeper of the County Gaol of 
Huntingdonlhire 

Oft. 14. 1774. 


There is a Vafure, which cancels the name of the former Gaoler 
Henry Blane, and the date when he figned. 


COUNTY 
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Remarks. 


COUNTY GAOL, CAMBRIDGE CASTLE. 


GAOLER, Simeon Saunders. 

Salary, ,^12 : 14 : o. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 14 : 8. 

Fdons, O : lO : 8. 

Tranfports, 6 : o each: he paying the Clerk 

of Aflize I : i : o for each. 

Licence, for Beef. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, two-pence a day. 

Garnilh, j^o : i : o. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c, 

1773, Nov. 4, - 8 - - 2,^ 

1774, Dec. 13, - 6 - - 4> 

1776, Feb. 9, - 8 - - 6, 

Sep. 27, - 10 - - o. 

chaplain. None. 

SURGEON, Mr. Prince. 

Salary, none ■, he makes a Bill. 


THE PRISON is the Gate of the old Caftlc. Below arc two 
llrong rooms ; one for Men-fclons, the other for Women. You 
up twenty-two ftone fteps outfide to the Debtors apartments. On 
the firft floor is a room for the Turnkey} a large kitchen; arid 

• two 
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two or three other rooms. Above them are three rooms and a con- 
demned room. All the^ rooms are fizeable, but not very fecurc : a 
Prifoner efcaped lately. — Claufes of Aft againfl: Spirituous Liquors 
hung up, by a written Order of Thomas Cockran, Efq. Sheriff. — 
Straw twenty (hillings a year. — Tlfe Caftle-yard is fpadous, but not 
fafe ; and Prifoners have not the ufe of it. In it is «-he Gallows. 

Debtors have fome fmall relief from a Legacy, paid by St. John’s 
and Sidney Colleges : and twenty (hillings a year, dedufting Land- 

tax, from an .Eftate at Croxton in this County, No Memorial of 

% 

cither in the Prifon. 


Cambrtdgejhire. / i ' HE General Quarter Seffions of the Peace— 
JL held at the Shire Hall in Cambridge — the 1 9th 
—of April in the 5th year — of Geo III — 1765 Before Edward Leeds 
Hale JVortham and IV” Howell Even Efq" Juftices &c. 

A TABLE OF FEES 


Settled — purfuant to a late Aft — palled in the ad — of George II 
Intituled, An Aft for the Relief of Infolvent Debtors &c. — to be 
hung up publickly in the Prifon of the Caftle of Cambridge. 


C. s. D. 


To the Gaoler for the Commitment Fee to be paid at the 9 
time of Commitment, only — — J 

To’the Gaoler for the difeharge of every Prifoner to be paid 0 
at the time of his difeharge, only — 5 

To the Sheriff for the difeharge of every Prifoner to be paid •j 
on fuch difeharge , — j 

To be paid for the weekly rent of an entire chamber, with - 
one bed only, and clean linnen 


0 : 5 
0:5: 4- 

0:2:0 


K k 


And 



250 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE. Norfolk Circuit. 


C s. D. 


And in cafe more Prifonersareput into a room, fo that there ■ 
is occafion for more beds in the fame chamber. Then 
there fhall be paid for .the ofe of the chamber, and of ^ 
every bed and linncn and cloaths belonging to it the 
fum of — . — - 


Edw® Leeds 
Hale Wortham 
W“ H Ewen. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at CAMBRIDGE 

Is in the Caftle-yard j and joins to the Gaoler’s houfe. It has a 
large work room (in which was a quantity of hemp) and a dark room 
adjoining. Above, is a room with three cages or lodging rooms. 
Mr. Saunders the County Gaoler is Keeper ; Salary 

1774, Dec. 13, Prifoners 4, 

1776, Feb. 9, - - - 6, 

Sep. 27, - - - !• 

’There are alfo at CAMBRIDGE the 
TOWN GAOL. 

Below is a room for criminals, the Hole ; about twenty-one feet 
by fwen. The Prifoncr, whom I faw there laft, was a mifcrable ob- 
jeft : he had been confined fevcral weeks : no allowance. 

Above are feveral rooms for Debtors and one for Criminals, the/ 
Cage. No Court-yard ; no water acceflible to Prifoners. Gaoler nq 

Salary : 
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Salary : Commitment Fee : 6 ; 8, per Table dated 17th Jan. 
1765. Licence for Beer.« 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Dec. 13, a - - 3, 

1776, Feb. 9, a - - o, 

Sep. a8, I - - I. 

TOWN BRIDEWELL. 

On the grcgnnd-floor, one room for men, twenty-one feet by fix : 
and two lodging-rooms for women ; each nine feet by five. In thefe 
are lately put bedfteads for ftraw or coverlids : fo that Prifoners do 
not now deep on the ground. — Above is a large work-room for 
women : no fire-place. 

There is a fmall court-yard j of no ufe to the Prilbners, becaufe 
not fecure. No water : no fewer. The whole Prifon out of repair. 

College, or Vite-Chancellor Prifoners, have four-pence on 
Sunday, to prevent the neceflity of their working on that day as 
formerly. Thofe of them that are ill are properly attended, and 
have three-pence a day. No allowance of bread for Town Prifoners. 
Keeper’s Salary £jo : no Fees. Straw i ; i ; o a year. 

The Bridewell ftands in the back yard of the Keeper’s houfe ; 
which was bought and endowed for the encouragement of wool- . 
combers and fplnners of this town. The bafis of the Inftitution was 
a Legacy of the famous Carrier ‘Thomas Hobjon. To anfwer the in- 
tention, the Keeper appointed is a Clothier ; he employs not only 
feveral hands upon the Foundation of the Charity, but many others \ 

^ among them his Prifoners. 

1774, Dec. 13, Prifoners 3. 

1776, Sep. a8, - - - 7. 

Kk 2 


2 
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ELY GAOL. 

GAOLER, John Allday. * 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, : 15 j. 

Felons, o : 13 4. 

Tranfports, each. 

Licence, for Beer*. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 7 
Felons, 5 

Garnilh, ,^0:1: 4. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


1774, Jan. 30, 6 o, « 

Dec. 13, I 2, 

1776, Feb. 9, 1 1 3, 

Sep. 28, 7 I. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None* 


THIS GAOL, the property of the Bifliop, who is Lord of the 
Franchife of the Ifle of Ely, was in part rebuilt by the late Bilhop 
about ten years ago j upon complaint of the cruel method * whicli, 
for Want of a fafe Gaol, the Keeper took to fecure his Prifoners. 

For^ 

* This wu by chaining them down on their backs upon a floor, acrofs which 
were feveral iron bars ; with an iron collar with fpikes about their necks, and a 
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For Mafter’s-fide Debtors three rooms up flairs : a room on the 
fame floor for condemned Felons. Below flairs is the Felons day- 
room; and their cell or night-room, with a window about a foot 
fquare. There is a court-yard for Felons, with an offenfivc f^wer. 
No water. — For Debtors a court-yard with a pump ; but no free 
ward. No Infirmary. No flraw. Claufes of the againfl Spi- 
rituous Liquors not hung up. Keeper a Sheriff’s Officer for the 
Ifle, and for the County of Cambridge. No Table of Fees. 

Assize in this Ifle, of late, twice a year, viz. Lent at Ely, 
Summer at IViJbeach. 

B R I D E W E* L L S. 

ELY. One room below for men; and two above for women. The 
yard not fecure; and Prifoners always locked up within doors. 
In February 1776, a woman fick : no Apothecary. — No al- 
lowance ; buf twenty fhillings a year for flraw. — Keeper’s 
Salary ^^lo. 

• i774> Dec. 13, Prifoners 2, 

1776, Feb. 9, - - - 3. 

Sep. 28, - - - I. 

WISBEACH. Two or three rooms. No court-yard. No water. 
Allowance a penny a day ; and flraw twenty fhillings a year.- 
Kecper’s Salary £16: no Fees. — This Prifon might be im- 
ptoved on the Keeper’s Garden. 

1776, Feb. 3, Prifoners 2. 


Vhcavy iron bar over their legs. An excellent Magiftrate, Jamts Colljtr, Efq. pre- 
tnted an account of the cafe, accompanied with a drawing, to the King ; with 
Which his Majcfty was much affefted, and gave immediate orders for a proper inquiry 
and redrefs. ' 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL, NORWICH CASTLE. 
GAOLER, George Gynne. 

Salary, none: he pays the Under Sheriff : lo : o 
per annum. 

Fees, Debtors, £o i 7:8, 

Felons, o ; 13 : 4* 

Tranfports, jCS **• *5 • ^ 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, ^ a two-penny loaf each /er day 

Felons, 3 * 774 * ounces )i and every 

. week in common a ftone of cheefe ; 
in winter twelye bulhcls of coals, 
in fummer fix bufhels. 

Gamifh, Debtors, : 5 : o. 

Felons, 0:1: o. 


Number of - - Debtors. 

Felons &:c. 

1774, Feb. I, 30 - 

- i 4 > 

■ Dec. 10, 16 - 

- * 5 * 

1776, Feb. 5, 29 - 

- 16, 

Nov. 17, 18 - 

- 32. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. fFU/tns. 


Duty— Friday. 


Salary, £^o. 


SURGEON, Mr. Palgrave. 


Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 



NORWICH 
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NORFOLK. 


NORWICH 


CASTLE 


IS SITUATED on the fummit of a hilf. That part which is called Rt.".\RKs, 
the Upper Gaol has ten rooms fo? Mafter’s-fide Debtors ; and Leads 
for them to walk on. — The Low Gaol has feveral rooms for Debtors, 

Felons &c. — A fmall area in the middle of the Gaol, in which arc 
lately made fome improvements ; fuch as a pump, a convenient 
bath, and fome rooms over it. There is a dungeon down a ladder 
of eight fteps, for Men-felons ; in which* is often an inch or two of 
water : and a fmall room for Women-felons ; which keeps them 
always feparate from the men, except wJien delicacy would mofl: of 
all require it. There are two airy rooms for the fick : fo diftinifl 
from the reft of the Prilbn, that there is no danger of Ipreading any 
infection from thence. The Gaoler is humane, and refpedtcd by his 
Prilbners. Thefe, Felons as well as Debtors, fell at the grates of 
their feparate day-rooms, laces, purfes, nets &c. of their own 
making. 

A NURSE or Matron to attend the fick; and provide for them, 
when the Surgeon orders it, broth, gruel, milk-pottage and extra- 
firing. — She orders the ftraw, which is not farmed, but paid for per 
load by the County. — It is alfo her bufinels to fee that the Prilbners 
be duly ferved with their allowance of bread, which is remarkably 
good. At Lent Aflize Prilbners arc moved from hence to Tbetfordi 
and put^ into a dungeon wliich is deferibed in that place. 

Mrs. Frances Kempe formerly bequeathed certain Charities to 
the Poor of Norwich and lleyden ; and a Stipend for preaching three 
v^Sermons a year. For Payment, fhe bound an eftate in Heyden left her 
by her father John Mingay, Efq. — Among the Charities were fome to 

Prilbners in this Caftle, .and in the City Gaol. Thefe have for many 

years 


Oi 
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years paft received nothing j although the Legacies are paid to the 
other Objedls. 


TABLE 


O F 
€ 


FEES. 


Norfolk. A Table of the Rates Fees and Allowances to be— 
jlJL taken by every ' Gaoler or Keeper of any Gadl or 
Prifon voitbin the faid County — fettled — at the General Quarter 
Scfllon — holden by Adjournment at the Caftle of Norwich — 31 July 
—3d of George II — 1729 — iu purfuance — of a late A£l — for Relief 
of Debtors &c. 


That is to fay 




For the commitment or coming into Gaol of any PrifoncrT ^ 

for Debt — — — 5 

For chamber rent where the Gaoler finds bedding and lin- 

nen, and a Prifoner hath a bed to him or herfelf, r o 
ptr week — — ^ ^ J 

Where there are two in a bed not exceeding per week — o 

Where there are three in a bed not exceeding per week^ ^ 
each Prifoner — — — 5 

For the Difcharge of thoft in Execution — — o 

For the Difcharge of thofc upon Outlawry — — o 

For the Difcharge of thofc upon Common Procefi — o 


s. 

s 


D. 


6 

6 

4 

4 

8 


WE his Jullices of the Peace— -have hereunto fet our 

hands — the day and year above written 
31 July 1729 Wi Bacon 

Confirmed by us Edm'^ Bacon 

James Reynolds Tom. Turner 

W" Branthwayte Miles Branthwavte 

R. Bacon ^ 

Miles Branthwayte 


NORWICH 
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NORWICH CITY AND COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, Benjamin Fakenbapf. 

Salary, none : he pays the Under-SherifF /;40 a year. 

Fees, Debtors, i 6 : 8, 

Felons, o : 13 : 4. 

Tranfports, : 5 : o each. 

Liceilce, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, "> a two-p*enny loaf each, lately 
Felons, 5 reduced to a penny loaf. 


Garnilh, 

£0 : 1 

[ : 

0. 


Number of 

- 


Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

* 774 s. 

Feb. 

1, 

52 - 

- 7 » 

— 

Dec. 

10, 

17 - 

- 5. 

*776, 

Feb. 

s. 

3 » - 

- *7. 

• 

Nov. 

• 7 > 

11 - 

- 10. 

CHAPLAIN, 

Rev. Mr. 

Buckle. 



Duty — Prayers, once a fortnight; Sermon one Tuefda) 

in a month. 

Salary, £20. 

SURGEON, Mr. Matchett. 

• Salary, £S ' S ■ ^ Debtors and Felons. 

ONLY one court-yard. Many rooms for Mafter’s-fide Debtors. Remarks. 
Pne room for Common-fide Debtors, who are Freemen. There is 
no room for thofe who are not free, but the Felons day-room ; whiclr 

LI is 
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NORWICH, is under the other, and down thirteen Heps. The Felons’ dungeons, 
or night-rooms, are down eleven fteps : one of them quite dark ; 
the other almoft ib. The Women’s dungeon down ten fteps, has a • 
fire-place : but at my two laft vifits they had another night-room, 
about ten feet and a half by five add a half, and but five feet high. 
Straw only i : i : o a year. — The Keeper’s ftable adjoining to the 
laft room. Would make the women a good feparate day-room. 

Many alterations are lately made for the better. The court is 
now paved ; and fome old fheds, that were in it, arc taken down. 
Three night-rooms or cells for Felons, about three feet below the 
ground, eight feet fquare^ planked all over. A bath : and over it 
two rooms for Debtors. Over them two airy rooms for tlie lick ; 
eacli twenty-two feet by fixteen, near twelve feet high. 

Gaol-delivery once a year. 


TABLE OF FEES. 

Gty 0^ Norwich and t T the General Quarter Se/Tlon — 

County of the fame City, j jL\. holden at the Guild Hall — 5 th 
Odober in jjd year — of George II — and— adjourned to the 16 th— 
of -the fame Oiftober — before Nockold fomyjon Efq. ybi'jox—Ed-joard 
Bacon Efq. Recorder — Robert Marj}}YSc\. Sic.&cc . — Juftices of— the 
Peace — It is Ordered by this Court in purfuance of an A 61 :— for Relief 
of Debtors— That the feveral Fees — hereunder written, and no other 
or greater fums — ftiall be — taken by any Gaoler or Keeper of any — 
Prifon within the — City of Norwich — 

(That is to fay) 


For 
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£. S. D. 

For the commitment or coming into Gaol of any Prifoncr 
for debt — — . — 

For chamber rent where the Gaoler finds bedding and 

linnen where a Prifoner has a bed to iiimfelf or herfelf, ^ o : i ; o 
by the week — — j 

Where there are two in a bed not exceeding by the week each 0:0:9 

Where there are three in a bed not exceeding by the week eacn o o : 8 

For the difeharge of thofe in Exteution — 0:5:4 

For the difeharge of tJtofe upon Outla’wry — 0:5:4 

For the difeharge of thofe upon Common Proctfi — 0:3:4 


3 : + 


We his Majefly’s Juftices of the Peace — for the faid City of 
Norwich have hereunto — fet our hands — 


Confirmed and allowed at the 
AlTize and general Gaol Deli- 
very of our Lord the King 
held in and for the City of 
Norwich and County of the 
fame City The twenty ninth 
day of July One Tkoufand 
Seven Hundred and Sixty Byus 

T: PARKER 
T: DENISON. 


Nockold Tompson Mayor 
Ed. Bacon 
John Nuthall 
J. Spurrell 
Peter Columbine 
Jerem Ives. 


LI 2 NORWICH 
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NORWICH CITY BRIDEWELL. 

Apartments convenient, and'kept clean. A yai-d and pump. 

1774, Dec. 10, Prifoners 3, 

1776, Feb. 5, - - - 5. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

SWAFFHAM. Small court-yard. No water. OfFenfive fewers. 
A large garden or field for the Keeper. Prifoners always 
locked up : one lunatic. Claufes of A6l againft Spirituous 
Liquors hung up. 

1774, Dec. II, Prifoners 7, 

1776, Feb. 3, - - - 5. 

WYMUNDHAM. A large day-room: with three clofets on 

one fide of it, for night-rooms ; about fix feet by four. A 

Prifoner complained to me of being obliged to lie in one of 

thefe clofets, with two boys who had a cutaneous diforder. 

# 

There is another room for women, and a dark dungeon down 
eight fteps with the ftocks in it. No Prifoners fleep there. 
Neither the rooms nor the fpacious yard fecure. Prifoners in 
tliis Bridewell are not only confined within doors, but always 
in irons. Keeper’s Salary ^16: no Fees. Allowance to thofe 

fufpeded 
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fufpe(fled of Felony, four-pence a day. Straw ten /hillings a 
year. Claufes of A( 5 t againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

1776, Nov. 17, Prif9ners 5. 

THETFORD TOWN GAOL 

Is alfo the Town Bridewell. The ground-floor for tlie Keeper. 
.On the firfl: ftory, are four rooms for Debtors ; and two for Delin- 
quents. For Felons a Dungeon down a ladder of ten fteps ; eighteen 
feet by nine and a half, and nine feel high : a window about eighteen 
inches by twelve*: another window abou( two feet Iquare, lately 
opened into the paflage. 

At Aflize once a year from fixteen to twenty Pri loners brought hither 
from Norwich Cajlle are confined in this dungeon, men and women 
together, four or five nights. Court-yard not fecure. No water. 
Keeper no Salary. No Fees : only the Houfe to live in. 

1774, Dec. 9, Prifoner i, 

• 1776, Nov. i 5 , - - - None. 

YARMOUTH 

TOWN GAOL. Besides the Gaoler’s houle, in which are rooms 
for Mafter’s-fide Debtors, there are for Felons, a day-room, 
and court-yard, both too dole } and two lodging-rooms for 
luch as pay for them : two dungeons or night-rooms down a 
ladder of ten fteps, one for men, the other for women. Al- 
lowance a penny loaf a day ( weight in Feb. 1776, 13 ounces) : 
four chaldron of coals a year. They fend out a begging-balket 
three times a week, — Gaoler’s Salary j ; Fees ^0:6:8: 

no 
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no Table. Claufes of Ad againft Spirituous Liquors not 
hung up. 

c 

1776, Feb.^6^ Debtors 6, Felons &c. 14. 


YARMOUTH 

TOWN BRIDEWELL. In the Work-houfe ,Yard. Four 
rooms; a fire-placd in one of them. No water. Court of 
Confcience Debtors confined here, and difeharged in three 
months. 

1776, Feb. 6, Prifoners, none. 


LYNN R E G I s ' 

TOWN GAOL. The rooms arc ‘convenient, and kept clean. 
Straw and two coverlids ; court-yard finall. Gaoler’s Salary 
£ii'. Fees, Debtors : 3 : 4, Felons £0:^:0, pr Table 
figned by. the Mayor dated 1729. 

1774, Dec. II, Debtor 1. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at. IPSWICH. 

GAOLER, Rotvland Baker, now John Rifjhaw. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, 1 ^ » 

... \ Lo : 10 : S. 

cions, j 

Tranfports, : 6 : o each; he* paying Clerk of Afilze 

/ 1 : I : o for each. 

Licenle, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, two-pence a day in bread (weight 

* 

• in Dec. ly] 4, iZ jounces). 

Garnilli, Debtors, £0 : 2 : 6 . 

Felons, o : 1:0. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


1774, 

Feb. 

3 > 

22 - 

- I 4 » 

— 

Dec. 

7 . 

H - 

- s> 


Feb. 

7 > 

29 - 

f 

M 

— 

Nov. 

18, 

15 - 

- 6 . 

CHAPLAIN, 

Rev. Mr. Br 

ome. 



fluty— -Sunday and Friday. (See Remarks.) 
Salary, £$0. 

SURGEON 

Salary, ^^40 for Debtors and Felons. 


' IPSWTCFT. 
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Remarks. 


S U F P O L K. Norfolk Circuit. 
IPSWICH. 

f 

THIS, is alfo the tow gaol: yet only one court yard. — For 
Debtors, a kitchen, or day-rooni; and fevcral chambers: one of 
thefe is lately made a free ward. — For Felons a day-room : and for 
the men ^ ftrong night-room j with beds excellently contrived for 
clcanlinefs and health. Each Prifoner has a crib-bedftead, ten or 
twelve inches high j the head raifed a few inches j ftrong feet, low 
fides. Thefe keep as diftinft as poffible Prifoners who fleep in the 
fame room j and are eafily moved when the ward is to be waflied. 
The County allows to <ach crib a ftraw bed, and a blanket. — The 
women have no feparate day-room : and their ward, or night-room, 
has no fire-place. — One of the two drinking-rooms is called the 
Camijh-room. — Two rooms for the fickj not diftinft enough from 
the reft. It is not widiout reluftance that I add, the fick in Februaiy 
1776 complained to me of being negledbed by the Surgeon. At my 
laft vifit, none fick. — Debtors fell at the front grate garters, purfes 
&c. of their own making. 

A NEAT Chapel lately built. Mr. Bromct the Chaplain, does not 
content hiiT>felf with the regular and punftual performance of his 
ftated Duty » He is a Friend to the Prifoners on all occafions. 

.Assize always at Bury: no allowance for conveying Prifoners 
thither. Keeper a Sheriff’s Officer. 

Debtors have on Sunday from a Legacy of Mr. John Pemberton^ 
each one pound and a half of beef for broth, a penny loaf and a pint 
of ale. From another Legacy the Town fupplics them with five 
chaldron of coals yearly. No Memorial in the Gaol. 


Suffolk^ 
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TABLE OF FEES, 

Suffolk, A T the General Quarter SefCons — holden by Adjourn- 
to wit, xjL ment at Bury St. Edmunds— 2 ift — July — 17291 A 
Table of Fees Settled by the Juftices of the faid Divifion — purfuant to 
a late A6t — for the Relief of Debtors &c. at tnc AfiSze for the 
County oi Suffolk — at Bury St. Edmunds the 24th— of July 1729. 


c S. D. 

To the Galler for the Commitment Fee and difeharge of 1 

^ > 0 : 12 : 8 

every Frifoncr — —.3 

Out of which is to be paid to the Sheriff 

^ — 0 : 2:0 

To the Offeer — — 

•— 0 : 2:0 

For the rent of every chamber weekly 

0 

1 

Jasper Cullum 

Jermyn Davers 

G. Golding 

M. Shelton. 


I HAVE reviewed *this Table of Fees and do think proper to mode- 
rate and reduce the fame to * (hillings and eight pence by difal- 
lowing the two (hillings to be paid to the Officer and deducing 
fix pence per week out of the Chamber Rent 

THO. PENGELLY. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

IPSWJCH. On the ground-floor is a work-lhop ; and a night- 
room for men : up flairs a night-room for women. None of 
them, nor the court-yard fecure. Claules of A(Ek agunfl Spiri- 
tuous Liquors not hv;»g up. Keeper’s Salary ,^17. No Fees. 


• Erafed. 
M m 


Prifoners, 
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BRIOE- 
WELL S. 


S U F F^O L K, Norfolk ClftcuiT. 

Prifoners, no allowance : and but half the produce of their 
labour. 

1774, Dec. 8, Prifoners i, 

1776, P*eb. 7, - ~ - 3, 

Nov. lU, - - -7- 

WOODBRIGE. Two dirty rooms. No chimney in tliat of the 
women. Noftraw: no water. Yard fmall and notfafe; may 
be enlarged out of the Keeper’s Garden. His Salary £ 1 ^. 
Prifoners allowance two-pence a day : I faw none at work, 
AVhen they work they have half the profit. No firing. One 
fick in bed. — Claufes of Aft againil Spirituous Liquors not 
hung up. 

1776, Feb. 7, Prifoners 9. 

BECCLES. A ROOM on the grou nd- floor ; and a dungeon fcven 
fteps under ground. Keeper’s Salary 1 1 ; lo-: o. Fees /^o : 6 : 8 : 
No table. Allowance a twopenny loaf a day. Tliirty fliil lings 
a year for ftraw. a year for coals. When Prifoners work 
they have half the profit. 

1776, Feb, 6 , Prifoners 3, 

LA VENHAM, a work-room below : a chamber for men, ano- 
, ther for women : none of them fecure. Prifoners always kept 
within doors, and a padlock on each. A court-yard : no water. 
Keeper’s Salary 1 5 : 14 : 8. No Fees. '1 he Prifoners were 
fpinning, 

« . 1776, Nov. 18, Prifoners 2 Men. 

CLARE. A WORK-ROOM. Two lodging-rooms with boarded bed 
Heads. No c^imnics. Windows clofc glazed ■, and the work- 


room 
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room made offcnfive by a clofct in it. Court-yard not fccurc ; 
and Priibners have no accefs to the well of fine water. The 
Prifon walls arc clayj and the whole of it is out of repair: the 
Prifoner, a Woman, at work, in irons. No allowance. 
Keeper a Maniifadlurer ; Salary ,^13 '• 5 : 4 '- no Fees. 
Claufes of Adi againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

1776, Dec. 6, Prifoner i. 

\JURY St. EDMUND’S GAOL. 

rurs Prifon for the Franchife or Liberty of Btoy St. EdintauVs, is 
llie property of .Sir Charles Davers. 'I'he court-yard is Ipacious, but 
not fecure ; none have the ufe of it without paying a (hilling a week. 
On one fide of it are fever.al rooms (or Debtors : one of them i.s a 
w'ork-room : thole who work in it pay a Ihilling a week. — On the 
otlier fide, is a iai'ge Dungeon down three fteps j which is the day 
and night-room for Felons : the men are chained to ftaples fixed in 
the barrack bodlleads. No firaw. There is another dungeon down 
a Hep or two ; ieldom ufetl. The late Gaoler told me that in the 
winter 1773 live d!i-d of the Small-Pox. No Apothecary then ; but 
one is appointed fince. No Infirmary. — A Chaplain j and Prayers 
twice a week. — Keeper, no Salary : Fees, Debtors : 8 : 8, Felons 
f o : 6 ; 8 : no 'Fable ; Licence for Peer and Wine. — Allotv.ance, 
Debtors none, Felons three-ltalfpennyworth of bread a day; "fend 
liom tile 5th of November to the Saturday before Lady-day^, 'Felons 
I'.ave two bulluls of eoals a week, and Debtors four: both'from a 
L( gacv of wliii It no Mentori.d in the Gaol. — In a Dejeription of Biay 
J". 'nttd i/'/’i, ic.ere is an account of feveral ancient Donations and 
ILquclls to Prifoners. Whether ihey be now^ totally funk, or the 
crxils be froiji fome of tliem, I cannot lay. 

M i 


At 
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At Affize, twice a year, Prifoners of both fexes brought from 
Ipfwich are confined four or five nights* in the Dungeon here 
defcribed. 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

.... . 9, * zo - - 15, 

1776, Feb. 8, zi - - 18, 

Nov. 18, 5 - - 6. 

BURY* BRIDEWELL.’ 

This, it is faid, was in ‘former times a Jewilh Synagogue. It has 
a large work-room : a room for men, and another for women : all 
up ftairs. No court-yard ; no water. Keeper’s Salary 0 ^ : and 
four-pence for each Prifoner’s ftraw : Fees ^0:1:0. 

1774, Dec. 9, Prifoners c}, 

1776, Feb. 8, - - - I, 

Nov. 18, - - - I. 

SUDBURY BOROUGH-GAOL 

Has for Debtors a day-room with a fire-place ; and two little 
rooms for them to lodge in, about feven feet by five each. — A room 
for Men-felons with a fire-place and a loom : — another for women j 
this alfo has a fire-place. A court-yard, not fecurc ; and tile water 
not acceflible to Prifoners. They have no allowance. Keeper, no 
Salary : Fees j^o : 4 ; o : no Table. Claufes of A(?t againft Spiri- 
tuous Liquors not hung up. 

1|76, Dec. fi. No Prifoners. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at WARWICK. 

GAOLER, William Roe Jun- 
Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, /o ; 14 : 6, 

Felons, o : 13 ; 4. , 

Tranfports, each, he paying Clerk of Aflizc 

r : I *: o for each. 

Licence to Turnkey for Beer. Gaoler brews it. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

, Felons, a Loaf of 31b. every other day. 
Garnifii, Debtors, : 3 : 4. 

Felons, o : a : 6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


i 773 > 

Nov. 

22 , - 

23 - 

- 9 » 

1774, 

Nov. 

10 , - 

- 

“ * 3 » 

1776, 

Jan. 

6 , - 

24 - 

- 33 > 

— 

Oft. 

- 

22 - 

- 7 - 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Mujfan. 

' Duty— Sunday and Friday. 

Salary, /i50. 

S U R G E O N, Mr. JVeak. 

Salary, {jio for Gaol and Bridewell. 

WARWICK. 
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W A "R W I C* K. 

Rt;.iARKs. ONE Court-yard tor Debtors^ and Mcn-ft-lons. Womcn-fclons 
have quite feparate Court, day-room, and two night-rooms. I’hcy 
ufed to be^loaded with irons now they have none. Men-ielons have 
a day-room : their night-room is in an oclagpnal Dungeon about 
twenty-one feet diameter, down thirty-one flops ; clofe, damp, and 
olTenfivc. Two cells, ^n another dungeon for th'e condemned. 
Prifoners are tried in the county cloathing. I law twelve fuits lor 
men and fix for women. 

Dxbtors common day-room is the Hall, which is allb ufed as a 
Chapel, hor Maller’s-fide, ten or twelve rooms, Ibmc of them in tlie 
Rooks Neji, where alfo is the free wartl. 

No Infirmary. The late Gaoler Mr. Roe (bincle to the prefent) 
died in 177a of the Gaol-Dillemper ; and fo diil Ibmc of his Prifoners. 
No water then, but now plenty. — d'he Felons allowance of bread is 
judicioully fixed by weight, not variable with the price*. 

Debtors have in common from a Legacy thirty lliiilings a year: 
and from another Legacy eight three-penny loaves at the beginning, 
and as many at the end, of every month. No memorial of either I.>e- 
gacy hung up in the Gaol. 

This Prifbn might be improved on the adjacent ground belonging 
to the county. 


Sec a better pr.adllcc at Reading in Bcrkfliirc. 


A TABLF 
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A TABLE OF DEBTpRS FEES, 


As fettled— by his Majefly’s Jufticcs of the Peace — at the General 
Quarter ScfTions— held at Warwick — the loth day of July 1759 
according to the diredlions of an Ad — for the Relief of Debtors &c. 


Every Prifoncr that lies on the Keeper’s fide if he has a 
bed to hinifelf, pays by the week — ^ — 

Thofc Pi ifoncrs on the Keeper’s fide and have a bed 
between two, pay each by the week — 

For entering every adion againll each Prifoner — 

For dilcharging every adion againll each Prifoncr — 

I’o the Under- Shorin' for every difeharge — — 

I'or receiving and CAtcring every declaration — 

For a copy of cacli Warrant againll; each Prifoner — 
For every Certificate of the caufc of a Prifoner’s being 
detained 'in Prifon in order for being difeharged •— 5 ^ 


X. Z) 

o : 2:6 

o ; I ; 6 

o : 3:0 
o : 10 : 6 
o : 4:0 

o : I : o 
o : 1:0 

o : 3:0 


Wii the Judges of AfTize for the County 
of Warwick have reviewetl and do 
liereby confirm the above Table of 
Fees. Given under our Hands tliis 
C4lh day of AugulV 1759 

T. PARKER 
JA HEWITT 


F Stratford 
M Wise 
W FIuDDESrORO 
J Bird 
C Bean 


A true Copy, 


IN 
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IN this Gaol is hung up the following 
ORDER. 

IFanvickjhirei j\ T — General Quarter Seffions— lith January— 
to wit. JL JL ijth of George III— and in the year 1773 
before ^ojeyh "Davie Clerk, "John Ligram, Samuel Aylworth Efqrs. 

Ordered and it is the opinion of this Court — that the Gaol be 
always kept clofe Ihut up and no perfons admitted therein, or per- 
mitted to continue there, after nine in the evening between Michael- 
mafs and Lady-day, and ten in the evening between Lady-day and 
Michaelmals, except in iafes of real necefllty or bufinefs. 

J T Hewitt Clerk of the Peace. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at WARWICK. 

This Prifon, the only County Bridewell, is too fmall. — For men, 
a work-room and two lodging-rooms. — For women, two rooms in a 
little feparate court. — No water. I'he handle of the pump is outfidc 
of the wall. — The whole Prifon clofe and oifenlive : might be cn 
larged on the ground adjacent. Allowance one pound and a half of 
bread a day : no employment. Keeper’s Salary ;^3o: F'ces ^0:4:8: 
no Table. Cl'aufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors hung up. 
Mr. Mujfan (Chaplain to the County Gaol) reads Prayers here once 
a week. 

Committed in the year 1772, Prifoners 855 in 1773, iiij in 
J 774 »' 

1774, Nov. 10, Prifoners i, 

1776, Jan. 6, - - - 5, 

• Oft. 30, - - - 12. 


COVENTRY 
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?73 


• COVENTRY CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 


GAOLER, Baftl Goode. 

Salary, ^^12. This year, taken off. 
Fees, Debtors, t 
F elons, 5 

Tranfports, jfS each. 

Licence, for Beer. 


;^o : 15 : 4- 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, a pennyworth of bread a day. 
Garnilh, ; 3 : o. 

Number of, - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1773, Nov. 20, 9 - - 7 » 

1776, Jan. 7, 16 - - 10, 

Oft. 30, 7 - - 5 - 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, Mr. Harper. 

Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 


THIS GAOL, built two years ago, is in a clofe part of the Remarks. 
City, I was fliewn a fine fpot which fomc Gentlemen very judi- 
cioufly preferred. It has eight lodging-rooms for Mafter’s-fide 
Debtors; and one free ward. Women-felons fleep in their day- 

room. The Men have a day-room. To their Dungeons you go 

% 

N n down 
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down twelve fteps to a paflTage only four feet wide : the four dun- 
geons are about nine feet by fix : at the upper corner of each, a little 
window. All are dirty, ofFenfive and unhealthy; we went down 
with torches. Only one court-yard for all Prifoners. No ftraw. 
No Infirmary. Claufes of A<?t againlt Spirituous Liquors not 
hung up. 


COVENTRY CITY BRIDEWELL. 


Two rooms for men; two for women ; all dole and ofFenfive. 
No court-yard : no water acceflible to Prifoners : no fewers ; no em- 
ployment. Keeper’s Salary Fees one {hilling. 

The old Town-Hall adjoining, and now ufelefs, might be added 
to this Prifon. 

1776, Jan. 7, Prifoners 6. 

Oa. 30, - - - 3. 


BIRMINGHAM TOWN GAOL. 


The gaol for this large populous town is called the Dungeon. 
The court-yard is only about twenty-four feet fquare. Keeper’s 
houfe in front ; and under it two cells down eight fteps : the ftraw is 
on bedfteads. On the right hand of the court two fmall night-rooms 
for women ; and fome rooms over them : — on the left hand is the 
Gaoler’s ftable, and one fmall day-room for men and women ; no 

window : 
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window ; — above is a free ward for Court of Confcience Debtors, 
who are cleared in forty days : this is a fizeable room, but has only 
one window eighteen inches fquare. Ovfr it is another room, or 
two. 

In this fmall court-yard, befidcs the litter from the ftablc, I faw 
a ftagnant puddle near the fink, for the Gaoler’s ducks. Gaoler’s 
poultry is a very common nuifance j but in lb fcanty a court it is 
intolerable. — The whole Prifon is very ofFenfive. — At fome particular 
times here are* great numbers confined. Once in the winter 1775 
there were above 1 50, who by the care of the Magiftratcs had a 
fuj)ply of proper food, broth &c. — Licence for Beer: Fees ,^0 : 2:0: 
no Table. Claufes of A< 5 t againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

Debtors. Offenders. 

1774, Nov. 10, 7 - - 2, 

1776, Sep. 11, 7 “ ‘ 5 - 


N n 2 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at LEICESTER. 


GAOLER, Samuel 'Jordan. 
Sulaiy, none. 

Fees, Debtors, 7 £0 • \c 
Felons, 5 ^ ^ 

T ranfports; If oVily one \ 
Licence, none. 


4 - 

if more than one each. 


PRISONERS, 


Allowance, Debtors, 7 a four- penny loaf every other claj 
Felons, 5 ( weight once 2 lb. 8 oz. once 3 Ib.''^ oz.). 

Garnilh, Debtors, ,^0:4:0, 

Felons, o : 3 -. o. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


1773, Nov. 16, 16 - - 3, 

1774, April 4, 16 - - ir, 

» 775 > 3 * *5 - - 7 > 

• Nov. II, jy - - 

1776, OA. 29, 17 - - 5. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Pigot. 
Duty — Sunday. 

Salary, ^^30. 


SURGEON, Mr. Mafon. 

Salary, for Debtors and Felons, 


LEICESTER. 
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LE.ICESTER. 

FOR Mafter’s-fide Debtors eight or nine* rooms. Day-room com- 
mon. The free ward the Cellar is ft long dungeon*, which is down 
feven ftcps and damp ; two windows j the largeft about a foot fquarc. 
Felons day and night rooms are dungeons from five to fweii fleps 
underground. They fleep on thick mats j which, if coverlids were 
added, would be better than draw. The whole clofe and oSenfive. 
Court-yard fmall. No Chapel. Two rooms lately built for an In- 
firmary : but the fituation of the Gaol is fo confined, that it cannot 
be made convenient or healthy. In 1774 fhree Debtors and a Felon 
died of the Small-Pox. Of that difealc I was informed few ever re- 
cover in this Gaol. 

Claus ns of the A6l againft the ufe of Spirituous Liquors painted 

on the fante board as the Table of F'ees. 

• 

In this County they make an anntual colleftion by a kind of Volun- 
tary Brief. I'he Gentlemen of the Grand-Jury recommend it to the 
Clergy : moil of whom promote the colleftion in their refpeTive 
pariflies. The thanks of the Grand Jury to forty-eight Clergymen by 
name, were infeited in the Leicefter Journal of F'eb. i6th i~i ~! for 
the latisfaftion of thofe Gentlemen and other Contributors. There is 
a table of the fum received from each parilh j and a Lift of Debtors 


* This feems to be the loio moifl Dungeon Cnsx was complained of by a debtor in 
this Gaol, in his Letter ijtli Nov. 1690 fent to Mofes Pitt, a Prifoner in the P'leet ; 
who printed it, with other Letters from Prifoners, in his Cry of the Opprejfed 1691, 
By this and one or two more of the Letters in that little Traft, it appears that fomc 
inconveniences which I obferved in Gaols, and have fet down in my Remarks, are of 
long (landing. 


cloathcd 
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cloathed or difcharged j and an account of the expenditure of the 
remainder in feeding and warming all the Prifoners in the inclement 
fealbn. The colledbions , in 1774 amounted to /,'74- The ac- 
counts are kept, and the application of the money is chiefly diredted 
hy John Simp/ont Efq. of Leicefter. I wifli every County would 
imitate this exemplary benevolence : and I wilh every County that 
does fo, a'Steward equally faithful and affiduous. 

Leicefter jhire. 

A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the Keeper of this Gaol. 

For lodging of every Prifoner per week — 

For Gaol-Fees for difcharge of every Prifoner — 

For the T urnkey — — — 

A Room of every Prifoner who finds his own bed per week 
A Room, called the Cellar, for debtors if they find their own bed o : o ; o 
F or the Copy of every Warrant or Commitment , — o : 1:0 

For figning the Certificate in order to obtain a Super/e Jeas o : 1:0 

• Thomas A Becxet Session. July 10. 1759. 

We whofe names are hereunto fubferibed his Majefly’s Juflices of 
the Peace in and for the County of Leicefter do hereby allow of 
the above Fees being taken. 

We the Judges of Alfize for the County 
of Leicefter have reviewed and do here- 
by confirm the above Table of Fees. 

Given under our Hands this 17th day 
of Auguft 1759 

T. PARKER JA. HEWITT. 

I 

The above is a Copy of the Original. 


W“. Wrioht- 
Ch. Hutchinson 
John Danvers 
W. Cant. 


p. s. D. 
o : 2:4 

o : 13 : 4 
o : 2:0 

o : I ; o 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

LEICESTER. Two rooms below for men: two above for wo- 
men j one of thefe not ufed, becauie not fecure. ' No chim- 
neys. Court-yard not fafe for Prifoners to be allowed the ufe 
of it. The Prifon is kept clean. Keeper’s Salary £21 ; he 
pays Window-tax £0 : 14 : o'. No allowance. I faw none 
at work. 

I775> 3 > Prifoners j, 

1776, Od. 29, - - - 2. 

MELTON-MOWBRAY. Two rooms about eliTven feet by 
nine. The loft above is a malt chamber, let by t)ie Keeper 
for 10 s. 6 d. a year. Salary ^4. He payls twenty-five 
fhillings a year for the cottage he now lives in. The County 
is building him a little dwelling of two rooms.— No court-yard 
nor any room for one. No water. 

1776, Sep. 25, Prifoners none. 

HINKLEY. This Prifon has a work-room j a lodging- room for 
men ; another for women ; both of them fmall. Mats upon 
iTtd-ftcads. Keeper’s Salary ^^4 : 4 : o. Fees ,^0:2:6: 
no Table. He is alfo mailer of the Work-houfe adjoining ; in 
which the poor looked healthy, were cheerful, clean, and at 
work. 

1776, Od. 30, No Prifoners. 


LEICESTER 
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LEICESTER BOROUGH and COUNTY GAOL. 


GAOLER, Henry Coulfon, now Samuel Jordan, 

Salary, none : he pays rent 

Fees, Debtors, ? , 

’ , ’ ^ iCo J 15 • 4 . 

Felons, J 

Tranfports, each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

f 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 7 ^ 

Felons, 3 


Garniih, Debtors, £o ' : 4 ; 6. 

Felons, 0:2:6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


1774, April 4, 5 - - 5 > 

J775> I - - a, 

Nov. II, I - - o, 

1776, Oft. 29, I - - 2. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, Mr. Maule. 

Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 


LEICESTER 
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LEICESTER TOWN GAOL. 


A COMMON Day-room or Kitchen: two rooms above for Remarivc, 
fuch as pay. Down five fleps a Dungeon for Men-felons ; another 
for Women ; another for Commoa-fide Debtors. This Town Gaol 
has a Coiirt-y:ird with plenty of water. No Table of Fees. Claufcs 
of tlie Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 


TOWN BRIDEWELL. 

Joins to the Tqwn Gaol. Two fmall rooms for men, and two 
for women. Keeper’s Salary jfi : 13 : 4. 

1776, Oft. 29, No Prifoncrs. 


O 0 


COUNTY 



282 


DERBY S H IRE. Midland Circuit. 


COUNTY < 5 A 0 L at DERBY. 


GAOLER, Blytb Simp/on. 

Salary, £20. 

Fees, Debtors, ' 

Felons, 

Tranfports, \ 17 ; o each. 
Licence, for Beer. 




PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 7 per week, each two ninepenny loaves 5 
Felons, 3 and in common two Cxc/, of coals. 
Garnilh, £0 : 2 • 6, and : i : 2 for coals &c. 


Number of - - Debtors. Felons S:c. 

1773. Nov. 18, 4 - - 3, 

1774. April a, 8 . . jo. 


1775, Nov. 13, 12 - - 8, 

1776, Oft. 29, 10 - 7. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Seal, now the Rev. Mr. Henry. 

Duty — Tuefday, Thurfday, Saturday. 

Salary, ^30. 

SURGEON, Mr. Harrifon. 

Salary, ,^30 for Debtors, Felons, and the Bridewell. 
Three guineas for Travelling Charges to Quarter 
Seflions, to report the Hate of the health of the 
Prifoners. 


.DERBY. 
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DERBY. 


THIS GAOL, built about eighteen years ago, is in an airy 
healthy fituation. — The Debtors Court-yard and V/i.rd vej-y properly 
h parate from thole for Felons, tiut not from the Bridewell. The 
Debtors floors arc tarras, not ealily w^ed. The windows in genera) 
loo fmall. — The Bride-welly in the Dcbtoi;? court, has a large work- 
room, a lodging-room for men, and two for women. Mr. Simpfon 
is Keejjcr: Salary deducing £14 ftfr the former Keeper. — In 
the Felons Court there is for men a day-room, and down three Heps 
a dungeon ; for women a day- room, and two linall night-rooms ; 
the latter are too clofc. — A neat Chapel, and near it a new Bath : 
Prifoners wafli in it before AfTize and Quarter Scflions ; a Copper 
juft by to warm the water in winter. — Over thofe arc two rooms 
for an Infirmary. — T here is alfo a -new room or parlour at the 
Keeper’s houfci with windows to tlie Felons court ; this circumllancc 
keeps them quiet and orderly. The County allows eight guineas 

a year for Straw. 

Mr. Simpson obferved to me veryjudicioufly, that “ Licences in 
Gaols occafion much diforder.” ' 

A puRsoN goes round the County about Chriftmas to Gentlemen’s 
houfes,, and begs for the Debtors. He carries a book, in which 
the Giver enters his name, and donation. The whole amount ge- 
nerally about 14. 


RlM AR KS 


O 0 2 


TABLE 
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TABLE OF FEES. 

Derhyjhire, \ T the Gener^ Quarter Sellions — Jicld at Bakewell 
to ivit. xjL — on TuefHay the firft week after the tranflation of 
St. Thomas the Martyr (to wt) the loth — July— 4tli year of 
— George III. — 1764, before t^e Rev. Sir John Every, Bart, the 
Rev. John Simpfon, Clerks John Twigg, Hemy 'Thornhilli 

and JoJepb Briggs, Efquires, Jvl^s &c. 

iLeonard Fosbrookh^ Efq. Sheriff. 

IT IS ordered — tnat tnc touowing — Fees — be taken by the Keeper 
•and no ocher. • 

jC- s. d. 

For the lodging of every Prifoner in his houfe per week 2 

For the difeharge of each Prifoner out of cuftody — 1 3 

To the Turnkey — — _ 2 

For the copy of every Warrant ’ ■ >>- — i 

For figning a Certificate, in brdm to obtain a Suptrfedejts 2 

For regiftering each declaration "'-p:, ■ — — i 

For attending with every Prifoneir in order to give bail or • 
be otherwife difeharged — 

And. it is further ordered, that the Clerk of the Peace do caufe this 
Order to be printed, and the Keeper of the Gaol for the time 
being do obferve the fame lij^n pain of being profccuted accord- 
ing -to law. i;’ 

By the Court, Heathcote Clerk of the Peace 

VVe the Judges of Aflize for the County of Derby have reviewed and 
do hereby confirm the above written Table of Fees. Given under our 
hands atthc Afilzes holden at Derby the nth day ofAuguft 1764. 

T. PARKER 
E. CLIVE. 


DERBY 
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DERBY TOWN GAOL 

» .'i ' . ' 

Is alfo the Bridewell. Two ro<Jl:|[^ for Debtors j one for Felons j 
three for Petty Offenders. Prifonerij always locked up : the narrow 
court or paflage, only thirty-fou^ ijf^t by feven, not beaig fecure, 
is of little ufe but for the Keepei^;fowls. The whole dirty and of- 
fenfive. Gaoler has a garden the Prifon. No Salary as 

Gaoler: as Keeper of Bridewell ‘Fees, Debtors 6s. 8d. 
Felons 3 s. 6d. No Table, Girniffi 3 s. 6d. on a paper in 
the Debtors kitchen. Allowance to FelonI one ihilling and fix-pence 

weekly in bread. Licence for Beer, v . 

•• ^ 

1776, 061 . 29, Debtori’ a. Felons &c. 2. 

Another county bridewell at 

W/- 

CHESTERFIELD. This Houfe, g^ven, as I was informed, to 
the County for a Bridewell, was built in 1614. For men, a 
room or cellar under the Kestj^r’s houfe ; down eight fteps j 
but level with the ground it : provifion generally put 

through a hole in the floor. room for women up ftairs. . 
No court-yard : no water : no Rraw. Nothing allowed by the 
County for Conveyance to Quarter Selfions. Keeper’s Salary 
20. No fees : no allowance : no employment. 

1776, Jan, 10, Prifoners 2, 

Oft. 28, - - - 1. 


2^5 


CHESTER- 
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CHESTi^RFIELD GAOL, 


For the Hundred of Scarjialet is the property of the Duke of 
Portland -,*10 whom, or to his S^'^ard, the Gaoler pays : 12:0 
a year. — Only one room with a'c^^r under it; to which the Prifon- 
crs occaftonally defcend throUgnS hole in the floor. The cellar had 
not been cleaned for many months. The Prilbn-door had not been 
opened for fcveral weeks^ when I was there firll:. There were four 
Prilbners, who told me they were almo/l flarved : one of them fuid, 
with tears in his eyes, “ he had not eaten a morfel that day ; ” it 
was afternoon. Their meagre lickly countenances confirmed what 
they faid. They had borrowoi. a book of Dr. Manton's j one of 
them was reading it to the reft. ' , Each of them Ivad a wife ; and they 
had in the whole thirteen chil(|i%n, call on their refpedlive parilhes. 
Two had their groats from the Creditors ; and out of that })ittance 
they relieved the other two. No allowance : no draw ; no firing : 
water a hal/penny for about three gallons, put in (as other things 
arc) at the window. — Gaoler lives diftant. 


1776, Jahi^To, Debtors 4, 
0 £l. 28, - - - I. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GA’OL at 'NOTTINGHAM. 


GAOLER, Richard Bonington. 

Salary, £20. 

Fees, Debtors, 7 ^ , 

felons, J 

Tranfports, : 17 ; 6^ each. 

Licence for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, of late three-halfpennyworth of bread 

a day. , 

Felons, three-halfpennyworth of bread and 
a halfpenny in money every day 
C weight, of threepenny Loaf in Jan. 1775, 
lib. t^xOZ.J. 

Garnifli, lately prohibited. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

i773> Nov. 17, - 4 - - 12, 

J774, April 3, - - - a, 

1775 > 4, - ' r, 

Nov. I a, - 4 - - II, 

1776, Sep. 25, - 4 - - 10. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Anderfon. 

Duty— Sunday and Wednefday. 

S;dary, f^o. 

SURGEON, Mr. Beltejon. 

Salary, fjio for Debtors and Felons. 


NOTTING- 
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Remarks. 


NOT T I N G H A M, 

THE GAOL is on the fide-ot a hilL For Mailer’s fide Debtors 
three rooms. Down about tWenty-five fteps are three rooms for 
Criminalj who can pay. Dolfm twelve Heps more are deep dun- 
geons, cut in the fandy rock, yj|cy damp : only one of them is ufed j 
it is twenty-one feet by thirteiJii^' and feven feet high: the ftraw on 
barrack-beds. , • * 

For Bathing here is (not, as in moft other County Gaols, an in- 
convenient and almoft ufelels Tub — but) a large and very commor 
dious Bath, fupplied with river water ; and a Copper juft by, to 
warm it when neccflary. This Bath is a late improvement ; and lb 
is the Infirmary, near it, which has two rooms. The A6t for pre- 
ferving the Health of Prifonen is neatly painted over the Keeper’s 
door. ' ; ■ 

The Juftices have allowed the Gaoler to fupply the fick with 
better nourilhment &c. to the amount of feven fliillings a week. 
Gentlemen lb remarkably confiderate and humane will, I hope, 
abolilh the unwholefome Dungeon. 

* V .5 ' 

No Chapel; Service is |mormed in a parlour, which is too 
fmall. 

Transports condemned at Affizes have, with the King’s allow- 
ance of two fliillings and fix-pence a week, the County-bread. 

Here (as at Derby) a man goes round the County about Chrift- 
mas, and begs at Gentlemen’s houfes for the Debtors. He carries 
a book, and Gentlemen write in it their names and donations. 
Amount, the two laft years ^ 62 . Charge of colle6ling ^^18. 

Prisoners 



Midland CiRcpiT. NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

Prisoners are tried in deaths provided for that purpofe by the 
County. 

In the account lately fent up to London of Tranfports in this Gaol, 
was one William Berks. This man obtained his Majefty’s pardon. 
Mr. Francis Waters, Clerk of AfEfe, in his letter fent with the par- 
don, charges 

State Office Fees : 7 : 6, 

My Fees - ^ 1:7:8. 

For thefe and the Gaol Fees the pardoned Criminal was detained 
at my laft vifit. 


TABLE OF FEES. 


Nottinghamjhire. 

AT the Quarter Seffions held at the Shire-Hall 14th January 1760. 

C. S. D. 

For lodging and board of each Prifoner /^/* week — o : 7:0 

For each Prifoner when he hath a room and bed of the Gaoler 

C o : 2 ; o 

and diets himfelf, by the week — 5 

For each Prifoner when he finds his own bMaad diet /rr week o : o : (S 
For the difeharge of each Prifoner — o : 13 : 4 

And to the Turnkey for the fame •— — 0:1:4 


The Gaoler is to take notice if he takes more than the above Sums 
he is liable to forfeit to the party aggrieved for each offence the 
fum of FIFTY POUNDS cxclufivc of the penalties inflifted by for- 
mer Afts. 

We 
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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, Midland Circuit,. 

We dired the Deputy Clerk of the Peace betwixt now and the next 
SefTions to put Copies erf" this Table in the refpeftive Courts 
within this County where the General Quarter Seflions are held, 
and alfo in fome conlpituous open place within the faid Gaol in 
order that the fame may be inlpefted as occafions may require to 
be reforted to at all feafbnable times in the day time without 
paying any thing for the fame 

M. Musters J White 

♦ • 

W. Bilbic W“. Kirke 

H. Sherbrooke Geo. Mason. 

Having reviewed the above Table of Fees I do hereby confirm 
the fame. Witnefs my hand the 26th day of March 1760 

H. BATHURST. 

John Hurst Deputy Clerk of the Peace. 


Nottinghamjhire. A Table of the leveral gifts legacies and 

BEQUESTS — for the benefit — of poor Prifoners 
in the common Gaol of this County as fettled by us his Majefty’s 
Jufticesof the Peace — this i8th day of Jan. 1760. Purfuant to the 
late Ad of Parliament and according to the beft information we can 
get, as follows. 


By "Jthn Sitf’iuin Efq. of Nottingham, the yearly Sum of Four Pounds, paid 
quarterly out of an Eftate at Brant/ctU, in this County, purchafed by Mr. S/jcr- 
•win's Father of fome of the Defeendants of Htnry Handley Efq. who left this 
Charity. 


Bv 
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By Abel Smith Efq. of Nottingham, purfuant to the diredions of the Will of Mr. 
Abel Collings deceafed, four ihillings monthly for Coals for the Prifoners. 

We are inforn^ed that forty (hillings a year, was formerly left by fome of the fa- 
mily of — — Hutchinfon Efquire. But that the Prifoners have not received 
the fame thefe twenty years paft. t 

We do not know of any other Gifts, Legacies, or Bequefts, except the General 
Colleftion made in the County for the Prifoners every Chriftm^. 

We order this Table to be tranfmitted to the Deputy Clerk of the Peace for 
this County, to be entered among the Rolls of the SclTions, and Copies 
thereof to be made and hung up by him^in the refpeftive Courts, where 
the General Quarter Seffions are held — there to remain and be infpe£lcd. -- 
And alfo to caufe another Copy— to be tranfmitted to the Keeper of the faid 
Gaol to be forthwith hung up by him there, in fome public place, and In a 
confpicuous manner, ~ fo as the Prifoners may have free refort thereto, at 
all feafonable times in the day time, without paying any thing for 
the fame. 


M. Musters 
W. Bilbie 
H. Sherbrooke 
A. C. Stanhope 


J. White 
W w. Kirke 
jZO. Mason. 


A true Copy examined with 
the Original by me 

John Hurst. 


P p 2 


NOTTlNG- 



292 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. Mihland Circuit. 


NOTTINGHAM TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, Richard Bonington, the County Gaoler. 

Salary, ,^8. 

Fees, Debtors, ^0 : 8:0 if under 10. 

o : 14 : 8 if from any C^urt in London. 
Felons, ‘ o : 14 : 8. 

Tranfports, Ll \ *7 • ^ 

Licence, Jee County Gael. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, three-halfpence in bread, a day. 
Garnilh, lately prohibited, . 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &C. 

1773, Nov. 17, S ' - 2, 

1775, Jan. 4, 3 - - o, 

Nov. 12, 5 - ^ 2, 

• 1776, Sep. 25, o - - o. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None Rated. The Mayor ordi 
wanted.. 

Remarks. THIS GAOL has been lately repaired and much improved. 

Three rooms on the ground-floor, two chambers, and two garrets : 
a back-court well fupplied with water. Debtors have from a Legacy 

one 
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one fhilling a week for coals. CoUefted in the Town for Prifoners 
the laft two years ^8. 

NOTTINGI tVN BRIDEWELL. 

Two rooms : no fire-place : a dungeon down nine ftcps. No 
court-yard, although there is ground before and behind the houfe. 
No fewer. Water in a kitchen, where there is a bed for Prifoners 
who can pay two-pence a night. Keeper’s Salary ^8. 

1776, Sep. 25, Prifonfirs none. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at SOUTHWELL. 

This is alfo ufed as a Prifon for thofe Manors in this County 
which belong to the Archbillrop of Tork; 

In front is a room pn the ground-floor, in which were two men : 
one of them fentenced for three years, the other for feven and a 
dungeo'n about fourteen feet 'fquare, down ten fteps. The date on 
this part is 1656.-10 the back-court is a new building with two 
rooms on the ground-floor, and two above : one of the latter is an 
Infirmary. No pump in this court: no fewer: Claufes of A( 5 t againfl 
Spirituous Liquors not hung up.— Apothecary 'Mx. Rkhardfom he 
makes a bill. — Allowance three-halfpennyworth of bread. A three- 
penny loaf weighed ilb. 54.02. at my firft vifitj at my lafl: 2lb. — 
No emplpyment.— Keeper’s Salary ^45 : Fees js. 6d. no Table. 

He informed me that a few years ago, feven died here of the 
Gaol-Fever within two years. 

1775, Jan. 4, Prifoners 9,. 

1776, Sep. 24, - - i 3 ** 


NEWARK 
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NEWARK UPON Trent TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms ; the largefl, up flairs, twelve feet by eleven. No 
court-yard : no water ; no fewer. Keeper lives at a little diftance : 
no Salary: Fees four Ihilliogs': no Table. Allowance three-half- 
pence a day : no flraw. Among the various Improvements that are 
making in this Town, I hope the Corporation will fhink of a better 
Prifon. 

1776^ Sep. 23, Prifoners 2. 


BASFORD PRISON, for debtors. 

t 

This is his Majefly’s Gaol or Prifon of the Court of Record of his 
Honour of Pevml and additional Limits of the fame in the Counties 
of Nottingham and Derby. One room with three be^s. The Keeper 
faid he had another little room for Women-prifoners j but that, 
having now none of that fex, he made ufe of it for his fervants. 
The Houfe is his Freehold. Fees 13s. 4d. by a Court-roll. — 
The Debts from forty (hillings to fifty pounds. 

1776, Sep. 24, Prifoners 3. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL, LINCOLN CASTLE. 


•GAOLER, I/aac m.u. 

' Salary, none. But 1 54 a year to lupply Prifoners as below j 

and to pay Land-tax &c. ( See Remarks.) 

Fees, Debtors, 7 r 

1-1 b • 14 : 4. 

. Felons, J 

Tranfports, : 8 : o for each: fee Table of Fees^ 

, He pays the Clerk of Aflize a guinea for each. 
Licence for Beer : which the Gaoler* brews. He lets the Tap. 

PRISONERS, 


Allowance, Debtors, if certified as in Remarks, fame as Felons. 

Felons, each weekly 8 lb. bread, and ad, for beef : 
in common yearly ^2, for coals : 
ftraw: and ^2, oatmeal. 

■ Garnifli, £q z\ 6. 


Number of 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons 


Jan. 27, 

22 - 

- ii> 

— 

Odt. 29, 

14 - 

- 9 * 

1776, 

Jan. ji. 

23 - 

- 18, 

— 

Sep. 23, 

12 - 

- 3 - 


CHAPLAINS, Rev. Mr. Simpfon-, "Dr. Waldgrave hy \\\s 
Curate the Rev. Mr. Welling. 

Duty — Mr. ^y/w^ewWednefday and Friday: Mr. Welling Sunday. 
Salary, Mr. Simpfon &c. fee Remarks-, Dr. WaUgrave 
about j per Legacy of Rebecca Huffey, 

SURGEON, Mr. Pamall. 

Salaiy, .^20, 


LINCOLN 
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Remarks. 


LINCOLN CASTLE 

BELONGS to the Duchy of Laticajfer. The County pays ten* 
fliillings a year. The Gaoler, per contrad, to keep it in repair.— 
A fpacious Area of fix or feven acres. On the ground-floor are the 

Gaoler’s apartments, the Tap-room &c. 

« 

For Mafter’s-fide Debtors, fix fizeable rooms on the firft ftory ; 
and as many garrets. The floors of both liories are tarras, and can- 
not be kept clean : the paffages only fix feet wide, ••with windows 
clofe glazed. 

The free ward for Debtors is only a room at the end of the build- 
ing, down two fteps. It is paved with fma.ll ftones, and is a thorough- 
fare to fundry places. Firft, by a trap-door in the faid pavement 
you go down ten fteps to two vaulted dungeons for Crirninals, eight 
feet highj one, the Pit, fourteen feet by twenty-one, window two 
feet by fourteen inches; the other, within it,* the Condemned Cell, 
fourteen feet by eight j window about nine inches by eighteen : a 
little ftiort ftraw on the floors : both dungeons dirty and offenfive. — 
You alfo pafs through it to the Women-felons ward which joins to 
it and is eleven feet by eight : — and to the Felons fmall court-yard, 
and their fizeable day-room, fifteen feet by nineteen : no water : no 
fewer : — and to a room for the clofer confinement of Debtors who do 
not behave well. 

There are two rooms with beds for Felons who can pay for them. 
To thefe you go another way. 

No Chapel : Service is performed in the Shire-Hall. No Infir- 
mary. — The whole Prifon is out of*repaif. — Perhaps bccaufc the 
County defigns to build a new one. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Wood, befides the fore-mentioned articles of his contract, 
is to furnilh his Prifoners with pails, and other utenfils, to amount 
of a year j and to pay yearly to Pfifoners in the AT/V/^’j Bench 
and Marjhaljea, two guineas ; all out of his ^ 1 54. 

In order to a Debtor’s being admitted to County Allowance, it is 
required that he produce a Certificate of his poverty figned by the 
Minifter, Churchwardens and Overfeers of his Pariih. 

Mr. Simpson’s Salary 7^5 is from a Legacy of Thomas llazledme-, 
and for attending condemned Criminals h§ has five guineas from the 
Sheriff. 

Rebecca Hussey by her Will, provM in London loth May 
1715, bequeathed the Intereft of^^iooo to releale poor Debtors from 
this Caftle : but no Debtors have received the benefit for many years 
paft . — Thomas Hazledine left to the Prifoners 7^3 a year payable from 
the Rent of a Houfe in Lincoln . — There is not in the Gaol any 
Memorial of Bequells. 

On a Tomb-ftone in the Cathedral, is an infeription, noting that 
Clement Wood mterred there, was thirty-three years Gaoler of tire 
Caftle, and of the City Gaol. 


A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the Gaoler or Keeper of the 
Gaol for the County of Lincoln — and rules for government — 
fettled purfuant to a late Aft for Relief of Debtors &c. 


£. S. D. 

Every Prifoner lhall pay to the Gaoler at his firft coming T © • 6 • 8 
into Gaol fix Ihillings and eight-pence ~ j 




Every 
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£■ s. 


>3 


D. 

3 

6 

6 


6 : 8 


Every Prifoner that will lodge in any chamber in the houfc^ 

(hall pay to the Gaoler for his bed weekly ^ — 5 

If he will have the whole to himfelf, to pay weekly 

But if two or more Debtors lie in the fame bed then to be’) 

paid amongft them weekly r — — i 

And that the four chambers on the firft floor (hall be held 

and kept for fuch only as board in the houfe. 

Every Prifoner for Debt to pay but one Fee to the Gaoler "s 

for his difeharge out of the Prifon though he (lands f 

committed in fevcral aftions, and the Fee to be no more ( 

than fix (hillings and,^ight-pcnce ■— ^ J 

To the Turnkey on the faid difeharge, one (hilling — 

Every Felon to pay to the (Gaoler upon his Difeharge out ofl 

Prifon thirteen (hillings and four-pence — 5 

To the Turnkey on the faid difeharge, one (hilling — 

The Gaoler having the care of the Felons condemned for - 

Tranfportation, fometimes three months, fometimes fix 

months, and often longer, to be paid for each Felon 

by the Treafurer out of the County-money when 'he is 

taken out of Gaol thirteen (hillings and four-pence 

Every Prifoner committed from the Bar, by the Judge of- 

Affize or SclTions to pay to the Gaoler for his Difeharge | 

thirteen (hillings and four-pence — — 

Every Prifoner th it will cat at the firft tabic to pay five- 

(hillings a week to the Gaoler for his lodging and diet > 

having three meals a day — — J 

If he cats at the fecond tabic then he (hall pay but four > 

(0:4:0 

ftiillings a week for his diet and lodgmg — ) 

Every Debtor that lies in the common Grate may provide himfelf with a bed, 
bedding and (hccts and purfuant to the Aft have neceiTaries of life from 
any place — between fix in the morning and fix at night from Lady-day to 
hi ichaclmas— between eight and four from Michaelmas to Lady-day— 
no more than one quart of Ale a day— brought in to one Prifoner, to pre- 
vent diilurbance 


13 : 4 


13 : 4 


5 


Every 
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Every Debtor — whom two Jufticcs — adjudge ncceffitous*-«and every Felon 
fhall have 8 lb. weight of wholefome houfehold bread, and f i lb, weight 
of beef delivered to them weekly. 

Every Debtor fhall quietly— go to his chanAcr, between Lady-day and Mi- 
chaelmas at nine in the evening — and between Michaelmas and Lady-day at 
eight and no later ; whofoever lhall refufc— fhall on proof be deprived of 
his beef and bread by a Juftice for a time at difcrction. 

If any Gaoler, Turnkey or other Officer, or any Prifoncr—require^any—- money 
from a new-come Prifoner—cithcr for garniflj money, chamber-money-- -cards 
— -feeing Lufey Tower— or any other account whatfoever. Shall— if a Pri- 
foner iofe his allowance for a time at the diferetion of a Jufticc— if the 
Gaoler &c. be punifhed as an extortioner according to Law. 

If the Gaoler or any of his fub-officers fhall at any time from hence think it fafe 
to take* off any Felon’s Irons, if a common Felon he fliaJJ pay the Aim of 
two (hillings and Ax-pcncc a week and no more— If a Gentleman or better 
fort of Criminal then he fhall take the Aim of five (hillings week and 
no more 

Any perfon removed by Habeas Corpus to pay the fame Fees as other Prifoners 
when difeharged. 

A Prifoner making water— fo as to annoy — or walking hands in the bucket— 
to lofe his allowance for a time &c. 


We his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for the divifion o(.Lindfey 
in the County of Lincoln. Aflembled — at Spiljly have examined 
the above Table of Fees with the Rules and Orders — and do 
allow and confirm the fame — the lath day of April 1768 


Ric Wright 
. W Marshall 
Ed Wills 


W“. Massincberd 
H: Best. 


A* 


* Sec Remarks preceding, 
f Inftead of this they have two-pence. 

JThis Order being fomewhat fingular I have tranfcriHfed it verbatim. 

ctq 2 


We 
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We his Majefty’s Juftices — for the divifion of Kefteven — aflembled 
— at Sleaford — do allow and confirm* the fame — 13th April , 
1768 

John Thorald, Ded Jon'es 

RoBf. Borne Leo; Brown. 


We his Majefty’s Juftices— -for the Divifion of Holland — aflembled 
— at Bojion — do allow and confirm the fame — i4ih July 1768 


We the Judges of Aflize lor the County 
of Lincoln have reviewed the above 
Table of Fees with the Rules and 
Orders therein contained, and do 
hereby confirm the fame. Witnefs 
our hands this a5th day of July 
1768 

T. PARKER 
E. CLIVE, 


Ri Falkner 
H. B. Pacey 

Ri Fydell 
J Linton Jun\ 
J Calthorp. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 
GAINSBOROUGH. Three rooms: a fmall yard: no water: 

I 

no ftraw : no allowance : no work. Conveyance to Quarter 

Sefilons at Keeper’s expence. His Salar)>' No Fees.— 

Might be improved on the Keeper’s garden. 

J^i^- 30, Prifoners 3. 


FOKINGHAM. 
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FOKINGHAM. Damp rooms: aw caimney: fmall yard:- no 
pump : no fewer. • Yet the Keeper faid a woman with a child 
at her breaft was fent hither for a year and a day: the child died. 
Conveyance to Quarter Seffions at Keeper’s expence. 

1774, Odt a8, Prifoners 4. 

SPALDING. This Prifon, lately built, has feveral fizCable airy 
rooms thirteen feet by ten : chimneys in fome of them. A 
work-robm twenty-eight feet by nine^and three-quarters. The 
undcr-rooms vaulted, twelve feet and a half by nine and a liaif. 
No yard: no water acceflible to Prifoners. When they woik 
they have tlircc-fourths of the profit; Turnkey, the remainder. 
Claufes of Atl againft Spirituous Liquors hung up : — as alfo is 
the late A»51; for preferving tlie Health of Prifoners ; neatly 
painted on a fmall board. — Keeper’s Salary Fees 5 s. 

-no Table. — He told me that in the laft fix years he had 
136 Prifoners. 

• 1776, Feb. 2, Prifoners 4. 

STAMFORD TOWN GAOL. 

The Gate which w^as the old Prifon and Town-Hall is taken 
down. The only room now made ufe of is in the Gaoler’s Jioufe, 
which joined to the gate. — There is a new Prifon building behind 
the new Town-Hall. The part of it that is finillied has — two cells, 
about twelve feet by eiglit : the window in each only two feet by 
four inches and a half; — and a Bridewell-room fixteen feet by eight 
feet three inches : the window here alfo too fmall, two feet by one 
foot eight inches. 


Allowance 
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Allowance to Felons two-pence a day. Salary as Gaoler ^^4 : 
Keeper ; 6 ; 8 ; Fees, ^abki whijh, though not figned, I 
tranfcribe for the fingularuy of an article or two. 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

1776, Feb. 10,* o - - I. 

Sep. 26, o - - 2. 


The Town or Borough'^ A TABLE of FEES « fettled &c.— 
of Stamford in the > at the Quarter Sefilons held by 

County of Lincoln . j j^djournment a8th Auguft 1729 &c. 




For every Arreft upon Bail — — - 

For waiting for Bail one fhilling per hour 
Bail Fees to the Gaol . 

For diet each day, if not find themfelves — , — 

For lodging each night, if not find themfelves — 

If they find themfelves bedding, then for cleaning the 
room each week . 


o : 

o : 
o : 
o : 

o : 


S. D. 
10 : o 

6 : o 
I : o 

0 : 4 

1 : o 


For Felons &c. that lie on the Common- fide. 


For Gaoler’s Fees for tl^c Gaol — — o ; 

To the Smith ironing and taking off — — o : 

. Lodging for each night — — — o : 

To the pei'fon who executes fentence of pillory, burn- ■> ^ . 
ing in the hand, or whipping — ^ • 

To the Keeper of the Houfc of Correflion for every perfon 7 ^ . 

that is committed for the firll: night — * 

Every day that perfon continues in cuftody for attendance o : 


10 : o 
2 : o 

0 : 2 

1 ; o 

o : 6 
o : 1 


LINCOLN 
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LINCOLN CITY and CO.UNTY GAOL. 


GAOLER, Francis Foyn. 

Salary, £20. 

Fees, . Debtors, o j 

Felons, .5 

Tranfports, j^io each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, one ftiilling a week. 

Garnifli, ‘one Ihilling. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1)74, Jan. 27, 3 - - 2, 

1776, Jan. 31, o - - I, 

Sep. 23, o - - 2, 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None. 


THIS GAOL, near the Gate, has one large room for Men- Rzmars., 
debtors, one fmallcr for Women, both up ilairs : in each a fire-place. 

The rooms for Criminals arc two dungeons down three fteps ; with 
bedrtcads ; that they may not deep on the damp earth-floor. In one 

of 
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of them is a cage for clofer confinement when neceffary. Thefc 
Prifoncrs are fometimes taken into the Keeper’s houfe. No court- 
yard : no water acccflible 19 Prifoners. No ftraw. • 


City of Lincoln and't A • Table of— rates and fees 

County of the fame Cityy 3 jljL -—fettled by the J uftices — at 

a General Quarter Seffionsj— held at the Guild-Hall — within the firft 
whole week next after the Tranflation of’ St. Thomas the Martyr 
to wit, on the 14th day of July in the 33d — of George II- -1759 
purfuant to — an A<51 for Relief of Debtors See. 


C 

Every Debtor tb.it lies in a bed belonging to the Keeptr i ^ 
is to pay one Ihilling weekly and ho more L- J 

Any Debtor that finds a bed and places It in the Common *> ^ 

Room is to pay nothing for his lodging — 1* 


S. D. 
1 ; o 


o ; o 


Every Prifoner for Debt is to pay one Fee to the Keeper"^ 
for his Difchargc out of Prifou though he ftands com- I 
.mitted in feveral Actions and that Fee no more than | 
fix ihiJlings and eight-pence — — J 


Every Felon is to pay to the Gaoler for his Difchargc out 
of Prifon fix killings and eight-pence and no more 

If not continued in Prifon above a week then to pay only 
three fliil lings and four-pence — — 


} 

} 


o 


o 


Every Prifoner that will eat with the Gaoler is to pay for 
his lodging and diet weekly four (hillings and fix-pcncc 
having three meals a day — 


1 


o 


6 : 8 

6 : 8 

3 : 4 


4 • 6 


Every 
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£. S. D. 


Every Prifoner committed from the Bar by the Judge of 
Affizc or Seflions is pay the Gaoler for his Difchargc 
three fliillings and four pence and no more 




o : 5 t 


Rob. Obbinson Mayor 
Jn”' Hooton 
R ou"^' Thickston 
Jn®' Davies 
Ger. Gibson 
Ew“' Fowlir 


John Wilson- 
Edw®- Letherlano 
Rob’’- Drewry 
John Brown 
Brox“- Brown 


We the Judges of AfTize for the City of Lincoln and County of the 
fame City have* reviewed this Table of Bees and do hereby 
contirm tlie lame, Given under our Hands this 9th day of 
Augult 1759 

T PARKER 
JA HEWITT 


Examined by Josr. Peart 
Clerk of the Peace 


Rr 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY QAOL at OAKHAM. 


GAOLER, William Luml^t now Hemy Lumley. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, 7 ^ 

Felons, 3 ** 

Traofports, /lo each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRLSONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 7 fixpenny loaves a week. 

Felons, 3 

Garnifh, one fhilling. 


Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Jan. 23, o - - o, 

1775, Nov. 10, I - ' 2, 

1776, Sep. 26, 0 - - 0. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURCEON, Mr. BulUvant. 

Salary, ■ i ' o. 


OAKHAM. 
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OAKHAM. 


THIS is alfo the countv bridewell and the town gaol ; yet I RnM.Mii 
found it twice empty. On the ground-floor is a day-room or kitchen 
for Debtors : — a day-room, and two Imall night-rooms for Felons ; 
one of which being very fmall and quite dole, the Gaoler has made 
apertures in the door, one at top, the other at bottom ; — and a large 
work-room. 

Up Hairs are two rooms ftrongly planked with oak : in each of 
them are two beds. 

The Felons court-yard is lately parted off with ftrong wooden 
palifades which intercepting the pump, the Juftices have been fo 
confiderate as to put down another pump in the Felons court. They 
have allb ordered the Gaoler to provide fome cloathing for the moll 
deftitute Prilbners. His Salary as Keeper of the Bridewell is £ 10 . 

No Table of Fees. 

The prelent Gaoler’s Father, Grandfather and Great Grandfather 
held the fame office. 


R r 2 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at NORTHAMPTON. 

GAOLER, yobn Scofield. 

SUlary, none : he pays the County ^^40 a year. 

Pees, Debtors, 7 ^ 

Felons, ' 

« 

Tranfpo'rts, IftY/Oj^7 each; ifmore;^6 : 16 : 6 each. 
Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, two-pennyworth of bread a day ( wight 
• ^775> i \.oz.). 

Garnifli, Debtors, £p : 6 o. 

Felons, o : a : 6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons ^ 8cc. 

1773, Nov. 15, - 9 - - 8, 

1774, April 5, - 6 - - 4, 

I 775 > Jan. 2, - 8 - - 7, 

1776, Jan. 5, - 7 - - 12. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr, Miller. 

Duty — Sunday, Tuefday, Thurfday. 

Salary, ,^40. 

SURGEON, Mr, Kerr, T Salary, none. 
APOTHECARY, Mr. Breton. > ^ 


NORTHAMP- 



Midland Circuit, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
NORTHAMPTON. 

THIS GAOL is alfo the county* bridewell ; but Petty 
Offenders are kept feparate from Felons. Mr. Scofield has a Salary 

£, 3 ^ : 10 : o as Keeper. Two court-yards j but that for Felons is 
too clofe. No ftraw. The County have lately built fevci\ commo- 
dious rooms, for one Felon each : yet there is ftill a dungeon eleven 
fteps under ground, which might have been difufed if they had 
doubled the number of the new rooms. There is ground enough 
in the Keeper’s yard or garden. 

The Chapel is the upper room in the Gioler’s houle. — It is pain- 
ful for Prifoners loaded with irons to go up and down the ftairs. 
No Table of Fees. 


NORTHAMPTON TOWN GAOL. 


No yard : no water — So the Prifoners told me at the large grate, 
where I could fee the room •, into which, for that realbn, I happened 
not to go. — I mention this circumftance becaufe it occurred no where 
clfe. 

1776, Jan. 5, Prifoners a* 

DAV ENTRY GAOL. 

Close rooms. No yard: no 'water, 

1776, Jan. 5, No Prifoners. 
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PETER- 
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. Midland Circuit, 


PETERBOROUGH- GAOL, 

For the Liberty called the SoJ(e, which contains thirty-two towns, 
is the property of Lord Exeter. It is now alfo the Prifon of the 
Dean aijd Chapter of the Cathedral Church of the Borough of 
St. Peter otherwife Peterborou^, 

Two rooms for Debtors, and down three fteps a room called the 
Gaol } in which is the condemned room : the Court Having power of 
life and death. A Malefa^r was executed here about two years 
ago. No allowance. Keeper’s Salary i a : Fees 7 s. 8 d. the Table 
neither figned nor dated. He pays Window-tax 

1774, 0 £b. Debtors 2, 

1776, Sep. 26> - - 3> Deferter i. 

PETERBOROUGH BRIDEWELL, 

I 

For the Soie, as above, has on the ground-floor a large work- 
Ihop, and a room lately divided into a part for men, and another for 
women. — Up flairs, two rooms or heinp-warchoufes : the Keeper 
a hemp-dreffer. A very fmall court-yard ; not fecure : Prifoncrs 
always within doors. No water. Keeper’s Salary fS : Fees 3 s. 6d. 
no Table. 

1774, 0 <fl. 28, Prifoner i, 

1776, Sep. 26, - - I. 


.COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at READING. 

GAOLER, The Widow IViJemitiy now John Hill. 

Salary, ^10. 

Fees, Debtors, ,^0 : 16 : 10, “ 

Felons, o : 14 ; 4. 

Tranfports, x 1 x o each. 

LicencL for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, three-pence a day each. 

Garnilh, Debtors, £0 x $ : 6, 

Felons, 0x2x6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1773, Dec. II, n - - II, 

i 774 > July 29* 10 - - 6 , 

1776, Jan. I, 9 - “ » 5 » 

Nov. I, 3 - - 8. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Webfier^ \ 

Duty — Sunday and WednelHay. 

Salary, yfji : lO : o. 

SURGEON, Mr. Tylleard. 

Salary, ;^io for Gaol and Bridewell. 

DEBTORS and Felons have their court-yards feparated by iron Remarks. 
rails. — The former have a kitchen : and for the Mafter’s-fide many 


rooms i 
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reading, rooms; but no free ward. — ^Felons have a day-room for men and 
women. The night-room for men is a large dungeon down four fteps : 
the Prilbners broke out lately. ,, A feparate*night-room for women. — 
The Turnkey has now « lodging-roonij over the Felons dungeon, 
with an alarm bell: lb that an escape will be more difficult. There 
is lately fitted up a fmall room for an Infirmary ; and another room 
or two : but no provifion made for feparating Men-felons at night ; 
nor for Common-fide Debtors. There is a room tiled for the Gaoler’s 
poultry. — Tranfports have not the King’s allowance of two Ihillings 
and fix-pence .a week. No Table of Fees. Claufec of Aft againll 
Spirituous Liquors not hung up. No ftraw. 

About fix years ago st Gentleman fent to this G.aol for the Prifon- 
ers thirty-fix rugs or coverlids : moll of them now worn out. 

When Felons come to this Prifon, they are ftripped and waflied ; 
and then they put on cloaths provided by the County. The men 
have a Ruflia-drab coat and breeches, a flannel waiftcoat, two check 
Ihirts, and two pair of yam h^fe. The women, a linfey woolfey 
gown and petticoat, a flannel petticoat, two dowlal's Ihifts, two pair 
ofyarn, hofe. Their own cloaths are ticketed and hung up till the 
Quarter Scllions or Alllzes; when they put them on .again to appear in 
on trial. Afterwards the Couhty-cloarhs are wallied, mended, and 
purified in an oven, for the ufe of future Criminals, The cloathing 
aforefaid for twenty men and five women coll only ^^26 : 6 : 8. 

The following Verfes are written over the Debtor’s grate to the 
ftreet 

Oh Ye whole hours exempt from Sorrow flow,. 

Behold the feat of Pain and Want and Woe : 

Think, while your hands th’ entreated alms extend, 

That what to Us ye give to cod ye lend. 


COUNTY 



Oxford Circuit. BERKSHIRE. 


COUNTY B.R,IDEWELLS. 


READING. This is alfo the TOWN BRIDEWELL. It was •formerly 
a Church, and is a fpacious room* with four fmall cabins on 
one fide for night-rooms. No court-yard : no water : allow- 
ance three-pence a day. Keeper’s Silary 1 8 from the County ; 

from the Town : Fees 4s. 4d. no Table ; Licence for Beer: 
half the profit of the Prifoners work £2 a year to find them 
ftraw. 

•i 776> Jan. i, Prifoners 6, 

Nov. I, - - 6. 


At reading is alfo the 

TOWN GAOL or compter. Three rooms in a public houfe 
(the Reading Arms) belonging to the town. TJie eldeft 
Sergeant has generally die refufal of it. No court-yard: 
no water. Felons allowance three pence a day. Keeper 
no Salary: FeM» 4s. 4d. no Table. 

1776, Nov.. I, Debtors 2. 


Sf 


ABINGDON. 



BERKSHIRE. 


Oxford Circuit.* 




ABINGDON. A day-room; and two dark offenfive night-rooms: 
that for men ciglit feet iquare : the women’s nine by feven and 
half : no chimney : no yard : no water. The Petty Offenders 
were in irons. One lately jlied of the Small-pox. Allowance 
three-pence a day. Keeper’s Salary 1 8 : Fees 4s. 4d. No 

table. Half the profit of the Prifoners’ work. 

1776, Jan. a, Prifoners 3. 


WINDSOR CA.STLE, for debtors. 

« 

I NEED not obferve that his Majefty is Proprietor. The Duke of 
Montague is Conftable: he appoints a Janitor with a falary : the Ja- 
nitor appoints a Deputy, who for a houfe rent-free, and certain per- 
quflites, does the duty. The frifon out of repair. 

1776, March i, Prifoners a. 

WINDSOR TOWN GAQL. 

Two rooms : no chimney : no yard : no water. Keeper a Sergeant 
at Mace: no Salary: Fees 6s,. 8d. Notable. Allowance three- 
pence a day. . 

1776, March i, Prifoners 3. 

WALLINGFORD TOWN GA O'L. 

Two rooms : one of them is called the Bailiff's JVard. Under 
them is a large Dungeon, filled with market-benches, ftalls &c. 

1776, Nov. r, Defertcr 1. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL, OXFORD CASTLE. 

GAOLER, Solomon W^ifdom, 

Salary, £10. 

Fees, Debtors, j(o : 9 : 2, 

Felons, o : 15 : io.» 

Tranfports, He makes a Bill of the Expence. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, i6d. each per week in bread. 

Garnilh, • lately cancelled. 

Number of - - Debtors, Felons &c. 

1773, Nov. 26, 14 - - 13, 

I 774 > July 4 > II - - I 7 > 

1776, Jan. 2, 13 . - - io> 

Odt. 31, 7 - - 14. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Swinton. 

Duty — Sunday, Wednefday, Friday j the Sacrament 
four times a year. 

Salary, ^^50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Rawlins. 

Salary, (, 1 ^ Felons. 

Sfa 


OXFORD 



ro 


i6 


Remarks. 


OXFORDSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 

OXFORD CAS.TLE. 

• 

FOR the Cajtle Gaol the County pays ^40 a year to Mr. £///, 
who holds it of Chrift Church College on Leafe. — Debtor f apartments 
I'mall ; and not enough of them for the general number of Prifoners. 
No free ward : for lodging even in the Tower on their own beds they 
muft pay is. 6d, a week: Jee the 'Table. Their court-yard is too 
fmall. — Felons day-room for men and women down five fteps : the 
men’s dungeon down five more ; only a fmall window ; the women’s 
night-room very fmall; no window. The court-yard common to 
both ; much too fmall. The Gaoler has a fpacious garden. 

This Prifon is alfo the City Gaol : for which Mr. Wifdom has ^5 
a year. — In 1773 eleven died of the Srnall-Pox. In 1774 that 
diftemper ftill in the Gaol : in 177’5 one Debtor died of it in May ; 
three Debtors and a Petty Offender in June : three recovered. No 
Infirmary ; no ftraw. 

Thomas Horde, who was confined Jhere for fome ©ffence againft 
Government, built the Chapel. After his difeharge, he had be- 
queathed £1^ ^ year for a Chaplain ;'and as much to the- Prifoners. 
But finding fome difficulties would obftruft the execution of that 
Bequeft ; he altered it, Auguft 6th, 1709, to a Legacy of ^if 24 a year 
to be-diftributed among Prifoners of both forts, at ^^2 a month. For 
the Payment, he bound an Eftate in Oxfordjhire : and jp make up 
any deficiency of that Eftate, he bound an Eftate in Berkflnre. Yet 
the Prifoners have now only tKirty-three lliillings a month. A 
Memorial of the procefs and refult of Mr. Horde’s benevolent 
intention hangs up in the Gaol. I have a copy of it ; too long to 
tranferibe. 


There 
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There is another Legacy to Prifoners of both forts ; 8 s. ^d. a 
year j paid quarterly by Mr. Hart of Oxford. 

Debtors have in common every Saturday two (hillings worth of 
meati fent by a Gentleman of Ciirifl; Church College. I-rom two 
other Colleges they have in bread about as. 4d. a week. Chrift 
Church and New College fend them broth ; generally tlbee times in 
a fortnight : the Prifoners pay four pence to the man who brings it. 

Mr. Wisdom (the Gaoler) told me that about nine years ago, 
wahting to build a little hovel, and digging up ftones for the pur- 
pofe, from the ruins of the Court, which was formerly in tl. Caftlc, 
he found under them a complete Ikclcton with light chains on the 
legs; the links very fmall. Thele were, probably, the bones of a 
Malefaflor who died in Court of the Diftemper at the Black Affize 
mentioned page 17, 


OxfordJhirCi (TOWER) Michaelmas Sessions 34th George II. — 

1760 

A TA^EE of fee S — and chamber rent — fettled 
— in purfuance of an Ad: 3 ad of his prefcnt Majefty — for the 
Relief of Debtors &c. 


I- 

* w .he Mailer-Keeper for crery Warrant charged upon any 
Debtor — — 

To the Undcr-keeper — — o : 

To him for every other Warrant — o : 



5 . 7 ). 


6 ; 8 

2 : 6 
1 : o 


To 
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To the Mafler-Kceper for every Prlfoner committed by any*^ 
Jufticc of Peace for Trcafon, Felony, or any other > 
Mifdemeanour ; or cdhwnittcd in Court — ^ 

To the Under-keeper — ^ — — 

To the Mafter-kceper for receiving and entering every De - ') 
claration againft any Debtor — ^ — 5 

To hiV Certificate that no Declaration filed — 

For a Copy of every SherifF^s Warrant — 

For a Copy of every other Warrant — — 

Every Prifoncr that lyeth in the great Chamber on the Gjiol 1 
fide in the Keeper’s Codgings pays*by the week 3 
Eveiry Prifoner that lyeth in any other Room or Chamber in 1 
the Keeper’s Lodgings on the G aol fide payeth by the week 5 
Every Prifoner that lyeth in the Great Room in the Tower ^ 
upon his own bed payeth by toe week — 3 

Every Prifoncr that lyeth in the faid Great Room on the 1 
Keeper’s bed payeth by the week — — 3 


S. D. 
o : 13 : 4 

o : 2:6 

o :• 2:6 

0 : 1 : o 

o : I ; o 
o : 1 : 6 

o : 2 ; 0 

o ; 2:6 

o ; 1 : 6 

o : I : 8 


We — his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace of the — County of 
Oxford (whereof fome of us are of the Quorum) have perufed 
the P'ees and Chamber-Rent above mentioned and do — allow 
thereof and direft the fame to be hung up in a Table In fome 
open and public room or place in the faid Caftle there to remain 
. and be reforted to by every Prifoner as occafion lhall require. 


Thomas Blackall 
Ed“* Turner 
Tho®- Pardo 
Anthony Keck 


Theophilus Leigh 
Tho®- Hunt 
W**- Lenthal. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 


THAME. I WAS informed that this Houfe, built in 1708, was 
given to the County for a Bridewell : but the greateft part of 
it is now a Parifh Work-houfe. For the Prifon there is only 
left, up ftairs, a common day-room, and a fmall infecure 
lodging-room : and down eleven fte|* a dungeon in which are 
two night-rooms, the Cuh, each nine feet by /even. — I^the 
Houfe were put into good repair, and the whole ufed as a 
Bridewell, it would be a commodious one. Then there would 
be no need of fehding Petty Offenders, as is now done, to the 
County Gaol :• nor of locking up all day long within doors 
thofe few that are committed hither, men and women in the 
fame rooip : nor of confining either fex at night in the Cubs, 
No allowance: no employment ; no water: no fewers. Keep- 
er’s Salary X16 ; Fees 4s. 6d. no Table. 

The Keeper now farms the Work-houfe and the reft of the 
poor at /[480 a year for the whole maintenance, cloathing, 
medicines &c. 

1776, Jan. 3, Prifbners 2, 

Nov. 2, " 3* 

WITNEY. One day-room about feventeen feet by fifteen for men 
and women; two night-rooms adjoining about nine, feet by 

feven ; 
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WITNEY 

BRIDE- 

WELL. 


feven j with only a grate of about nine inches fquare in each 
door. The Prifon is not fecure. No allowance but to the 

• 

lick, who have fix-^ence a day and medicines. No ftraw: 
no water. Keeper’s Salary, 20 : Fees 4s. 2d. no Table. 

The Houfe does not belong to the County: it is in the 
court-yard of the Keeper’s public houfe, for which he pays 
j^i3 ; 7 ; o a year. Prifoners have no ufe of the court-yard; 
but their window is acceflible to paflengers. I faw a crowd of 
men talking at thf grate with the Prifoners, Ivho were all of 
them women ; and was informed there is fometimes riot and 
confufion on fuch dccafions. 


To this Prifon were committed. 

In the year 1773, Prifoners 49, 

1774 > - - 44 : 

i775> - - 73. 

To Oft, 31, 1776, - - 67. 

The moll at any one time 18. 

When I was there in 1776, Oft. 31, Prifoners 6, 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL, WORCESTER CASTLE. 

GAOLER, William Crane, now his Widow. ^ 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, •. 9 : a, 

. Felons, o : 15 ; 10. 

Tranfports, No Benefit to the Gaoler. Clerk of Peace 
contradls with the Merchants. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, three-pennyworth of bread a day, each. 


Garnifli, 

io-. 

2 : 6. 


Number of 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

J‘ 773 > 

Nov. 

15 - 

- 

J 774 , 

July 

2, 13 - 

- 12, 

^IIS^ 

Dec. 

I, 25 - 

- 

1776, 

Sep. 

10, 9 - 

- 10. 


CH API. A IN, Rev. Mr. '■Taylor. 
Duty — Friday. 

• Salary, 

SURGEON, Mr. Halkvard. 

Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 

T t 


WORCESTER 
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w O R C E S T‘ E R. 

Remarks. THE CAST^LE-YARD is fpacious : County Members arc 
chofen in it. In the Gaoler’s houfc are many good lodging-rooms 
for Maft^r’s-fide Debtors and two firiall day-rooms : one of thefe 
is ufed as a Chapel. — The free ward, or night-room for Debtors, is 
at another part of the yard. You go to it through the Women- 
felons night-room. The.<day-room for Men and Women-fclons is 
in the middle of the areaj only fourteen feet by twelve. Near it is a 
Hand-Ventilator for airing the Men-felons dungeon, which is twenty- 
fix fteps under ground, and circular, about fcventecn feet diameter, 
with barrack-bedfteads. Over it is an aperture in the yard, with an 
iron grate. The Felons work the Ventilator cheerfully about a 
quarter of an hour before they go down, and as long when they 
come up } for it frelhens and cools the dungeon amazingly : wc 
could hardly keep our candle burning below while it was working. — 
Excellent water at a pump in the yard. Straw ,^4 a year. —No 
Infirmary. Mr. Hall-ward the Surgeon caught the Gaol-Fever Ibme 
years ago, and has ever fince been fearful of going into the dun- 
geon : when any Felon is fick there, he orders him to be brouglit 
out-— The Gaoler pays near ,^4 Window-tax.—Claules of Aft again/!: 
Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

This Prifon may be made commodious by feparate .wards, 
yards &c. There is round it much ground belonging to the 
County. 


County 
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County of Worcefter. A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the 

Gaoler of the faid County purfuant to a 
Statute made in the fecond year of his Majefty King George 
the Second. 


For the difcharge of every Debtor, to me Gaoler — 
To the Turnkey — — 

For the difcharge of every Felon, to the Gaoler — 
To the Turnkey — — — 

For the Difv^arge of every Deferter, to the Gaoler — 
To the Turnkey — — — 

For the lodging of every Prifoncr in the houfe ^er week 
For figning every Certificate — — 


D. 

o : 6:8 

o : 2:6 

o : 13 : 4 
O : 2:6 

o : 6:8 
o : 2:6 

o : 2:6 

o : I ; o 


Allowed according to the faid Statute by us 

J SOLEY 
W Bromley 
Fre Meysey. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at WORCESTER. 

This Prifon joins to the Caftle. It is too clofe ; efpecially the 
men’s night-room ; which, though up ftairs, has no window. Here 
are work-rooms ; and I faw the Prifoners employed, beating hemp, 
fpinning &c. — Two fmall Court-yards. Thefe and the Houfe 
might be enlarged on the County ground. — Keeper’s Salary 20 : 
Fees IS. 4d. Straw fifteen flrillings a quarter: no other allowance. 

If there were a Chapel in the County Gaol (the Caftle), thefe 
Prifoners might (as thole in Shrewfbury Bridewell) have the privi- 
lege of Public Worlliip. 

1775, Dec. I, Prifoners 3, 

1776, Sep. 10, - - - 18. 

Tt2 WORCESTER 
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WORCESTER CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 


GAOLER, Richard George. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, : 9 : 2, 

Felons, 0:5:0. 

Tranlports, No ‘Benefit to the Gaoler. 
Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, three pence a day each. 

c 

Garnifh, ,fo : 2 : 6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons 

1773, Nov. 23, 4 - - 5 > 

1775, Dec. I, 5 - - o, 

. 1776, Sep. 10, 4 - - 0., 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, Mr. Hallward. 

Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 


WORCESTER 
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WORCESTER CITY GAOL. 

THIS is alfo tlie City Bridewell. The Debtors free ward is 
Ipacioiis. — One common yard ; another might be taken from the 
Keeper’s large garden. — He pays Window-tax ; which he faid 
brought him under the difagreeable neceflity of flopping up fome 
windows. Rate : 5 : o. 

City of IVorceJlcr. TABLE of FEES to be taken by the 

JL Gaoler of the faid*City purlliant to a Sraiiuc 
made in tlie thirty lecond year of the reign of his late Majefly King 
George the Second. 

£. S. D. 

For the Difcharge of every Debtor to the Gaoler and Turnkey 0:9:2 
The like ()t' every Felon — — —0:5:0 

For the Lodging of every Piifoner in the Houfe /f r week 0:2:6 

Fvir the Cop^’ of cvfry V^ommltmcnt — — o ; 1 : o 

On tl\c Delivery of every Declaration — — o ; 1 : o 

Allowed accortling to the faid Statute by us 

Epiphany Scirions 1771 Edw Willings Mayor 

W Haden 
Tho Giles 
T iM’f Edwards 

At the Lent AfHze 1771 
Allowed by us 

E. WILLES 
W: H; AbHURST. 

COUNTY 
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STAFFORDSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 


COUNTY GAOL at STAFFORD. 

« 

GAOLER, William Scott. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, jCo : 17 : 4, 

Felons, o : 15 : 10. 

Tranfports, £6^: o : o each. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 


Allowance, 

Debtors, 

7 each week 16 d. bread, and 8d. 


Felons, 

j cheefe ; and in common 3 Cwt. of 



coals a week from Michaelmas to 



May-day. 

Garnilh, 

Debtors, 

£0:2: I', 


Felons, 

cancelled by the Gaoler. 

Number of 


Debtors. Felons &c. ' 


Nov. 19, 

39 - - 20, 

. i774j 

April I, 

44 - - 17, 

*775> 

Nov. 15, 

40 - - 18. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. [/»ett. 

Duty — Sunday, Wednefday, Friday; a Sermon once in 
about two months. 

Salary, lately augmented from /^20 to £jo. 

SURGEON, Mr. Ward. 

Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 


STAFFORD. 
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STAFFORD. 

THIS GAOL is much too finall for the number of Prifoners : 
and fo is the Felons Court- yard. ‘The Dungeon where the Men- 
felons fleep is about two feet lower than the paflage. No Heps, a 
doping defeent. It is too clofe. No Infirmary. An Al&rm-bell. 
It is pity that the Stream juft on the outfide of the Walls is not 
within them. I was pleafed to fee plenty of clean straw in the 
Dungeon; and ‘found it was owing to the gpnerous and exemplary 
practice of not farming it, but allowing the Gaoler to order it 
whenever wanted, and the County paying for it themselves. 


A TABLE OF FEES-— fettled at the General Quarter Seflions-— 
’18th day of April 1732. 


For entering *lhc Aftion whereon each Prifoner is firft. 
brought into cullotly either on Frocefs Capias Latitate^ 
Exccuticn or Writ of Exeem aJ CapUttdum and difeharg-j 
ing each Prifoner by Writ oi' Super/edeas or otherwife 
For receiving and entering every Declaration delivered T 
againll Prifoners to be paid by the Plaintiff in fuch > 
Adion — — — J 

For Certificate for want of a Declaration in order to fue j 
out a Writ of Superji'dtas — — J 


S. D, 

o : 13 


o : 2:0 

0:3:6 


For a Copy of each Warrant againft each Prifoner o : i : 6 

For the Under Keeper or Turnkey upon every Aftion or Writ o : 2:6 
l or the Under Keeper or Turnkey upon difeharging of each 1 ^ , i • 6 
Prifoner by Super/cdcas or otherwife — 5 


Remarks, 


LODGINGS, 



to 
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LODGINGS. 


> O 


Every Prifoner that lies it! the Mafler’s-fide of the Gaol in 
a bed provided by the Keejper of the Gaol iliall pay 
frr week if a bed to himfclf — — 

If two Prifoners or more lye together in one bed then ^ ^ 
•between them all — ^ 

Every Prifoner that lies in the upper rooms or garret in a 
bed and bedding found by the Keeper of the Gaol 
(hall pay per week — — 

And if two Prifoners litftogether then — o 

Every Prifoner that lies in the fame fide and finds his own j ^ 
linnen and bedfieads — — — 1 

Every Prifoner that lies in the County Chamber lhail pay 
nothing. — — — . o 




in al 
Gaol > o 


I 

o 


6 

6 


o : o 


We the Judges of Affizc and 
Gaol Delivery of the Oxford 
Circuit have perufed anil do 
approve of tlic above written 
Table of Fees this 2d day of 
Augull Jnm Dorn. 1732 

E PROBYN 
J COMYNS 


F' Littleton 
H WVRI.V 

I 

Fish Littleton 
R. Rider 
Jn®- Dolphin 


COUNTY 



Oxford Circuit. STAFFORDSHIRE. 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

STAFFORD. The Houfe very dirty. Prifoners always fhut up. 
Keeper’s Salary ^^25 : he puts in a Deputy who ferves for Rent, 
Allowance fame as at the Gaol. No employment. 

*775> Nov. 15, Prifoners 4 . 

WOLVERHAMPTON. Only two rooms about twelve fee: 
fquare, viz. a common day-room on the ground-floor ; and a 
night-room above, for men : women deep in the day-rooin. 
No court-yard : no water : no fewer : no employment. Weekly 
allowance in bread, fourteen pence ; chcefe, feven pence : 
ftraw, three pence. Keeper’s Salary ,^25 : Fees one Ihilling. 
Claufes of Ad againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

The Prifon is greatly out of repair; and fo inlccure that 
Prifoners, even for the flighteft oflfcnces, are kept in irons. 
The County may redrefs this ; for they have a large garden 
dole to the Prifon which they let with an old houle on the 
Ipot, 

1776, Sep. II, Prifoners, 4 Men. 

LITCHFIELD CITY GAOL. 

The rooms too fmall and clofe. No yard : no water: no ftraw. 
Might be improved upon the ground behind it. Keeper’s Salary ^ 2 : 
Fees 13s. 4d. no Table. Allowance is. 6d. a week. 

1773, Nov, 20, Prifoners 2, 

1776, Jan. 8, - - - I. 

U u 


COUNTY 
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SHROPSHIRE. 


Oxford Circuit. 


COUNTY GAOL at SHREWSBURY. 

GAOLER, Samuel Wilding. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, lo i 9:0, 

Felons, ^ o : 14 : 4. 

Tranfports, ^6:6:0 each. 

Licence, for BecV and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, two fix-penny loaves a week each. 

Felons, i s. 4d. in bread a week each. 
Garnilh, lately cancelled. (See Remarks.) 

. Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, March 31, 12 - - 18, 

1775, Nov. 27, 16 - - 15, 

1776, Sep. 12, II - - 24. (See Remarks.^ 

CHAF’LAIN> Rev, Mr. Hum^hreys^ now Rev. Mr. Rowlands, 
Duty— Sunday and Tuefday. (See Remarks.) 

Salary, 

SURGEON, Mr. Cooper. 

Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 

APOTHECARY, Mr. James Winall. 

Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 


SHREWSBURY. 



Oxford Circuit. SHROPSHIRE. 


SHR'EWSBURY. 

SEPARATE Court-yards fop Debtors and Felons; but the Rem 
latter have no wat^r. For this reafon, and becaufe their day-room 
is in the Debtors Court, both Debtors and Felons are «ommonly 
together in that Court. — Commodious apartments for Mafter’s-fide 
Debtors : and a large free ward for the Common-fide. — For Felons 
there are twrf night-dungeons down eleven fteps : that for men was 
about four years ago made more airy by an additional window : and 
it is, or fliould be, now daily frefhened by* a Hand Ventilator which 
is in the room above. The women’s dungeon might alfo be frefhened 
by the lame. — The day-room for Felons is finall : men and women 
together. — The County is now enclofing a Court-yard for the Women; 
and will probably build them a feparate Day-room. They will no 
doubt provide WAer in this Court ; as they Ihould alfo in that of 
the Men-felons. 

An InfirmaiY fhould be added : for if the intended improvements 
will be fome proteflion againft the Gaol-Fever, which of late years 
has prevailed here more than once, they will not lecure Prilbncrs a- 

0-ainlt the Small-Fox and other difeafes. 

When the Apothecary finds that a fick Prifoner fhould have better' 
diet, he orders the Gaoler to provide it, and figns his bill for the 
amount ; which is readily allowed by the Jufticcs at Quarter Seihons. 

Of the twenty-four Felons in September laft, fourteen were Con- 
vi(fts for Tranfportation. — The County allows Tranfports convided 
at Quarter SefTions as much as thofe convifted at Aflize have from 
the King’s allowance, viz. as. 6d. a week. 


U u a 


Mr. Wood, 



332 

SHREWS 

BURY. 


SHROPSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 

Mr. Wood who, before the appointing of a Chaplain, read pray- 
ers three times a week, and had £s ^ year, .has been employed in the 
fame fervice ever fince j aijd has received of the Chaplains the fame 
falary. — I believe the Magiftrates made the Chaplain’s falary more, 
in favour of Mr. Wood. 

The Juftices of this County, at the General Quarter Sefllons 
1 ith Jan. 1774, were lb confidcrate and humane, as to prohibit the 
demanding from Prifoners at their entrance into this Gaol, or into 
the County Bridewell, any money for drink, by the natiie of Garnipt 
or any other Name : and!' to require that two or more fair copies of 
their faid order Ihould be hung up in the mod: public places of the 
Gaol, for the inlpe<£tion of Debtors, as well as Felons ■, that the 
unfortunate might not afterwards be Impofed upon. 


A TABLE of CHAMBER RENT and FEES — fettled by Juftices 
appointed &c. — according to — A <51 of Parliament-.-and ap- 
proved — by the Court in the General Quarter Seffions held for 
the County of Salop. 


The CHAMBER RENT for DEBTORS. 



S. D. 

0 : 

2 : 0 

0 : 

3 : 0 

0 : 

I.: 0 


To the Gaoler for lodging and furniture on the Mafler’s-fide 
each perfon having a bed to himfelf per week 
If two lodge ill the fame bed then both to .pay per week 
To the Gaoler for lodging and furniture in the Garrets each 1 
perfon to pay per week . i 

No perfon fhall be removed out of the room wherrin he is placed by the Gaoler, 
without his own confent, or two Juftices of the Peace ; except in non pay- 
ment of their weekly fum for chamber rent. 

That no Debtor, or Debtors, pay any rent or money what> 

foever, for his lodging on the Comroon-lidc provided Vo: 0:0 
he does not ufe the Gaoler’s bed and furniture - J , 


Fees 



Oxford Circuit. 


SHROPSHIRE. 
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Fees to the Gaoler and his Servants for debtors. 

s. ly. 

7 : 6 


To Gaoler for Commitment and difcharge of every Hcbtor o ; 
To Gaoler^s Clerk for entering in Gaoler’s book every 7 
charge or charges upon each Debtvfr — ^ 

To the Turnkey for the difeharge on every afVion upon fuch ) 
Debtor — — — ) 

For the Copy of every Sheriff’s Warrant if demanded o 

But the Debtor to have rccourfe to fee the book of Commit- 7 
ments (if defired) gratis — _ 3 

To the Gaoltr for every Debtor if charged with yore aftions*) 
than one, to pay at his difeharge (and no more) 3 
For regidering and entering every declaration Frifoner 1 

in cuftody — — — J 

For figning every Certi/icate in order to obtain a Superfedeas^ ^ ^ 
or a rule or order of Court — _ ^ 


1 

o 

*5 


o 

o 


Fees for the Gaoler and his Servants for felons. 


To the Gaoler for ilifcharge of every Felon committed to be 
tried at the Affizes — — 

To Gaoler for difeharge of every Felon committed to be 

t 

tried at the Scffions — — 

To the Turnkey for the difeharge of every Felon — 

For a Copy of every Commitment if demanded — 

For every Certificate of Commitment in order to fue out a 
Habeas Corpus — — • — 

To the Gaoler for the difeharge of every perfon committed 
for want of furcty of the peace, mifdcmeanor, or any 
» other crime not being Felony — — 

But if continued in Gaol three months or upwards then the 
fame Fees to be paid by fuch perfons as above for Fe- 
lons to be tried at Scffions ('vizj — — 


] 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


o 


U : 4 

8 : o 

I : o 

1 : o 

2 : 6 

6 : 8 - 


8 : o 


N, B, But if any Frifoner be turned over to the Houfe of Corredlion : then to 
pay the Gaoler’s Fees before difeharged. 


COUNTY 



SHROPSHIRE. 


Oxford Circuit. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at SHREWSBURY. 

9 


Too fmall : only one day-room for men and women. Two 
night-rooms above for women. In one of them I faw a poor young 
creature too ill to come down Hairs j Ihe was languilhing on the 
floor in a confumption. The night-room for men is a dungeon 
down ten Heps. • There is a fmall court-yard with water. — By means 
of a door from this into*' one of the Gaol Court-yards, thefe Prifoncrs 
have a privilege (which in Bridewells enjoy) of attending Public 
Worlhip in the Chapel on Sunday. 

Keeper’s Salary ,^50. Fees at Difcharge of a Felon, 8 s. of one 
guilty of a Mifdcmeanor, 6s. 8d. of a Vagrant, js. 6d. as/>er Table 
in the Prifon. — Allowance, bread as Felons in the Gaol. Little or 
no employment : Keeper has half the profit. * 

The Prohibition of Garnilh, as mentioned in the County Gaol, 
is not hung up in this Bridewell. 

1774, March 31, Prifoncrs 4, 

1775, Nov. 27, - - 5, 

1776, Sep. 12, - - II. 

LUDLOW TOWN GAOL. 

Built 1764. For Felons &c. two lower rooms vaulted, with 
chimneys. Two rooms above, more fpacious and airy, for Debtors. 

1774, July I, Prifoncrs, none. 


•COUNTY 



Oxford Circuit. HEREFORDSHIRE. 


COUNTY GAOL at HEREFORD. 


GAOLER, Thomas Ireland. 


Salary, none. 


Fees, • Debtors, 7 

,, , ^ : 14 : 

Felons, J 

Tranfports, ^^5 ; 10 : o each. 
Licence, for Beer. 


4 - 


t 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, a three-penny loaf each, every other day. 
Garnilh, *j^o *.2:6. 


Number of 

- 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

1 / 74 , 

Feb. 

23, 

- 14 - 

- 29, 

— 

Aug. 

9, 

- II - 

- 13, 

* 775 , 

Dec. 

2, 

- 17 - 

- 4 , 

1776, 

Sep. 

9, 

- 8 - 

- 3 - 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Bay Us-, now Rev. Mr. Underwood. 

Duty — Sunday, Wednefday, Friday, and Saints days. 

. Salary, ^^40. Twenty of it is a l-egacy of William Bridges^ Efq. 
of Tiverton in this County. 

SURGEON, Mr. William Cam, 

Salary, ^(15. 


HEREFORD. 
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HEREFORDSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 


Remarks. 


HEREFORD. 

« 

APARTMENTS, and Court-yard for Maftcr’s-fide Debtors 
fpacious : but no free ward. Felons night- ward was too clofe, but 
is lately made airy and commodious ; their court behind the Gaol, 

fl 

large. The Chapel very damp. — Claufes of the Aft againft Spiri- 
tuous Liquors not hung up. — Mr. Ireland, who has been there above 
forty years, faid he never had a Debtor who obtained the groats. 

William Bridges, Efq. bequeathed ^8 a year to poor Prifoners : 
and on St. Thomas’s day^ one (hilling is given to each Debtor and 
fix pence to each Felon by Legacy of Sir Thomas IVhite. No Table 
of Bequefts. The Table of Fees not hung up. 


TABLE OF FE^-S. 

AT the General Quarter SeflTions — held — at Hereford— \n the 
firft week after the Feaft of 5t. Thomas the Martyr (to wit) 
the 14th of July in the 4 th— of— George II— lyjo 

Before fohx Stratford Efq. Edward Goodere Bar‘- Herbert 
Aubrey Richard Hopton Elqrs. &c. — purfuant to an Aft for 
the Relief of Debtors &c. — It is Ordered that the feveral — 
Sums herein after mentioned and no more may be taken. — 

(That is to fay) 

£. S. d: 

For the Entering of every Aftion or Procefs whereon a? q . . g 

Prifoncr lhall or may be charged — —5 

To the Turnkey or Under Keeper on each Aftion ■— o : i ; o 


For 



Oxford Circuit. HEREFORDSHIRE 


3.^7 


— O 


For entering of the Difcharge^ and for the Difcharge of j 
every Prifoncr • — — “"5 

To the Turnkey on the Difcharge of every Prifoncr 
For the receiving and entering every Declaration delivered^ 
againft the Prifoners in cuftody • — . — j 

To the Turnkey upon every Declaration 
For a Certificate for want of a Declaration in order to take? 

out a Writ of Super/edeas — — 3 

For a Copy of a Warrant or Commitment againft each 
. Prifoncr — — — 5 

Every Prifoncr that lyes in the Keeper’s lodgipgs in the*j 
Sheriff’s Ward in a Angle bed and fhccts, by the week 5 
For two in a bed with Iheets by the week • 

Every Prifoncr that lyes in his own lodgings — 

For two perfons or more in their own lodgings each 


o 

o 


S. D. 
6 : 8 

1 : O 

2 ; 0 

0 : 6 

5 : 6 
2 : 6 

2:6 

1 : 6 
I ; 6 
I : 0 


J Stratford 
Edw"- Goodere 
M Aubrev 


R Hopton 
H Thom AS 
Rog»- Hereford 


RO. PRICE ^ 
J. COMYNS 3 


The King’s Juftices 


Xk 


COUNTY 
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flEREFORDSHIRE. Oxford Circuit, 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at HEREFORD, 

€ 

On tlie Caftle-green, is quite out of repair. Indeed it is not only 
ruinous but dangerous : a crofs wall is parted a great way from the 
wall againft which it abutted. In the day-room there was a large 
quantity of water from the roof. No fire-place : ofFenfive fewers : 
no yard ; no water ; no Hated allowance ; no employment. — > 

Keeper’s Salary ^lo. He told me that a little before I came, a 

• ** 

Prifoner died after three weeks confinement. Six Prifoners, whom 
I faw there at my firft tifit, complained of being almoft famiflied. 
They were fent hither from the Afllze a few days before to hard 
LABOUR (as the fentence ufually runs) for fix months. The Juftices 
had ordered the Keeper to fupply each of them daily with a two- 
penny loaf : but he had neglefted them. They broke out foon 
after. • 

1774, Aug. 9, Prifoners 6, 

1775, Dec. 3, - - - o, 

1776, Sep. 9, - - - I. 

HEREFORD CITY GAOL 

Is one of the Gates. The Debtors rooms are commodious j and 
they have a little court-yard. The room for. Felons top clofe. 
Keeper a Widow : the Gaol clean. 

1776, Sep. 9, Debtors 3, Felons none. 


COUNTY 



Oxford Circuit. MONMOUTHSHIRE. 


COUNTY GAOL at MONMOUTH. 


- GAOLER, *Jobu Daverel^ now James Baker. 


Salary, none. ,^20 a year to fupply Felons as below. 


Fees, Debtors, ? . 

• Felons, S 
Tranfports, £6 each. 
Licence, for Beer. 


o : 10. 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

F'clons, one-pennyworth of bread a day each. 
Garnilh, ,^o : 2 : 6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Feb. 23, 10 - - 12, 

• Aug. 10, 9 - “ 16, 

1775, Dec. 4, 5 - - 8, 

1776, Sep. 5, 6 - - 9. 

C'HAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, Mr. Powel. 

^ Salary, ;^io : 10 : o, lately augmented tO;^i2 : 12:0. 


XX2 


MONMOUTH. 



;40 


MONMOUTHSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 


Remarks. 


M O N M O U .T H. 

ONLY one Court-yard. The rooms for Debtors fmall. Felons 
night-room at top of the houfe," with only one little window. Be- 
fides the difficulty of going daily up and down in irons; when water 
is to be ‘carried fo high, and the ftaircafe, like this, is narrow and 

inconvenient, a room is feldom clean and healthy. This cannot be 

* 

fo ifitfhouldbe crowded. At my firft vifit in 1774 they had the 
Gaol-Fever, of which ^.tDaverel and feveral of his ‘Prifoners, and 
fome of their friends died. — ^No Infirmary : there is room to build 
one at the bottom of the yard. The Brewhoufc is veiy fit for a 
Felons Day-room ; which is much wanted. 

After the mortality mentioned above, all the Prifoners were 
new cloathed by the Duke of Beaufort ^ 

John Gabriel a Gardener near the town uffd to fend each Pri- 
foner every Quarter-day a fix-penny loaf : and at his deceafe he be- 
queathed the fame Donation. Prifoners do at prefent receive it j but 
there is no Memorial of the Legacy hung up. 


A TABLE OF DEBTORS FEES as fettled and allowed by 
the feveral Juftices of the Peace for the County of Monmouth 
whofe names are hereunto written the loth Auguft 1751 : 
According to the diredion of an Ad of Parliament intituled &c. 

£• S. D. 

Imprimis for entering the Action whereon each Prifoner is^ 

fitll brought into Cuftodjr either on Prtcefs, Capiat La- r o ; 18 : 4 
titat Eictcution or Writ of Exam ad Capitndtun ^ 


For 
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For entering and difeharging every fecond and oth^r Aftion ‘ 
upon Proce/s Capias \atitat or Execution — ] 

For receiving and entering every declaration againft Prifoners ^ 
in cuftody — — — \ 

For the Certificate of the want of a declaration in order to ] 
fue out a writ of Super/edeas — — - 

For a Copy of each Warrant againft each Prifoncr — 

For receiving and entering every Warrant againft each] 
defendant in cuftody — — - 

For the Under Keeper or Turnkey upon each Adion and Writ 


£. S. D. 
o : 13 : 4 


o 

o : 6:8 

o :* 3 : 4 
o : 2:6 
o ; 2:6 


L O D G I N G S. 


Every Prifoner that lies in the Keeper’s Lodgings in the 
Sherift*’s Ward pays per week — — 

Every Prifoner that lies in the Sheriff’s Ward in his own 
lodgings pays per week — — - 


o : 


o : 


2 : 6 
I : 6 


The Names of the Juftices who figned and allowed 
the above Fees. 

Tho'- Morgan 
Capel Hanburv 
Ja'- Tuder Morgan 
J. Lewis 

Examined and allowed by the 

Hon*»** Sir Thomas Dennison Kn* 

AND T H K 

Hon'’*® Mr, Baron Clive 


Cha'* Van Jun '- 
John Chambre 

E. Bradbury 


COUNTY 



MONMOUTHSHIRE. Oxford Circuit, 


COUNTY BRIDE WE L L at U S K. 


This Prifbn was formerly a Chapel. On the ground-floor is a 
room for men, and another for women. There are two work-rooms 
at top of the houfe ; but I faw no Prifoners thfere. — The Keeper’s 
wife told me that many yf ars ago the Prifon was crowlled ; and her- 
felfi her father, who was then Keeper, and many others of the family, 
had the Gaol-Fever: three of them, and feveral Prifoners died of it. 
The danger of fuch a calamity for the future would be much leflened, 
if an additional room or two were built in the Garden. There is a 
Court-yard, with a Pump, which is leldom in order. — Keeper’s 
Salary j(^20 : Fees 5 s, 6d. no Table. 

1774, Aug. 21, Prifoners 2, 

1776, Sep. 6, - - - 3. 


COUNTY 



Oxford Circuit. GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


COUNTY GAOL, GLOUCESTER CASTLE. 

GAOLER, William Williams, 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, - ' - : o : lo. 

^ Felons at Affize, - 0:17: 8, 

at QuarterSeffions, b : 13 ; 4. 

Tranfports, £6 each. • 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, each a fix-penny loaf in two days. 
Garnilh, ‘^0:1. 6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1773, Nov. 24, 15 - - 17, 

1774, Aug. 8, 20 - - 48, 

1775, Dec. 5, 13 - - 24, 

1776, Sep. 5, 8 - - 35, 

Dec. 15, 10 - - 41, (See Remarks.) 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Evans. 

.Duty — Sundiiy, Wednefday, Friday. 

Salary, ,^40. 

SURGEON, None : but on applying to a Juftice. 


GLOUCESTER 
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Remarks. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 

GLOUCESTER CASTLE 

4 

IS alfo one of the County Bridewells ; yet only one Court-yard for 
all Prifoners j and one fmall Day-room, twelve feet by ten, for Men 
and Women-felons. The night-room (the Main ) for Men-felons, 
though up many ftone fteps, is clofe and dark j and the floor is fo 
ruinous, that it cannot be wafhed. Adjoining to the Main, there 
are other night-rooms for Fines &c. men afid women feparate. 
Fines have alfo their fegarate day-room. Many Prifoners died here 
in 1773} always, except in my laft vifit, I faw fome fick in this 
Gaol. The large Dunghill that one conftantly fees near the ftone 
fteps may be one caufc of it. — The whole Prifon is much out of 
repair. Some alterations are now making at the Gateway. I ^pe 
the Gentlemen will ponfider the dreadful condition of the other 
Buildings. 

The upper rooms of the Caftle were the Bridewell j but they are 
not now ufed except occafionally for a Prifoner that has the Small- 
Pox &c. there being no Infirmary. 

Of the Felons &c. In September and December laft, thirteen were 
Tranlpgrts: moft of them conviAed at Lent Allize 1775* About 
twenty were Fines j who not having the County allowance, nor any 
employment, were in September very pitiable objeAs indeed ; half 
naked, and almoft familhed. But • in December their appearance 
was much altered. Mr. Raikes and other Gentleinen took pity on 
them, and generoufly contributed toward the feeding and cloathing 
them. — Mr. Williams has 10 a year as’Bridewell Keeper. 

In this Gaol were fome Prifoners, who had been arrefted by 
Exchequer Writs j in which an Officer is commanded “ to bring 

« the 
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“ the body before the Barons of the Exchequer — at Wellminfter — 
“ to anfwer our Sovereign Lord the King concerning divers tref- 
« pafles, contempts, and offences &c.” The Prifoners are called 
Contempts. In different parts of the Kingdom, there are many Pri- 
foners detained by fuch Writs, which are indeed numerous. 


A TABLE OF DEBTORS FEES allowed by the— Juftices— 
for the County of Gloucejler at the Booth-hall 15 July 1729. 
Approved — by the Judge of Affize— f9th fame month according 
to— an A( 5 l entituled &c. , 

To wit 


! 


Imprimis, for entering the A^ion whereon each Prifoner is 
firft brought into cullody either on Procefs^ Capias^ La- 
tit at f Execution or writ of Excom ad Capiendum 
For entering and difcharging every fecond and other A^llon"^ 
upon Proce/sy Capias^ Latitat or Execution — 3 

For receiving and entering every declaration againft Prifoners 
in cullq^y — — — 5 

For the Certificate of the want of a declaration in order to ^ 
fue out a writ of Super/edeasy — — 3 

For a Copy of each Warrant againft each Prifoner — 


For receiving and entering every Warrant againlleach defen- 7 
dant in cuftody — , — 5 

For the Under Keeper or Turnkey upon each A^ion or Writ 


C S. D. 


o : i8 

o : 13 : 4 

o 

o : 6:8 

0 : j : 4 
o : 2:6 

O : 2 ; 6 


LODGING. 


Every Prifoner who lies in the Keeper’s Lodgings 
in the Sherift* ’s Ward, being the Caftle j pays by the 

Every Prifoner who lyes in the Sheriff’s Ward in his own 
Lodgings pays by the week — — 


! 


Yy 


o : 


o : 


2 : 6 

I ; 6 

The 
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CASTLE. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 

i HE names ot tne j unices wno ugucu auu «ia«.tvv. ..... • 

FEES at the laft SeJJiom , 

Will**. Hodges 
J Temple 
Ed Field 
J Stephens 
Tho Cooke 
K Delabere 
C Hyatt 

The names of the Juftices and Judge of Affize who allowed an 4 
confirmed the above fees at the laft AJJize 

Tho Cooke Ed Field 

J Stephens Tho Hayward. 


Nath*' Lye 
Fr Willis 
Mayn” Cocchester 
Tho* Hayward 
Reg Winniatt 
Tho Syke. 


I have reviewed and examined the above Table of Fees and do 
confirm the fame 


ROB. PRICE. 


other 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

LAWFORD’s GATE, BRISTOL, built 1716, has four 
rooms, eighteen feet by fixteen : in two of them are beds for 
thofe who pay. There is a fmall room in which Felons fleep. 
No chimneys. Court-yard twenty two feet by eighteen ; 
with a pump. It is not fecure and Prifoners are always con- 
fined 
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fined in their rooms. It may be enlarged from the Keeper’s 
Garden j and fhovild be made fecure, that Prifoners may ufe it, 
and have accefs to the pump. The Keeper readily agreed with 
me in that opinion. He is a Sheriff’s Officer: Salary ;^io : 
Fees 6s. 8d. no Table. Straw ten lliillings a quarter: allow- 
ance, if,a Prifoner be very poor, ad. a day ; no employment. 
Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung* up. By a 
Regifter kept in the Prifon, it appears that in eight years and 
a half to September 1776 there were committed to it 572 
Prifoners. • 

1774, Aug. 23, Prijbners 2, 

1775, Dec. 8, - - 3, 

1776, - — 16, - - 6. 

BERKELEY. Quite out of repair. Only one room for men and 
women : no chimney : yard not fecure : no water : no ftraw. 
The fenfible old Keeper lamented the bad effefts of clofe con- 
finement in idlenel's, upon the health of even young ftrong 
Prifoners. Many fuch, he faid, he had known quite incapable 
of working for fome weeks after their difeharge. He told me, 
that fome years ago his Prifoners uled to grind malt for a penny 
a bufliel i and the Jullices would not licence any Viftualler 
whofe malt was not ground here : but that of late years they 
have done no work at all. No allowance. Keeper Francis 
Norman : his Salary ^20: Fees 4s. 4d. no Table. He wrote 
me a Lift of his Prifoners for four years paft } which I will 
tranferibe. 

1774, Aug. 22, Prifoners 3, two Men, one Woman. 

1775, Dec. 6, - - None. 

Y y 2 


BRIDE- 

WELLS. 


Account 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE. Oxford Circuit 


BRIDE- 

VfEllS. 


Account of Prisoners in the Bridewell at Berkeley. 


In the Year 1771, Committed to Labour and Correftion, Prifoners 21., 

Nothing expended. 

Nothing e’arned. 

177 a, Ditto, - 20, 

Nothing expended. 

Nothing earned. 

1773, Ditto, - 19, 

Nothing expended. 

Nothing earned. 

1774, Ditto, ------ 15, 

Nothing expended. 

Nothing earned. 


1775, Ditto to Midfummer Seflions, - - 4 j 

Nothing expended. 

Nothing earned. 

Francis Norman. 


CIRENCESTER. The ground-floor is the Keeper’s fliop for 
garden feeds j and his kitchen &c. On the firft floiy is a 
room about fixtecn feet by eleven for men : one corner of it 
is parted off for a bed-room, called the Cui^, eight feet by 
five. On the fccond ftory is a larger room for women. — I'lie 
whole out of repair j and the yard not fecure enough to let tlie 
Prifoners have the ufe of it. — No allowance to any but Felons 
occafionally committed hither. No employment. Keeper’s 
Salary 13 : he pays Rent £ 1 2. 

1776, Sep. 4, Prifoners 3. 

WINCHCOMB. 
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WINCH COMB. In this Bridewell Prifoners were formerly kept 
all together in the Cellar, Now they are in the Garrets : men 
in one, women in another j each about fourteen feet fquare : 
roof and floors meet : eight feut high to the ridge in the mid- 
dle. A clofe glazed window in each : no chimney. Prifoners 
always confined to their rooms : court-yard not fccuse. The 
County have not laid out any thing upon the Houfe for many, 
years j and the whole is quite out of repair. It is the Keeper’s 
Freehold*: he is upwards of fourfeore j his Salary per Receipts 
jf 12 : to ; o, in filial ^(2. Fees 13s. 4d. no Table. Licence 
for Beer. Claufes of Aft againft SpiTituous Liquors not hung 
up. Allowance, if charged with Felony, three-pennyworth 
of bread a day. No ftraw. 

1776, Dec. 14, Prifoners, i Felon 

2 Women Delinquents fpinning. 


• IN THIS COUNTY IS ALSO 

St. BRIAVEL’s GAOL for debtors. 

The Property of L.ord Berkeley. It is in the Foreji of Dean, One 
room for men, greatly out of repair : no yard ; no water : no allow- 
ance : no firing. One of the two fickly objefts I found thcie, told 
me he lud been confined a twelvemonth, and never once out of the 
difmal room : the other almoft as long. — A room above for women : 
none there. — Keeper no Salary. 

1775, 4 > Prifoners 2. 


BRIDE- 
WELLS &c. 


GLOUCESTER 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 


Remarks. 


GLOUCESTER CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 


GAO^jER, William Jeynes. 

Salary, none : he pays ^^4 : 4 : o a year to the Sheriffs. 

Fees, Debtors, 9 : 8, 

Felons, * o : 12 : 10. 

Tranfports, £^6 each. 

Licence, for Beer. 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, three fliillings a week. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, • three-pennyworth of bread a day each. 
Garnifh, jfo '• 3 • 4- 


Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


1773, Nov. 24, 

1775, Dec. 5, 

1776, Sep. 6, 

Dec. 15, 


3 * - 4 , 

7 - - 7 » 

2 - - 2, 

2 - - 6 . 


CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None j but on applying to the Mayor. 


THIS GAOL, the North-gate, is too fmall. Debtors Felons 
and Petty Offenders, who cannot pay for beds, all together j but 
women feparated at night. No Court-yard j but Debtors have tlie 

privilege of walking upon the Leads, 

The 
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The Gaoler put down a Pump at his own expence; and for reim- 
burfement he dedufts thj-ee pence a week out of three Ihillings a 
•week which the City pays Debtors in common. On the ijth of 
December Prilbncrs have ten ihillings worth of bread from an Eftate 
in llemjled near this City. It is Tent in two-penny loaves. No 
Memorial of it in the Gaol. 

He alfo keeps the City Bridewell at the Eaft-gate : but that is out 
of repair; and Offenders are committed to this Gaol. 


Gloucefier City. 

A TABLE of CHAMBER RENT and FEES 
belonging to the North-gate Gaol &c. 

CHAMBER rents. 

The bell room for each man three fliillings per week. 

The three bed-rooms for each man two fhillings and four pence per week. 
The chamber Called Dan.v' s^neji three fliillings pir week. 

The little chamber called Catt-hcle two fliillings and four pence per week. 
The little room on the flrft floor two fliillings and four pence per week. 


FEES. 




c- 

S. 

D 

ShcriiT’s Warrants of Writs out of King's 

Bench and 

0 ; 

9 • 

8 

Common Pleas, Gaoler 8 s. 4 d. Turnkey 

IS, 4d. 




All Execution-Warrants the fame — 

— 

0 : 

9 • 

8 

City double Adion — — 

— 

0 : 

8 : 

+ 

City fingle Adion — ~ 

— 

0 : 

4 • 

8 

’executions out of Court of Confcience — 

— 

0 : 

2 : 

6 


— 

0 : 

12 : 

10 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 


GLOU- 

CESTER 

CITY, 


Civit Glouc/s Ai Generalm ^artialem Seffienem (Ac. 5 Mar:- 

4'" Georgii //— 1730 


Whereas by an Adt made in the fecond year of the reign of his 
prefent Majcfty — for the Relief &c. — no Fees— or Chamber 
rent to be taken— jtill fettled by three or more Juftices — at the 
Quarter Seffions — and— figned by the Judge of Afiize with 
three or more Jullices — And whereas upon the Examination 
of the Gaoler of the Prifon of the North-gate of this City 
— it apjiearing to us that the above— are the ancient and ac- 
cuftomed FEES — we having reviewed and moderated the faid 
Table of Fees in fome Articles do hereby allow and confirm 
the fame as they are now fettled. 


Signed by us 

John Small Mayor 
CuTLi Payne 
Tho Carill 


COUNTY 
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Western Circuit. HAMPSHIRE, 

OR THE COUNTY OF SOUTHAMPTON. 

COUNTY GAOL at WINCHESTER. 

GAOLER, John White. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, ‘Debtors, : o : o, 

Felons, i \ 

Tranfports, : 5 ; o each, and hire of waggon or 
other carriage. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none : but on applying to the Juftices. 

( See Remarks.) 

Felons, a three-penny loaf each, every other day 
(weight in Sep. 1774, \lb. i^oz.), and 
the College allowance. ( See Remarks.) 
Garnifh, £0 ’. 2 '. 6 . 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


1773, Dec. x6, 21 - - 18, 

1774, Sep. 24, 13 - - 21, 

1775, Dec. 28, 15 - - 29, 

1776, Feb. 27, 15 - - 23- 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Wejlcomb. 


Duty — Sunday, Tuefday, Thurfday. 

-.Salary, lately augmented from ,^30 to £^o„ 

SURGEON, Mr. Lipjcomb. 

Salary, lately augmented from ,^30 to for Felons, 
Bridewell, <ind Common-fide Debtors. 


Zz 


WINCHESTER. 



554 


HAMPSHIRE. 


WiiSTERN Circuit. 


Remarks* 


WINCHESTER. 

« 

THIS GAOL is kept very clean ; and tlie late alterations in it arc • 
Improvements. The prefent Dungeon is down but five fteps : it is 
boarded and has large windows. The former deftru(5live Dungeon 
was darker, and down eleven Heps ; Mr. Lipfcoir^b informed me 
that more than twenty Prifoners had died in it of the Gaol I'cver in 
one year ; and that his predccelfor died of the fame diftemper. The 
Felons day room is cominodioufly enlarged. Their flraw beds and 
coverlids are brought out* and aired when the weather is fine. They 
have every day a clean towel liung on a roller : the prifoner who takes 
care of it and delivers it next day is paid a penny. If a little court, 
which is now fhut up from the Gaol, and totally ufelefs, were 
cleared, lowered, and opened towards the Prifon, it woukl be very 
conducive to health and convenience. 

St. Cross’s Hojpital bread (the Dole) is about a penny loaf given 
to each of the Prifoners fix times a year ; viz. on the eve of the fol- 
lowing days, loth Auguft, 31 ft October, Chriltmas, Eaftcr, 3 d of 
May, and Whitfunday. 

The College alio evame to Felons is, once a week, an ox’s head, four 
flieeps heads and henges, about ieventeen pints of oatmeal, three 
pints of fait, twelve loaves the fize of twopenny ones, about twenty 
gallons of table beer, and generally three times a week the broken 
vlftuals. In Lent they have not the ox head, nor the other meat. 

The Gaoler has two guineas a year for keeping a bread account, 
to check the baker. The Juftices alfo take care of this matter j and, 
in conlequence, the quarterly bills, now the Prifoners have three 
halfpence a day, amount to no more than they did in the laft Gaoler’s 
and Baker’s time when the allowance was but a penny a day. 

Southton. 
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Southton. Js Ad Generaim ^arterialem Seftonem — afud Winton 

nmo.ja„r,i ^>'>Georgiill—i-j2i coram (Ac. 

A TABLE of F E F S— fettlcii- purfuant to an Ac^ — the fecond 
year of his prefent Majefty — entitled an Aft for the relief of 
Debtors &c. 


At the entrance of every Felon for cleanfing the Gaol and") 
finding* candles and all other common neceflarics — 3 
At the difeharge of every Felon to the Gaoler — 

To him for the fccond and every other indi^in^nt ‘-- 
At the difeharge of every Felon to the Turnkey — - 

For the fecond and every other indidment to him — 
To the Gaoler for every Ftdon for Jiis bed on the Mailer's-'^ 
fide weekly — — — 3 

If two lye in the fame bed he may take of each for lodging 0 

in fuch bed — — — 3 

At the entrance of every Debtor for cleanfing the Gaol and i 
finding candle and other nccclTarics — 3 

Of every Dpbtor for each week’s lodging in the Gaoler’s! 

bed on the Mailer’s fide — ^ S 

For each Debtor difeharged to the Gaoler — 

Of him for the fecond and every other Adion — 

To the Turnkey at the difeharge of every Debtor — 

To him of fuch Debtor for the fecond and every other Adion 
At tliC difeharge of every perfon committed for Felony 
and whofe bills lhall be brought in Ignoramus and at 
the difeharge of every perfon committed for not finding 
bail or for other mifdemeanors untlcr the degree of 
Felony no more than — — - 

For Copy of every Warrant for a Debtor — 

For the Copy of every Commitment of a Felon ~ 


araoler’s ^ 


S. D. 

2 : o 

5 • + 
12 : 8 
z : o 

1 : o 

3 •• o 

2 : o 

4 : o 

2 : 6 

0 : o 
10 : o 

2 : o 

1 : o 

*3 : 4 

1 : o 

I : o 


Z Z 2 


And 
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Western Circuit, 


And It IS ordered-— that the Gaoler— fhall not— receive direrfly or indiredlly— - 
any other or greater Fees &c. — And for the better information of Prifoners 
— that the under- written Claufe in the faid A6lof Parliament be Aibfcribed 
at the bottom of the Table of Fees to be hung up— -in each and every 
room Sec. 

And be it further ena^ed-— that every Sheriff, Under Sheriff, Gaoler &c, 
— fhall permit — him or her— -arrefted to fend for— *any beer ale and 
victuals or other neceffary food from what place they plcafe and alfo to 
** have-— fuch bedding linnen &€•— as he (he or they fliall think fit See. 


Copy 

Ed Staweli 
John Foyle. 

Ed Hooker 
Rob Pyke 
Tho*’ Durnford 


Tho‘- Bates 

R. C. C HALONER Cobb 

Benj Woodroofe 

Ric New John Aewick 


At winchester is 

A PRISON FOR DEBTORS, the Cheyney Court in' and for the 
Liberty of the Soke : Property of the Bifhop. Out of repair. TJiere is 
a Garden into which fome Prifoners are admitted. The Bounty of 
the Duke of Chandos fupplies this Prilbn every week with two gallon 
loaves and about twenty pounds of beef. Fees i6s. 8d. no Table. 

1775, Dec. 28, Prifoners 6. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

WINCHESTER. The three rooms are too dole, and the yard 
too fmall for the Prifoners who are commonly numeroiis; 

elpecially 
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efpecially at Quarter Seflions, when they are brought hither bride- 

from the other Bridewells. This Prifon has been fatal to vail wells. 

numbers. The mifery of the Prifoners excited the companion 

of the Duke of Chandos ■, who for fonie years pall: has fent 

them every week about thirty pounds of beef and two gallon 

loaves. \ pump lately funk : no ftraw. Claufes of A£t 

againft Spirituous Liquors hung up. Keeper’s Salary jf4o: 

Fees 7 s. 8 d. no Table. Licence, Beer and Wine. Allow- 
ance, a three-penny loaf in two days : no employment. 

t 

1774, Sep. 24, Prifoners 13, 

1775, Dec. 28, - - 21. 

GOSPORT. Apartments convenient, but not kept clean. The 
yard airy. An oven to purify the clcxiths, but no fuel 
allowed by the County. No ftraw. Keeper a Sherift ’s Officer : 

Salary ^^40 : Fees 6 s. 8 d. no T.able. Licence, Beer and Wine. 

Allowance, two-pennyworth of bread a day : no employment. 

Claufes of A£t againft Spirituous Liquors hung up. 

* 1774, Sep. 27, Prifoners 2, 

1776, Feb. 26, - - - 5. 

ODIAM. Three rooms. Tire Keeper takes to himfelf for a brew- 
houi'e, dairy &c. the middle room, which is far the largeft: : 
the other two are twelve feet by eleven each. Keeper a 
Sheriff’s Officer: Salary /[if: Fees 6 s. 8d. no Table. No 
Licence. Allowance about a pound of bread a day : no ftraw : 
no employment. Claufes of A(ft againft Spirituous Liquors 
not hung up. 

1776, Feb. 28, Prifoners 8. 

NEWPORT 
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NEWPORT in the Ijle of Wight. This is the Keeper’s property. 
Two rooms ; one of them quite <Jark : ho yard : no water. 
Keeper told me his Salary was £19 • 15 : o, for wliich he was 
to fupply each Prifoner daily with three-halfpennyworth of 
bread, and three pints of water. 

1774, Sep. 27, Prifoners non«>. 

HERE IS ALSO 

NEWPORT GAOL. No yard: no water. Allowance three- 
halfpennyworth of bread ; three pints of water. Gaoler’s 
Salary £2- 

1774, Sep. 27, Prifoners none. 

IN this County arc alfo at 
SOUTHAMPTON, 

THPL BAR GATE. Sheriff’s Ward for Debtors. Two rooms: 
in that for women, no chimney. There is no court-yard : no 
water. Keeper, the oldeft Sergeant at Mace : Salary £^ : 
Fees ijs. 4d. no Table. Claufes of Adt againft Spirituous 
Liquors hung up. 

1774, Sep. 24, Debtors 2, 

1776, Feb. 26, - - 2. 

GAOL FOR JELONS, lower end of the town. Two clofe rooms. A 
court-yard: no water. Gaoler’s Salary £^. Prifoners allow- 
ance three-pennyworth of bread a day. 

1774, Sep. 24, Felons none, 

1776, Feb. 26, Ditto. 


BRIDEWELL, 
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BRIDEWELL, joins to the Gaol. Three airy rooms upftairs: 
no yard : no water ; no ftraw : no employment. Keeper, a 
junior Sergeant at Mace: Salary ,^2: Fees 3 s. 4 d. no Table. 
Prifoners allowance three-pennyworth of bread a day : ten 
iliillings a year for bedding. 

1774, Sep. 24, Prifoners none. 

1776, Feb. 26, - - - 2. 

PORTSMOUTH 

TOWN GXOI In one of the rooms,* which is large, Debtors 
and l^'elons hidgc together. The uj^per rooms are for women : none 
in them. Gaoler is Sergeant at Mace : no* Salary : Licence for Beer 
and Wine. Prifoners allowance, Debtors none i Felons four pence 
a day. No bedding nor draw. 

I HAVE a copy of the I'able of Fees hung up in this Gaol : it is 
figned by the Town-Clerk George HidJJj 30th June 1738. He writes 
at the title Fees due to the Sergeants at Mace of the fald Borough, 
which I have known to be paid from the year 1693 and have been 
informed were'antiently paid.” 

For every Commitment 15 s. lod. out of which the Town-CIcrk hath 3 s. 6d. 

&c. &c. 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Sep. 24, 2 - 4, 

1776, Feb. 26, 2 - I. 

BASINGSTOKE 

PRISON, FOR DEBTORS undcr/,io, is one convenient room in 
the Keeper’s Public-Iwufe. He has no Salary. 

1776, Feb. 28, Prifoners none. 


359 

SOUTH- 

AMPTON. 


COUNTY 



WILTSHIRE. Western C’ircuit. 


COUNTY GAOL at SALISBURY. 

r 

GAOLER, 'Thomas Biggs. 

Salary, none. But a year (lately railed from 

to fupply Felons as below. « ( See Remarks.) 
Fees, Debtors, : i : o. 

Felons, i. : 6 : 4. 

Tranfports, ^^4 : 4 : o each, 
licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. ( See Remarks.) 

Felons, a penny loaf a day each (weight in 
Sep. 1774, 8 oz.) •. now 2d. a day; 
i. e; I i d. bread, |d. a quart fmall 
beer. (See Remarks.) 

Garnilh, Debtors Mafter’s-fide, - ^0:8:8, 

Felons and Common-fideDcbtors, 0:4:4. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

177J, Dec. ij, - 14 - - 8, 

■ 1774> Sep. 2j, - 12 - - 9, 

1775, Dec. 27, - 21 - - 15, 

1776, Sep. 3, - 7 - - 12. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr, Vanderplank. 

Duty — Friday. 

Salary, ^40 ; of which ^20 is a Legacy. (See Remarks.) 

SURGEON, Mr. Crompon. 

Salary, : 10 : o for Felons and Common-fide Debtors. 

SALISBURY. 
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SALISBURY. 

THE PRISON in this City called Fijherton-Anger Gaol (from 
the name of the Parilh in which it^ftancls) near a fine ftream, is alfo 
one of the county briijewells. Only one yard. No day-room for 
Common-fide Debtors, nor Felons : each fort have their fire on a 
brick hearth raifed in the middle of their refpeftive lodging-rooms, 
without chimney. The Debtors room over the Felons. Women- 
felons have a feparatc room, more commodious. 

Mr. Btoos has : ij : 4 Salary for the Bridewell; and ;^io 
a year for Fees of Prifoners acquitted at O^iarter Seflions. He pays 
Window-tax : 15 : o. 

The hift time I was there, I faw a new building in the yard; a 
liable, cart-houfe, and brew-houfe; with an Infirmary over them; 
one room for men, another for women. I could not help wifliing 
that the lower part inllead of liable &c. had been two day-rooms 
with fire-places, one for Common-fide Debtors, another for Felons. 

That part of the Prifon which was the Bridewell is not fecure ; 
and Petty Offenders are confined in the Gaol. 

Just without the Prifon-gate is a round llaple fixed in the wall: 
through it is put a chain, at each end of which a Common-fide 
Debtor padlocked by the leg, Hands offering to thofe who pafs by, 
nets, laces, purfes &c. made in the Prifon. The two whom I faw 
there lall were Crox’/i Debtors not cleared by the late Infolvenc Ad. 

I HAVE been informed, that at Chriflmas, Felons chained together 
were permitted to go about ; one of them carrying a fack or bafket 
for food, another a box for money. 


Remarks* 


A a a 


Twenty 



WILTSHIRE. 
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Twenty pounds a year of the Chaplain’s Salary is paid by Lord 
Weymouth by a Bequeft of Thomas ‘thyme, Efq. who bound for 
Payment the Manors of IVeobly and Rojs in the County of Hereford. 
The Bequeft was recognized by Lord Weyviouth in a Deed of Settle- 
ment dated 2d November 1709. • 

Lord Pembroke pays a Legacy of a year; part to the Chap- 
lain himfelf, viz., a guinea for a hat ; the remainder to be by him 
diftributed among the Prifoncrs. Mr. Smith of Salijhtay left the 
Intereft of to be divided among them. No Memorial of anv 
Legacy hung up in the Gaol. 


— Die Julii, y-Georgii IT Amo Dorn 1729 


A TABl-E of FEES now and ’ heretofore ufually demanded- 
and alfo for chamber rent &c.— according to an Ad- 
intituled an Ad for the Relief &c. 


. £. S. D. 

For entering and difcharglng every AB'ton or Proce/s Capias 1 
or Latitat — ' 

Entering and difeharging of every fecond Adion — o ; lo ; o 

Entering and difeharging every — o : lo ; o 

For the Under Keeper or Turnkey each Adion and Writ o ; i : o 


FELONS. 


For every commitment and difeharge by a Juftice of Peace or 
in Court — 

For every commitment for not finding bail for good 
b^aviour _ 


1:5:4 


o : 13 : 4 


For 
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c. s. D. 

For every commitment and difcharge of ballardy — o : 13 : 4 

For every Ignoramus upon Felony — - — 0:13:4 

Forevery commitment and difcharge on the Statute of I ; 5:4 

To the Under Keeper on each of the i^aufes — o : i : c 


LODGINGS. 


Every Prifoner that lyes in the Keeper’s lodging in the Prize 0 
or Sheriff’s Ward pays by the week — 5 


'fi '' 


We whofe names are here under written-— at the General Quarter 
Sefflons — held— at Warmtnfter—Cso ^^ereby-— allow the fame 

H Coker 
J Montague 
Jn°- Cooper 
Jn Eyles 


Tho*‘ Phipps 
Edw" Ashe 
Edw“ Younge. 


There is alfo at SALISBURY the 

t 

CITY GAOL: the Property of the Billiop : out of repair. 
Two rooms for Felons, and three above them for Debtors. No 
Court-yard : no water : no draw. The Gaoler pays j^8 a year to a 
Domedie of the Bilhop. His Lordfliip fends to the Prilbners at 
Chriftmas thirty fliillings worth of meat, and ten Ihillings worth of 
bread,* Licence for Beer: Fees 14s. 4d. no Table. — Allowance, 
Debtors none ; Felons three-halfpence a day. 

Debtors. Felons &C. 

1775, Dec. 27, 3 - - 

1776, Sep. 3, 1 - - o, - 2 Deferters. 


A a a 2 


OTHER 
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BRIDE- OTHER . 

WELLS. 

COUNTY B'RIDEWELLS. 

DEVIZES. This is alfb the Town Gaol. It has two night- 
rooms for men, and two for women : but the da}'-room and 
court-yard with water, common. — A fmall work-fliop ; I faw 
no body in it. — 'An'Infirmary of two rooms. — Four rooms for 
Mafter’s-fide Debtprs. — All clean at my laft vifit ; lately 
white-waflied &c. 

Allowance to Offenders three-halfpennyworth of bread 
a day (weight in Sep. 1776, 18 ounces), and a pint of fmall 
beer. Straw a guinea a year. 

There was a Debtor from the Court of Requefts, he had 
a wife and four fmall children. Twelve weeks confinement 
clears fuch Debtors. 

Two or three years ago the Gaol-Fever carried off many : 
but as the Infirmary and fome of the other rooms mentioned 
above have been built fince that time, there is now little 
danger of that diftemper ; provided care be taken to feparate 
Prifoners in the apartments built for that purpofe. Claufes of 
Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

The Gaoler has a Salary ofj(io, and keeps a public-houfe. 

Debtors. Petty Offenders. 

>774, Aug. 4, 3 - - 17, 

1776, Sep. 4, I - - 13. 


MARL- 



Western Circuit. 


WILTSHIRE. 


MARLBOROUGH. ' A smTaix common work-room : a fizeable 
lodging-room for women : another for men : this is thirteen 
feet and a half by nine feet ^eight inches ; window eighteen 
inches by fifteen, not to the open air, but to the work-room, 
which hi« but one window. All thefe rooms are on the 
ground-floor j and by a fewer within doors, they, are made 
very offenfive, efpecially the men’s night-room ; in which, 
when I was there firft, I faw one dying on the floor of the 
Gaol-Fever. The Keeper told me *that juft; before one had 
died there, and another foon after his^difeharge. Up ftairs are 
three rooms for thole who pay. No court-yard : no water 
acceflible to Prifoners : no ftraw. Allowance to Petty Offenders 
none ; Felons two-pennyworth of bread a day. Keeper’s Salary 
lately raifed from £io to in lieu of Fees; which, in a 
Table dated 1671, were Felons jf 1 ; 6 ; 4, Petty Offenders 
£0 : 14:4 &c. Licence for Beer. At my two laft vifits, 
fome Priloners at work. 

I HEARD the Juftices had viewed the out/ide of this Prifon. 


* 774 > 

Aug. 

5 » 

Prifoners 6, 

U 75 > 

Dec. 


- - - 8, 

U76, 

Dec. 

i 7 > 

- - - 17. 


BRIO n- 
W ELLS, 


COUNTY 


cr 
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COUNTY GAOL at DORCHESTER. 

GAOLER, James Chaffey. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, - - • 3 '• 

Felons atAflize, - i : J ‘-.S, 

Quarter Seflions, o : 17 •.4. 

TranfportSj ^ each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none ; but on applying to Juftices. 

Felons, three-halfpennyworth of bread a day 
( "iveight in Sep. 1774, l2-i- oz.). 
Garnifli, Debtors, : 1 : 7, 

Felons, 0:1:3. 


Number of 

- 

■- 

Debtors. 

Felons See, 


Dec. 


21 

- 9 > 

1774. 

Sep. 

21, 

19 - 

- 9 > 

i 77 S> 

Dec. 

26, 

14 - 

- 7 - 


CHAPLAIN, ^tv.m.Bobney. 

Duty — Friday ■, altered lately to Sunday and Wednefday. 
Salary, raifed lately from ^^30 to ,^50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Ketm. 

Salary, j^30 for Debtors and Felons. 


DORCHESTER. 
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DORCHESTER. 

THIS GAOL out of repair, and dirty. Only one yard. In 
September 1774, two Debtors tol^ me they had lived five or fix 
weeks on nothing but the County bread and water. In December 
1775, the Small-Pox in the Gaol: no Infirmary. Claules of Aft 
againft Spii ituous Liquors not hung up. 

Mr. John Derby left twenty fliillings a year for bread to be 
diltribntcd among the Prifoners on the foj.ir Quarter-days : no Me- 
morial of this hung up. 

■» 

Mr. CjiAf key has been G.aolcr above forty-four years. I copied 
a paper of Rules and Orders figned by him : the laft article requires 
Garnilh of a New-comer. 

The following Table in the Gaol is hardly legible. 


Dor/ei, \ 'I'ABLE of FEES to be taken by — the Gaoler or 
X Jl Keeper of the Sheriff’s Ward at Dorchejler — fettled-— 
at i^baJloH-—\ ^ih. July--- -54111 of George II— 1760 puriuant to .an Act 
— intituled .an Aft for Relief of Debtors &;c. 


bciis in the (.ime room and who finds himfelf bed 


£. S. D. 


Imprimis for the Commitment Fee of every Prifoner for 
Debt Damage Contempt or otherwife in Civil Suits 
though it be on fcvcral .Adions — — 

For the Chamber rent of every Prifoner fo committed who'l 
lhall have a bed to himfelf and although there are more 1 


j. 

i 




bedding and fhccts weekly and every week 


- J 


13 : 4 


Remar Ki, 


If 
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If there be two Prifoners and no more in one bed finding 
their own bed bedding and fheets then each of them 
to pay weekly and every week for Chamber rent 
Every Prifoner who at his own defire has a bed to himfelf 
and although there arc morebAls than one in each room 
and the Keeper judge bedding and 

iheeting Aall pay for fuch Chamber rent and for the* 
ufc of each bed and bedding weekly and every week 
Prifoners in one bed and no more in one bed and the 
Keeper finding bed bedding and (beets then every of 
them to pay weekly nnd every week for the ufe of fuch 
bed bedding and Chamber rent — 

For the ufc of the Comlnon room the Prifoner finding his 
bed and bedding — — 

But if the Keeper finds bedding then — 

For the Liberate and Difchargc of every Prifoner out of the 
faid Prifon for Debt or otherwife in Civil Suits or 
Aflions — — — — 

For the Turnkey Fees of every Prifoner difeharged — 




ng his 7 

1 } 


— O 






I : o 


2 : o 


I : Q 


o : o 


0 : 6 

2 : o 


1 • n 


Ric Brodrepp R Riggs 

Jn° Jennings E Okeden 


' J Hanham 
John Freke 


Tije above written Fees have been perufed by Us liis Majelly’s 
Jullices of Aflize for the Wejiern Circuit at the Affizes held at 
Borchejler in and for tlie faid County of Borjet the 24th day of 
July 1760 and we do approve the fame 

E WILMOT W NOEL 


Examined with the Original by John Wallis 
Clerk of the Peace of the County of Dor/et, 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELL at SHERBORN. 


Too fmall; and the ceilings |pw. Keeper’s Salary ^^40: Fees 
13s. 4d. no Table. Allowance a three-penny loaf in two days, 
weight in Sep. 1774, ilb. 15^2. ■ No employment. No draw. The 
Keeper ' told me he had fpoken in behalf of his fick Prilbners to the 
Clerk of the Peace, who faid “ he thought the late Aft did not 
extend to Bridewells.” 

The Juftices have very judicioufly provided for the relief of 
Prifoners going to different Quarter Sefllons. Their Order dated 
12th April 1774 is as follows. 

Sherhorn, Dorfet. THE great inhumanity that frequently hap- 
pens unto the* feveral Prifoners — conveyed to the different Quarter 
Seffions to be tryed — by the walking loaded with heavy irons — 
being taken into confidcration — it is the Refolution and Order of this 
Court that for the future the Gaol-Keeper and Bridewell-Keeper 
lhall provide for one Prifoner only a horfe, for two or more a con- 
venient cart or carriage for the conveying them : and to be allowed 
the 'funj of three pence per mile for one perfon ; for two or more the 
fum of fix pence a mile &c. 


1774, Sep. 22, Prifoners 9. 


Bbb 


P06L 
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■ P o o i> 

TOWN GAOL. Two rooms, down three fteps. No water. 
Keeper, no Salary : Fees 13 s. 4d. *00 Table. Allowance to Debtors 
and Felons as. 3d. a week each. 

Debtor. Felons, 

1776, ‘Feb. a6. None, 


BRIDEWELL, in the Work-houfe yard. Three fioall 
dirty rooms. Keeper is the Mailer of the Work-houfe, which 
he farms. 


1776, Feb. 163 Prifoners none but a Lunatic, 


HIGH 
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HIGH GAOL AT EXETER, 

TOR FELONS. 

GAOLER, Benjamin Sherry. 

Salary, none. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, ^ Felons, : 14 : 4. 

Tranfports, ,^1:1:0 each. \See Remarks.) 

Licence, none. But he fells fmall beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Felons, twenty-two ounces of bread a day each. 
Garnifli, lately abolifhed. 


Number of 


- 

- Felons &c. 

1774. 

Feb. 

18, 

20, 

— 

Sep. 


14 > 

177 5 > 

Dec. 

16, 

25. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Stabback. 

Duty — Sunday Sermon, and twice a week Prayers. 

Salary, j^40. 

SURGEON, Mr. Rule. 

Salary, for Gaol and Bridewell. ($ee Remarks.) 

THIS GAOL is the Property of Rolk Walter^ Efq. whofe Remarks. 
Family had a Grant of it from the Duchy of Cornwall : the Gaoler 
pays him Rent £22 per annum. The houfc and yard too Imall : no 
fewer. The three night-dungeons down three fteps are clofe and 

B b b 2 unhealthy : 
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unhealthy: the windows too fmall. An Infirmary, commodious 
enough, is lately built ; but the ftairs that lead up to it are intolc- 
fably bad. The Prilbners make cabbage-nets for twopence a dozen} 
and purfes of different forts from four pence to feven pence a dozen : 
the Turnkey finds the twine and thread. — Two Sailors fined a fliil- 
ling each, had i ; i : 4 each to pay the Clerk of thj Peace, befides 
the Gaoler’s Fees. Mr. Rule the Surgeon told me that he was by 
contrail excufed from attending in the Dungeons any Prifoners that 
fliould have the Gaol-Fever. 

There is no liable of Fees, But by the clpfe of the Preamble at 
the Sheriff’s Ward, the .Table there feems to have included ori- 
ginally the Fees of this Gaol alfo. 

The Gaoler has for each Tran/port two guineas from the Merchant, 
to whom the County pays per contrail ,^5. 

About Chriftmas, the Gaoler permits his Prifoners to fblicit 
Charity in the City. When I was laft there the box was broke open, 
fuppofed by the perfon who conduiled them and abfeonded. If 
«ny Gentleman would undertake the difpofal of the Contributions, 
this would not only prevent fuch a fraud, but the money laid out for 
meat, firing &c. would be far more beneficial than their fpending 
moll of it in liquor. 

It was commendable and exemplary in the Juftices of this County 
# 

to fix the Felons allowance by a certain weight of good bread, not 
variable with the price. 


SHERIFF’S 
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SHERIFF'S WARD, EXETER; 
THE COUNTY PRISON for debtors. 


KEEPER, John Jutfum. 
Salary, none. 

Fees, £0 •. 14 : 4. 
Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, none. 
Garnifli, : i : 4. 

* 

Number of - - - 

- Debtors. 

1774, Feb. 20, 

43 , 

Sep. 1 2, 

24. 

1775, Dec. 15, 

34 - 


CHAPLAIN, None. On Sunday a Prifoner reads Prayers and 

dines with the Keeper. 

SURGEON, None. 

THE Sheriff’s Ward or Prifon is in the Parilh of St. Thomas the Remaris. 
Apoftlc, in the County of Devon. 

THJi.rooins are large and convenient, but out of repair. Court-yard 
ipacious. Good rules of oeconomy. An humane Keeper. He 
has a good fire for Cominon-fide Debtors — he faid he would glad- 
ly relinquifh his Fees for a Salary of — and told me that during 

his time, about twelve years, no more than four or five Debtors had 
obtained their aliment, the Groats. 

1760 
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J760 SHERIFF’S WARD. 

Devo«, A T the General Quarter Seffidns of the Peace held at 
*to wit, J \ the Caftle of Exon the 15th Jan. 1760 before Richard 
Beavis Efqf. George ’Emner^ William Gifford Martin, William Kitt/on, 
Efq™. and others &c. The Court having confidcred the report of 
Sir Richard Warwick Bamfylde Barf Sir George Toinge Bart. Uewj 
Crewes Efq''. and John Snow Clerk, Juftices of &c. — appointed to en- 
quire into Fees taken by the prefent Keeper and Gaoler of this Coun- 
ty, and having confidered the Table of Fees heretofore taken by the 
■Keeper of the Sheriff’s V^ard, and the Fees taken by the Keeper of 
the High Gaol and Keeper of the Bridewell of this County doth in 
purfuance of an Aft — entitled &c. — fettle and eftablifh the following 
Table of Rates and Fees of the Keepers of the laid fcveral Prilbps &c. 


A TABLE of the RATES and FEES allowed to be taken 
by the Keeper of the Sheriff’s Ward for the County of Devon, 


For the commitment fee of every Prifoncr for debt, damages, -y 
and contempts though it be on feveral adions or pro- > 
ceffes only — — — J 

To the Turnkey . 

For every liberate — — — • 

For the ufe of a bed in a Angle room for one perfon by the week 
The ufe of a room where there are two or more beds and two 7 
lodge in a bed each perfon by the week j 

The ufe of the common room if the Keeper finds bedding 7 
each perfon by the week — 5 

If the Prifoner finds bedding — — 


£. S. D. 
0 : 13 

o ; I ; o 
o ; a ; o 
o : 3:0 


< 


nothing 


We do hereby approve and ratify the Table of Fees above written 
purfuant to the faid Statute 


R» Warwick Bamfylde 
Nich* Nutcombe Bluett 
Henry Crewes. 


E WILMOT 
Wm. NOEL 


RULES 
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RULES AND ORDERS to be obferved in the Sherds Ward 
or Frifon for the County of Devon. Cha* Hayne, Sberifff 


NO Prifoner to ^bufe the Turnkeys — if they do — to be confined. 

If Turnkeys ufe them ill — to complain to Under-Sheriff or Keeper. 

Doors of lodging rooms — to be unlocked— in winter — at fun rifing; 
— in fummer^at fix. ^ 

Prisoners to be called over within the fore-door — at candle-lighting* 
—and locked up in their feveral rooms a> nine at night. 

Fore-gate to be locked at nine at night in lummer, at eight in winter. 

No Prifoner — to go outfide of the rails towards the fore-gate. 

No comber or weaver to work in lodging rooms. 

No Prifoner’s Family, or Wife, to lodge in the Prifon without con- 
fent of Keeper. 

No Prifoner to be without the fore-door of the Prifon-houfe on Sun- 
days in time of Divine Service. 

No perfon to bring any Spirituous Liquors into the Prifon. 

After the door is fhut at night no large jugs of beer to be brought, 
but pints or quarts may be put in at the window. 

No Prifoner to throw any rubbifh in the pump yard. 

No Prifoner to keep any dog. 

No wood to be cut or cleaved in. the chambers — it fpbils the 
plaiftering. 

Keeper to place any Prifoner where he thinks proper for fafety. 

No Prifoner to remove his bed wjthout Keeper’s confent. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELL at EXETER, 

IN ST. *T H O M A S’S. 


Spacious, but out of repair : the windows, fmall and glazed yet 
no cafements. An Infirmary. — Keeper’s Salary £ 6 o ; no Fees. He 
is a Woollen Manufaftvfrer, and employs fome. of .his Prifoners. 
Others of them might work in the large Garden and Yard at Rope- 
making, Packthread-lpinning &c. His number of Prifoners for 
three years was in 1772, 925 in j 77J> 163; in 1774, 144. When 
I was there laft, eight or ten of the Prifoners were women ; and ytft 
the houfc was dirty. Allowance, two-pennyworth of bread a day 
(weight in Sep. 1774, 19* ounces). The County have appointed a 
Chaplain, with a Salary of and a Houfe joining to the Prilbn 
which he lets for £6 a year. 

1774, Sep.' 12, Prifoners 22, 

1775, Dec. 24, - - 34. 


EXETER 
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EXETER CITY AND COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER,^ Sarah Strong, 

Salary, ^lo. 

Fees, Debtors, : i6 ; 4, 

Felons, o : 14 : 4. 

Tranfports, the Expenfe. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, three-halfpennyworth of bread adaycach. 
Garnilh, Debtors, ,Co : 3 : 6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Feb. ao, ii - - i, 

1775, Dec. 15, 7 - “ 2* 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None. But ordered for Felons by the Chamber 

upon occafion. 


THIS GAOL, called the South-gate Prifon, has in the Keeper’s Remarks. 
houfe, convenient apartments for Debtors. The three wards on the 
other fide of the gateway, for Felons, are very clofe and offenfivc ; 
no chimney : no court-yard : no water : no fewer. 

Here are fent fifty-one penny loaves every week to the Debtors j if 
only one, he has the whole, if more, they are equally divided amongft 

C c c them : 
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EXETER 

CITY. 


them : from what Legacies they come is not known in the Gaol, as 
no other Memorial is hung up than two painted boards, which con- 
tain Memorials of fundry Bequefts. They are not dated j one of 
them feems ancient. I will tranfcribe the’ Legacies from thefe 
after the Table of Fees. 


City TiXidi County of the 7 Tp EES of the Gaoler or Keeper — of the 
City of Exon ( to wit ^ Gaol — called the Compter — at the South- 

Gate — fettled — at the General Quarter Sefllons — held at t\\tGuild-Hall 
— loth April — nth Geofge II — 1738— in purfuanc'e of an Aft for 
the Relief of Infolvent Debtors &c. 


£. S. D. 

For the Commitment Fee of every Prifoner for Debt, 1 

Damages^ Contempt or otherwife though it be on > o : 13 : 4 

fevcral Actions or Proccfles — J 

To the Turnkey — — — o ; i : o 

For every Literate — — — 0:2:0 

For the ufe of a bed in a fingle room for one perfon per week o : 3:0 

For the ufe of a room wherein arc two or more beds, and *1 , 

Co; 2:6 

two lodge in each bed, then for each bed — 5 

For the ufe of the Common room the Prifoner finding the bed»o : 0:6 

But the Keeper finding the bed then per week — 0:1:0 


Arthur Culme Mayor 
Nath*- Dewdney 
Tho' Coppleston 


The above Table of Fees hath been reviewed and confirmed by us 
his Majefty’s Juftices of Afllze for the Wejlern Summer Circuit 
held in and for the City of Exon and County of the fame City. 
a4th July 1738. 

J FORTESCUE 
Wm THOMPSON 


LEGACIES. 
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LEGACIES. EXETER 

CITY. 

A MEMORIALL of certayne Guyftes to the yeerlie value of 
Twenty Poundes geeven by Laurence Seldon, and Elizabeth^ his 
Wife, to be diftributed by the Maior and BaylifFes of the Cittie 
of Exon for ever as followith : 


In Bread 
weeklie 
to the Poore 


r 

i 

L 


Prifoncrs in the Kinges Gaole 
neer the Caflcll of Exon 


} 


Prifoncrs in the Shcrives Warde, 
Gaole, and Counter of the 
Cittie of Exon 




S 

2 


d 

6 


6 


Shills 

yeerly 

26 


£ 

6 . 10 • o 


The other articles in this piece of antiquity, fuch as as. 6d. 
a year to the Mayor of the City &c. I mull omit as foreign to my 
purpofe. 


The memorial on the other board is as follows : 

Exon 

Southgate. Mrs. Hejler Reed gave fixpcncc a week for ever, to thi# 
* Prlfon to be paid out of a Tenement called Fen in the Parifti of 
Culemtony and laid out in middling wheat bread and diftributed always 
to the Prifoncrs in the She^jo. • 


^ The ^hew or Bhw Is the Common ward for poor Debtors, who beg by letting down a Hioe. 


C c c 2 


PLYMOUTH 
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PLYMOUTH TOWN GAOL 


Two rooms for Felons; and a large room ab<«re for I>ebtors. 
One of the former, the Clink, feventeen feet by eight, about five feet 
and a half high, with a wicket in the door feven inches by five to 
admit light and air. To this, as I was informed, three men who 
were confined near two ^months under fentence of Tranfportation, 
came by turns for breach. The door had not been opened for five 
weeks when I with difficulty entered to fee a pale inhabitant. He 
had been there ten weeks under fentence of Tranfportation, and fiid 
he had much rather have been hanged than confined in that noifome 
cell. No yard : no water : no fewer. The Gaolers live diftant : 
they are three Sergeants at Mace. Fees 15 s. lod. no Table. 
Allowance to Debtors, none but on application : Felons two- 
pennyworth of bread a day. No ftraw. 

« 

Debtors. Felon. 

1774, Sep. 15, 3 - I, 

1775, Dec. 17, 0-0. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at LAUNCESTON, 

FOR FELONS. 


GAOLER, John Mulesy Deputy, under Coryndon Carpenter Eiq. 

Conftable of the Caftle. 

• \ 

Salary, lately augmented by the County from^^S to {,12. 

Fees, Felons, j^o ; 16 : 8. 

Tranljwrts, 4d. a mile each. 

Licence, none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Felons, a three-penny loaf each in two days; 

white or brown at their option ( weight 
in Dec. 1775, of white bread 1 ih. 10 oz, 
brown 2 lb. a oz.). 

Number of - - - Felons &c. 

1774, Feb. 19, - II, 

Sep. 13, - 8, 

1775, Dec. 23, - 6. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Lethbridge. 

* Duty— Tuefday and Friday. 

Salary, lately reduced from ^^50 to 

SURGEON, Mr. Bennet. 

Salary, ,^15. 


LAUNCESTON. 
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Western Circuit, 


Remarks* 


LAUNCESTON. 

THIS GAOL, though built in a large yard belonging to the old 
ruinous Caftle, is very fmall j lioul'e and court meafuring only fifty 
two feet by forty four ; and the houfe not covering half that ground. 
The Prifon is a room or paflage twenty three feet and a half by feven 
and a half, with only one window two feet by one and a half : — and 
three Dungeons or. Cages on the fide oppofite the window : thefe are 
about fix and half feet de^ ; one nine feet long ; one about eight ; 
one not five: this laft forewomen. They are all very ofienfive. No 
chimney : no drains : no water : damp earth floors : no Infirmary. 
The yard not fecure ; and Prifoners feldom permitted to go out to it. 
Indeed the whole Prifon is out of repair, and yet the Gaoler lives 
diftant. I once found the Prifoners chained two or three together. 
Their provifion is put down to them through a hole in the floor of the 
room above (ufed as a Chapel) j and thofe who ferve them there, often 
catch the fatal fever. At my firft vifit I found the Keeper, his AlTiftant, 
and all the Prifoners but one, fick of it : and heard that a few years 
before, many Prifoners had died of it j and the Keeper and his wife 
in one night. 

I LEARNED that a woman who was difeharged juft before my firft 
vifit (by the Grand Jury making a colleftion for her Fees) had been 
confined three years by the Ecclefiaftical Court j and had three chil- 
dren in the Gaol. There is no Table of Fees. 

The King, of his Royal Bounty, has offered two thousand pounds 
towards a new Gaol } but nothing is done by the County. 

I WAS edified by the ferious behaviour of the Chaplain at Prayers. 

The 
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The Prifoners refpeft him, and were very attentive. He has a large 
.family : I was forry for the late reduftion of his Salary. 

« 

The Mayor fends the Prifoners weekly one Ihilling’s worth of 
bread : no memorial of the legacy in^the Gaol. Tranfports have not 
the King’s allowance of as. 6d. a week. Claufes of againft 
Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELl’at BODMIN. 


The County pays 20 a year for this Prifon. It is much out of 
repair and the walls round the yard not fafe enough to let Prifoners 
ufe it. The night rooms are two garrets, with fmail Iky-lights 
feventecn inches by twelve, dole glazed. I was informed that a few 
years ago the Gaol-Fever was very fatal, not only in the Prifon, but 
alfo in the Towij. Keeper’s Salary lately raifed from ^20 to jfa8. 
Fees i6s. 8d. no Table. Allowance a three-penny loaf in two days ; 
(weight, Dec. 1775, 31 oz.) No employment. A Surgeon to this 
Bridewell his Salary ^zo. 

1774, Sep. 14, Prifoners 19, 

1775, Dec. 22, - - - 29. 


SHERIFF'S 
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CORNWALL. 


Western Circuit. 


Remarks. 


SHERIFF’S WARD at BODMIN, 

t 

THE COUNTY PRISON for debtors. 

KEEPER, JoJepb Gatty. 

Salary, ^ 

Fees, Debtors, j^o : 13 : 4 > 

Befidcs o ; 4 ; i to the Sheriff. 

Licence, of late none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, none. 

Garnilh, £p : 2 : o. 

Number of - - - Debtors. 

1774, Sep. 14, - 19, 

1775, Dec. 22, - 18. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None. 


THIS PRISON, for which the Sheriff pays jf20 a year, is out of 
repair. A fpacious back-yard, with a ftreain running through it. The 
Keeper pays Window-tax ,^3:7: o, and I faw fome windows were 
flopped up. — He faid he had been Keeper above twenty years ; and 
during the whole time had but four Prifoners who obtained from 
their Creditors the allowance commonly called the Groats. 


FALMOUTH 
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FALMOUTH TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms : no court-yard : no water. 

1775, *?» Prifoners none. 

• 

TRURO TOWN GAOL 

Built about two years ago upon a good plan. Two houfes in 
front, for the two Sergeants at Mace who are the Keepers. Crofs 
the yard is the Prifon j which conAfts of four convenient rooms, 
two of them viulted : no pump, ^ 

1775, Prifoi^rs none. 

PENZANCE TOWN GAOL. 

Two clofe rooms: no court -yard: no water. 

1775, Dec. ai, Prifoners none. 

At PENZANCE is -alfo 
A PRISON for the Hundred and Liberties of PEN WITH, 

The Property of Lord Arundel, Two rooms in the Keeper’s 
ftable-yard j but diftant from his houfe, and quite out of Aght and 
heating. The room for men is full eleven feet fquare, and Ax high ; 
window eighteen inches fquare : no chimney. Earth Aoor j very 
damp. The door had not been opened for four weeks when I went 
in } and then the Keeper began Aioveling away the dirt. — There was 
only one Debtbr, who feemed to have been robuft, but was grown 
pale' by ten weeks clofe conAnement, with little food, which he had 
from a brother, .who is poor and has a family. He faid, the damp- 
nefs of the Prifon, with but little, ftraw, had obliged him (he Ipoke 
with forrow) to fend for the bed on which fome of his children lay. 

Ddd He 
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He had a wife and ten children, two of whom died fince he came 
tliither, and the reft were almoft ftarving.~He has written me a 
letter fince, by which I learn that his diftrefs was not mitigated, 
and that he had a companion, miferable as himfclf. — No allowance. 
Keeper no Salary : Fees 8 s. 4d. C/ery aftion, no Table. 

A YEAR or two ago five Prifoners, I was informed, grew defperate 
by what they fufFered in this wretched Prifon, and broke out. 

1775, Dec. ar, Prifoner i. 

t . 

LOSTWITHIEL GAOL for debtors, 

€ 

Is the Property of the Duke of Cornwall^ Lord of the Stannaries. 
It was lately repaired and whitewafhed. The Rules extend over the 
whole Borough. The Keeper told me that he lately had a Prifoner 
who was arrefted for 0 : the man had a large family, and not a bad 
charafter j yet the Plaintiff paid him his groats for two years j and 
dying then, bound his Eftate for the continual Payment of them : 
but the Infolvent Aft freed the Prifoner and the Eftate. — Keeper no 
Salary : Fees i js. 4d. no Table. 

1774, Sep. 14, Prifoners 4, 

1775, Dec. 18, - - 2. 

PENRYN GAOL for debtors. 

St. Leonard’s Chapel : the Property of the Earl of GodolpMtu 
One room thirteen feet fquare, fix high : window about two feet by 
one foot four inches. Keeper (a woman) complained of paying 
Rent ,^4, and of the Prifon window being taxed with thofe in her 
houfe. 

1775, Dec. 10, Prifoners none. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at IVELCHESTER. 

GAOLER]* Edward Scadding. 

Salary, of late, 

Fees, Debtors, £q \ 14 : 4, 

. Felons, o : 6:8.% 

Tranfports, ^^3 : 12 : o each. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, two pence a day each, money ; lately 
altered to the value in ftandard-bread. 
Garnifli, jCo : 3 : 6. 


Number of 

- 


Debtors. 

Felons 8cc. 

•* 774 > 

Feb. 

21, 

3 * - 

- 22, 

— 

Aug. 


45 - 

- 18, . 

‘ 775 > 

Dec. 


34 " 

- * 7 * 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Dumett -, now Rev. Mr. Tefter^ 
Duty — Sunday, Wednefday, Friday. 

Salary, 

SURGEON, Mr. Shorland. 

Salary, 


Ddd2 


IVELCHESTER. 
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Remarks* 


IVELCHESTER. 


THE GAOL is near the river, and has no offenfive fewers. 
The apartments roomy i but the court-yards too little.*’ They might 
be enlarged caftward. Men-felons have no day-room: a room, 
which is fit, and feems to have been defigned for that ufe, is taken 
by the Gaoler for a liable^ Affizes never held here. , Prifoners are 
moved for trial to the Bridewell at Taunton ; or to Bridgewater where 
the Prilbn is only one room j or to Wells where there is no Prilbn at 
all : and yet, at Midfummer Aflizc 1775 the Prifoners were kept in 
that City eight days. 

Every time I was here I faw one Thomas Hayes who was com- 
mitted by order of the Ecclefiaftical Court. 


Ivelcbeftery Somerjetjhire. July 29 1761 

A True Copy of the RULES and FEES &c. belonging 
to IveUbefter Gaol figned by the underwritten Gentlemen. 

£. S. D. 

Firft To the Fees at the Difcharge of the Debtor ~ 0 : 13 : ^ 

To the Turnkey — — — 0:1:0 

For every Debtor’s lodging fingly weekly including thel ^ , i • 6 
ttfe of a bed and bedding — ~ 3 

But if two lodge together each to pay weekly ~ 0:0:9 

The Gaoler is not to compel any Debtor to lodge fipgie. 


If 
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Edw® Phelips Efq. 

Rev. Dr. Campun Do<Jtor of Laws 
Jn° Brigdale, 

W” Roobaro, 

Giles Str.ang£Way, 

J^uftices of the Peace. 

These Laws were approved of and figned by the under-written 
Judges July 29. 1761 

EARDLY WILMOT 
Wm NOEL 

Examined by John Donne Clerk of the Peace 


COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

TAUNTON. CoNVENiEJTT apartments, court-yard, pump &c. 
If the windows, efpecially that in the fick ward (lately added) 
were enlarged, and the Prifon be conftantly kept as clean as it 
was laft time I faw it, they would have little to apprehend- 
from the Gaol-Fever i which, fix years ago, for want of an 
Infirmary and reparation, infefted the whole Prifon, fo that of 
nineteen Prifoners eight died.— Allowance two-pence a day : 

no 


If a Debtor has a bed and bedding of his own then to pay i , i * o 
weekly _ * — . — — J 

If he lodges in the Out* wards, to pay week — - 0:0:6 

If a bed of his own — — — 0:0:0 


£. S. D. 


o : 0:0 
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no employment. Keeper’s Salary ^^25 : Fees 14s. 4d. no 
Table. Licence for Beer. Claufe§ of Aft againft Spirituous 
Liquors not hung up. 

The County have generoufly gone to the limit of the Aft ; 
and appointed to the Chaplain of this ffridewell, and of that 
at Shepton-Mallet (as well as to the Chaplacn of the County- 
Gaol) a Salary of;^50. 

1774, Aug. 2, Prifoners 7, 

f • 

Sep. 10, “ - 5 > 

1775,. 14, - . - 16. 


SHEPTON-MALLET. One day-room for men and women. 
Men’s night-room too fclofe j only one fmall window. The 
women’s night-room too little; the Keeper has taken what 
feems to have been part of it, to make his malt-loft. — He told 
me his Prifon was fome years ago fo unhealthy that he buried 
three or four a week : no Infirmary. He is a 'Sheriff’s Officer. 
Licence for Beer; Salary £,^6 •. Fees 14s. 4d. no Table. 
Allowance two pence a day : no employment. Claufes of Aft 
againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. Chaplain, 
'Taunton. 


1774, Feb. 21, Prifoners 44, 

Aug. 3, - - 10, 

177 S» 13, , - 29. 


BRISTOL 
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‘BRISTOL CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, lienry Williams % now William Driver. 

Salary, none. Gown-money £23, year. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 6:8, 

lielons, o : 13 : 4. 

Tranfports, £s • $ > o each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, apennyworth of bread a day, before Trial; 
two-pennyworth of bread after Conviftion. 


Garniflr, 


: 7. 



Number of 

- 

• 

Debtors. 

Felons &c. 


Feb. 

22, 

- 58 - 

1 

00 

— 

Aug. 

23, 

- 33 - 

- 

^llSy 

Dec. 

7 j 

- 36 - 

- 16, 

1776, 

Dec. 

16, 

1 

1 

- 18. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Eajlerbrosk. 

Duty — Sunday, Wednefday, Friday. (See Remarks.) 
Salary, ;^36. 

SURGEON, Mr. Abel Dagge. 

Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 


BRISTOL- 
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Remarks. 


B'RISTOL-NEWGATE. 

• 

THIS NEWGATE (as that in the Metropolis) ftands in the» 
midft of the City. It is too fmall for the general number of Prifon- 
«rs. For Debtors there are about fifteen rooms ; yet no free ward. 
The poorcft pay ten pence halfpenny a week ; otljers two Ihillings 
and fix-pence. — For Women-felons> a day-room and feveral night- 
rooms. — For Men-felons, a day-room, with a court-yard adjacent 
twenty feet by twelve. Their dungeon, the Pif, down eighteen Heps, 
is about eighteen feet by fcventeen, and nine feef high : barrack- 
bedfieads : no bedding nor ftraw. It is clofc andofFenfivc : only a fmall 
window. — There is another yard, the Tennis-Court y larger than that 
of the Felons : Prifoners are admitted into it by turns. — A room or 
two at the top of the houfe for an Infirmary. — There are many nar- 
row paflages : the utmoft attention is rcquifitc to keep the Prifon 
healthy. I found it clean confidering it was fo crowded and fo 
clofe. It was fcraped and lime-whited once a year before the. late 
Aft for prefcrving the health of Prifoners. That Aft is neatly painted 
on a board hung up in the Chapel, which is commodious and has a 
gallery: feveral Texts of Scripture are painted in fundry parts of it. — 
Claufes of the Aft againft Spirituous Liquors are not hung up. No 
Table of Gaoler's Fees. 

. Thb . Rev. Mr. James Rouquet has been unwearied in attention to 
the Ipiritual and temporal intercfts of the Prifoners j officiating near 
twenty years without a Salary. He had only once a Gratuity pf 


• This was written before November 1776, when Mr. Rouquet died in the forty- 
fevcnth year of his age. The general Sorrow, and the Sermons preached and printed 
on that Occafion, do more than juftify what I have faid concerning the Zeal of this 
pious Divine. 

Mr. 



Western Circuit. SOMERSETSHIRE. 


393 


Mr. Eo.fterbrook lately appointed. Bcfides the Service noted in its 
place, there are thirteen Sermons a year, for which the Preacher 
has f \. 

John H EVDON left lOO to bejent to two Merchants, each pay- 
ing annually to the Corporation for the Prifoners as Intereft of his 
Moiety f^\ : 15 ; 4. — Mrs. AldJvjorth left about a year, to be 
paid by the Parifli of All-Saints ; two thirds of it to Debtors, who 
receive the money ufually on Chriftmas-Eve ; the other third part is 
generally laid out in coverlids or blankets for Felons. No Memorial 
in the Gaol of any Legacy. 


A TABLE of FEES Town Clerk Bristol. 


Difcharge of Prifoners from the highed Felony to the lowed 7 
MifJemeanor ~ — — j 


£. S. D. 
0 : 13 ; 4 


B R I s’ T 0 L CITY BRIDEWELL. 

Part of it is in the Keeper’s houfe, on one fide of a common foot way : 
and part on the other fide. In the Keeper’s houfe, the Mafter’s-fidc, 
are three rooms ; one a day room ; in t!ie other two are beds at fix 
pence a night.— The Common-fide, the new Bridewell, crofs the way, 
confifts of two parts feparated by a court-yard of about fifty feet by 
feventeen. Each part lias two rooms on the ground floor, and two 
chambers. Total eight rooms, about eighteen feet fquare; windows to 
the court -yard ; no c himnies. The Court being quite out of fight 
of the Keeper’s houfe, he does not fuffer Prifoners to ufe itj nor 

E e e the 
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the pump in it. They have no water but what is handed to them ; 
and all the rooms are very dirty. Little or .no ftraw : no employ- 
ment. Keeper’s Salary lately railed from 20 to ;^30. He receives 
the money for bread allowance, two-pence a day : but the Prifoners 
aflured me, that what he gave them from his own loaf was far Ihort 
of two penny-worth. In Dec. 1775 there was an acc^uittcd Woman 
Prifoner detained for Fees 3s. 6d. Thofe Fees were paid, and the 
Prifoner was releafed.— Claufes of the Aft againft Spirituous Liquors 
hung up. 

1774, Aug. 23, Prifoners 6, 

1775, D^c. 8, - - - s> 

1776, 16, - - - 7. 


BATHCITY GAOL. 


The afcent to this Prifon, lately built in a meadow which is fome- 

I 

times overflowed, is by a fine flight of Steps. On the ground-floor 
is the Keeper’s kitchen &c. and fome rooms for Petty Offenders. 
Above are three ftories ; five rooms on each : one or two of them 
ufed by the Keeper : the reft for Debtors j one bed in a room, in 
which if two Prifoners fleep, they pay two Ihillings a week each ■, 
if one has it to himfelf he pays two fliillings and fix pence a week. 
Two rooms on the fecond ftory are a free ward ; on tlie upper' floor 
is their work-lhop. There is a court-yard with offenlive fewers too 
near thehoufe. — Keeper a Sheriff’s Officer : no Salary ; Fees, if from 
the Court of Confcience 3s. 6d. thefe Debtors are cleared in thir- 
teen weeks paying thofe Fees: Debtors for large fums 7s. 8d. no 

Table. 
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Table. Licence for beer. Allowance, to Debtors, none ; to Offenders 
2d. a day : no ftraw, Claufes of A< 5 t againfl Spirituous Liquors not 
hung up.— The City will perhaps appoint a Chaplain and a Surgeon. 


» 774 , 

Aug. 

6, 

Debtors. 

16 - 

Offenders. 

* 775 > 

Dec. 

12, 

T 4 - 

- I> 

1776, 

— 

ON 

It - 

- 0, Deferters 5 


BRIDGEWATER TOWN GAOL. 


Only one middle fized room : and one of the two windows Hopped 
up. In this room at Midfummer Quarter Seflions 1774 were fhut 
up twenty fcven Prifoners. At Summer Affize the fame year, thirteen ; 
two of them. Women. Affize generally lafts from Monday to Sa- 
turday. The Keeper’s mother complained to me of the confulion 
and diftrefs occafioned by confining Prifoners thus for fo long a time. 
She faid there were but few, at any time, who could pay for beds, 
and feparate rooms. 


1774, Sep. 10, Prifoners none. 


E e e 2 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL, YORK CASTLE. 

GAOLER, 'Thomas IVharton-, now JVilliam Clayton. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, ^0:8:8, 

Felons, 0:9:6, 

AdmiflTion, 0:3:4. 

Tranfports, lO : o each. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

t 

PRISONERS, 


Allowance, 

Debtor.s,ccrtifiedby theirParilli, 7 a fix-penny loaf 


Felons, 

- j each on Tuel'day 


and Friday ( weight,Nov,\']‘]eif,^lb. loz.). 

Garnifti, 

cancelled in 1774. 


Number of 

- Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

1774, 

Jan. 25, no 

- 33 . 

— 

Nov. 3, 49 

- 30. 

1776, 

Jan. 26, 89 

- 44 . 

— 

Sep. 2r, 38 

- 32. 


CHAPLAINS, Rev, Mr. Peacock, and Rev. Mr. Bridges. 

’ Duty — Mr. Peacock Monday, Tuefday, Wednefday, Tluirfday ; 

and from Lady -day to Michaelmas, Sunilay. 
Mr. Bridges a Sermon on Friday. 

Salary, Mr. Peacock from the County; Mr. Bridges £2^ 
from a Legacy. Not in the Lift. 

SURGEON, Ms. Stilingfleet. 

Salary, £4^0 for Debtors and Felons. 


YORK 
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Y O Rj K CASTLE. 

IN 'EITE SPACIOUS AREA is a noble Prilbn for Debtors, which Remarks 
docs honour to the County. You afcend by a fine flight of Hone fteps 
to a floor on which are eleven rooms, full fixtcen feet fquare, near 
twelve feet high. Above them is the fame ntimber of rooms : one 
or two of thefe, for Cornmon-fide Debtors. The rooms are airy and 
healthy. On the ground-floor are the Gaoler’s apartments &cc. 

The Felons court-yard is down five fteps.; it is too fmall, and has 
no water ; tiie pump is juft on the outfide of the palifades. The 
day-room for men is only twenty-fix feet by eight ; in it are three 
cells: in another jdace nine cells; and three in another. The cells 
are in general about feven feet and a half by fix and a half, and eight 
and a half high ; dole and dark ; having only either a hole over the 
door about four inches by eight, or fome perforations in the door of 
about an inclt diameter : not any of them to the open air, but into 
pallages or entries. In moll of thefe cells three Prilbners arc locked 
up at night ; in winter for fourteen to fixtcen hours ; ftraw on the 
ftonc floors ; lio bedftcads. I’herc are four condemned rooms about 
feven feet fquare. — A fewer in one of the paflages often makes thefe 
parrs of the Gaol very ofi'enfivc : and I cannot fay they arc clean. 

Indeed a clean Prifon is fcarcely ever feen, where the Water is to be 
brought in by tlie Gaoler’s lervants. The next houfe to the Caftlc- 
gate, and others in the neighbourhood, have river-water laid in at a 
modetute expenl'e. 

WoMEN-FEcoN's aic kept quite fep.aratc : they have two court- 
yards, but no water ; you go down four fteps to their two rooms, a 
day and a niglit room. 'Fheir condemned room is in another part of 
tlie Gaol : near it is a room to confine Debtors who do not beh.ive 
well. 

The 
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YORK 

CASTLE. 


The Infirmary near the gate is only one middle-fized room. 
When Prifoners of one fex are there, thofe 6f the other are excluded. 
A fick man was kept out for that realbn when I was there. 

At Aflize fome Prifoners appear in Court on their trial in the 
County-cloathing.* 

I 

The County pays one John Sherwood ;(^io a year to infpeA and 
weigh the Bread, and deliver it to the Prifoners. He conftantly at- 
tends for this purpofe on Tuefday and Friday. 

Transports convifted at Quarter Seflions have, btfides the bread 
allowance, one fhilling a week. Thofe- call at Afiize have the King’s 
Allowance of as. 6d. a week. 

There is a grand Shire-Hall in the Caftle yard almoft finilhed. I 
hope the Gentlemen of this great County will not ftop there j but 
proceed to build a proper Prifon for Felons in which Boys may be 
feparated from Old Offenders, and the other Inconveniences of the 
prefent Gaol avoided. 


RDERS and FEES fettled by the Jiiffices of 
the Peace of the feveral Ridings of the County of 
York and confirmed by the Juftices of Aflize— which are to be ob- 
ferved and kept by the Gaoler — and all Prifoners— until the fame 
Ihall be Legally altered. 


Firft That every Knight fhall pay for his weekly Commons 
at Table if he cats with them — — 

For his Fee if committed by Warrant on a Civil Aflion 
Every Efquire for his Commons at table weekly if he eats 
with them — — — 

For his Fee if committed by Warrant on a Civil Aftion 


£. S. D. 

0 

o : 13 : 4 
o : 13 ; 4 

o : 10 : 4 

0 : 10 ; 4 


♦ a imnirr? iudidows orai^icc^ pai^C ^12. 
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Every Gentleman for his ^Commons at table weekly if he 
eats with them — — — ^ 

For his Fee if committed by Warrant on a Civil Adlion 
Every Yeoman, Tradefman or Artificer for his Weekly i 
Commons at table if he eats with them — j 

For his Fee if committed by Warrant on a Civil Adlion 
And it is further ordered that every Knight lhall pay) 
nightly for his bed — — — J 

Every Efquire for the fame — — 

Every Gentleman for the fame — — 

Every Yeoman Tradefman or Artificer for the fame 
And that when the Gaoler lodgeth two or more Prifoners 
in one bed thc\ fliall pay for their lodgings amongfl 
them after the rates above 

And every Prifoncr who provides his own bed and bedding 
fliall have a room affigned fuitablc to his or their 
quality and fluill pay nothing for the fame 
And that upon theDifchargc of a Debtor if there be feverall 
Adlion s again ft him the Gaoler fhall take no more > 
than one Fee and that to be — J 

And upon the Difcharge of every Debtor to the Turnkeys ^ 
and no more — — — j 

And that every Prifoner fliall have liberty to provide and 
fend for vidluals drink and other neceflaries from any 
place whatfoever at all fcafonabic times for their own 
proper ufc only and not to fell the fame. 

And every prifoncr committed from the Bar by the Judge") 
or Judges of Allizc and Gaol Delivery in the Aflize > 
•week fliall pay for their Commitment Fee only J 

And every Perfon committed to the Gaol for fufpicion"J 
of Felony, or for Mifdcmcanor, if upon his or her j 

I 

trial he or flic fliall be found not guilty and be there- ^ 
upon difeharged, fhall pay to the Gaoler for his j 

Difiharging Fee — — J 

And to the 'Furnkeys — — — 


C s. 

o ; d 
o : 8 

o ; 6 


3 

o 

o 

o 

o 


D. 

o 

: O 

8 

4 

6 

6 

4 


o : 6:8 


o : 2 


o : 2 


o : 6:8 


o : 2:0 


And 


YORK 

CASTLE. 
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And that every Perfon convlftcd or attainted of Felony"^ 
or found guilty of a Mifdcmeanor which Uiall be re- 
prieved and difeharged by Pardon fluill pay to the j 
Gaoler for his Dil'cbarglng Fee — — J 

And to the Turnkey — *' — ~ 

And every Perfon that lliaU appear upon Recognizance for~] 


C- S. D. 


fufpicion of Felony and is thereupon committed to^| 
Gaol and lhall not be iiuliftcd but acquitted by Pro- j 
clamation, lhall be difeharged paying to the Gaoler J 
And all others .that (hall be committed to Gaol before the"^ 
Aflizes or Gaol-Delivery and lhall not be indidled* 


1 - 


but acquitted by Proclamation be difeharged paying | 
to the Gaoler * — — — J 


1 - 


2 : o 


Torkjb'tre^ to wit. At the Afllzes-— held at the Caftle of York— 
14th July 1735— the 9th of George II. before the Honourable 
Alexander Denton Efquire one of his Majefty’s Judiccs of the 
Court of Common Pleas, and the Honourable ll ’illum I.ee 
Efquire one of his Majefty’s Juftlces of the Court of King’s 
Bench, — Afligned to deliver the Add Gaol— -thefc Orders and 
Fees, were allowed and approved of by — 

ALEX DENTON 

wm lee 


XorkJlAre Eaft Riding 
John Grimston 
Ramsden Barnard 
Tho. Grimston 

Weft Riding of Torkjhire 
Geo Nelthorpe 
N Hawey 


North Riding of Terkpire 

John Dodsworth 
John Mii.bank.e 
John Wastell 


An 
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• An account of the CHARITY given to the Prifoners 
in his Majefty’s Gaol ^e Cajlle of York, 


jC* 


s, 

7 


D. 


10 


The Lady Lumhy^ to be given yearly on St. Thomas’s day 
and paid by the Lord Mayor of York — j 

The Honourable and ancient City of York weekly in bread 
Mrs. Frances l^ornhill for draw, the Lord Mayor of York 
has if 30 in his hands for that purpofe — 5 

Dr. Phineas Hodgejion paid weekly in rolls to all ithat hear-^ 

fermons ~ ^ Q ► 2 ; o 

Alderman Whited bread by the name of bread, 

paid out of a clofe belonging to John Legg^ quarter- r 1 : 6:0 
ly 6s. 6d. — • — — . ^ 

Mr. gave twenty ftiillings to be paid quarterly in bread i : 0:0 
Mrs, Mary La^fon of Micklegatc in the City of York widow by will dated the 
2 2d July 1729 gave if 100 for the difeharging of poor Prifoners for debt 
out of the county Gaol of York whofc debts did not exceed the fum of if 20 
—and hej- Executrixes — Mrs. Catherine Bower — and Mrs. Ann Maxwell 


difeharged with faid money thirty two Prifoners 
The Right Honourable Richard Earl of Burlington and Sir George Sa^viJe Bart, 
gave each of them ten guineas for the like ufe— with which twenty guineas 
the Rev. Mr Kayley ordinary of the faid Gaol difeharged eighteen Prifon- 
ers. 


YORK 

CASTLE. 


Ff 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 


WEST-RIDING, WAKEFIELD. This lliowy Prifon is un- 
fortunately built upon low ground j fo that it is damp, 
and expofed to floods. Four of the wards are fpacious ; but 
all the wards are made very offenfive by fewers, which are 
dark withal. Prifon and Court-yard out of fight from the 
Keeper’s houfe,* though adjoining ; and fome Prifoners have 
efcaped. They are now let out to the court only half an 
hour in the day. The wards are very dirty : a Prifon on 
ground fo low as this, requires the utmoft attention to 
cleanlinefs, — Keeper’s Salary lately raifed from^^So t0jfi05 
he contrafting to fupply ftraw and coals. No Fees. No 
allowance of food, but by order of a Juftice: little or no 
employment. Two rooms for an Infirmary , almoft finillied. 


1774, 

Nov. 

4 > 

Prifoners 27, 

1776, 

Jan. 

II, 

- - - 32, 

— 

oa. 

27 > 

- - - 19. 


NORTH-RIDING, THIRSK. The County has ground enough 
about this Prifon, and might enlarge it. If they .do, they 
will think of an Infirmary. The Keeper told ‘me his Pri- 
foners had the Gaol-Fever not long ago. His Salary 
; lo : o. No Fees. No ftraw : no employment. 

*776> Jan. 13, Prifoners 3. 


EAST 
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EAST-RIDING, BEVERLEY. On the ground-floor three 
fmall night-rooms j, and a new work-room with a chimney : 
above, four rooms for thofe that pay. In the court-yard not 
only a pump, but a ciftern of rain-water. Coals two chaldron 
and a half a year. No llraw i no employment. The Keeper 
has been in his office above forty years : Salary : Fees 4s. 
no Table. 

1774, Nov. 2, Prifoners 2, 

1776, Jan. 28, - - I, 

» Sep. 21, - - 2. 

At BEVERLEY are alfo the 

TOWN GAOL. It has on the ground-floor two rooms not 
fronting the ftreet, for Mcn-criminals : and above, a room for 
Women; and two for Debtors. No water; no ftraw. Keeper’s 
Salary Fees 4s. no Table. Licence for Beer. 

Debtors. Criminals. 

1774, Nov. 2, I - None, 

1776, Jan. 28, 2 - None, 

Sep. 21, 1 - I. 

HALL-GARTH for debtors, in the Liberty of S(. John's of 
Beverley: Property of Charles Anderjon Pelham, Efq. built a few 
years fincc, has over the Flail five fizeable rooms ; two of them have 
fire-places. No court-yard: no water. Fees 4s. 2d. no Table. 
I have A lift of 113 Towns or Parts of Towns, that are within the 
Liberty of St. John’s of Beverley or Beverley-Hall-Garth. 

1774, Nov. 2, Prifoners 2, 

1776, Jan. 28, - - None, 

Sep. 21, - - None. 

F f f 2 


YORK 
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Remarks. 


YORK CITY AND COUNTY GAOL. 

: 

GAOLER, ^intin Ackam j now Francis Megge/on. 

Salary, none: he pays ^lo : lo : o a year to the Under-SherifF. 
Fees, Debtors, ,^0:6:4, 

Felons, 0:7:8. 

Tranfports, probably the fame as at the Calfle. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none but Legacies. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, of late, two fix-penny loaves a week 
each (weight in Nov. 1774, 3/^. loz.). 
Garnilli, jfo : 7 : o. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


1774, Jan. 15, 

II - - 

7> 

Nov. 3, 

5 - - 

L 

1776, Jan. 26, 

9 - - 

3 > 

Sep. 21, 

10 - - 

2, and 2 Deferters. 

CHAPLAIN, None, 

SURGEON, Mr. fTaUis, 

occafionally. 



THIS GAOL upon Ouje-Bridge, called the Kidcots, has on one fide 
of the bridge four convenient chambers for Debtors, about eleven 
feet fquare : for thefe they pay fix pence a week. Below them is a 
free ward with barrack -beds ; and a room to the ftreet. At the win- 
dow they fclf nets, purfes, laces, &c. 

Th* 
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The Men-felons Ward on the other fide is down eleven fteps : that 
adjoining, for women, down ten. The two night rooms for Men are 
each fix feet and a half by five. The night room for Women about 
fix feet fquarc. All the rooms for Felons, are clofe and ofFenfive: no 
amendment fince the late A< 5 t. The' wooden door ftands open in the 
day time, to gi^e them a little air. At the inner door, which is of 
. iron grates, I have feen liquors handed to thofe who feemed to have 
Jtm.d enough before. — No water, but when there is too muchj that is, 
in a \:;<-v high flood ; then it flows into the rooms. — Gaoler a Sheriff’s 
Officer for City ^nd County. 

It were in vain to offer any hints of inpprovement. This Gaol 
cannot be made a good one. 

The Corporation pays free-ward Debtors one /hilling and two 
pence three farthings a week by a Legacy of Mr. Peacock. No me- 
morial of this in the Gaol. But there is a memorandum of another 
Legacy, viz. of Elizabeth 1 'nylor, who by her Will dated lift of 
Odober 1580 left 3s. 4d. to be divided equally among the Prifoners 
in Ou/e-Bridge Gaol on Lady-day. This has not been received by 
them for feme years. 

City of Tork. \ T the General Quarter Seffions— at Guildhall — 
4V 15 th July — 1737 before the Right Honourable 
Sir fobij l.ijler Kaye Bart. Lord Mayor — ‘Thomas Place EAq"". Recorder 

— Charles Slingby Efq^ of Counfel — Sir Tancred Robinjon Bart — &c. 

» 

GAOLER’S FEES fettled and ORDERS made &c. 

5. D. 

For the Difchargc of every Debtor for the firll: Aftion, toi 

the Gaoler — — — 3 ^ • 5 • 4 

And for the Difchargc of every other Attion to him — o ; i ; o 

To 


YORK 

CITY. 



4o6 

YORK 

CITY. 
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Lllizcs or j 


£• 

S. 

D. 

0 : 

1 : 

0 

0 : 

0 : 

6 

0 : 

6 : 

8 

0 : 

I : 

0 

0 : 

7 • 

0 


O 

o 

o 


o 

o 

o 


3 

4 
2 


To the Porter or Turnkey for the firll Aftion 
And for every other Adlion to him — 

For the Difcharge of every other perfon from the Allizcs or ^ 

SelHons to the Gaoler ~ 

And to the T urnkey • — — 

For the firll weeks diet of all perfon s in the upper Gaol 
And for all further time as the Prifoner and Gaoler can • 
agree. And the Gaoler is to permit Prifoners to 
provide their own diet after the firll week if the 
Prifoner plcafes. 

For Lodging if the Gaoler finds bed bedding and Iheetsfor'j 
the firll night — — 5 

And for every other night “ 

And if two He in one bed for the firll night each •— 

And for the fecond and every other night each — 

For lodging in the upper Gaol if the Prifoner finds his own' 
bed, bedding and Iheets for every week 
If two in a bed each — — 0:0:3 

And every Prifoner lhall have liberty of finding the fame if he thinks proper. 
And the Gaoler lliall have liberty if he fees occafion to have two beds in each 
room and no more. 

And it is ordered that every perfon of what degree or condition fo cver--- 
who lhall ufe— fwearing, curfing, railing or other indecent behaviour-— 
fliall— pay for every fuch offence twelve pence to the Gaoler or his deputy 
On demand; and on refufal-— to be levied by dillrefs on goods— -or Hopped 
out of lhare of box-money — or Hand in charge to be paid before relcafc-— 
the Fines to be dillributed at Gaoler's diferetion amongH the moH needful 
in the Low Gaol. 

Every Prifoner who attempts — or affiHs an efcape— to be ironed. 

Thole who mutiny on Gaoler or Deputies— or hinder or diHuib LSccf.— to be 
kept in clofe confinement. 

On default of weekly payments aforefaid— after demand and refufal-— a Prifoner 
may be moved from the Maftcr's-fidc---to the Common Room. 


J L Kaye, Mayor. 
T, Place 
Sam. Clarke. 
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YORK C^ITY BRIDEWELL 

Has a day-room for Men, and another for Women : the latter is 
very damp. Down four fteps are five night-rooms for Men ; and a 
large one, with barrack-bedfteads, for Women. The whole dirty 
and ofFenfive. *No regard paid to the late Aft for preferving Health. 
No court-yard : no water: no fewer. Keeper’s Salary ^20 : Fees as. 
Si. \w twenty Ihillings a year : no bread allowance : little or no 
cmployh..jnt. 

1774, Nov. 3, Prifoners 3, 

1776, Jan. 26, - * - I, 

Sep. 20, - - 4. 

St. P F. T E R’s G a O L, 

For the Liberty of St. Peter of Tork, near the Minfter-gate, is the 
Property of the Dean ; who holds his Courts here. He has lately 
purchafcd an adjoining Tenement for his Gaoler to live in : in con- 
lequence of which, the two rooms in which he lived before are added 
to the Debtors apartments, and they have now four rooms. Under 
thofe are two cells for Criminals. All our of repair, dirty and ofien- 
five ; no court-yard ; no fewers. No allowance. 

I HAVE a printed lilt of Pariflies, Towns, and Parts of Towns 
which .are in the Liberty oi St. Peter. — Within the City and Ainsty 
nine Places: in the Fall- Riding fixty-two; Weft- Riding forty; 
North-Riding fifty-one : and there is one Place in each of the follow- 
ing Counties, Devonfliire, Gloucefterlhire, Lancafhire, Lincolnihirc, 
Northumberland, Southampton i. e. Hants. In Nottinghamfliire 
feven Places. 


Gaoll.r 
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Gaoler a Bailiff: no Salary. He pays Rent £ 4 r'> Fees 6s. 8d. 
no Table. 

1776, Jan. 27, Debtor i, 

Sep. 20, - - I. 

RICHMOND GA 0 I 2 , 

For the very extenfive Liberty of Richmond and Richmondjh^’ c, is 
the Property of Lord Holdernejs. It is alfo the BrideweU, and the 
Borough-Gaol. For Debtors a kitchen and bed-room, clofe glazed. For 
Men-criminals two dungeons down five fteps : for Women, a room 
above. No ftraw. Claufes of Act againft S])irituous Liquors hung 
up. A Court-yard, and a Well. — Gaoler no Salary for the Liberty : 
for the Bridewell jTij : 10 : o: for the Borough ,^4: Fees, Debtors 
6s. 8d. at Entrance, and 6 s. 8d. at Difcharge : Criminals 16 s. 4d. 
Allowance to the latter four pence a day. 

In the Table of Fees dated 1671 and figned JV Lylde and 
fty Lyttleton, the 1 2th article is, “ Every Perfon or Pyrfons that lliall 

be committed upon any Warrant — upon his or their Commitment 

to Gaol fhall pay to the reft of the Prifoners as. 4d, for their 

C.ARNISH.” 

1776, Oft. 26, Debtors 6. 

RIPPON LIBERTY-GAOL, 

Is the Property of the Archbifhop, by a Charter from King 
Edward IV. His Court adjoining, is called the Court Military. 
I’he Liberty includes twenty-four Parilhes. For Debtors four or five 
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good rooms in the Keeper’s houfe : but no free ward. For Felons 
one ftrong room quite dirk j another with a little window. Keeper 
no Salary; he pays Rent: he is a Bailiff. Fees, Debtors 15s. 4d. 
no Table : Licence for Beer. 

1776, Od. 26, Debtors a. 

R I P P O N GAOL, 

For tfte Cafion-Fee Court y belongs to the Dean and Chapter of 
Rippon. It is not only a Gaol for that Court, but a Houfe of Cor- 
reftion for the Liberty. Good rooms for Debtors, but no free ward. 
The Bridewell part, two dark rooms, about eight feet fquare. No 
Salary as Gaoler; as Keeper of Bridewell /^lo : 10 : o. Fees, 
Debtors 13s. 4d. no Table: Licence for Beer. Keeper a Bailiff. 

1776, 0 < 5 t. 26, No Prifoners. 

KNARESBOROUGH PRISON, 


For debtors, in the Honour or Foreft of Knarejhorough, the 
Liberty including nineteen Townfliips &c. is the Property of the 
Duke of Devonjhire, Leffee to his majesty. It is almoft the only 
Remains of a ruinous Caftle granted by King Edward III. to John of 
Gaunt Duke of Lancafter. One room about twelve feet fquare, an- 
other within it about eight : in the latter no window.— No fewer : 
no fire-place : no water. Keeper lately dead ; was a Bailiff ; lived 
dillant. 


1776, Od. 26, No Prifoners. 


G 


cr CT 
Id tD 


KNARES- 
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KNARESBOROUGH ‘PRISON, 

For town debtors, is under the Hall. Of difficult accefs ; the 
door about four feet from the ground. Only one room, about four- 
teen feet by twelve. Earth floor : no fire-place : very offenfive ; a 
common fewer from the town running through it uncovered. I was 
informed that an Officer, confined here fome years fmce, for only a 
few days, took in with him a dog to defend him from vermin > but 
the dog was foon deftroyed, and the Prifoner’s face much disfigured 
by them. 

1776, Oft. 26, No Prifoners. 

KNARESBOROUGH TOWN GAOL 

Is under the landing-place between two flights of ftone Heps, that 
lead on the right and left hand up to the Hall. Only one room 
about eight feet by five ; two windows eighteen inches by fix. — 
I mention this fmall Prifon, becaufe in it are fometimes confineil for 
one night or two at Quarter Seffions fix or feven Prifoners, men and 
women. • 

1776, Oft. 26, No Prifoners. 

DONCASTER TOWN GAOL. 

Four good rooms. No yard: no water: no fewer. Keeper 
lives diftant. 

* 775 > 5 > Prifoners 2. 


LEEDS 
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LEED« TOWN GAOL. 


Four good rooms, and a fmall one. No court-'yard: no water: 
no fewer. Keeper lives diftant. * 

, 1774. Nov. 4.7 

f f No Pnfoners. 

1776, Jan. 12,) 


KINGCTON UPON HULL TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 

The Debtors free ward is a large room. , Over it one as large, and 
over that another linaller, both for Criminals. The ground-room is 
a damp dungeon : but the Gaoler, who has a charafter for humanity, 
aflured me that no one had been confined in it for many years. In 

his houfe adjoining is a room or two with beds, for thofe who pay. 

Leads for Debtors to walk on : no court-yard : no water acceflible to 
Prifoners : no fewer j and the Felons rooms are offenfive. Gaoler 
no Salary: Fees 8s. no Table. Allowance to Felons three pence a 
day. Gaol-Delivery once in three years *. 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Nov. I, 5 - o, 

1776, Jan. 29, 6-3, 

Sep. 21, 4-5. 

KINGSTON UPON HULL BRIDEWELL. 

Two rooms below, and two up ftairs, about twelve feet fquare : 
very offenfive : no fire-place. Court-yard only twenty-two feet by 


tenj 


* See page 31. 
G g g 2 
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ten i not feciire, and Prifoners not permitted to go to the pump : no 
fewer ; no allowance : no ftraw. Not white-wafhed fmce it was built 
about nine years ago. Debtors from the Court of Confciencc fent 
hither. 


The Prifoners pound tile-lherds to mix in mortar See. Keeper’s 
Salary £S‘, ^ chaldron of coals •, and four thoufand turfs : Fees as. 6d. 
no Table. 


1774. 

1776, 


Nov. I, 
Jun. 29, 
Sep, 21, 


Prifoners 2, 


o, J 


every time a poor 
raving Lilnatic.'^ 


SHEFFIELD GAOL, 

For the Liberty of Hallamflnre, is the Property of the Duke of 
Norfolk. The two lower rooms are free wards : there are two rooms 
over them. The court-yard is only about ten feet fquare. Both this 
and the Prifon might be enlarged on ground adjacent that belongs to 
his Grace. Keeper no Salary ; he rents of the Duke a public-houfe 
joining to the Prifon. 

1776, Jan. 10, Prifoners 6, 

Od:. 28, - - - 4. 

SHEFFIELD TOWN GAOL. 

T HE Lobby s are two fmall rooms, the largeft only about eight feet 
fquare, and fix high. When Quarter Sefiions for the IVeft-Riding 
are held at this Town, Offenders are locked up in this Prifon. 

1776, Od. 28, Deferter i. 


ROTHWELL 
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ROTH WELL PRISON 

For the Manor of Wakefield in the Liberty of the Honour of 
Pontefra^ in the Dutchy Court of Lancafier, is out of repair. A new 
Prifon is lately Ijuilt at 

BAT LEY. Behind a Houfe for the Keeper is the Prifon. 
Plan reftangular : the Front is the wall and gate. On three 
fides are Lodging -rooms for Debtors ; five or fix about ten feet 
fquare ; four much larger for two beds in each. Two Day-rooms 
two work-rooms ; and a dark room for the unruly. There are in a 
Jeparate Court two rooms for Womcn-debtors : a provifion very kind 
and prudent, and, I believe, peculiar to this Prifon. — All the Prifon 
rooms are on the ground floor. 

In the old Prifon at Rotkvjell, I faw both times I was there, one 
William Carr a weaver : he had given a bad name to a woman who 
was faid not to deferve a very good one ; flie cited him to the Eccle- 
fiaftieal Court;. and he was imprifoned 4th of May 1774. He had 
a wife and three children. — I will tranferibe a line or two of the 
Warrant. — “ For as much as the Royal Ptiwer ought not to be want- 
“ ing to the Holy Church in its Complaints — attach the faid W. C. 
u — \mtil he fliall have made fatisfaftion to the Holy Church as well 
« for the Contempt as for the Injiny by him done unto it.” He was 
difeharged 26th July lafi: by the Infolvcnt A 6 t. 

The Keeper has no Salary. Fees lee Table.^ 

1774, Nov. 4, Prifoners 25.1 

1776, Jan. 25, - - - 22,^ 

Oft. 27", - - - 4, Bailey. 


I WISH 
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I WISH my Reader be liot tired with fo many Tables of Fees, even 
for the Counties. Yet I think I muft not omit the Fees which I faw 
in this private Prifon at Rothwejl: becaufe fome of them are high j 
and at Halifax they are the fame. The Table is regularly figned, 
iith Jan'^y* 1732 : but I entirely omit the Forms. " 


£■ 


Every Gentleman (hall pay for his firll week’s Commons at i 
Table and for his Commitment Fee — 3 

And for every week following — — 

Every Yeoman Tradefman or Artificer for the firll week’s 7 

Commons at table and Commitment Fees — 

And for every following week — — 

And be it further ordered that every Gentleman fliall pay 1 
nightly for his bed • — — — J 

And every Yeoman Tradefman or Artificer lodging in good *7 
rooms and on feather-beds ~ — 5 

And it is alfo ordered that when the Gaoler lodges two or-v 

more Prifoners in one bed they (hall pay amongft them C 
per night according to their proportions j 

And that but One Fee fliall be taken by the Gaoler for any -x 
Prifoner’s difeharge although there has been more than C 
one A^lion againft him or her which Fee (liall be J 
And to the Turnkey — — _ 

For allowing every Super/edeas in every Aftion — 

For allowing every Writ of Habeas Corpus befidcs Condufl 
money to be paid and allowed according to the diflance 
from the faid Gaol to the place where the body is to ( 
be removed — — — 


S. D 
16 : o 
5 : o 
15 : 4 

4 • o 
o : 4 

o : 2 


o • 3 


17 : 4 

I : o 
6 : 8 

6 : 8 


HALIFAX 
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HALIFAX PRI S.O N for debtors. 

For the Manor of IVakefieldf dated 1662, is the Property of the 
Duke of Leeds. For Mafter’s-fide Debtors, rooms in the Keeper’s 
piiblic-houfe. Through this you pafs fo a court-yard about fourteen 
yards by fevcn : at the further end of which is a fizeable room on the 
ground floor for Common-fide Debtors, it is called the haw Gaol : 
over it a chamber (the Low Gaol Chamber) where Prilbners pay one 
fhilling a week. — The whole Prifon is greatly out of repair : it rained 
in upon the beds : the rooms at my lafl: vifit were clean. 

Keeper no Salary: he pays the Duke ,(^24 a year : Fees fee Roth- 
well, preceding page. 

In this Town formerly the Barons (as in many other places) and 
after them various Proprietors had power of life and death. The 
method of execution was decollation by an axe in an engine. The 
axe is prcfervcd.in the Gaol to this day. Two men in 1650 were the 
lafl: who fuffered by it. 

1776, Jan. 24, Prifoners 9, 

Sep. 16, - - - 7. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at DURHAM. 

GAOLER, Bainhridge IValfon, by Patent frojfn the Bifhop 
durante Beneplacito. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, - - yTo : lo : o, 

Felons at AlTize, - o ; i6 •.♦8, 
at Quarter Seflions, o : 13 : 4. 

Tranfports, about 10 : 10 : o each. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, jione. (See Remarks.) 



Felons, 

two pence a 

day; 

Garnilh, 

Debtors, 

lo 

•.4:6. 



Felons, 

0 

: I : 0. 


Number of 

- 


Debtors. 

Felons 

Q 74 > 

March 20, 

31 ■ 

- 21, 

* 775 > 

Jan. 

6, 

9 ■ 

■ - 20, 

■ *776, 

Jan. 

I 4 > 

21 - 

- 12, 

— 

oa. 


18 - 

6. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Decent. 
Duty— Sunday and Thurfday. 
Salary, ^40. 

SURGEON, Mr. Bainhridge. 

Salary, none *. he makes a Bill. 


DURHAM. 
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D ‘U R II A M. 

THE HIGH GAOL is the Property of the Blfhop. By 
Patent from his Lordfhip, Sir Uedwfrth Williamjon Bart, is perpetual 
Sheriff. — The Court-yard for Maftcr’s-fide Debtors is only twenty- 
four feet by ten. Common-fide Debtors have none at all : their 
free wards, the Low Gaol, are two damp unhealthy rooms by the 
Gateway : they are never fuffered to go out of thefe, unlefs to Chapel, 
which is the Mafter-fide Debtors Hall ; and not always to that : for 
on a Sunday when I was there and miffed them at Chapel, they told 
me they were not permitted to go thither. No fewers : at more 
than one of my vifits, I learned that the dirt, allies &c. had Iain 
there many months. There is an excellent double-barreled Pump, 
which raifes water about leventy feet. 

Felons have no Court-yard : but they have a Day-room and two 
fmall rooms for an Infirmary'. The Men are put at night into Dun- 
geons : one leven feet fquare for three Prilbners : another, the 
Great Hole, has .only a little window. In this I faw fix Prifoners, 
moft of them Lran/ports, chained to the floor. In that fituation they 
had been many weeks ; and were very fickly. Their ffraw on the 
ftone-floor almoft worn to duff. Long confinement, and not having 
the King’s allowance of 2s. 6d. a week, had urged them to attempt 
an EJeape : after which the Gaoler chained them as above. — There is 
another dungeon middle-fizcd j and for Women-felons a feparate 
room or two. 

The Common-fide Debtors, whom I faw eating boiled bread and 
water, told me, that this was the only nourifhment fome .had lived 
upon for near a twelvemonth. They have from a Legacy two Ihillings 
a week in winter, and one Ihilling and fix pence a week in fummer 

Hhh for 


Rf.marks, 
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DURHAM, for coals. No memorandum of it in the Gaol : perhaps this may in 
time be loft j as the Gaoler faid two others were, viz. one of Bilhop 
Crezve, and another of Biftiop lVood\ from which Prifoners had re- 
ceived no benefit for fome years pall. The claufes of Aft againfl; 
Spirituous Liquors are hung up.* Gaol-Delivery once a year. 

There was a vacant piece of ground adjacent, of«little ufe but for 
the Gaoler’s occafional lumber. It extends to the river, and mea- 
fures about twenty two yards by fixteen. I once and again advifed 
the indofing this for a Court-yard: but when I was there in January 
1776 I had the mortification to hear that the Surgeon, who is Uncle 
to the Gaoler, had obtained from the Biftiop in Oftober preceding 
a Leafe of it for twenty one years at the rent of one ftiilling fer 
annum. He had built a little ftable on it. 


T A B L E OF FEES &c. 


Rules and Orders eftabliftied by the — Juftices for the County 
Palatinate of Durham and Sadberge at their General Quarter 
Seffions—i 6th July 1729 — and Fees allowed, to be taken by 
the Keeper of the faid Gaol and his Ofticers as follows. 


cr of the"] 
Gaol, no V o : 


ImpVimis, For every Prifoner Lodging in either of the 
Comhion-fides commonly called the Low G 
Chamber rent 

Item for an entire Chamber without a bed-fellow in the 
High Gaol — — — . 

For lodging with a bedfellow in any other chamber except ^ 
the Common Chamber, for each Prifoner every wcekj 
For lodging with a bedfellow in the Common Chamber, 

of each Prifoner every week — \ 

For lodging in a Tingle bed in that Common Chamber i 
without admitting of a bedfellow in every week J 
Out of vyhich Abatement ihall be made. 


o : 


o : 


D. 

o ; o 


3 : 6 

2 : o 

^ • 3 
2 : 6 


For 
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ForeveryPrifoner that findeth his own bedding bedcloaths and ^ 
fhcets and admitting •a bedfellow with him every week 

For DIET of Prifoners. 


J o: 


S. 

o 


D. 


10 

7 


Item For every Knight for every weeka — 0 

Of every Efquirc or Gentleman not exceeding for j 

everyVeek — — — S 

Item Of every Yeoman Artificer or Labourer not exceeding*) 

Cos 61 

weekly — — — 3 

For Wine Ale and Brandy at the common rates ufed in the Town, 

For LIBERATES or Final Difeharges of Prifoners. 

Item For the Difcharge of every Prifoner upoi procefs or ^ 
order from the Court of Chancery — 5 

For the firft Liberate — — 0:1; 

Item For every Knight Efquirc or Gentleman for the fccond 7 
Ditto — — _ 5 

For every one more — — • o : 

Item For every Yeoman Artificer or Labourer for the firft o ; 

For the fecond — — — o : 

For every one more — — o : 

FEES to the Under Keeper and Door Keeper 

Item For attendance of every Prifoner that gocth abroad i ^ 
into the Town every time — — 3 

For every Knight Efquire or Gentleman for his final * 

Difcharge and Enlargement only 


I : 6 
8 : 8 
3 » 9 

I : 6 


11s nnai 

~ } 


For every Yeoman Artificer or Labourer for fuch Djf- J ^ 
charge only — — 

Tho Burdi'S 
Jo“ Morland 
M ic Brabin 
'Hen'^ Foster Mayor 
Giles Rayne : 


H h h 2 


We 


DURHAM. 
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DURHAM. We Sir Francis Page Knight one of the Juftices of his Majefty’s 
Court of King’s Bench and Sir Bam. 'Hale Knight one of the 
Barons of his Majefty’s Court of Exchequer at Weftminfter now 
Juftices of Aflize for the Northern Circuit have reviewed the above 
Table of Fees and have thought fit to moderate the Item or Article 
of two Ihillings a week for Lodging with a Bedfellbw in any other 
Chamber^ except the Common Chamber to be paid by each Pri- 
foner, and inftead thereof do appoint one {billing and fix pence 
per week to be paid by each Prifoner fo lodging with a Bedfellow 
which faid Table with fuch alteration is hereby Confirmed by us 

Dated the ad day of AGguft 1729 

F PAGE 
B HALE 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at DURHAM. 


Several fizeable airy rooms. Men and women leparate. No 
employment : no water ; no fewer : no court-yard j but the Keeper 
Mr. Watfon has a Garden which he lets for a guinea a year. His 
Salary /30. He lives at the High Gaol and puts in a Woman to 
take care of this Prifon. 

1775, Jan. 6, Prifoners 5, 

1776, Jan. 14, - - 7, 

0 ( 51 . 25, - - 6. 


NEWCASTLE 
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NEWCASTLE TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, John Crafter\ J^homas llarle. 

Salary, and;^2 Gown-money. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 10 : 8, 

Felons, o : 14 : 4. 

Tranfports, only Expenfe. 

Licence, none at my laft vific. 

• • 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, two pence a day, on petition. 

Felons, two pence a day. 

Garnilh, lately cancelled. 


Number of 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons 

1774» 

March 21, 

6’ - 

2, 

i775> 

Jan. 8, 

12 

4> 

*776, 

Jan. 15, 

14 

3- 


CHAPLAINS, Rev. Mr. Brunton, and Rev. Mr. Brand. 

Duty — On Sunday none; but on two other days Prayers: 
and once a month Sermon. None of the days 
; fixed. The Chaplains ofiiciate alternately a month 
each. 

Salary, £\q the Corporation, and ^10 Sir Walter Blacket. 

SURGEON, Mr. Bacon. 

Salary, none ; he makes a Bill. 


IN THIS NEWGATE, which is the Gate at the upper end of 
the Town, all the rooms except the condemned room arc up flairs, 

and 


Remarks* 
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NEWCASTLE. Northern Circuit. 


NEW- 

CASTLE. 


anti airy: I always found them remarkably clean, ftrewed with fand 
See. The Corporation allow both Debtor's and Felons firing and 
candles in plenty : and every Prifoner hath a chafF-bed, two blankets, 
and a coverlid : Debtors are not thus accommodated in any other 
Prifon in England. They alfo allow brooms, mops, and all fuch 
neceflarics. I copied the lums generoufly allowed f^r thole articles ; 
the whole amount is j^45 11:4 per annum. This is one of the very 
few Gaols that have what is called in London the rules. Part of 
two Streets near the Gaol is in the Prifon-Liberty. 

There is no yard; but one might be made of the vacant ground 
that lies Weft of the G,aol. A Door Ihould be cut in the wall be- 
tween the Felons Ward and the room ufed for a Chapel. It would 
not then be necelfary for them to come out and crofs the ftreet, .as 
they do now. 

The Debtors Beds are in Clofets, which Ihould be taken down. 
Inftead of them Iron Bedfteads flaould be placed in the Wards, as in 
fome Hofpitals. 

No Prifoners here have Fetters, unlefs they be riotous. For fome 
years paft, Prifoners acquitted have been difeharged in Court. The 
Corporation paid the Gaoler’j Fees if the Prifoners were poor. — 
Gaol-Delivery once a year. — Claufes of Adi againft Spirituous Liquors 
not liung up. 

I WAS concerned when I heard at my laft vifit that the humane 
Gaoler Mr. Crafter was'dead. But his Succcflbr Mr. Flarle is equally 
worthy of the Truft. 

Dr. Rotheram, a Phyfician in this Town, vifits the Prifoners 
very affiduoufly without Fee or Reward. This is the only inftance 
of the kind I have met with. 

An 
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An exa£t Copy of the RATES and FEES to be from* henceforth. 
Received by — the Gaoler or Keeper of his Majefty’s Gaol — 
called Newgate within this Town of Newcaftle upon Tyne — fettled 
— at the Gfineral Quarter Seflions held at Guild-hall in Newcaftle 
aforefaid, on the 1 5 of July Ann'>’ Dom”’ 1730. And approved of 
at the Aflize following by Francis Page and John Forte/cue A 
two of his faid Majefty’s Judges of Aflize According to an Ad 
of Padiamcht lately made 

(viz) ^ 


Every Prifoner upon any Civil Adion fliall pay to the" 
Keeper at his firft coming in — - — 5 ° 

Every Prilbner charged by Procefs or Proceffes out of the"] 
Court of Record held before the Mayor and Sheriff of j 
the faid Town of NeivcaJiU upon Tyne refpedively ^ o 

I 

fhall pay to the faid Keeper upon his Difcharge from | 

I 

the faUl Procefs or Procclfes only “ J 

Every Prifoner charged upon any Execution or Executions"] 
out of the Court of Confcicnce held within the faid j 


L D. 


Town fhall pay to the faid Keeper upon his Difch:irge 
from the faid Execution or Executions 




n:irgej 


6 : 8 


Every Prifoner on any Criminal Account or Accounts-^ 
whatfoever fliall pay unto the faid Keeper upon hi.s S 
Difcharge only — •— — J 


Every Perfon appearing upon a Recognizance at the Aflizes"] 
and afterwards tried upon any indidment or Indift- j 
ments whatfoever and fhall be committed thereon fhall j 
pay to the faid Keeper upon his Difcharge J 


NEW- 

CASTLE. 


Every 
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NEWCASTLE. Noijthern Circuit. 


N E W- 
CASTLE. 


Every Prifoner (hall pay to the Turnkey of the faid Gaol 
or Prifon upon his Difchargc — 


1 




s. 

I 


D. 


o 


Confirmed by us 

Henry Reay Mayor 
, John Isaacson Recorder 
Richard Ridley 
W” Ellison 1 

Francis Rudston, '^Aldermen 
Nathanael Clayton j 
Stephen Coulson J 


We do approve of this Table of Fees July 27. 1730 


FRANCIS PAGE 
JOHN FORTESCUE A 



THERE ARE ALSO AT NEWCASTLE 

♦ 

A BRIDEWELL. A room for men; another for women. No 
yard : no water. Prifoners at work'. 

1775, Jan. 8, Prifoners i, 

1776, Jan. 15, - - 5. 

A SMALL GAOL, consisting of three clofe dirty rooms. 
No court-yard : no water. 

^775> Jan. 8, Prifdners 2, 

1776, Jan. 15, - - I. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at MORPETH. 


GAOLER, %John Kent. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, : la : 6, 

Felons, i : 3:0. 

Tranfp’orts, only Expenfes. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none but on applying to Jufticcs. 

Felons, two pence a day each, paid 
once a month, 

Garnilh, : i : 4. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, March 22, 8 - - 8, 

1775, Jan. 9, 6 - - 7, 

J*”' 9 - - II. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Nichol/on. 

Duty — Sunday, Tuefday, Friday. 

Salary, ^lo, and for condemned Felons j lately raifcd 
to Izo. 

SURGEON, Mr. Leidman. 

Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 


lii 


MORPETH. 
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NORTHUMBERLAND. Northern Circuit. 


Remarks. 


MORPETH. 


ONLY one Court -yard, which is for Debtors. Some commo- 
dious rooms have been lately built for them j the old ones being 
out of rep^r. — Felons are always locked within doors. In the 
Women’s room I faw (Jan. 1776) two ; who, the Gaoler faid, were 
call for Tranfportation i one in Sep. 1773, the other in Nov. 1774. 
The term of their punilhment was lengthened by all this Time. 

Of the other two rooms, generally appropriated to Men-felons, 
one is a Day-room, the other an offenfive Dungeon. In the latter 
were three Tranfports, who upon fujpicion oi intending an Efcape were 
chained to the floor. — They have not the King’s allowance of 2s. 6d. 
a week. 

Gaol-delivery once a year. Afllze held at Newcajiley whither 
Prifoners are conveyed ; and men and women confined together, 
commonly a whole week, in a dirty damp Dungeon down fix fteps in 
the Old Caftle. 

The County has for fome years paid the Gaoler’s Fees for acquit- 
ted Prifoners, if poor: and cloathed fuch Tranfports as were quite 
indigent. 

The Debtors Court-yard fliould be allotted to Felons : and one 
for Debtors might be taken from the Gaoler’s fpacious Garden. 

Clauses of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. The 
following Table of Fees is hung up in a frame and glazed. 


TABLE 
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TABLE OP FEES &c. Settled and Allowed to be due morpeth- 
to the Keeper of his Majefty’s Gaol at Morpeth — by the Juftices 
— at the Quarter Seflions — held — at Hexham 1759. 

t 

Commitment Fees. 

Every Debtor o : i : 4 Every Felon ; 2 : 8 


Chamber-Rents. 

£. S. D, 

To the iroom cMled the Green Room with one bed in it and j 

if only one perfon will have it to himfelf, to pay weekly 3 ^ * 2.6 

If two Perfons therein to pay each — * — o : i ; 6 


To the room called Burton’s Room having two beds, and 
the Gaoler finding bedding and linnen, each perfon to 
pay weekly — “ . — 

But if one will have a bed is to pay — — 


} 


o : 


o : 



2 


p 


To the little Green Room having one bed and if one perfon 3 ^ 

will have it to himfelf he is to pay weekly — 3 

If two therein only to pay each — — o : i ; 6 

The Gaoler finding good and wholefome bedding 

To the room called the Fencing Room with three beds and-j 

the Gaoler finding wholefome linen each perfon to pay > o : 1:0 

weekly *— — 3 


To the little room called Mrs. Carr’s Room the Gaoler*) 

> O • I J o 

finding beds and linen each perfon is to pay weekly 3 
If the Prifoner finds the bedding — 0:0:6 


To a room called Mr. Johnfon’s Room ; being on the 
fame floor, the Gaoler finding bed and linen each 
perfon to pay — _ — 




If they find their own bedding, only 


o : 


o : 


lii2 


I : O 

o : 6 
There 
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MORPETH. 


NORTHUMBERLAND. Northern Circuit. 


C. s. D. 


There is a large room that Prifoncrs pay nothing for, which 1 ^ 
holds a great many beds, called the Middle Tower 3 


Every Debtor upon his Difcharge to pay to the Gaoler — 
To the Turnkey — 

Every Felon on his Difcharge — — — » 

To the Turnkey _ — 


o : 10 : 2 
o : 1:0 

o : 18 : 4. 
o : 2 : Q 


Jn° . Ordi^ 
Step. Watson 
W”. Ward. . 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at MORPETH. 


The three Rooms are clofe and dirty. Over the way is a large 
room which is a warehoufe and work-lhop : and aUove it another 
work-fhop. The Keeper, a Clothier, employs his Prifoners ; the 
Men and' Boys from eight o’Clock to four at two (hillings a week : 
Women from eight to five at one Ihilling and fix pence a week. He 
gives them alfo firing. No County Allowance. — His Salary ^^30: 
no Fees. 


1775, Jan. 9, Prifoners 2, 
*776> Jan. 16, - - - 8.. 


BERWICK. 



Northern Circuit. BERWICK upon TWEED. 


B E . R W I C K 


GAOLER, John Richardfon. 
Salary, 

Fees, Debtors, Freemen 
•Felons, 

Debtors, not free. 
Licence, for Beer. 


9 



lo : 2 


; 6 . 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, Freemen, four pence a day. 

Ditto, not free, 7 ♦ , , 

5 - two pence naltpcnny a day. 
Felons, - - j 

Garnilb, : i : o. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1776, Jan. 17, 5 - “ 2. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, Nonej but on application to the Magillrates. 


THIS GA6L is part of the grand Town-Hall, which was built 
in 1754, and has a fine Steeple : the only one in the Town. The 
rooms on the ground floor arc damp and Prifoners are not put into 
them, but over the Hall, where is a long room, or gallery, and 
feven other rooms, fizeable, but dirty. No court-yard : no water. 
Claufes of A<fl agalnft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. The Gaoler 
keeps h Public-houfe, diflant. He told me he went to the Gaol 
thrice a day j at nine, one, and eight. 


* This place, though a diftinft jurifdidlion, in none of the Circuits, is inferted 
here, rather than at the end of the Englilh and Welch Counties, becaufe its lltuation 
gives it a natural connexion with the laft-mentioned County, and it falls in here in 
the order of my journey through the northern part of the kingdom. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at CARLISLE. 

GAOLER, Brathwaite Atkinjon. 

Salary, ^ai. 

Fees, Debtors, 7 

Felons, } • » = o- 

Tranfporfs, j^i each to Whitehaven. 

Licence for Beer. The Tap let. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, on applying to the Juftices fome 

obtain a {hilling a week, fome 
nine pence. 

Felons, nine pence a week before conviftion j 


Garnilh, 

Lp ■ » 

a {hilling after. 

: 0. 


Number of 

- 

Debtors. Felons &c, 


March 

49 - - 

4 j 

• *776, 

Jan. 

20, 29 - 

7» 


Sep. 

19, 15 - - 

2. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Parish. 

Duty — Sunday, Wednefday, Friday; iirft Sunday in the 
Month, Sermon. 

Salary', fio. 

SURGEON, Mr. Losh. 

Salary, ; 2 : o for Attendance.’ Medicines paid for 
by Bill. 


CARLISLE. 
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CARLISLE. 


THE COl^RT fpacious, eighty-five yatds by thii'ty-fix; but Re 
common to all Prifoners. In it a Chapel, built, by the date upon 
it, 1734. Five rooms for Maftcr’s-fide Debtors; and as many on 
the Common-fide. Moft of the latter are large, but have windows 
to the ftieet. ‘As there are fo many rooms, the not feparating men 
and women is inexcufable. 

The Wards for Felons are two rooms down a Hep or two : dark 
and dirty. One of them, the Day-room, has a window to the ftreet; 
through which Spirituous Liquors and Tools for Mifchief may be 
eafily conveyed ; but the laft time I faw it, there was a Ihutter and 
padlock to it. The Night-room is only eleven feet by nine. No 
Infirmar)\ Tranfports have not the King’s allowance of is. 6d. 
a week. Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 
Gaol-Delivery £nce a year. 

The Gaol-Fcvcr, whicli Ibmc years ago carried off many of thc 
Prifoners, did not deter Mr. Farijh from vifiting the fick every day. 

Few Gaols have fo many convenient rooms for Common-fide 
Debtors. It is the more remarkable here, becaufe there is no Table 
figned by the Magiftrates to particularize the Free Wards. Some 
Gaoler^ avail themfclves of fuch a Circumftance, and demand rent for 
rooms which were undoubtedly defigned for Common-fide Prifoners. 


CARLISLE 
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C A R LISLE CITY GAOL, 

Over the Scotch-Gate. Only one ruinous room about twenty 
feet fquare j with a window foul feet by one and a half. No allow- 
ance but a very fmall quantity of peat taken as a toll upon that com- 
modity, and water brought twice a day. 

I WAS told that many a poor Traveller from the North who by 
fome Calamity had contrafted an unavoidable debt of forty fliillings, 
h.'is been confined at a dillance from his Friends in this Prifon where 
there is no Provifion, nor any means of procuring it. 

1776, Jan. 20, Debtors 3, 

Sep. 19, - - I. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at COCKERMOUTH 

Is behind the Keeper’s Houfe, and part of it liis Freehold. A 
room on the ground- floor, the Strong Room. Up Hairs another 
room j and a clofet called the Lunatic Room. All oift of repair, and 
jnfecure : and fo is the Court-yard. No allowance : no ftraw : no 
water. Keeper’s Salary or Rent £20'. no Fees. 

1776, Sep. 18, Prifoners none. 

WHITEHAVEN TOWN GAOL 

Is part of the Work-houfe. Two Rooms up Hairs j and a Dun- 
geori in which they ufed to confine Tranfports brought hither to be 
fliippcd. All dirty and offcnfive. 

1776, Sep. 18, Prifoners none. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY .GAOL at APPLEBY. 

GAOLER, Benjamin Ainjley. 

Salary, ;^io. (See Remar j;s.) 

Fees, Debtors, 

• Felons, 

T ranfports, a (hilling a mile each to Whitehaven, 
Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, four pence ^ day each. 

Garnifli, : i : o. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


1774, March 24, 

7 ' - 4 > 

1776, Jan. 22, 

0 

1 

Sep. 1 9, 

3 - - 3 ' 

CHAPLAIN, None. 
SURGEON, None, 


THIS GAOL was built by the County. The Earl of Thanet is 
Hereditary Sheriff, and p.ays the Gaoler his S.alary. Happily for the 


Pril'oners in a Gaol fo circumftanced, the prefent Gaoler is a man of 
temper and humanity. 

At jjage 41 I complained of this Prifon being within reach of 
Floods: but in Jan. 1776 there was a new Building on the higheft 
part of the Yard. It confills of four vaulted Wards for Felons, fifteen 
feet by thirteen a window in each, but no chimney : and over them 
three good rooms with chimneys, for Debtors. 

Gaol-delivery once a year. — No Table of Fees. 

Kkk 




£0 : 6 : 8 . 


ReMARiCSi 


COUNTY 
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WESTMORLAND. Nortbern Circuit. 


COUNTY BRIDE' WELLS. 

APPLEBY. Two rooms : each has a fmall window into a liable ; 
fubjeft to floods. — No allowance but ftraw. Keeper’s Sala- 
ry ^8 : no Fees. 

1776. Jan. iiy No Prifoners. 

Sep. 19, No Prifoners. 

KENDAL. Only one room for Men and Women eighteen feet 
by twelve and a hrfif, with one window about two feet fquare : 
no chimney : no yard : no water : no fewer. The Keeper 
has a garden : Salary ^6 x 10 : no Fees. — The Town 
fometimes commits Prifoners hither and allows them fix 
pence a day j the County, four pence. 

1776, Jan. 23, Prifoners 3, two Men, one Woman. 

- — Sept. 18, - - - 1 Defcrtcr. 

KENDAL TOWN GAOL. 

Only two Dungeons, called Black Holes : fourteen fteps under 
ground. No yard : no water : no llraw. Allowance fix pence a day. 
The two Town Sergeants keep the Prifon by turns } a week each. 

I HAVE not cenfured the management of any Work-houfes (though 
highly deferving it) becaufe foreign to my fubjeft. But I will take 
the liberty to extol the oeconomy, indulliy and cleanlinefs of the 
Kendal Work-houfe. It makes fome amends for the inconvenience of 
the Town Gaol, which occafions the fending Town-Prifoners to the 
County Bridewell as above. 

1776, Jan. 23, No Prifoners. 


COUNTY 



Northern Circuit. LANCASHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL, LANCASTER CASTLE. 

GAOLER, John Dane. 

Salaijr, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £o 8 : o. 

Felons, o : 13 : 4. 

Tranfports, ^^5 each. (See Remarks.) 

• Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors,? one fliilling each on Saturday 
Felons, 3 morning. 


Garnilh, Debtors, £0 : 7 ; 2, 



Felons, 

0:2:6. 

Number of 

- 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

» 774 , 

March 25, 

74 - i 3 » 

^ i 775 » 

Nov. 20, 

48 - 17, 

’ 1776, 

Sep. 17, 

32 - 19. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Spicer j now Rev. Mr. Watjon. 

Duty— -Sunday twice j Wednefday and Friday once. 

Salary, (See Remarks.) 

SURGEON, Mr. Dixon. 

Salary, none ; he makes a Bill. 

THE CASTLE- YARD is fpacious. Mafter’s-fide Debtors have 
many apartments. One of them which they call the Oven, is faid to have 
been ufed as fuch in the time of John of Gaunt Duke of Lancafier : 
the diameter twenty-four feet, the height, now, that of an ordinary 

K kk 2 
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room. 
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LAN- 

CASTER. 


LANCASHIRE. Northern Circuit. 

room. The Free Ward for Debtors is largje but dark. I'hclc, as 
well as thofe of the Mafter’s-fide, arc allowed to Avalk and work 
(Ipin, knit &c.) in the Crown and Shire Halls. Over the Judge’s 
Bench in the latter is written this tfext ; “ Let Jiui^ir.ent run doivn as 
tuaterSy and RighteouJneJ's as a mighty Jlream." 

Petty offenders are Ibmetimcs fent hither, becaufe the Bride- 
wells are diftant. There is a large Room for them near the Gate j 
and they arc, as they fiiould be, kept 1'epai‘ate from Felons. 

Men and Womcn-felons have tlicir Day-rooms aparf, at the upper 
end of the Yard. Women deep in their Day-room. — Men have 
for their Night-rooms two vaulted Cells. One of them, tlie Lo\v 
Dungeon, is ten fteps under ground, twenty-one feet by nine, ex- 
tremely clofe, dark, and unwholefome ; fo very hot even in Winter, 
that coming from it in the morning into the cold air nuin: be perni- 
cious. Their other Cell, the High Dungeon, is larger but clofe and 
offenfive, though not under ground. 

I once faw three Felons fick: but the Recorder, Mr. Fenton, 
gave immediate orders for their relief by better •nourifhment 
&c. and they foon recovered. No Infirmary. Lran/ports have 
not the King’s allowance of 2 s. 6d. a week. When Prifoners are 
convifted at Pfefion or Manchefter, and from thence brought hither, 
Mr. Dane has a Ihilling a mile Conduft-Money for each. 

Part of the Caftle-yard is an inclofed Bowling-Green. 

One of the rooms for Debtors is called the ^takers Room •, becaufe, 
it is faid, when thofe people were fb cruelly pcrfccuted in the laft 
Century, vafl: numbers of them were conlined in it. 

If the large istaile which is not much ufed, and the great Room 
under the Shire-Hall (in which I faw only one poor Lunatic ; who 

had 
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had been there many years, and is fince dead) were converted into 
Night-rooms for Felons, one fmall room for each ; and an Infirmary 
was built, this would be a good Gaol. From Mr.E?»/««’s humanity, 
and the regard that is juflly paid him,’ I cannot but hope for fome of 
thei'e Improvements. 

The Chaplain’s Salary 50 is — from the County ^36 — from the 
Dutchy ,^4 — from a Charity /lo. 

I WILL give a Copy of the Table of Fees, though it is not authen- 
tic: and of a Paper in the Shire-Hall containing a Lift of Donations; 
though imperfeft, and not vouched by any Authority. 


Fees taken by the Gaoler of Lancajler Cajile. 
(viz) 


For every Debtor’s Difchargc when by a Superfedeas — 

o : 

S. D. 

8 : o 

Oil a Comm(5n Difcharge 8s. and zs. & 6d. for the 

1 

. 0 : 

10 : 6 

Sluriff’s Certificate — — j 

When a Debtor is furrendered in Difcharge of his Bail 

\ 

o : 

2 : 4 

When a Debtor is charged with a Declaration zs. c'c 4 d-^ 
with the Rule to take the Prifoner to the Bar and > 

1 

■ 0 : 

4 : 8 

25. (Sw 4 d. with the 

When a Debtor takes the Benefit of the Infolvent Adi is. - 
.and 26 . Sc 4 d. to bring the Prifoner to the Bar by rule C 

. 0 : 

5 : 8 

and zs. & 4 d. for the Sheriff’s Certificate — ^ 

Fees for all Crown Prifoners — — 

i 

o : 

i8 : o 

Lately altered to — — 

O L 

13 • 4 


John Dane Gaoler, 


LAN- 

CASTER. 


CHARITY 
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LAN- CHARITY LEGACIES to the debtor prisoners in 

CASTER. • 

Lancafter Caftle 1770 


£. S. D. 


From Mrs. Henrietta Righy*s Executors to twelve of the 
moil neceiTitous and well behaved Prifoners five fiiillings 
each paid by Doftor Fenton and the Mayor of Lancafier 
about the firll day of March every year — 

From Mrs. Langton paid by La^wrence Raivjihorn Efq, each 
Aifi7e — — — 

From Sir Thomas Gcrrarei of Gartfnjoood paid by Mr. Star hie 
due about the firft of Augull — — 

Paid under a .Decree of the Court of Chancery of this' 
County out of an Eftate in Skermifdale called Sand late 
belonging to Peter Latham deceafed diftributed at 
every Auguft Alfize, by the Truftees of the faid Peter 
Latham or their order paid by Mr. RatcUffe of Ormf- 
kirk Attorney at Law — — V 

By the Will of William Edmunjlon of Outhavaite one pound 
fifteen /hillings yearly or half the Rent of Land in 
ScQt/ortb purchafed by the money left for fuch purpofe 
by the faid Will, paid by the Treafurer of the County 
in bread — — _ 

•From Mrs, Abigail Rigby s Executors paid by Doftor Fenton 
and the Mayor of Laneajler every St, Thomases Day 
[Qy^, Jcbfon’s Legacy.] (Sq the Paper.) 



o : o 



o : o 

o : o 



o : o 


: 15 : 0 


I 


2 : 0:0 

t 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 


PRESTON. This Prifon a little diftant from the Town was 
a Friary. On the ground-floor is a large Room, in which are 
eleven Clofets, called Boxesy to fleep in ; and another Room, 
the Dungeon. Over thefe are a large Working-room for Men, 
and a lefs for Women. All the ro9ms are dirty, and the 
Prifon out of repair. — A Court-yard in front (the Prifoners 
have no ufe of it) and a fpacious Garden backwards for the 
Keeper. 

These Prifoners have the other Moiety of WilVam 
Edmiinfton'% Legacy mentioned in the Lift at hancafter Cajlle. 
The Keeper receives it for them. No water acceflable to 
Prifoners : no allowance. Keeper’s Salary 0 >o : Fees, from 
thofe tried at SeflTions los. 6d. from others 7 s. no Table. 

1774, March 26, Prifoners 8, 

1775, ■ Nov. 18, - - 19, 

1776, Sep. 16, - - II. 


MANCHESTER. Rebuilt as per date, in the year 1774. 
Separate Court-yards and Apartments for Men and Women. 
I’he former have Work-rooms, over which are Chambers. 
Their Night-rooms or Dungeons, in a paffage or long room 

forty- 
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forty-five feet by fix are clofe ; eleven feet by eiglit ; eleven 
ftepj below the yard ; but not properly under ground, being 
on the declivity of a hill. — Women have three rooms on the 
ground-floor, and three chambers : here is allb a dungeon, 
down nine fteps, fourteen* feet by thirteen ; but w^omen are not 
put there. The iron grated Door into each Court has faften- 
ings of a contrivance fingularly curious. No allowance. 
Keeper’s Salary lately railed from £ 2 ^ to £60 in lieu of Fees. 

1774, Nov. 5, Prifoners 21, 

1775, Nov. 16, - - 6, 

1776, * Sep. 15, - - 12. 


LIVERPOOL BOROUGH-GAOL. 


Out of repair. Apartments clofe and dirty. Seven clofe Dun- 
geons ten fteps under ground ; each fix feet and a half by five feet 
nine inches, and fix feet high. Three Prifoners are locked up 
in each of them at night. There is another Dungeon, larger, but 
not ftcure. No Infirmary. The Keeper told me in Nov. 1775, 
that after I was tlicre laft year and faid his Prifoners were in danger 
of the Gaol-Fever, twenty-eight of them had been ill of it at one 
time. ■ What led me to think fo was, the offenfivenefs of the Dun- 
geons, and the number of Prifoners. The Prifon is furrounefed with 
other buildings, and cannot be made healthy and convenient. — 
Allowance in common on Sunday, bread 4 s. beef and broth .about 
6 s. Firing from Otftober to May. Gaoler, Rofendale Allen, 
Sergeant at Mace, pays the Widow of the late Gaoler £ 2.0 year; 
* ' and 
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and puts in a Deputy who pays him a year. Fees, Debtors 2s. 
Felons &c. 4S. no Table. Chaplain, Duty — Tuefday*and Friday : 
Salary ;^io. — Claules of Aft againfl; Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

Felons are generally fent to I^ncafter Cajlle : the Prifoners kept 
here are for the moll: part Debtors. 

I HEAR the Corporation intend to build a new Gaol. 

1774, Nov. 7, Prifoners 58, 

1775, Nov. 23, - - 60. 


WARRINGTON TOWN BRIDEWELL. 


Two rooms in the Work-houfe Yard ; one about nine feet fquare, 
with bedftead and ftraw ; no window : the other about nine feet by 
five, with an aperture for air eighteen inches by four. No employ- 
ment. Allowance for diet, the fame as the Poor, who, by their 
appearance, feem to have a humane attention paid to them. Keeper, 
no Salary for the Bridewell : no Fees ; is Mailer of the Work-houfc. 

1777, March 20, No Prifoners, 


Lll 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL, CHESTER CASTLE. 

GAOLER, Faithful Thomas i he holds it of the Conftablc 
George Noffiter the King’s Patented', to whom he 
pays Rent a year. 

Salary, jfiS : 5 : o from the Exchequer. 

Fees, Debtors, 

Felons, 

Tranfports, ^5 each, and^^i for Expenfes. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 7 a twelve-penny loaf each on Friday 
Felons, 3 mormn^ (weight inFeb.i']’] 

Garnifli, Debtors, : 3 : 6. 


Number of 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

1774, 

March 

29. 

22 

24, 

— 

June 

24, 

23 

12, 

i77S> 

Feb. 

I, 

9 

- JJ* 

— 

Nov. 


1 1 

6, 

1776, 

Sep. 

i4» 

7 

12. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Bofwel. 

Duty — Only to condemned Felons. 

Salary, ;^io. 

On Sunday a Debtor reads Prayers, and, connmonly, 
a Sermon, for which the County allows ^2 a year. 

SURGEON, Nonci but on applying to a Juftice. 

CHESTER 




lo : 9 : 8. 
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CHESTER CASTLE 

IS the Property of the KING. The firft room is a Hall or Chapel : Remarks 
there are two ftjiircafes leading up from it to four rooms for Maftcr’s- 
fide Debtors, Down eighteen fteps is a fmall Court-yard, which 
was common to Debtors and Felons. It is lately divided, but the 
high clofe pales which feparate the two Courts, now fo very fmall, 
deprive both Debtors and Felons of the benefit' of frelh air. The 
former in their free ward, the Pope's Kitchen ; the latter in their 
day-room, the King’s Kitchen, Both thele are fix fteps below the 
Yard : each of them about thirty-five feet by twenty-two. Near the 
former is the Condemned Room. Under the King’s Kitchen is the 
Kin^s Cellar ; quite ufelefs. Under the Pope’s Kitchen is a dark 
Room or Paflage twenty-four feet by ten : to it you defeend twenty- 
one fteps from the Yard. On one fide of it are fix Cells (Stalls), 
each about feven feet and a half by three and a half, with a barrack- 
bedftead, and a fmall aperture over the door. In each of thefe are 
locked up at night, fometimes three or four Felons. No window : 
not a breath of frefli air : only an aperture with a grate in the 
ceiling of the PalTagc, into the Pope’s Kitchen above. They pitch 
thefe Dungeons three or four times a year : when I was in one of 
them, I ordered the door to be Ihut j anti my fituation brought to 
mind what I had heard of the Black Hole at Calcutta. 

The Felons Day-room is not fecure. They efcaped in 1775 
by breaking through the (light floor into the King’s Cellar below ; 
and through the decayed walls of that they made their way dov/n the 
hill. The Keeper, who is careful and humane, was not hlamcalle. 


y . 1 1 c; 


No 
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No Infirmary: no ftraw: Tranfports have not the King’s allow- 
ance of 2s. 6d, a week. Of the leven Debtors whom I faw laft, five 
were imprilbned by Exchequer Writs*'. 


A TABLE OF FEES 

f 

To be taken by the Conftable of the Caftle — as the County Gaol — 
fettled — in the — Quarter Seffions — at Nantptwich—i^ih July 
1729 and afterwards confirmed — by his Majclly’s Chief Jullice 
of Cbejler and Judge of Affize — and Juftices ‘ of the Peace- 
in purfuance of a Ute A6t — for the Relief of Debtors &c. 


JL, C). D. 


Commitment Fee, for every Prifoner — — 

Chamber Rent, Prifoner finding his own bedding per week 
Bedding per week if found by the Conftable — 

Difcharging Fee — . — . — 

To the Turnkey on Difcharge — 

For a Copy of every Commitment — 

For Attendance into Court with every Prifoner brought 9 
there by Rule of Court — — 3 

For the Stone Parlour, Bed and Furniture if required per week 
For every Felon committed per week — — 


o : 8 r a 
0:1:0 
0:1:0 
0:1:0 
0:0:6 
o : !• : o 

0:1:0 

0:5:0 

0:0:6 


Signed by eight Juftices. 
Confirmed by J. WILLES Sep. rj. 1729. 


I HAVE in two of my vifits feen the places of confinement for Deferters in this 
Caftle, who are not under the care of the Gaoler, but of the Invalids of the Garrifon. 
They are bad unhealthy Cells ; often produfHve of the Gaol- Fever. An Officer at 
Worcefter informed me, that having fent a Serjeant and two Men for two Deferters 
lodged here, three of them died a few days after they came to their quarters, and he 
had them buried privately, without military honours, to the furprize of the Soldiers, 
who knew not the rcafon,. 

We 
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We whofe names are fubfcribed his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace 
do approve the above Table of Fees and the additional Fee of 
fix pence per week. Witnefs our Hands April 7. 1730. 

Signed by fivp Juftices *. 


A LIST — of hll GIFTS LEGACIES &c. — upon the belt Examination 
— given for the Benefit— of poor Prifoners — within — the 
Caftle of Chefter. 

yix.jQhnNoymy — Citizen andMerchant-Taylor of London — by his Will— . 

10th Odlober 1615 left— fix Ihillings and eight pence to be diftributed 
on Candlemas yearly for ever by the Mayor*&c.— to the poor Prifon- 
ers— in Money or Bread. 

Valentine Broughton- ->-0^ Chejicr Alderman — by'liis Will i6th Jane 1603 
left— thirteen (hillings and four pence to be diftributed at Michael- 
mas and Lady-day yearly for ever by the Mayor— to the Prifoners in 
the Caftle— by equal portions, or twenty days after. 

The above written Table of Fees — and Lift— of Gifts — are 
true Copies — Tho Tagg CL Pacis^ 

• » 

RULES to be oblerved within the Gaol of the Caftle of Cbefier. 

ift. ALL Prifoners to behave — refpcftfully to Keeper — Whoever— 
ftrike or affault any — to be puniftied by a Juftice at dilcretion. 

a. No Curfing or Swearing — No Gaming in the Hall nor in 
private. 

3. Prisoners to retire to their refpeiftive rooms— -from Lady-day 
to Michaelmas at nine— from Michaelmas to Lady-day at 
eight — to be let out in morning — Lady-day to Michaelmas 
at fix — Michaelmas to Lady-day at eight. 


CHESTER 

CASTLE. 


* The Table having hung againft a 4 amp wall, the Juftices Names are not legible. 

, 4. Friends 
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4. Friends or Relations — to bring neceflaries, — being — fearched 

for Inftruments if required — Not to Aay long — without le^ve, 
except in— iicknefs — nor after the hours of locking up. 

5. Felons &c. — to be in the I^ower Court — except leave Ike. 

6 . Whereas it is ufual for the Prilbners to go into the Caftle-yard 

an hour morning and afternoon for air except in time of AlTize 
Seflions &c. — None to go to the Caftle-gate or over the Pave- 
ment leading &c. — nor out of the Limits — nor intermix with 
the Soldiers on Guard. 

7. No Prifoner to remove — tlie Keeper’s beds Set . — nbr his own 

bed — without Gaoler’s confent. 

8. Prisoners may bring their own beds, and take them away. If they 

choole the Keeper’s bed— pay a fhilling at the end of every week. 
Upon Non-payment the Gaoler may take the bed, and put the 
Prifoner to lie in the Pope’s. Kitchen or any other free ward. 

9. The Public Hall to be fwept and cleaned by the Prifoners daily. 

AT the General Quarter SefTions of the Peace held at Namptwkh — 
14th July-*-4th George II. 1730 

We whofe Names are fubferibed Juftices of the Peace alTembled 
in open Seflions aforefaid do approve of the faid Rules to be 
oblerved in the Gaol of the faid Caftle of Chejler. 

Cha Dukenfield F Poole T Cholmondelev 
Three more not legible. 

We do approve of thefe Rules 

J WILLES W JESSOP 


COUNTY 
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This Prifon has been lately much improved by the addition of a 
Work-room ; a little Room at the end of it, which they call a Shop ; 
and fome Chambers over them. Ac one fide of the Work-room is a 
ftrong brick Bench againft the wall, long enough for feveral to fit 
on : and fronting the fire-place is another ftrong brick Seat, almoft a 
femicircle. Two of the old Rooms have now a window in each : 
the other have only perforations in the doors. I found at my laft 
vifit all the Prifoners, but two, employed in picking Oakum ; the 
other two were Shoe-makers, working at their own trade. The 
Yard is enlarged from the Keeper’s Garden, and flagged with broad 
ftones, which are very convenient, not only for cleanlinefs &c. but 
pafinilarly for drying the Oakum. The Partition between this and 
the G irden, is a brick wall about one third of the height, and the 
reft ftrong palifades with tenter-hooks. This is a judicious con- 
trivance for keeping the Yard and Houfe airy and healthy. 


1774, Nov. 8, Prifoners 3, 
1776, Sep. 14, - - 9. 


CHESTER 
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CHESTER CITY AND COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, ods. 

Salary, jfio. 

Fees, Debtors, Ip : 8:8, 

Felons, o : 6:6. 

Tranfports, j(^6 : lo : o each. 

Licence for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 


Allowance, 

DebtorSj 

Felons, 

, none. 

a penny loaf a day. ( Little more than 
half a pound in Feb. 1775.) 

Garnilh, 

iCo : 3 

: 6. 

Number of 

- 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774. 

March 

29, 8 - - 10, 

* 775 » 

Feb. 

I, 6 - - 2 , 

— 

Nov. 

25, 8 - - 2, 

• *776, 

Sep. 

14, I - - 2. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Duke. (See Remarks.) 
• Duty 

Salary, {^lO. 

•SURGEON, (See Remarks.) 

Salary, 


CHESTER 
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CHESTER CITY. 

f 

THIS GAOL, called the North-Gate Prijon, lias many convenient 
apartments lor pebtors. The Felons Day-room i;. Ipacious : but 
to their Dungeon, or Night-room, you go down fourteen Heps. It 
is fourteen feet by eight, and feven high. No light nor any commu- 
nication with the external air, but at the door. The PrifonerS in 
March 1774 complained of cxceffive heat: but in my latter vifits 1 
found they had been lodged elfewhere. No bedding nor ftraw. 
The Court-yard is common to Debtors and Felons : but the former 
have the privilege of walking in the Keeper’s Garden. 

Mr. Duke is Chaplain to the Blue-Coat School ; and officiates in 
little St, John's Chapel belonging to the School. A Navigation parts 
that from the Prifon-yard j and a foot bridge, made for the purpofe, 
gives tiiefe Prifoners an opportunity of attending Divine Service when 
it is performed ; that is Prayers twice a week, and Sermon once a 
month. Few .Prifoners in City or Town Gaols have liieli a privilege. 

In November 1775 feveral Prilbners were ill in bed of the Cold 
which then generally prevailed ; yet the Surgeon had not, for three 
weeks, either fecn them himfclf, or fent his man. 


RrM-Mu 


M m m 


TABLE 
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CITY. 


TABLE OF FEES and RULES. 


The Rules for this Gaol being in fubftance, and almoft in words, 
the fame as the firft four Rules for the Caftle, I wiy not tranfcribe 
them i but defire my Reader to refer to them. 


'I 


foner, ^ 


THE GAOLERS FEES. 

Upon any Arreft for any Perfon that (hall be brought and 
committed to the faid Prifon — 

For every Execution charged upon the Prifoner — - 

Upon every Commitment by the Mayor for a Mifdemcanor 1 
if a Freeman — — — ^ 

If a Foreigner — — 

For the Blue Room to a Gentleman committed Prifoner, 
fer week — — 

For Lodging every night in a Feather Bed — o 

In a Flock or Chaff Bed — — _ o 

Chamber rent per week the Prifoner finding hia own bedding o 
For every Felon committed to Prifon the Keeper’s Fees for i ' 
Irons and Continuance — — 3 ® 

If any Perfon attached by Form of Attachment out of thc*J 

Excheejuer at Chejler be brought to the faid Prifon > o 
the Keeper’s Pee thereon — 

If any Perfon (hall be arrefled by Form of a Writ out of 
any of the Courts at Wejlminjier and be brought to the 
faid Prifon the Keeper’s Fee — 

For attending the Court with every Prifoner — o 

For every Felon committed per week — — o 

For a Copy of every Commitment — — o 

*'^o the Turnkey on Difcharge — — o 


- j 

lUt ofl 
to the V 


5. 

» 

5 • 
4 • 


o 

0 

1 


1 

0 

1 
o 


Z), 

10 


4 

o 

0 

4 

2 

O 

6 

8 

3 

o 

o 

o 

6 


• Th^ firft figure % feems altered from 6, 


CHESTER 
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CHESTER CITY BRIDEWELL. 

Out of repair j and not f^e : no yard : no water : no allowance : 
no employment. They are building a large Work-Jhop, and rooms 
over it. Below are two new Dungeons about nine feet under ground. 
I told the Keeper that I wiflaed the Contriver of thefe might be the 
firfl; who l(^dged, in them. I heard they intend to enclofe a Court- 
yard : I hope they will not forget a Pump. 

Here were feveral leaden weights marked 30, 40, 60 pounds, 
witli a ring and chains to each : thefe are faftened, as the Magiftrates 
order, or the Keeper finds needful, to the legs of refractory Prifoners, 
that they may not walk without carrying the weight. The Keeper 
laid he had fome Women fo turbulent that it was extremely difficult 
to make them behave orderly, while they were kept together. 

• 1775, Feb. 1, Prifoners a, 

Nov. 25, - - o, 

1776, Sep. 14, - '12. 


MACCLESFIELD PRISON. 

'Phis Prifon for the Liberty of the Hundred, Manor, and Forefl. 
of Macclesfieldy in the Pinfold or Pound for that Hundred, is the . 
Property of Lord Derby. It has four Rooms ; and a Dungeon which 
is down feven fteps, eleven feet by nine. The windows of the rooms 

M m m a glazed. 
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glazed, no cafements. The Building is flight, and the whole of it 
ruinous. — ifceeper, John Haflehurfl, is a feailifFj keeps a Public- 
houfe i and has a Leafe of the whole for fixty years at ,^13 clear of 
Taxes. No Salary : Fees 7 s. 6i,l. no Table. 

1776, Sep. 15, Debtors 2. 


MACCLESFIELD TOWN BRIDEWELL 

Is a ruinous Room behjnd the Keeper’s Houfe. Only one window 
twelve inches by fix. The Keeper told me he was fometimes obliged 
to confine men and women together in it. Salary twenty fliillings ; 
Fees one (hilling. 

1776, Sep. 15, ' No Prifoners. 


HAULTON CASTLE GAOL. 

1 SHOULD fcarcely have mentioned this Prifon, ftnee for a number 
of years paft no perfon has been confinetl in it, had I not found that, 
in an infeription in the Court-room, dated 1737, it is ftill called a 
Gaol with a Court-yard. 

The Earl of Cholmondeley is Proprietor under the Crowft ; and 
Quarterly Courts are held here for the Manor. Two Cellars in the 
Building appear to have been ufed for the purpofe of confining 
Prifoners. 

1777, March 19, No Prifoners. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at FLINT. 

GAOLER, *John Williams. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, j^o : 6 : o. 

Felons, 0:3:6. 

t* h 

Tranfports, the Expenfc. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors , 7 each weekly is. 6d. in bread, and 
Felons, 3 6d. money. 

Garnilh, /o : i : o. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c, 

1774, June 25, 4 - I, 

1.776, Sep. 13, I - o. 

C HAP 1 . A IN, Rev. Mr. Davies. 

Duty— Wednefday .and Friday. 

Salary, 

SURGEON, Mr. Inglehy at Holywell. 

Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 


FLINT. 
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Remarks. 


FLINT. 


THIS GAOL is alfo the Bridewell. — On the ground-lloor are 
the Gaoler’s apartments. — For Debtors there arc, up Hairs, a Com- 
mon Ward; and two other Rooms. — They have alfo a Court-yard, 
backwards.— For Felons and Petty Offenders ^ two dark Clofets, the 
Black HoleSy on the fame floor as the Debtors rooms : they are each 
five feet by four ; and wepe the only receptacles for Criminals till a 
few years ago, when a Dungeon in the Yard was added. This is 
doHn eight Heps : rain comes through the roof upon the barrack- 
beds. A Court before it about five yards fquare : water laid in. 
When Men are here. Women arc put in the dark Clofets. 

Great sessions at Mold: Conveyance thither at the Gaoler’s 
Expenfe. He has a Salary of ,^25 as Keeper of Bridewell. 

Near twenty years ago, here was a Debtor who infilled upon not 
being fubje< 5 l to the Gaoler, nor to any Orders but fuch as fliould be 
enjoined by the Magiftrates. Upon this occafion, the Jufticcs at 
the Quarter -Seflions held at Holywell in July 1759 made fome faluta- 
ry Rules for the government of this Prifon, refcmbling thofc for 
Chefler Caftky which are hung up in the Gaol. It is probable the 
man knew he had a Statute to fupport his claim, namely, the 
Aft the 3 2d of George the Second. 


TABLE 



Chester Circuit. FLINTSHIRE 
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TABLE OF FEES. 

FlintflArCy A X Court of Great Scflion held at F/i»/ — on— • 
to wit. XJl 22d of Aiiguft — 5th— of our Sovereign Lord 
George III— 1765 before the Hon'’*® ‘John Morton Efq. Chief Juftice 
of— Chefter, Flint, Denbigh, and Montgomery j and Taylor White 
Efq. his Miljefty's other Juftice there afligned &c.— It is — Ordered 
that the Gaoler for the time being do ta^e no more than the Fees 
and x'Vllowances hereafter mentioned whicli the Court conceive to be 
fufficient and reafonable 

(That is to fay) 

A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler of this County. 


For the Receipt of every Prifoner for Debt 


0:2:6 

For the Ufc of the Bedftcad and Chamber by the week 
Prifoner finding his own Bedding — - 

thei 

) 

^0:1:0 

If the Bedding found by Gaoler per week then 

— 

0:2:0 

For a Copy of every Commitment — 

— 

0:1:0 

Attending et cry Prifoner brought by Rule of Court 

— 

0:1:0 

Fee on Prifoner’s Difchargc — 

— ' 

0:2:6 

Turnkey's Fee on Prifoner’s Difcharge — 


0:1:0 


The above Tabic of Fees is ratified and confirmed by 

JOHN MORTON 


FLINT. 


COUNTY 
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DENBIGHSHIRE. Chester Circuit. 


Remarks. 


COUNTY GAOL at RUTHIN. 


GAOLER, JoJeph Stoddard. 

Salar}', /lo. 

Fees, Debtors, ; 6 : o. 

Felons, 0:3:6. 

Tranfports, each to Chefier. 

Licence, none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, i s. 6 d. a week. 

• 

Garnifh, Debtors, ,^0:2:6, 

Felons, 0:1: o. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, June 25, 8 - - 5, 

1776, Sep. 13, 2 - - 1. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Peirce. 

Duty — Sunday. 

Salary, ^20. 

SURGEON, Mr. Nicbolls. 

Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 


THE OLD GAOL was alfo a County Bridewell. A New Gaol 
is almoft finifhed. The Front is for the Gaoler. Backwards, on the 
ground-floor, a large Day-room or Kitchen for Debtors j and another 


as 



Chester Circuit. DENBIGHSHIRE.. 

as large for Criminals : and for the latter, four Cells, fevcn feet and 
a half by fix } — two on each fide of a paflfage only three* feet wide. 
Above are nine Rooms and a neat Chapel. Separate Court-yards for 
Debtors and Criminals. The Gentlemen will fcarcely forget an 
Infirmary ; and fcparating Women from Men. 

Great sesskjns, of late, always at IVrexham-, and Conveyance 
thither at the Gaoler’s Expenfe. He has a Salary of 20 as Keeper 
of Bridewell. 

The Old Gaol may be made a convenient Bridewell, and then 
Prifoners might* be more properly feparated. A way might alfo be 
made to the Chapel. 


TABLE OF FEES. 

Denhighfiire, A T the General Quarter Sefllons — at Denbigh — 
to wit. on the 16 th day of April in the 5 th — of our Sove- 

reign Lord George III — 1765 before John Edwards Jun’’* and John 

• » 

Conway Efq’’** and others — Juftices — it is — Ordered that the Gaoler 
for the time being do take no more than the Fees and Allowance 
hereafter mentioned wj^ich this Court conceive to be fufficient and 
reafonable 

(That is to fay) 

A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler of this County. 

jC- S . D . 

Fees on the Receipt of every Prifoner —* — - o : a : 6 

Foi the ufe of the Bedftead and Chamber ftr week the Pri - 1 

foner finding his own Bedding , — _ J ° ® 

If Bedding be found by the Gaoler then per week ^ 0:2:0 

N n n 
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For 



£)ENBIGHSHIRE. Chester Circuit. 


4SS 


For a Copy of every Commitment — ^ 

Attending every Prifoncr brought up by Rule of Court 
Fee on Prifoner’s Difeharge — 

Turnkey’s Fee on Prifoner’s Difeharge 


£. S. .D. 
o : I : o 
o : I : o 
0:2:6 
0:1:0 


The above Table of Fees is ratified and confirmed by 


By the Court 

Jno. Hosier Clerk of the Peace 


JOHN MORTON 


r. N O T H E R 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at WREXHAM. 

This is only Part of an Houfe, the whole of which feems to have 
been formerly the Bridewell ; but moft of it is now the Parifh-Poor- 
houfe. The Prifon has — on the ground-floor the Keeper’s rooms 
and (table i and for 'Prifoners, two dark oflenfive rooms, without any 
window : a wall within fix feet of the doori; Prifoners have, with 
juft caufe, complained of being glrnoft fuffbeated j and begged to be 
let out for Air into the Keeper’s Garden, on the other fide of the 
Houfe. — Up ftairs are three rooms for thofe who can pay. All 
dirty and out of repair. No water. Keeper a Slicriff’s Officer : 
Salary ^8. 

1774, March 30, Prifoners 2, 

1776, Sep. 12, - - iL 


COUNTY 



Chester Circuit. MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 


COUNTY GAOL at MONTGOMERY. 

GAOLER, William Davies, 

Salary, £12: 12 : o from the Sheriff. 

Fees, debtors, £0 8 : o. 

Felons, o : 14 : 4. 

Tranfports, about 10 : 10 : o each. 

Licence, none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, on application, tte fame as Felons. 

Felons, two I4d. loaves a week. 

Garnifh, £0 ; 2 : 6 , 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, June 29, 3 - - 4> 

1)75, Nov» 29, 2 - - o. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Powell. 

Duty — Sunday, 

Salary, ^^20. 

SURGEONS, Three, in Quarterly Rotation. 

Salary, £% each. 


N n n 2 


MONTGO- 



460 MONTGOMERYSHIRE. Chester Circuit* 

‘MONTGOMERY. 

Remarks. THIS GAOL is finely fituated on a rifing ground. Apart- 
ments for Debtors, and Wards for Felons, convenient and kept 
clean. Court-yard common. The fine Stream of Water lately 
running through the Yard is cut off. Great Seffions always at 
Welch "Pool } whitlier Prifoners are conveyed at the paoler’s Expenfe. 

The Table of fees not legible. * 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at MONTGOMERY. 

A ROOM or two in, a Houfe at the lower end of the Town r 
out of repair. 

*775j Nov. 29, No Prifoners. 


CQUNTY 



North Wales Circuit. ANGLESEY. 


COUNTY GAOL at BEAUMARIS. 

GAOLER, William 'Thomas. 

Salary, ^^5 from the Sheriff. 

Fees, Debtors, 1 

Felons, \ 1 ° ■ ^ 

Tranfports, the Expenfe. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, a fhilling a week. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c.. 

1774, June ay, a - o. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON^ None. 


THIS GAOL is alfo the County Bridewell. It ’ dirty. The 
Felons Room convenient, but feldom occupied, Claufes of Aft 
againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. The Gaoler has 5 a year 
as Keeper of Bridewell, No Table of Fees, 


461 


Remarks^ 


COUNTY 
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CARNARVONSHIRE. North Wales Circhit. 


Remarks. 


COUNTY GAOL at CARNARVON. 

GAOLERj — — — — ^hotHuj, 

Salary, from the Sheriff. 

Fees, Debtors, ,^0:3:6 Entrance, 

0:2:6 Difcharge. 

Felons, none. 

Tranlports, the Gxpenfc. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, noiie. 

Felons, as. 6d. a week each. (See Remarks.) 

Garnifh, a Ihilling. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, June 27, 2 - 1. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGE.ON, None. 

THIS GAOL is alfo the Bridewell. Rooms incommodious 
and dirty. Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

Great Sefllons at Conway. Thomas has ,^5 a year as Keeper of 

Bridewell. He flops from each* Felon’s allowance fix pence a week 
for, what he calls, his Trouble of Weekly Payments. No Table of 
Fees. 

I HEAR the County intend to build a new Gaol. 


COUNTY 



NorthWales Circuit. MERIONETHSHIREi 
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COUNTY GAOL at DO LG ELLY. 

GAOLER, Edward Rees. 

Salary, 

Fees, Debtors, 1 

Felons, * 5 • 

Tranfports, the Expenfe. 

Licence, none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 7 
Felons, \ 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, June 2.8, I - I. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, ’ None. 


THIS GAOL was built five or fix years ago. Windows clofe Remarks. 
glazed ; rooms dirty j although fo few Prilbners. I was informed 
that there had been only two Executions for fifty years part. Claufes 
of Adi againll Spirituous Liquors not hung up. No Table of Fees. 

Great Seflions at Bula, 


COUNTY 



464 


CARDIGANSHIRE. Carmarthen Circuit: 


COUNTY GAOL at CARDIGAN. 

GAOLER, Charles ‘Thomas. 

Salary, ^ 1 2, but not fixed. 

Fees, Debtors,? 

Felons, J = ^3 *• 4 - 
Tranfports, the Expenfe. 

Licence, for Beer. 

’ t- 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, two Ihillings a week. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c, 

1774, Auguft 13, 4 - o. *• 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Davies. 

Duty — Sunday. 

Salary, ^^16. 

SURGEON, 

Salary, jCio. 


Remarks. THIS GAOL, which is to be the Bridewell alfo, was juft finilhed 
when i was there, but not inhabited : the Prifoners wefe in the 
Gaoler’s houfe. The Prifon-rooms are too low j and clofe glazed j 
no cafements ; no water in the Court-yard. C. Thomas has £2 
a year as Bridewell-Keeper. No Table of Fees. 


COUNTY 



Carmarthen Circitit. PEMBROKESHIRE. 


46 


COUNTY GAOL at HAVERFORDWEST. 

GAOLER, iRhhard Griffith, 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, 

Felons, ^ 

Tranfports, 

Licence, none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, certified from T 

their Parifli, I a penny a day. 

Felons, - - J 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons See. 

1774, Aug. 14, 4 - - I. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Jones. 

Duty— Wednefday and Friday. 

Salary, 

SURGEON, None. 


TFUISGAOL is alfo the Bridewell. Six Rooms. The two 
loweft are very damp Dungeons : in one of thefe, as I was informed, 
a Prifoner loft, lirll the ufe of his limbs, and then his life : fince that 
time, none have been confined in either of them. The upper rooms 
are dirty and offenfive, with fmall windows. No fewers : no Court- 

O o o yard • 


Remarks. 
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PEMBROKESHIRE. Carmarthen Circuit. 


HAVER- 

FORDWEST. 


yard : Claufes of A6t againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. No 
Tabic of Pets. R. Griffith has a year as Bridewell-Keeper. 
The County are applying for an Aft, in order to build a new Gaol. 


At HAVERFORDWEST is alfo the 


TOWN AND COU,NTY GAOL; which is likewife the 
Bridewell. It has convenient Rooms, and they arc kept clean. No 
Court : no water. The Work-lhop ufed by a Carpenter. 


1774, Aug. 14, No Prifoners. 


COUNTY 



Carmarthen Circuit. CARMARTHENSHIRE. 


COUNTY GAOL, CAR^IARTHEN CASTLE. 


GAOLER, John Williams,. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, jTo : 13 : 4, 

Felons, o ; 3 : 4. 

Tianfports, each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, • none. 

Felons, a Ihilling a week. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

» 774 . Aug. 15, 16 - - 10, 

1776, Sep. 8, 4 - - 7. (See Remarks.) 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Davies. 

Duty — Sunday, 

Sahiry, : I2 : 0. 

SURGEON, Mr. Price. 

Salary, £10. 


O o o 2 


CAR MAR- 
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CARMARTHENSHIRE. Carmarthen Circutt. 


C A R M A- R T I I E N CASTLE. 

Remarks. THIS GAOL is alfo the County BriJewell. The old ajtartmcnts 
are too ciofc ; and lb are the new Cells for Crimhrals. Thcfc are 
about feven feet by fix : apertures in the doors only about nine inches 
fquare : earth-floors. The Day-room is ufed as a Chapel. Over it 
is a free ward ; and over that, a room for the fick. The con- 
demned Dungeon is dampj a fmall window. One Court-yard j 
but it is fpacious. A ^^oufe for the Gaoler, lately built in the 
yard j but he Hill lives didant, as before. It has convenient rooms 
for Mafter’s-fide Debtors j and an Alarm Bell at top : by ringing if, 
a Debtor lately prevented an cfcape of the Felons. No water : the 
Well is ufclefs ; and the Gaol ofibnfive. — Houfes in the neighbour- 
hood have water laid in. — Tranfports have not the King’s allowance 
of 2s. 6 d. a week. Chaufes of the Adi againft Spirituous Liquors not 
hung up. No Table of Fees. J. Williams has ,^12:12:0 a year as 
Keeper of Bridewell. To this Prifon there are Riiks or Bounds, 
which extend near a mile round. 

Two of the Ofienders, whom I faw lad time, were for Fings which 
they can never pay. They have not the County-allowance, and were 
almod darved. 

The Gaoler was defirous of farming the Allowance : but the abufe 
of fuch a truft by the Gaoler at Brecon had been detedled j ind the 
requeft of this Gaoler was not granted. 


At 



Carmarthen Circuit. CARMARTHENSHIRE. 


At CARMARTHEN is allc) the 


C O U*N T Y - B O R O U G H - G A O L. 


To the four rooms of this Gaol at the Gate, you afeend by llone fteps 
on tlie oiitfide. No yard : no water. Keeper, one of the Town- 
Sheriffs, lives diftant. — At iny firfl vifit a young creature committed 
for a petty Theft, had been there four months, and was fick on the 
floor. At my laft, a Debtor fick in bed. Befides the four Prifoners 
whom I law, the Sherift' told me he had one in the Rules which are 
of fmall extent. — Food &c. for the Prifoners is put through an aper- 
ture at bottom of the door : a little girl, the. daughter of a Prifoner, 
could juft get through it to fetch water &c. 

t 

Debtors. Felons &c, 
i 774 > Aug. 15, o - I, 

1776, Sep. 8, 3 - I. 


COUNTY 



RADNORSHIRE. South Wales Circuit. 


COUNT.Y GAOL at P R*E S T E I G N. 

c 

GAOLER, ‘John Thomas. 

Salary, £ lO from the Sheriff. 

Fees, Debtors, 

Felons, ^ ^ 

Tranfports, the Treafurer has ,^5 each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none but on application. 

Felons, a three-penny loaf for two days. 

Garnifli, £q : i ; o. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c, 

1774, June 30, 4 - 3, 

1775, Nov. 30, 3-1. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None. 

THIS GAOL, which is all'o th6 County Bridewell, is out of 
repair. Only one Court-yard. Felons Night-room down three Heps, 
and not fecure : earth-floor j no ftraw. Keeper’s Houfe diftant ; but 
his Garden, contiguous, is a proper fpot on which to enlarge the 
Gaol. Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous I.iquors not hung up : no 
Table of Fees. J. Thomas has ^^2 a year as Bridewell-Keeper. 


COUNTY 



SocjthWales Circuit. BRECONSHIRE. 


COUNTY GAOL at BRECON. 

I 

GAOLER, %Iagdalen Williams. 

Salary, none: but ^31 : lo : o a year to fupply Felons 
. with neceflary Food. 

Fees, debtors, 7 

Felons, 3 • 7 - o. 

Tranfports, each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none but on applying to Juftices. 

Felons, farmed as above. 

Garnini, £0 2 ; 6. 

Number of - - Debtors, Felons &c. 

1774, Aug. II, 7 - - 3, 

1776, Sep. 9, 4 - - I- 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Ilugb^ Jones. 

Duty — Wednefday or Friday. 

Salary, £\c. 

SURGEON, Mr. Williams. 

Salary, £3. 


BRECON. 
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BRECONSHIRE. South Wales Circuit. 


Remark*. 


• B R E C 0 ‘ N. 

THIS GAOL out of repair; but at my laft vifit not dirty. 
Two Courts common to Debtors and Felons : they alfo lodge toge- 
ther. Some of the Rooms clofc glazed. A dark Dungeon : the 
door of it repairing ; yet the Gaoler’s fon told me it was never ufed. 
At my firft vifit the Prifoners almoll ftarved by the Gaoler. Two 
Gentlemen of the County, who were then in the Gaol with me, 
feemed to refent the abufe. — No ftraw. — No Claufts of Ad againlt 
Spirituous Liquors : no Table of Fees. Tranfports have not the 
King’s allowance of 2s. 6d. a week. 


COUNTY B.R I D E W ELL at BRECON. 

One Room in the Keeper’s Houfe for Women ; and two in the 
Back-yard for Men; the whole out of repair, and not fecure. No 
allowance ; no water. Keeper no Salary. I am informed the County 
intend building a new Bridewell. 

1776, Sep. 9, No Prifoners. 

BRECON TOWN GAOL, 

Over the Gate-way. Out of repair ; no Court-yard : no water ! 
Gaoler no Salary ; he fells beer, 

1776, Sep. 9, No Prifoners. 


COUNTY 



South Wales Circuit. GLAMORGANSHIR^E. 


COUNTY GAOL at CARDIFF. 

GAOLER, ‘tbot^as Lewis^ wyti William Cobb. 

Salary, none : but lie farms the Allowance. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, Debtors, : 14 : 4, 

Felorfc, o : 7:8, 

Tranfports, each. 

Licence, of late none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none but on application to the Jurticcs. 

Felons, ten pence halfpenny each on Saturday. 
Garnilh, £0:2:6. ^ 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Aug. 19, 14 - 

1776, Sep. 6, 2-2. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, Mr. Williams. 

Salary, £vo. 


Ppp 


CARDIFF. 
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GLAMORGANSHIRE. South Wales Circuit. 


C A R D -I F F. 

Rsmarks. the new GAOL,' not finilhed, is to confift of three feparate 
Houfes, with Court-yards between tliem. The Old Gaol to be 
taken down; and in Front (where itjiow ftanCIs) is to be the Houfe 
for Debtors : a Court behind it — Then the Gaoler’s Houfe ; this is 
built ; two rooms on a floor. Behind it, the Felons Court-yard ; 

• and beyond that, their Houfe or Wards; w'hich are alfo built: on 
the ground-floor, a fmall room for the Turnkey; and tliree vaulted 
rooms : above them three chambers, twelve feet and a half by ten. 

The Gaoler’s houfe being in the middle, he will have botli Dtbtors 
and Felons in view : but his pafling to the ftreet througli the Debtors 
houfe, may be dangerous to him when they prove riotous. 

He undertakes for £^o a year to pay Felons ten pence halfpenny 
a week ; and find them draw : and to pay a fliilling a week to fiich. 
Debtors as the Juftices Ihall appoint. No Table of Fees. 

Great sessions always at Cowbridge. — The late Gaoler informed 
me, that an Exchequer Debtor confined ten years for feven pounds 
died in the Gaol jull before I was there. 


COUNTY 



South Wales Circuit. GLAMORGANSHIRIi. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL aT COW BRIDGE. 


Besides the Old Room, there are two Rooms lately built in' the 
Back-yard j each lifteerr feet fquarc. In them provifion is made for the 
circulation of air ; and there is now little danger of the Gaol-Fever j 
of which the Keeper told me, at my firil vifit, many had died : a 
man and woman about a year before; when himfclf and his daughter 
were alfo ill of it. No fewer : no water : no Court-yard ; one may 
be eafily enclofcd from the Ground adjacent. No allowance. 
Keeper’s Salary ,^'25 : 12 : o. 


» 774 . 

t 

1776, 


Aug. 19,1 
Sep. 6,3 


No Prifoners. 


Ppp2 
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TABLES 


RELA<riVE TO 


FEES, NUMBERS OF CRIMINALS, &c. 


TABLE I. 

A LIST OF FEES due to the Clerks of Assize of the feveral 
Circuits in England, and tJicir Offices, from Prifoners charged 
with Felony — Burnt in the Hand — Whipped — Acquitted — 
Difcharged by Proclamation — or againft whom Bills are returned 
by the Grand-Jury not true Bills. 


HOME CIRCUIT, 



s. 

D. 

Burnt in the Hand — — 

— 

— 

4 

8 

Whipped — _ 

— 

— 

4 

8 

Acquitted 

— 

— 

8 

4 

Difcharged by Proclamation — — 

— 

— 

8 

4 

According every Ignoramus in Felony — - 

— 


6 

4 

NORFOLK CIRCUIT, 





• 

Acquitted and Order of Delivery in Murder — 

— 

1 

8 

— 

The like in all other Felons ~ 


1 

I 

4 

Order on Delivery on Proclamation — 

— 

— 

15 

8 

Ditto on Ignoramus Bill — ~ 

— 

— 

>3 

4 


MIDLAND 



TABLES 


MIDLAND CIRCUIT, 

r 

Acquitted and Difcharge Fee ift Murder 
The like in other Felons — 

Difcharge Fee according — 

Difcharge Fee or Proclamation 




S. 


D, 


1 


7 


S 


I 6 


8 


>3 4 


OXFORD CIRCUIT, 


For every Prifoner acquitted of Felony on one Indi^ment 
difeharged — — — 

For every Acquittal after the — — 

For every Prifoner difeharged by Proclamation * — 

Guilty Burnt in the Hand or Whipped and Difeharged — 


I? 4 
8 8 
9 


WESTERN CIRCUIT, 

Acquitted including Plea and Difcharge 
Ignoramus 13 s, 4d. and Difcharge 13 s, 4d. 
Difcharge by Proclamation — 

Convidlion in Man-flaughter — 


1 10 

1 6 

13 

- 17 


NORTHERN CIRCUIT, 

Not guilty Difeharged 
Difeharged by Proclamation 


5 

H 


TABLE 



TABLES 


TABLE II. 

t 

HOME CIRCUIT. 

TOTAL ACCOUNT of PaisoNERi Burnt in the Hand — 
Whipped — Acquitted — Difchargcd by Proclamation — or 
againR whom Bills have been returned Not found — in the 
Counties of HiiRTKouo, Kssex, Ken’t, Sussex and Surrv, 
for feven Years, from the Year 1764 to *1770 Incluliv’e, 


• 

1 

Whipped. 

Acquitted. 

DiTch.irgfci by 
Proclamation. 

Bills not found. 

*2 

0 

i- 

Hpi^Tro^pp — 

9 

1 z 

5 ^ 

■ 

32 

.0 

l^^.sfcX — 

-4 

3 S 

7 ' 

62 

3 ' 


1 

K F N T 

7 5 

z 0 

* 3 - 

9 > 

34 


S U S S F Y 

1 

1 1 

■5 

23 

16 

■ 

69 

Surry — 

40 

D 

1 24 

77 

B 

■ 


'59 1 

96 

3S6 

293 

■ 

1059 


TABLE 

































TABLE 


( 480 ] 


An account of the Number of Prisoners Tried and Acquitted — of Prifoners 
Sentenced to be Whipped and Difcharged— and of Prifoners Difcharged by 
the feveral Counties and Cities within the OXFORD CIRCUIT for 



Berkshire. 

Oxfordshire. 

Worcestershire. 

CityofWoRCESTER. 

Gloucestershire 

Not Guilty Difcharged. 

Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged. 

Whipped and Difcharged. 

Difcharged by Proclamation. 

i 

r 

JR 

s 

b 

‘3 

0 

0 

z 

Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged. 

tJ 

t * 

rs 

X 

• 

Q 

■d* 

c 

(4 

0 

Q. 

.&• 

’.3 

Difcharged by Proclamation. 

Not Guilty Difcharged. 

Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged. 

Whipped and Difcharged. 

Difcharged by Proclamation. 

Not Guilty Difcharged. 

Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged. 

Whipped and Difcharged, 

'Difcharged by Proclamation, 

Not Guilty Difcharged. 

Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged. 

Whipped and Difcharged. 

Difcharged by Proclamation. 

'1765 

10 

2 

0 

3 

6 

0 

I 

3 

H 

2 

2 

5 - 


0 

0 

0 

12 

0 

I 


1766 

11 

1 

2 

9 

8 

0 

0 

5 

iS 

0 

0 



0 

0 

0 

J 7 

I 

0 

5 

1767 

10 

0 

1 

2 

16 

0 

2 

3 

M 

2 

3 

6 

2 

° 

0 

0 

16 

0 


5 

1768 

H 

0 

0 

7 

II * 

0 

I 

6 

’ 12 

I 

0 

7 

I 

0 

0 


20 

2 

I 

4 

1769 

4 


0 

I 

7 

0 

0 

5 

12 

0 

0 

10 

I 

0 

0 

I 

10 

0 

0 

8 

1770 

3 . 

0 

0 

\ 

5 ■ 

0 

0 

4 

7 

* 

0 

• 7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

10 

I 

0 

7 

1771 

9 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

3 

8 

I 

I 

7 

2 

0 

0 

0 

21 

I 

0 

2 

Total 

61 

5 

3 

28 

56 

0 

4 

29 

85 

7 

6 

44 

9 

0 

0 

2 

106 

5 

3 

3^ 
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III. 


Convifted and Sentenced to be Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged — of Prisoners 
Proclamation — at the feveral Assizes and General Gaol-deliveries held in and for 
Seven Years ending at Michaelmas 1771. 



Total. Not Guilty Difcharged - - . - 615 
Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged 47 
Whipped ard Difcharged - - - 2S 
Difclurgcd by rroclamailcn - - 293 

Great Total 9S3 

On a TABLE 




TABLES. 


TABLE IV. 

ABSTRACT of Sir Stephen Theodore Janssen’s TABLE of Criminals 
Condemned; Executed; and Pardoned: at the Old Bailey, London, 



Condemned. 

Executed. 

Pardoned &c. 

Peace 1 749 

61 

44 

^7 

1750 

84 

S6 

28 

1751 

8s 

63 

22 

1752 

52 

47 

5 

>753 

57 

41 

» 

16 

1754 

so 

34 

16 

>755 

39 

21 

18 


1 — 428 

— 30C 

— — » 122 

Peace 1 




and J. 1756 

30 

13 

»7 

War ) 




War 1757 

37 

26 

1 1 

oc 

32 

20 

12 

>759 . 

>5 

6 

9 

1760 

H 

10 

4 

1761 

22 

*7 

5 ■ 

1762 

25 


10 

War 1 




and J. 1763 

61 


29 

Peace 3 

236 

139 

97 

Peace 1764 

52 

31 

21 

• >765 

4 « 

26 

*5 

1766' 

39 

20 

*9 

1767 

49 

22 

27 

' 1768 

54 

■27 

27 . 

1769 

71 

24 

47 

1770 

9 * 

49 

42 

> 77 > 

60 

34 

26 


457 

233 

— 224 


1121 

678 

443 


Of 




TABLES. 


Of 120 5 efllons in the 15 Years of Peace (8 in a year) only one was Maiden ; in 1749. 
Of the 64 Seffions in the 8 Years of War, nine were Maiden. 


* 

Mur- 

dtr. 

Hou re- 
breaking 

High- 

way. 

Horfe- 

ftcaling. 

For- 

gery. 

Coin- 

ing. 

Return- 
ing from 
Tranf- 
port- 
aiion. 

Defraud- 

ing 

Credi- 

tors. 

Shop- 
lifting 
Riot 
and 12 
other 
Crimes. 

Total. 

Sentenced to Death - 

81 

1 

^ 208 

362 

90 

95 

1 1 

31 

3 

24.0 

1 121 

Executed , 

72 

118 

251 

22 

7* 

10 

22 

3 

1 

109 

678 

Pardoned, Tranfported, \ 
or died in Gaol - j 

9 


III 

68 


1 

9 

I 

13 * 

443 


Sir Stephen intending a Lift only of thofe wlio were condemned to die, has not 
in his Table a Column for Tranfport Convids. But at the bottom of the Sheet he 
notes that tlicre were 

Tranfported for feven or fourteen Years 5199 

To which Nuiuber he adds 

Tranfported by the King’s Mercy 
after receiving Sentence of Death - 

f 

Total Tranfports 5600 

The fecond Number of Tranfports 401 is, doubtlefs, part of the Number 44 j, 

the laft of the three Totals above, 



CLqq 2 


TABLE 
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TABLE V. 

An account of the Number of Criminals Condemned to Death; 
Executed ; and Sentenced to Tranfportation : with their refpeflive OIFences : from the Year 
1750 to 1772 Inclulivc; within the Icveral Counties &c. in the NORFOLK CIRCUI'E. 


Years. 

Petty Treafon 
and Murder. 

^ .5 

«VJ Jd, 
ctt 

tuO 

c 

C 

■q ^ 

txo 

£ 

c 

“cS 

*-■ 

0 

K 

Forgery. 

Returning from* 
Tranfportation. 

Six other Crimes. 

Condemned to 
Death. 

Executed. 

Reprieved tor 
Tranfportation. 

Grand Larceny. 

Petty Larceny. 

Seven other Crimes. 

Sentenced to 
Tranfportation. 

175c 

2 

3 

8 

8 

— 

- 

- 

2 1 

10 

8 

24 

3 

- 

35 


- 

6 

4 

6 


- 

— 

i6 

1 2 

1 2 

24 

- 

- 

36 

'752 

3 

3 

3 

'5 

1 

- 

3 

28 

1 1 

'3 

28 

1 J 

2 

44 

'753 

2 

4 

2 

«< 


- 

2 

2 1 

6 

10 

18 

1 

- 

29 

' 75-1 

- 

9 

2 

'7 

1 

- 

4 

33 

'3 

20 

29 

1 

4 

54 

'755 

— 

2 

4 

7 

— 

— 

1 

'4 

2 

9 

20 

1 

• 

3 * 

1756 

— 

2 

2 

7 

— 

— 

6 

'7 

• 

16 

18 

1 

- 

3 ^> 

'757 

1 

8 

5 

1 1 

“ 

- 

2 

27 

6 

1 2 

34 

- 

I 

16 

1758 

- 

B 

n 

■5 

— 

- 

I 

24 

5 

23 

3 ' 

1 

2 

57 

*759 

— 

H 


8 

- 


- 

*3 

3 

'5 

1 2 

2 


29 

1760 

— 

B 


3 

— 

- 

— 

1 1 

3 

1 1 

'5 

- 

1 

27 

1761 

1 

1 


2 


— 

2 

8 

2 

4 

'3 

- 

I 

18 

J 762 

1 

■ 

■ 

I j 

2 

* 

, 


2 


lo 

- 

- 

'5 

1763 

3 

3 

1 

5 


— 

1 

'3 

5 

6 

'9 

1 

2 

27 

1764 

— 

4 

2 

8 

- 

3 

2 

'9 

3 

10 

16 

* 

4 

-9 

1765 

— 

4 

2 

'4 

— 

- 

1 

20 

I 

'9 

29 

1 

2 

52 

1 766 

2 

8 

4 

'4 

— 

-■ 

2 

30 

4 

*7 

! ^7 

- 

I 

45 

1767 

2 

6 

2 

'4 

- 

- 

6 

30 

5 

oc 

34 

- 

- 

72 

1768 


1 

1 

10 

— 

- 

4 

16 

5 

16 


1 

2 

55 

1769 

2 

9 

1 

4 

- 


1 

18 

6 

1 I 


- 

2 

34 

1 ' 7 -JO 

■ 

5 

5 

12 

— 


1 

24 

7 

'7 

18 

— 

- 

35 

1771 

■ 

4 

1 

6 

- 

— 

4 

16 

5 

1 1 

30 

- 

2 

43 

'772 

H 

> 

.1 

4 

-* 

— 

I 

7 

- 1 

7 

'7 

- 

I 

25 

Total 

20 

93 

65 

20. j 

4 

6 

44 ^ 

1-34 1 

"7 

^08 

523 

'5 

28 ! 

^74 1 


TABLE. 
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TABLE VI. • 

An account of the Number of Criminals Condemned to Death; 

Kxccutetl ; and Sentenced to Tranfportation : with their refpeflive Offences : from the Year 
1750 to 1772 Incluftve; within the fevcral Counties See, in the MIDLAND CIRCUIT* 


<0 

Treafon. 

Murder and 
♦Petty Treaion, 

Robbery. 

Burglary, 

Ho ufe- breaking 
in Day-time. 

Stealing Horfes 
and other Cattle. 

0 

f^eturning from 
Tranfportation. 

Six other Crimes. 

Condemned to 
Death. 

Executed. 

Tranfported, viz. ^ 
Capital Offences reprieved. 
Offences made 
tranfportable, 

Grand and Petty Larceny, 

1750 

1 

— 

6 

4 

3 

16 

— 

— 

2 

32 

5 

50 1 

* 75 * 

- 

1 

. + 

5 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

13 

3 

47 

1752 

-- 


2 

- 

• 

16 

— 

- 

3 

23 

3 

45 


- 

- 

8 

1 

1 

1 7 

1 

- 

1 

29 

1 

58 

* 75 ^ 

- 

I 

3 

1 

- 

20 

- 

- 

4 

29 

4 

63 

*755 

- 

2 

4 

2 

3 

10 

-- 

— 

4 

25 

6 

44 

1756 

2 

- 

1 

4 

1 

*7 

1 


4 

30 

6 

44 

^757 

- 

-- 

2 

3 

I 

*4 

— 

2 

- 

22 

4 

60 

1758 

- 

1 

5 

5 

- 

*9 

I 

- 

4 

35 

6 

54 

*799 

- 

4 

4 

- 

] 

i6 

1 

2 

3 

3 » 

9 

43 

1 760 


1 

1 

- 

- 

1 2 

- 

- 

1 

15 

2 

32 

1761 

1 

2 

3 

* 

1 


- 


I 

*5 

5 

zS 

1 762 

- 

2 

- 

- 


8 

- 

I 

- 

1 1 

4 

23 

1763 

- 

I 

4 

1 

1 

9 

3 

1 

3 

23 

H 

45 

1764 

- 

; 3 

6 

I 


H 


- 

1 

25 

1 1 

63 

1 

1765 

- 

3 

4 

5 

1 

9 

- 

- 

— 

22 

7 

! 62 

1766 

-- 

I 

4 

- 

4 

12 

-- 

— 

3 

26 

4 

63 

I 767 

-- 

2 

4 

6 

- 

1 1 

- 

— 

- 

23 

6 

45 

I 768 

- 

1 - 

- 

2 


*7 

1 

- 

— 

23 

2 

49 

1769 

- 


5 

I 

- 

10 

- 

— 

5 

23 

6 

37 

1770 

- 

2 

3 

- 

. 

6 


- 

I 

'4 

4 

45 

1771 

-- 

- 

- 

3 


6 

- 

- 

1 

9 

2 

36 

1772 

- 

I 

5 

2 

-- 

1 1 

- 

- 


20 

2 

2 1 

Total 

4 

30 i 

80 

49 

20 j 

.79 

8 

6 

1 

42 1 

518 1 

1 16 

1057 


tablf 
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TABLE 


VII 


FELONS delivered from NF.WOATE. to be transported. 


& 

Sessions. 

Lon- 

«>on. 

Mid- 

dlefcx. 

Hicks’ 

ILill. 

Wert- 

minllcr 

1 t>vver 
Scirion. 

Cnpital 

Rdpites. 

Total. 

1773. January 

10 

19^ 

3 

6 

— 

-- 


February 

8 

24 

9 

— 

— 


4 » 

April 

16 

24 

*9 

>4 

— 

20 

93 

May 

mm 

29 

*4 

— 

— ’ 


5 3 

July 

D 

49 

6 

5 



74 

September 

■I 

24 

9 

— 


Bb 

44 

O^lober 

10 

*7 

8 

6 



4 » 

December 

10 

»5 

9 


|H|| 

H 

5 * 

- 

89 

20 1 

77 

31 

— 


43 5 

1774. January 

4 

18 

3 

-- 

-- 


25 

February 

16 


7 

3 

1 


60 

April 

15 

24 

*7 

*3 

I 

— 

70 

May 

6 

22 

2 



— 

— 

30 

July 

*4 

22 

1 2 

8 

4 

30 

90 

September 

22 

16 

* 10 

-- 

2 

I 

51 

Odlober 

8 

8 

6 

5 

1 

— 

28 

December 

*4 

22 

16 

— 

I 

> 3 

60 


99 

165 

73 

29 

10 

44 

420 

1775. January 

9 

29 

14 

9 


H 

61 

February 

9 

20 

7 

— 

2 



April 

*9 

17 

1 2 

4 

— 


5 2 

May 

5 

9 

2 1 


— 


16 

July 

6 

1 1 

7 

5 

— 

20 

49 

. September 

*4 

20 

6 

. — 

— 


40 

October 

1 

9 

10 

7 

4 

2 


32 

December 

8 

9 

7 

— 

I 

B 

3 ^ 


79 

125 

62 

22 

3 

B 

mm 


Great 'l^'otal 


1179 











































CONCL USION. 


I T was oiicc my^inteation to have publiflicd the preceding 
account of Engliih Prifons, ^ without any of the intro- 
dudl:ory matter which compofes the former part of this 
Volume. But thinking, from a clofe attention to the fub- 
jedt, that it was in my power in fomc inflances to fuggefl 
remedies to the evils which I had been witnefs of j and 
aware of the common proverbial objedlion “ that it is eafier 
.to lind faults than to mend them;’' I imagined I ihould be 
culpable in’ fupprelTmg any thing which might conduce to 
improvement in a' matter I had fo much at heart. 

A PERSON of more ability, with my knowledge of fadls, 
would have written better : but my ambition was not the 


• My Rcaclc/s will obfcTVC that I do not give this ns an account of every f ngle Prifon 
in the Kingdom. Some, doubtlcf:,, have elcapeJ my rcfearches ; for it was only by 
afliduous enquiries in my frequent journeys that I was able to difeover all thofe 1 have 
mentioned. It will readily be conceived, however, that thofe 1 have miffed mull be 
of very fraall confcqucnce. 


fame 
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CONCLUSION. 

fame of an Author. Hearing the cries of the miferable, 
I devoted my time to their relief. In order to procure it, 
I made it my tiulinefs to colledt materials, the authen- 
ticity of which could t>ot be difputed. For the warmth 
of fome expreflions where my fubje^l obliges me to com- 
plain, and for my eagernefs to remove fhe fcveral griev- 
ances, my only apology mull be drawn from the deep 
diftrefs of the fufferers, and the imprellions the view of it 
excited in me — imprellions too llrong tb be effaced by any 
length of time ! 

What I have propofed throughout my work is liable, I 
am fenfible, to fome objedlions ; and thefe will, doubtlcls, be 
heightened by the cavils of thofe whole intercll it is to pre- 
vent the reformation of abufes on which their eafe or emo- 
lument may depend. Yet I hope not to be entirely deferted 
in the conflift : and, if this publication lhall have any cffcdl 
in alleviating the diftreffes of poor Debtors and other Prifon- 
ers— in procuring for them cleanly and wholefome abodes j 
and thereby exterminating the Gaol -fever, which has I'o 
often fpread abroad its dreadful contagion — in abolifliing, 
or at leall reducing, the opprellive fees of Clerks of Adize, 
and of the Peace i and checking the impolitions of Gaolers, 
and the extortion of Bailiffs — in introducing a habit of in- 
dullry in our Bridewells ; and rcllraining the Ihocking 
debauchery and immorality which prevail in our Gaols and 
other Prifons — if any of thefe beneficial confequences lhall 


accrue. 



CONCLUSION. 


accrue, the writer will be ready to indulge himfelf with tlic 
plealing thought of not having lived without dotng fome 
good to his fellow-creatures ; and will think himfelf abun- 
dantly repaid for all the pains h<! has taken, the time he has 
fpent, and the hazards he has undergone. 

Nothing effedlual will, however, I am perfuaded, be 
done in reforming the ftate of our Prifons, till a thorough 
Parliamentary Inquiry concerning them be fet on foot, on 
which may be grounded one comprehenjive Statute for their 
general regulation. Should this be undertaken, I would 
cheerfully (relying Hill on the protection of that kind hand 
which has hitherto preferved me, and to which I defire to 
offer my moft thankful acknowledgments !) devote my time 
to one more extenfive foreign journey, in which the PruJJian 
and Aujirian Territories, and the moft confiderable free 
Cities of Germany would probably afford fome new and 
ufeful lights bn this important national concern. 


R r r 




INDEX. 


^ 4 bIKGDON Bridewell - 314. 

Acq^uitted Frifoners, detained for 

Fees - - 31. 

■■ fcldom employed 39. 

A^l for preierving health of Frifon- 
ers, its cffc£ls* - - 5- 

A6ls of French Parliament refpedl- 

ing Prifons - - 94. 

^Ethiopia, India cVc. written on 

doors in Prifons - - io6, 

Aikin, Mr. his Thoughts on Hof- 

pitals referred to - 97, 

Air, freili, the ncccflity of in Prifons 12. 
— malignity of in Gaols - 13. 

Alarm bell - 223, 312, 327, 468. 

Aldfworth, Mrs. her Legacy - 393 - 

Aliment for Debtors, difHculty in 

obtaining - - 10. 


Page 

Allnutt, Mr, his Legacy - 206, 

Allowance to Prifoners, defe£ls 

refpe^fing - - 1 1 . 

— quantity propo fed - 6i« 

Lilfsofihouldbehungup 64. 

farmed, in dances of - 21 1, 


295, 339, 360, 394, 471. 
— to Felons paid only 


monthly 


425. 

none to Felons 


^53- 

Amjierciam 

- 

1 24. 

Anglesey 

- 

461. 

Ant-werpy allowance at 

- 

^34t 

Appleby County Gaol 

- 

433- 

within 

jeach 


of Hoods 


41. 

Bridewell 


•434- 

Apprentices, faulty, rooms 

for 

1S6, 


193’ 

23S. 

Arundel, Lord, Proprietor 

- 

3^3- 


r 2 Afizcs, 



I N 


D E X. 


Page 

AfUzes, held too fcldom in fome 


places - ♦ - 30. 

where no Prifon - 229, 

234, 

Axminjler^ GaoUDiHemper brought 

there - - 18. 

Jlylejhury County Gaol - 241. 

- ■ ■■ Bridewell - 242. 


B. 


Bacon^ Lord, his opinion of the 


Gaol-Diftempcr 

18. 

Bailiffs, diforders arifing from their 

keeping public houfes 

10. 

extortion of 

- ibid. 

Keepers of Prifons 

189, 227, 

00 

409, 452. 

Bala^ Great Seilions there 

463. 

Bankrupts and Infolvents, 

fevcrc 

law againfl 

98. 

Bark and Cordials preferibed to 

Prifoners * 

138, 244. 

Barking Bridewell 

221. 

Barrack-beds, what 

223. 

Basf ord 

- 294 * 

Bafil 

104. 

Bajingftoke 

- 359- 

Bajlilc 

93- 

Bath City Gaol 

394- 

Baths, neceffary in a Gaol 

45. 

Batley 

- 4*3- 

Beaufort, D. of, cloatbs Prifoners 340. 


Page 


Beaumrris 

- 

461. 

Beccaria, Marquis of, his 

opinion 

of confinement before trial 

29. 

on fpcedy punidimcnt 

30- 

— on prevention of crimes 

74 - 

B cedes Bridewell 


266. 

Bedding, want of, in Prifons 


and ftraw, inllances where 

none in Prifons 171, 

* 75 ’ 

183, 

186, 193, 209, 213, 

214, 

215 ’ 

^33> ^3^* 240, 

253 ’ 

- 74 > 

286, 294, 300, 304, 

309* 

312, 

3*6, 320, 329, 349, 

357 ’ 

363’ 

369, 392, 395, 402, 

4 ^ 3 ’ 

412, 

434 » 444 > 449 > 47®? 

472. 


Bedfordshire 

- 

243- 

Bedford County Gaol 

- 

ibid. 

Bridewell 

- 

244. 

Benedidlines, their Prifon 


139. 

Berkdey 


347 - 

Lord, Proprietor 


349 - 

Bcrkhamjhd BridcwC ll 


214. 

BeR KSH J RE 


311. 

Bern 


100. 

Berjvick 


429. 

Beverley Bridewell 


403- 

— ' — ■ ■ Hall-Garth 


ibid. 

Town Gaol 


ibid. 

Bicitre 


91. 

Bien-venu on admillion to a Prifon 

1 12. 

Bir?mngham Town Gaol 

- 

274. 

Black AfTize at Oxford 

• 

* 7 - 

Bladi-Fryars Bridewell 

- 

178. 

Blackct, SirWalter, hisbeiiefa£lion 

421. 


Bodmin 



INDEX. 




Page 



P.igc 

Rodmin Bridewell 


00 

Bury Gaol 

- 

267. 

Sheriff’s Ward 


384- 

— Bridewell - * 

• 

268. 

Borough Compter 


208. 

Butler, Bp. quoted 

• 

43 - 

Bowes, Mr. his charity 


401. 

• 



Bread, fliort weight of 


1 1. 




■ account, fliould be kept exa6l 6i. 

C. 



»- — — Infpe6tor of * - 

- 

398. 




— ■ and water. Diet, defigned as 


Calcutta^ fatal fo* want of air 



a punifliment 

- 

115. 

Calvert’s brewhoufe, charity from 

167, 

, Debtors 

Jiving a 




176. 

long time upon* 

367. 

417. 

Cambridgeshire 


00 

Breconshire 

- 

471. 

Cambridge Callle 


ibid^ 

Brecon County Gaol 

- 

ibid. 

County Bridewell 


250. 

Bridewell 

- 

472. 

■ .. ■— Town Gaol 


ibid. 

- - Town Gaol 

- 

ibid. 

Bridewell 


251. 

Bremen 

- 

117. 

Canterbury Bridewell 


225. 

Breton, Abbe, Founder < 

of a Cha- 


City Gaol 


226. 

rity for fupplying 

Prifoners 


Cardiff CoMXiXy Gaol 


473 - 

with linen 

- 

^ 3 - 

Cardiganshire 


464. 

Bridewells, defe^l:s and 

propofed 


Cardigan County Gaol 


ibid. 

improvements in 

- 

68. 

CarliJIe County Gaol 
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The Plaxes are to be inferted as follows ; 

General Plan oF a County Gaol, between Pages 48 and 49^ 
Plan of Ea h/Iaifon de Force, Ghent, - * 140 and 

Plan of Newgate, 15a and 153* 


Tab. 111. being continued over from P. 480 to 481^ Care is 
to be taJeen that the Eines coincide. 
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APPENDIX. 


T he Houfe of Commons having taken under confideratioji 
the regulation of prifons, I thought myfelf bound, by the 
promife made in the conclufion of my late publication, to 
collect fuch farther hints as I might be able to procure in feveral 
foreign Territories there mentioned. I therefore yifited them and 
fome other countries, and fhall fubjoin thofe remarks which fecmed 

moft worthy of attention. 

• 

In the Draught of a Bill to punilh by Imprifonment and Hard 
** Labour, certain Offenders j and to eftablifh proper Places for their 
** Reception*,*' the plan was formed on the Rafp and Spin-houfes 
in Holland. This made me more felicitous to gain the befl: inform- 
ation, by a frelli infpe» 5 lioji, and by converfation with intelligent men. 
Ip purfuance of this defign, I went to Holland in April 1778, and 
cheerfully entered on the intended bufinefs of my journey at 

* This has iincepafTed into an A£V, 19th George III. Cap. LXXIV. 

ROTTER- 


A 2 



4 


Stadt- 

HOUSE, 


Rasp- 

house* 


APPENDIX. 

rotte/rdam. 


WHERE I rcvifitcJ the Stadt-hoiife prilbn, in which were no 
debtors in cither of the three rooms. When there are any, they are 
alimented at one fixed fum, viz. fixteen ftivers There are feven 
rooms for criminals or diforderly perfons. One of them is called the 
condemned room, into which a criminal is put fourteen days before his 
final fcntence ; and immediately after the Icntence, he Vs executed 
with a folemnity very flriking to the common people. In three of 
the rooms, were three perfons confined for a limited time for fome 
fmall ofienccs, and kept to bread and water. Their daily allowance 
w'as from four to five ftivers, and their pitcher was filled vtitKzvater 
tliree times a day ; but the other criminals had their pitcher filled 
once a day with beer^ and their allowance was from nine to ten ftivers. 
There were cafes with thick ^ llraw mats, and two or three coverlids 
to each. 

In thcRafp-houfe (orSpin-lioufe,as It fliouldn'ioreproperly be called) 
the tl}riy'C}ght ?nen who were there, were l])inning, except two who were 
cutting or rafping logwood, and a few who were carding wool, mak- 
.ing fifhing-nets, and forting colFcc-berries. The women were all em- 
ployed in Ipinning, carding, or winding at a great wheel. They 
were cl.ean, and appeared healthy and well. I obferved the ceiling 

* A GUINEA 252 d. IS = II guilders n ftivers =» 231 ftivers 

(for 20 ftivers is a guilder) therefore ftivers are to pence as = O' • 

i. c. II ftivers is equal to a fliilling. 


to 
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to be white: one of the direAors informed me that it was white- 
waflied regularly twice a year. 


r T h R ’) A ’1 

ll v . !•- 
no'j ,r.. 


The men were more feparated than the zvomeiiy into rooms which 
meafiired about fourteen feet by feventcen, and each of which con- 
tained only four or five. Ifor preventing combinations, two of them 
are removed every ten or fourteen days, to diflerent companies. In 
thofe rooms were fome JewSy whofoiiinner was not porky as was that 
of the other pfifbners,^ but nniitony which their focicty in the city fent 
them, with a flice of white *bread, by pcrmiflion of one of the five 
regents or infpe6lors 


The whipping-poft is in the middle of the yard, in full view of the 
mm criminals. For the more refraftory, tlicre are dark rooms, but 
not dungeons : in one of thefo, on ihutting the door on myielf, I 
found no dampnefs. My conclufbor oblcrved, that the floor was 
railed to preferve it dry. Here they arc allowed no bedding, and 
are kept to bread and water, which is given them at an aperture in 
the. door. Xheir confinement is for fix, eight, ten, or fourteen days. 


The keeper has a laiary from the city, of four hundred florins or 
guilders /'cr anyium^y and allb a houfe, victuals and dnirik, Mrinv and 
candle, and one feventh part of the produce of all ilie labour of the 
prilbnersi ib that it is his intereft to fee that the v/ork be well per- 

* As I was ihcrc at one o’clock, the time of the dillribution, I obferved that the 
bread was all cut in : this prevents thole coni.'Hs or frauds which foioctimes 
liappcn where piifonero mefs together, and the bread is given out in ore loaf, i 
faw on board the hulks in the Thames, where ore loaf was given to fix rerfons. 

t About ^j6. 
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Rotterdam 
R A s p - 

HOUSE. 


A P P E N D i X. 

formed : yet as the quantum is fixed by. the regents, it isi not in his 
power to be atruel taflc-mafter. Ti.he manner of dieting the prifpocrs 
feemed to me worthy of being infei^ed at length in the note below 

Being at Rotterdam on a Sunday, I was defirous of feeing, whether 
there was fuch diffipation in their prifons, as there is in pursj on tjhat 

day. 

• Regulation for the daily fiiet, at the Ralp- ho ufc at Rotterdam. 

Sunday Dinner. Each man has a mefs of boiled ^6ttt> with “butter or kitchen- 
fluff ; a piece of cheefe or butter, with a quarter of a pound of ryfc bread. 

Ditto ditto. Each boy, woman, or fuch as only work; half-talk, a mefs of grout, 
as above ; a piece of wheere or butter, with one lixth of a pound of rye bread. 

Ditto Supper. Each man a bowl of new milk boiled with barley or iiour, with a 
piece of cheefe, and one fourth of a pound of rye bread. 

Ditto ditto. Each bo^, woman, or fuch as only do half-tafk, the bowl of fwcet 
milk as above, but no bread or cheefe. 

Monday Breakfaft. Each man half a pound of rye bread with cheefe or butter. 
Each boy, woman, or half-ta&cd, one fourth of a pound of rye bread with butter 
or cheefe. 

N. B. Breakfaft through the week, is tlic fame as above. 

Monday Dinner. Each man half a pound of meat, or one fixth of a pound of 
pork without bone ; half a pound of rye bread, with a bowl of boiled carrots, 
cabbage or greens. 

Ditto ditto. Each boy, woman, or half-tafted, one third of a pound of meat, or 
one eighth of a pound of pork withpui; bone, three eighths of a pound of rye 
bread, with a bowl of boiled carrots, cabSage or greens. 

Tuesday Dinner. For all, boiled gray peafe, with one fourth of a pound of rye 
bread ; the men have, bcfidcs, each a piece of cheefe. 

Wedn ESDAY Dinner. Each man a bowl of peafe porridge, with three eighths of a 
pound of rye bread and a piece of cheefe. 

Ditto ditto. Each boy, woman, or half-talked, a bowl of peafe porridge, one 
fourth of a pound of rye bread, with a piece of Cheefe. 

Thursday Dinner. Each man, one third of a pound of meat, or one eighth of a 
pound of pork without bone ; two llicis of rye bread, ^weighing together half a 
pound, with a bowl of barley broth. 

Thursday 
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dfty. The public fetvice al the Ralp-houfe began at half after one 
o’clock. The audience confiftcu of aboyt thirty or forty inhabitants 
of the town, Mr. Schtmaker the yrefiding regent, the head-keeper and 
his family, and three under-keepers, befides the prilbners. The num- 
ber of women prifoners was about forty, who were feparated from the 
reft of the congregation by a wooden palifade, and feated on benches 

Thursday Dljy^r. B^s, or 'men who only do half-talk, one fourth of a pound 
of meat, or one twelfth of<s poundrof pork without bone ; two flices of rye bread, 

' weighing together three eighth* of a pound, with each a bowl of barley broth. 

Ditto ditto. The women, no meat or pork ; each a bowl of barley broth, with 
three eighths of a pound of fyte bread With butter or 

Friday Dinner. Each man a bowl of kidney-bean porridge; three eighths of a 
pound of rye bread with cheefc. 

Ditto ditto. Each boy, woman, dr half-talked, the mefs of kidney-bean porridge; 

one fourth of a pound of rye bread withchcefe. 

Saturday Dinner. Each man a bowl of boiled peafe, with butter and vinegar 
fauce ; boys, women and half-talked, have the fame allowance ; and all have 
the fame allowance of rye bread and cheefe as on the Fridays. 

The conftant Tapper, on week days, for all, is butter milk boiled with barley or 
grout till thick enough to be eaten without bread ; to this, each man has one fourth 
of a pound of rye bread with cheefe; the boys, women and half-talked have only a 
znefs of the butter milk, but no bread or chcele. 

Cans. 

Each man has, during the, three fummer months, daily, of beer, - - s*, 

and during the three winter months, ditto ditto - - i,^ 

and during the remaining fix months, ditto ditto * ^ ^ z 

Boys, women and half-talked for the three fummer months, each, daily^ j_*_ 

and for the remaining nine mouths, • ditto ditto - i 

In the foregoing regulation for diet, no alteration is to be made, unlefs when fiHi 
lhall be extraordinarily cheap and plentiful, all the prifoners may be indulged with 
one meal, provided with theconfent of all the regents, or of a majority of them. 

raifed 
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Rotterdam raifcd one above another. They werti; all dean and neat j had no- 

l-’Asr- . . •'. y ... 

t'cuic. «liin>T dhlinguilhing in their drefsJ b.i^ wefe without hats. While 
they Hood up during prayer, they Iwld up their aprons to cover their 
faces. I hc siieii were neat, drclTed in brown coats, had been fhaved, 
had clean fliirts (which were moft of them chequed), clean ftockings> 
and wore handkerchiefs about their necks. They alfo wfre feated on 
railed benches, in a room out of the chapel, and feparated from it by 
an iron grating, uom the ton of, .the room to the bottom, fo wide 
that all tite audience, except the feijale, prifoUers, h^l them full in 
view. The keeper’s feat adjoins to this' grating, and two of his 
fervants, who are turnkeys, fat obferving their behaviour. 

The cii-ipiain, after a Ihort prayer, preached extempore; then, 
the ;;w; convids joined in finging, moll: of^them having books. 
When the chaplain had prayed again, he catechifed for about tliree 
quarters of an hour. It being the •women's turn that Sunday, fix of 
them ftood up, one after another, and made the refponfes, which the 
chaplain explained to them. After this he prayed, and tlie fervice 
concluded by finging the fifty-firft Pfalm. The decent behaviour 
and attention of the audience, evidently proved that the fcrvice, 
though of two hours and an halfj was not tedious or difagrecable. 

During the time of c.atechifing, the head-keeper and one of his 
fervants went out, to infpe>5t the empty ward-s, and to fearch whether 
any tools or inftruments were concealed; The keeper returned to his 
feat in an hour. At the end of the fcrvice, the -women palled by the 
regent’s feat ; and when they were gone, he went into the court 

• The ieat is l.irgc enough for all the five regents or infpcdlors : but only one 
is obliged to attend, and this they do by rotation* • 


to 
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to fee the mm go to their feveral wards, four or five together,* that 
number only being let out a time.^ After they were A\ locked up, 
he went to each window, and com‘Wcd with them. Many of them 
leturncd their thanks for the abridgment of their term of confinement, 
as this was juft before the time for elefting new magiftrates. One or 
two, who haci been at fea, intreated to go in any capacity to Indky 
as is fometimes permitted. He afterwards went to the grates of the 
women's wards, and converlcd wilh j^ljem ; and gave the catechumens 
fame token of lifrappf&la^p§. 

I CANNOT forbear clofing this account, with mentioning the ardent 
wifhes it infpired in me, that our prifons alfo, mftead -of ccchoing with 
profanenefs andblafphcmy, might hereafter refound with the offices of 
religious worfhip j and prove, like thefe, the happy means of awaken- 
ing many to a fenfe of their duty to God and man. 

At La Porte, the prifon at Goude, there is a fmall room for debtors, 
which the keeper informed me had not been occupied fince 1761. 
There are n^any ( oStagon) rooms, but all empty : fome are affigned 
to thofe who are committed for fmall offences, and kept to bread 
and water, for which there is an allowance to each of them of three 
ftivers a day, — In the Spin-bouje the prifoners were all employed in 
carding and fpinning wool for ftockings. On obferving little towels 
hanging in one room, they told me, that each of them had one clean 
every week. Here were fome prifoners from the Hague, and other 
towns which have no rafp-houfes, who were admitted at a ftipulated 


♦ Thev were not chained, for no irons are here ufed, 
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annual fum, of about a hundred and ten florins for each, befides fifteen 
for cloathing.— Near this city is jnclofed a triangular gallows, with 
an infcription over the gate, 

Re£fe faciendo nemimm timeas. 

The bell tranflatlon of which may be the words, of Scripiure, 
“ The righteous is fbold as a lion.” 

At Harlem, the Spin-houfe (wliteh i^ t]>‘i"w'ork-houfe or foor-honje) 

* # 

being old, is not fo airy and commodious as modern buildings. 
Here were about thirty tnah and firtecn offcndei-o. The latter 
were at work with the mother (as they call her) making and mend- 
ing the linen of the houfe. The former were weaving coarfe linen, 
in which, at the diftance of every fix inches, there was a blue ftripe, 
to diftinguifli the linen of the houfe, and to prevent its being in any 
manner difpofed of elfewhere. One perfon was working at a loom 
on flowered filk damalk, b^caufe that had been his former trade. 
Taylors were alfo employed in the way of their profeflion. The 
room in which the women worked, . and that in which they flept, 
were quite clean. Each bed had twoperfons allotted to it, and they 
were all allowed Iheets. The poor here, as in other work-boujes in 
Holland, were cleanly and decently ^^lad. 

■ In this city is a noble hojpital, .airy and Ipacious, called the 
Proevemers, in which the perfons admitted are decently provided 
with meat, drink and lodging during their lives, and a burying-place 
at their deccafe. Perfons of all ages from twenty to the moft advanced 
period arc admitted, though it is not common for any under forty to 

apply 
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apply for admiffion. At entrance> each perfon pays a greater or 
fmaller fum, according to his a^e, as by the table in the note.* 
A common table is provided for all who ‘are not fick or infirm. If 
any, after refiding fome time, choolfe to have their viftuals brought to 
their rooms, rather than eat in common, they mull pay for that pri- 
vilege according to their age, one fifth part of the fum that would be 
required for admillion at that age. For example, if a perfon of fc- 
venty years of age choofes to.eatwn his apartments, he mull pay one 
fifth of the admigipirAiqa ey r eqvyred at the age of fevcnty, namely, 
four hundred and twenty flljPTns. 

It often happens that there are not vacant places, when perfotis 
defire admiflion. But many fecure places before a vacancy, by pay- 
ing two hundred florins in advance of their entrance money i in con- 
fequence of which, their names are inferibed in a lift j and the money 
deduced from the fum required when they enter. 


^ Age. Sum. 

Florins. 

20 — 5000 
22 — 4900 
^4 — 4800 
26 — 4700 
28 — 4600 
30 — 45CO 
32 ■— 4400 
34 — 4300 
36 — 4150 
38 4050 


Age. Sum. 

. • Florins, 

40 — 

42 ■— 3800 
44 — 3700 
46 — 3550 
48 — 34SO 
50 — 3300 
S'z' — 3«So 
54 — 3000 
36 •— 2900 
58 — 2750 


B 2 


Age. Sum. 

Florins. 
60 — 2700 
62 — a6oo 
64 — 2500 
66 — 23 JO 
68 — 2200 
70 — 2100 
72 — 1956 
74 — 1800 
76 — 1700 

78 — 1600* 
80 — I coo 


Ha r i.e m 
I Jos PIT at. 


Thosk. 
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Those who choole to leave the houfe entirely, receive, during the 
remainder of«their lives, a certain', though very ImalJ, intereft of the 
fum wliich they paid at admiBonh 

At Ainjierdam I more than once revifitcd the prifons. At the 
Stadt-houje were eighteen debtors j and there were fiv^ criminals, but 
their offences not being capital, all the ftrong rooms under ground . 
were empty. The debtors arc on tHe ground-floor. I often converfed 
with them, and found that they^er e^]^ j 4 tAi@tt?id alike : the firft 
fourteen days at eleven ftivcrs ( a Jhilltng'j a day after that time at 
five ftivers and a half. But this is paid to the gaoler, who has great 
profit out of it, as appeared from the daily allowance which I weighed 
feveral times. Each debtor has from the city one quart of beer daily, 
and turf for firing. The rooms were clean, though the prifoners are 
never out of them, unlefs twice in a year at the times of white- 
wafhing. 

From a book containing 'the names and crimes of all who have 
been executed at jlmfterdam, from January 1693 to the end of 1766, 

1 find it necelTary to retract the aflertion “ that for a Hundred years 
paft there have not been .communibus annis, more than 

one a year.” From this publication, the following ftate of execxi- 
tions at different periods are drawn. ' 

From 1693 to 1735 (43 years) 288. 

iyj6 — 1745 (10 years) ' ao? 

• — 1766 ' (21 years) 28. 

And 1 have been well informed, ^at in the three years preceding 

my lafl; vifit, there was only one ciiwunal executed, who was beheaded. 

* For this account I am indebted to Dr, Maclaine, the worthy minifter of the 
• Englifh church at the Hague. 

And 
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An obfemtion before cfcapcd me, concerning the attention of the 
magiftratcs to the children of the malefatlors whc^ are executed. 
They are fent to the orphan-houl^, and tliere brought up in induftry, 
and not left deftitutc vagabonds, to become unhappy vidlims to the 
wickednefs.and folly of their parents. 

Perhaps the .computation which 1 have mentioned of two 
hundred and fiftAthoufand .i\h^itants in this city may be too 
great j* thoitgtCTfS ^iij lift ^k e TOt, Mr. Karjfeboom^ fome time fintfe, 
edimated thorn at two hulked and forty>three thoufand j and of late, 
many Jews banifhed from other countries have made an addition to 
the number. But Dr, VrUe reckons that they hardly amount to 
two hundred thoufand. t 

The four regents J who manage the Rafp-houfe are appointed by the 
burgomafters, *to whom they are accountable. The gaoler or father 


, • Deaths in 1776, • • 8982. 

1777, - - 8939. 

The numbers marked at the Sta^i^hu/i^ when I was there in June 1778, 
Thefirftwcekj - - 121, 

lecondweek, - - 138. 

•)• See Ills wuicrv aliens on Reverfionary Payments, p. 186, 187. 3d edition, 

X It may be proper to mention, tliat thefc Regents have no falarics, but only foivic 
privileges and honorary clilUn^Iions ; as exemption from the city watch ; liberty of 

free entrance after one of the city gates is ihut ; and a deacon’s feat in the church. 
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Amsterdam js ftridly obliged to obey all the orders of the high-officer, the 
HOUSE. burgomafters, Snd alfo of the regents. In no cafe may he, or any of 
his family, receive a gift from the *prifoners or their friends, either 

f 

before or after , their enlargement. He muft not entruft a fervant 
with the keys, but muft himftlf carefully fearch the convidts and their 
cotSi or rooms, before he locks them up in the evening, ^ fix o’clock 
in fummer, and at four in winter. The/ather muft riever be abfent for 
a night, without fpecial permiffioa(„/He is feve^^ly punilhed if any 
prifoner efcapes. He muft regifter i\_ord£L^^M^fS*£t?fft:erning com- 
mitments and difeharges, and produce them to the regents when re- 
quired. Alfo he muft keep an exa^t, regifter of the cloaths, and all 
other things whicli belong to thofe confined. 

TftE regents aflemble in the houfe at four o’clock every Wednefday 
afternoon, to collect and examine the tranfadions of the preceding 
week. They appoint a fervant to give any neceflTary afliftance to the 
father, and particularly to cut the dices of bread dor the prifoners ; 
and when the father is ill, in the evening to yifit and examine the 
cots. 

In the nine lower rooms of this houfe, in June 1778, were con- 
fined upwards of forty prifoners. Each of thefe rooms, in which 
• they work in the day and are locked, up at night, contains at leaft 
four perfons. The fame prifoners do not continue long together, 
but are removed and feparated once a fortnight or oftener. Few or 
none of them were rafpirig logwood, but moft of them chopping Ir, 
for the two mills belonging to the houfe : for it was found to be 
too laborious for moft of the prifoners, to work with fix or eight 
laws, which often weigh feventy or eigluy pounds. The medical 

gentlemen. 
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gentlemen, who daily vifit the prifon, informed the magillrates that Amsterdam 
it had been the caufe of frequent ruptures.* ’ house. 

No friends of the prifoners are permitted to vifit them, without 
exprefs orders' from the regents, unlcfs on Mondays ; and then they 
mull: be fea*ched, to prevent,tlie introduftion of Jpirituous liquors, or 
inftruments for Ireaking outkor any thing elfe forbidden ; and they 
muft retire before \e time forN^Ulting up. Every vifitant is obliged 
to put two fllWr^lntc hox er|:rufted with the father. Refreilimcnts 
may be received and given to the convicts on Tuefdays } but not on 
other ilnys. Every evening, at eight o’clock, the father muft fee 
that all things are in due order. The faws, and other heavy imple- 
ments for their work, are taken from them in the evening, and re- 
turned in the morning. If a convict be guilty of breaking any thing 
confiderable, or of ncgleft or difobedience, he is puniihed feverely 
by whipping, or confined to bread and water in a dungeon under 
ground. 

Prayers are read morning and evening, and before and after 
meals, by one of the beft-behaved convitfts : and divine fervice, with 
a fermon, is performed by a clergyman on Sunday mornings. 

Once a year, a little before the change of the regency, the high- 
officer and magiftrates, with a fecretary, attended by the inferior 
officers of juftice, come to this prifon, in' order to contrast or lengthen 


* I HAD this information from Mr. John Hopc^ one of their very worthy magi 11 rates ; 
and to him 1 am much obliged for copies of the rules and inllru^llons to this hnjcy 
K\\Q/pin-honJe^ and the ni'ork-hQvfe, 


the 
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SvifOAT “ BrcakfalV ' ' Three dices of rye bread with butter, and a piece of dry 
bread fix fikes thick. N* Three Jikes nueigh half a found,) 

^ymrnwmm piancf OF NooD. Half ft pouod of beef or pork, with beans, fait and 
vinegar, and in winter fall two pounds of fait meat. 

Monday Brcakfaft. Six.flices with batter, and a piece of bread of three dices thick. 
. t I ■ Dinner. Gray peafe with fait and vinegar. 

TuasDAY Brcakfaft. As on Monday.,. 

I Dinner. White or gray peafe boiled in water with fait and fage. 

Wbdnbsday Brcakfaft. As on Monday. 

Dinner. Boiled oats or Barley with fwcet milk and butter upon it. 
Supper. Butter milk, with oats or barley boiled in it. 

Thursday Brcakfaft. Six fllces of rye bread with butter, and apiece of bread, 

^ as on Sunday morning. 

I Dinner.' Stockfifii, with fweet n^k and batter upon it. 

Friday. As Tuefday. 

Saturday Brcakfaft. As Tuefday. 

— Dinner. AswWcdncfday fupper. 

Their drink is four pints of beer daily. Btit on holidays, yi*. two days at £afer, 
Afcenfion-dayy two at Whitfuntide^ three at time, and two at Chriftmas^ they 

have for dinner, fmoaked or fait meat or bacon, beans or peafci carrots or cabbage, 
and the three fair days they have ftrong beer. 


the terms of confinement of the conviAs, according to their good or 

bad behaviour, 'as reprefented by the regents. 

• • - 

The houfe provides for the prifoners diet,* cloaths, ftioes and 
ftockings, with ftiirts of half-bleached Flemilh linen. 


Some perfbns are confined in priv^e rooms, to, which none have 
accefs,. unlefs in the prefeoce of a Grea^’are is enjoined the 

f* 

* The diet of th? convifts in tlie Rafp-houfe in Amfttrdam, 
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father in conveying provifions to thofe prifoncrs. With the regents’ 
leave, on Sunday mornings, fome chapters of the Bible are read to 
them.’ 

The Spin-houfe is for women. This, and the Work-houfc, are 
under the diredtion of fix regents and four governeffes : who appoint 
two fathers* and two mothers to fuperintend and infpedl.the work, the 
diet, t nnd the lodging of the prifoners j and to chaftife the dif-^ 
obedient. 


♦ TntWfc nrc awany of tLofi* roomc^ or. houfcS of Confinement in called 
rerbeterhuizen. The regulations of fome of them I cbIleAed ; but as they arc liable 
to abufc, and contrary to the general notions of pubUejufiice^ I cannot but wifli that 
they were univcrfally fuppreffed. 


f The diet of the prifoners is as fellows. 


Sunday 

Dinner. 

Ctit*cabbage with meat. 


Supper, 

Butter milk. 

Monday 

Dinner. 

White beans. 


Supper. 

Sweet milk with barley. 

Tuesday 

Dinner. 

Beans. 


Supper. 

Batter milk. 

Wednesday Dinner. 

Gray peafe. 


Supper. 

Butter milk. 

Thursday 

Dinner. 

Barley, 


Supper. 

Bread and beer. 

Friday 

Dinner. 

White beans. 


Sapper. 

Butter milk. 

Saturday 

Dinner. 

Beans. 


Supper. 

Batter milk. 
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The work-room, is a large room up ftairs, feparated by a wooden 
baliiftrade from the paffage (fix feet wide) into which fpedators are 
admitted. This room is divjded bybaluftrades into three, for dlllin- 
guiftiing thofe who have fiifFered fome fublic or corporal pmiflmenty 
from the others who have not been whipped, and expofed on a 
fcaffold. 

The mother was feated at a defk (where fiae had a full view of her 
family at work) with a Bible before her. By calling there bn 
Whitfun-Monday, I found that they keep the fame holidays as at the 
Rafp-houfe. 

The kitchen, the dining and lodging- rooms, were on the ground 
floor. In each of the three bed-rooms were ten wooden cafes, with 
a ftraw mattrefs, two coverlids, ftieets, and one large pillow, for two 
perfons. All were clean, and fliewed the attention of the regents. 

This houfe is fupported by a fmall annual tax on thofe who fell 
tobacco, beer and other liquors, and one fourth part of what is re- 
ceived at public exhibitions and diverjions. 

The old Rafp-houfe or IVork-bou/e is worthy of obfervation, as a 
well-regulated houfe of induftry.* In one large room were forty-fix 
women carding, fpinning and reeling; twelve, weaving coarfe linen 
or fail-cloth; thirteen, making and mending linen; and one cm- 


* HfRE are confined beggars and vagabonds, who, for the firft crime, are com- 
mitted for fix w eeks ; for the fecond, three months ; and for the third, for a longer 
period, or are banifned. Drunkards alfo are here confined, and fuch as are guilty of 
petty larceny. 

ployed 
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ployed in keeping the room clean : the mother had a flate, with the 
names of the prifoners before her.* Some men and h^s were in an- 
other large room, in which were many looms. But moft of the men 
were at work in the courts, boiling and picking oakum, for caulking 
the feams of Ihips. I counted alfo forty or fifty noomen among them, 
at the fame employment. 

The women’s bed-room is fpaciousj and I found it clean and in 
order, though I was there before ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Thts houfe was provided with (what feems to be much wanted in 
the Dutch prifons in general) an infirmary. "Bat ii w«3 too finaJl and 
clofe for the purpofe.f 

T HE diet of the prifoners is the fame as in the Spin-houfe. J Their 
provifions are bought in confiderable quantities. The rye for bread 
was on the floor in an airy room, and was fweet and good. The 
produce of the prifoners’ work is applied to the maintenance of the 

* Three fathers ano three mothers are apppointed to this houfe. One father has 
the direftion of the houfe-kceping, and the other two overfee the nianufaflory. One 
mother manages the kitchen, and the office of the Others is to keep the prifoners cleanly, 
and to take care of their bedding. 

f The mode of keeping patients extremely warm, and preventing the free circu- 
lation of air by clofe woollen curtains, occafions me to fay fo little refpedting 
the infirmaries or hofpitals in Holland, 

\ Though in this houfe, and the Spin-houfe, as well as in moft of the other 
houfes of corredlion in Holland, the prifoners have meat only on Sundays, yet the 
peafe, beans, barley, &c. are always made into a kind of thick foup or pottage, 
which is palatable, and is ferved up hot at nopn. 

C a 
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houie, and the e^ierny is Bsade up from the Spin-hcu/e tax. The 
expcnce for eafh ptrifooer « foil five ftivers a day. Their number is 
generally from a hundred a«i eighty^ to two luindred. 

In the Stadt-h^^ at Utmht were no debtors, and only one criminal, 
and his offence was not capital. The allowance to debtors, (by their 
creditors) the firfl: week, is twenty-eight ftivers a day; the fecond 
week, fixteen ; and every day afterwards, eight ftivers. The Jlate 
allows criminals thirteen ftivers a day,,which are paid to the gaoler. 
There has not been an execution, for the city or province, in the laft 
fourteen years. 

1 WENT over the SfH-hottJe with Mr. Van Goens, one of the raagif- 
trates, to whofe kindnefs I am indebted for the following account of 
the inftru(ftions to the keeper. In this houfe were thirty-feven men, 
and thirty-four women. The criminals were employed in fpinning 
wool. The men Wjcce three, in a room. The women were feparated, 
according to their crimes, as they are in the Spin-houfe at Amjlerdani, 

'The overfeer pr keeper bias a houfe for the refidence of himfclf and 
hia family, and an annual falary of a tlioufand guilders from the 
ftates, and a hundred and thirty from the city, clear of all deduc- 
tions. According to the copy of infir uttions, he muft not be abfent a 
night out of the city, without leave from the chief officer and 
the regents. .He muft, with affiftants, fearch every part of the 
cells twice a week, to fee whether any thing be done, — attempted,— 
or introduced, that is not permitted : and he muft carefully inlpeft 
all things that are conveyed to the prifonefs, that no tools, or glafs, 
no gin or other firong liquors may be concealed: and he muft 

himfelf, 
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himfelf, or one of his family, be ptcfent when any perfons come to u, re cut 
fee the houfe ; and no more than fix vifitants are to be admitted at 

I i 0 U a E * 

one time. He muft fee that the provifions for the prtfoners be good ; 
and take care that the manufadturer pays the fame for their work, as 
he would if he employed others. He rauft confine thofe condemned 
for a long term, in ftrong rooms feparate from the reft. He may 
corredt rngderately ; but if the prifoners are refradlory, and deferve 
feverer puniftiment, he muft inform the regents. By a particular 
permiflion from the magiftrates, he may take in as boarders, perfons 
of bad behaviour, at the defire of their jparents, guardians or relations. 

The regents only can appoint, or dilcharge, a lervant, or 
turnkey. 


At 'Deventery the prifon is near the river IJfel. It confifts of four Devbntir, 
rooms, which were all clean, and fanded, but had no prifoners. 

When there are any, fixteen ftivers a day are paid for each 5 which 
the gaoler receives, as at moft other owns. Prifoners for capital 
offences are removed to the Stadt-houffy where the fame allowance is 
continued. - ' 

-The rooms in the prifon at Middlehirg arc Ipacious, lofty, and Middle- 

clean. The three dungeons are ufed to force aconfelTion; as there 
is no diredl torture, and the criminal is not executed till the crime is 
confeffed. The allowance to a criminal is eight ftivers a day. 

In the houfe of correnion, the prifoners were employed in weaving Spin- 

• * HOUSE 

cloth or facking for the Eoft India company. This is more profitable 
than their late employment on coarfe carpeting. None were in irons. 

No more than four perfons were in any of the meu'% rooms j in ibnie 

there 
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Middle- there werc but two. Each crimCnal pays three gutMers at his cn- 

BURG. 

trance, and the fame at his 

Ereda. The prifon at Breda is an old tower. The allowance to criminals 
is five ftivers a day. I was infc^iTitd, that the torture ftool in the 
chamber of examination has not hic^n bfed for three years paft. 

Spin- In the ncw /jo/f/e of corre£ii(3''vitre eleven men and two women 
prifoners, alT em ployed; c^arfe carpeting j which is like 'the 

Scotch carpeting, but much cheaper. The fpccimen which I pur- 
chafed, coft only eleven 'flliwrs, or a pilling their ell', which is 
tivo feet four inches. I here^I''® plan of the houlb lakcji by the 
builder, who has been particularly attentive to certain apartments 
which delicacy forbids enlarging upon, though they are of the greateft 
importance to the prefervation of the health of prifoners. 

The old houfe of correftion was burnt down about five years fince, 
and fcven women perifiitd in the flanies. In the cohftruftion of the 
new prifon, the magiftrates have taken proper precautions againfl: 
fuch an accident. 

I LEAVE this country with regret, as it affords a large field for in- 
formation on the important fubjeft I have in view. 1 know n'ot 
which 10 admire moftj the and clmlinefs appearing in the 

prifons, the induftry and regular cottdUfi of the prifoners, or the 
humanity and attention of the magiftrates and governors.* 

* I SHOULD accufe myfelf of ingratitude, did not I take this occa/ion again to 
exprefs my acknowledgments to Sir Jofiph Yorh\ who not only in this, ns in my 
former vifus to Holland^ exerted himfclf with ardour to promote the fuccefs of my en- 
quiries ; but while I was confined at the Hague in confequence of an accident, favoured 
me with inftancea of kindnefs and fricndfhip that I never can forget. 


Nothing 
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Nothing can be more unreatOfiaDie than the pretences ufcu arnon:- 
ttjtojuftify inattention and negligence. I cannot I-fllp taking this 
occaAon to add the following authorities on this fubjcrt. All un- 
prejudiced perlbns muft acknowledge the abfolutc necelTity of frej!) air 
and cleanlinejs to preferve and prornbce health. To tliis purpofe Dr. Mead 
writes, in lys Difeourje concerning Pe^ilential Contagion.* “ Nothing 
“ approaches fo near to the firft original of contagion, as air pent up, 
“ loaded with damps, and corrupted with the filthinefs, that proceeds 
“ from animal bodies. Our common prifoni afford us an inflance of 
“ this, in whicii very few efcape, what they call the gaol fever, which 
is always attended with a degree, of ntidignity in proportion to the 
*' clojenefs and ftench of the place. And it ifrbuld certainly very well 
“ become the wifdom of the government, as well with regard to the 
“ health of the town, as in corhpalfinn to the prijoners, to take care, 
“ that all hoiijes of confinement, Ihoultf be kept as airy and clean, as is 
confiftent with the ufe, to which they arc defigned.” — And as 
“ is a great fouree of infeSlion, fo cleanlinefs is the greatefl 

prefervative.” — From the general praftice of foreigners in building 
their prifons near the water, it feems, that they were convinced of the 
bad effects of offenfive drains, and of the neceffity of cleanlineJs and 
they had no apprehenfions of bad conlequences arifing from fuch a 
Atuation. Dr. Heberden has exprefled his fentiments on this fubjedt 
in the Medical Tdranf actions. I ** In England few make any doubt of 
“ the great danger attending wet rooms: — Is this opinion founded 
“ upon experience, or is it a prejudice, which has been fuffered to 
“ grow up and get ftrength merely for want of being examined ? If 


• Page 41, Sfe, 3d edit. 1720. 

t Page 521, 524. 
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« we enquire into the arguments in favor of this notion, we fhall 
“ hardly find any other, than the r^dom conjeftures of the fick about 
“ the caufe of their illnefs; or than their artfully fubftituting this 
“ origin of it inftead of fome othcrj which they are unwilling to own. 
“ — The air from rivers and from thefea is probably more replenilhed 
“ with vapors, than inland countries cleared of their woods ; yet the 
“ moft celebrated of antient phyficians recommended the bank of a 
“ running river for the fitOation. of a houfe, on account of its peculiar 
“ healthinefs j and many invalids are fent by thp modern phyficians 
“ to the fea fide, only for the benefit of the fea air.” " 


G E R M A N Y. 


I WENT into Germany in June 1778, by OJnahrug and Hanover. 
The prifon at OJnabrug I Ihould entirely omit, did I not entertain 
a hope, that the account of it may pofilbly engage the notice of an 
amiable Vrince who is the prefent Ujhapt and fo be the means of 
alleviating the fufferings of the miferablc prifoners. The prifon and 
the houfe of correflion is one large building, fituated in an airy part 
of the fuburbs, near a brook, A Latin infeription over the gate im- 
plies, that it was erefted “ at the public expenfe, in- 1756, for the 
purpofes of public juftice and utility, by confining and punilhing the 
wicked.” — There are feventcen chambers for criminals, which have 


no 
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over each door. I was haj)p) to 


find hert ho* inore^'tKjif'" He had bcei# confined til-ee 


years, and forviye? 


aelty pf the toi ture. In another part 


of the houie I fourfS di^y i^fi^abteand fickly objects, men, women 
And ?;hildren,‘ almoflr all' wltlf^&JpEiocs and ftockings. They were 
fpinning In^ di/Ferent fOOms, ^nna were dirty beyond defcription. 
Thefe rooms open into a paflage, which a gentleman in office in the 
city, to’ whom I was recommehcUld,.durfl: jpt^^nter. I entjuired of 
the keeper, concerning feveral partit^ara in the diet, &c. but the 
mifery pf the prilbners, made me totally 

difregard the itiforniation-iMven me bv w ords. 


• At Brun/witk I vlfited the habitation of the flaves, who lay on 
barrack bedfteads without beds. They 'had heavy irons, and their 
countehances, were unhealthy^ 

1 HE frijon for Capital otienccs is over one of the gates. It con- 
fifts of three rooms, bctt hone of them had been occupied for a confi- 
derablptime. If wa£ about eleven years fince the laft execution. 

At Magdebwg the Fru0<m ^flaves were at work on the fortifica- 
tions, ferving the niafons, digging fand, &c. Their daily allowance 
is two pounds of .bread, and on the days they work, they have alfo 
in money,* half a ^boi|t three farthings. Their number was 

only ’fifty-one, for mkny liad been taken to recruit the army. 


In the other tw ptifonsy nothing leemed worthy of obfervation: 
^t in the. hoi^e of.dor^e^im (^bich wa^ formerly a convent) vas a 
mill to grind, ^r b^,th^ lOgwo^ that the men rafped , and two or 
•three large chaptjicri on which the women attended. 

b *a.t 
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At Berlin, in the city prifon, called were eighteen 

men and thirfeen women in fifteen, r^pins, in 'each of which was a 
dove. The men and women h^ve tl^ iife.of the court-yard at dif- 
ferent hours. The allowance to esch is one. gro/che and twelve pfenmgSt 
about two pence three farthings, a day. There is a chapel. There is 
no torture room in any of the prifons in the dominions, for 

the prelent has fet the example in Germany of abolifliing tlic 
cruel pradVice. In one df the rooms of this, prifon are alphabetically 
digefted, the naipes and deferiptions, with the fentenCe's, of all who 
have been confined in that prifon, in order that if they, are found 
there a fecond time, tUIItr a rhuch leverer punifliment. 

In another prifon, called the llaHS'Vogteyy are fixteen rooms, eight 
for criminalsy and over thefc the other eiglit (ot debtors and fmuggters: 
tliefe rooms look into a court, to which the prifoners have accefs 
two hours in a day. All the roonns have, ftoves. The allowance 
here to criminals grofebe (feven farthings) adayj hwt debtors 
grojehe, and in winter, one befides for firing. 

• 

The Maifon de Travail, is a Ipacious building in the fuburbs : 
it was eredted about twenty years fince ; the front is two hundred 
and twenty feet, the fides a hundred and'fixty. ,It has a court in 
the centre. The number of inhabitants were about four hundred 
and fifty, including fourteen children. Beggars and idle perfons 
of both fexes are fent to this houfe. Thofe who can work arc 
employed, fed, and cloathed j and prppei' care and attention paid 
to the aged and infirm. Each time I was there, T was picafingly 
ftruck with the cleanly appearance of all the inhabitants. Old antt 
young, men and women, were fpinning and carding wool, in rooms 

about 
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about fewenty-iive feet by twerityjfour.* All have clean linen, once a 

week; and I obferved a towel haihging up in each roofn. I'hc aparc- 

naents are all white-waihed once a year: this gives freflinei's ard 

neatpefs, and. alfe yght to the work-rooms. Here is a chapel with 

two galleries, one for each fexi and ah apartment for the chaplain. 

The hall for^meals is fpacious : the hours, feven, twelve, and feven. 

I was prefent at dinn<:r-time after ringing a bell, in ten minutes all 

were feated at about twenty tahles,p^hteen to each table. Four fe- 

paratc tables were at a Kttlc diftance for criminals. A fervant having 

called out, Silence, the. fchool-mafter prayed at the deflc, in the 

middle of th« raom.. ■ And nU- feadL^j^ped themfclves with 

barley foup,t while they were eating, he read part of a chapter in - 

thtBJMe -, then fung an hyrpn, in which the children, who were all 
* 0 

at one fable, joined : after which, all went out and fetched their 
cans, each containing 'about a quart, and they were filled with fmall 
beer. After fpending about half an hour at dinner, they had half an 
hour for recrearion., The whole was condufted with the greateft 
regularity. 

In this hall arc morning prayers, at which all muft attend clean, 
and then they take their bread for breakfaft. 


* My minutenpfs with refpeft to meafarements and other circumftancps relative to 
the conftruftion and government of thefc buildings, will require no apology with 
thofe, who confidcr, <hat in the formation of new eftablifliments it is of ufe to be 
acquainted with many things which, ’though apparently trivial, are frequently of 
material confcqucucc to the purpofes intended to be anfwered. 

t I -tasted the barley foup, the bread, and the beer, whkh were wholcfomc 
and good, and they had enough. . They have butter or chcefe, with their bread, for 
fupper. 
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This houfe refcmbles the old ral^' or work-houfe at Amjierdam. 
It IS exceedingly neat, and fuch gre^t attention is paid to al} con- 
hncd in it, as pi events every grotin4*of (jotnplaint. The ftrift and 
good faltce pi efei ves the city of i>«(^»'^ntirely, freejTroin Ijcggars.* 


bI>A^DAc. At SpandaUt about ten miles Trom' ^are twojprifons. In 

that in the town, there were about a hundred andjfifty perfons, Ipin- 

ning, knitting, and ^.carding wool. Forty-feven of thefe were men, 

committed for fmall oflfehces. They havt meat only on Sundays* in 

this and fome other houfes of correftion. Here were fom? ro6ms 

*■ 

with fllk-WOims, on which /©male prifbnerq attwclcd^. Neither 
this, nor any foreign hohfcs of correftioa which I haye feen, are 
without a chapel. 


The other prifon. In the fortrefs or cajile, is lurrouhded with water. 
Thirty-fix date prifoners were confined in it, and a hundred and five 
criminals. Some few of the latter were rafping logwood ; the talk 
for each thirty-fix pounds a day : ^ut mdft of them Were fpinning. 
The criminals are badly lodged, and there feems to be little attention 
paid to them. Here are none but men, for no women are ever per- 
mitted to continue a night in the caftle. They liad a light chain to 
each foot, and fuch as were taken after an efcape had a collar of 


* That it is indeed ftridt and extenfive t'had fome evidence by weighing* the 
bread from various parts of the city ; all which cxaflly agreed with the affize or 
Aandard. In June 1778, the fine white bread Was fomethhig above three halfpence 
a pound ; and there was juft double the wdght of iy« bread for foe fame money.* 
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■ If I ihay judge^by^hat I of the ftate prijoners here, and at 

MagMhurg, and of the few prifdhers in the fpacious ^reas, all their 
apartments are.not fo.t^adful as fome imagine , nor arc the perfons 
'confined in themunhealtnv and mi^rahle ohiei^s * 

The houfe of , eorrelfion for Ijtfatia at Ijikau is a fpacious prifon. 
The men were treading in a large wheel to grind corn, five and five 
by turns. Some of them had iron collars, as at Bern, but no iions 
on their feet. The prifon for the women, t^s a diftin^l: building, 
their employment was /pinning 

At Drejden, the apartments fo^ the 'Joeing vmler the forti/i- 
cations, muft be unhealthy. I faw four lick, and yet they had their 
irons on. Among thofc that were at work, one had an icon collar, 
by way of puniflament, for making an efcape, befides the broad iron 
about his leg. Another was fitting, and endeavouring fomewhat to 
alter the place, of his iron. He told me, that thb weight was marked 
on It twenty - one pounds, and' that he could not have it changed to the 
■ other leg without paying a fmith. 

Here are two other priforts. The boufe of correSlton has ten or 
twelve rodms, 'each about ten feet fquare, with one window, anti an 
aperture over the door, and barrack bedfteads. There were ten pii- 
foners, five of each lex. ’ Three of the men were rafping logwood nr 
a room down twenty ftepsi and the other two were employed as h- 


* >Tb-EV are not all confined to a fmal! quantity of bread and water, in colls oi 
four feet fquarc'and fix feet high, and loaded with feveftty**ig*'t pounds of non, as 

the ingenious and intrepid 1‘tmk was fix years at Magdthurg, 
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Dresden, boureis in building a chapcl. This prifon and the isj. 

veiy improperly, one building. 

Thc other prifon for the contains nineteen ciiamoers, m 

which were twenty-fix prifoners ; moft of whom had a chain (fome 
on one foot, fome on both), faftened to' a ftaple in the wall. Tlic 
prifon was dirty j and the gaoler’s pan of charcoal and frankincenfe 
(which his negligence rendered neceflary) could not prevent its being 
very oftcnfive. Here was one debtor, whp had from his creditor fix 
grofche (ten pence halfpenny) a day. The criminals allowance is one 
grofcbe (about feven farthings) each 

Pbacue. There was nothing very remarKaote in tne two priions zxri^rague. 

The men at the Maijon de Forces work out, with a guard, fawing 
wood, &c. for twelve crtutzers'\ a d^, which is Iefi> than 'the com- 
mon wages of labourers. The prifoners themfclves receive only four 
for a day’s work, the reft is paid to the houfc. Many were thus em- 
ployed, with chains to one or both legs, according to the different 
terms of their confinement. 


• Ok paying my acknowledgments to the bailiff for permitting me to fee 
the gaol, I took the liberty to obferve, that I had fees prifons cleaner. I mentioned 

^ ^ * V 

l^lfo the feverity of chaining women, which h very uncommon in Other countries. 
To this he anfwexed, that “ the gaoler chained them for fecurity, being often obliged 
to be abfent in fetching prifonfrs from the country/* In return, I gave my opinion 
that the attention to a prifon ought to be tht fik work of agaoler> without which, 
little regard will be paidp clcanlincfs or humanity* 


t, A CREUTZER U near a halfpennjH ’ 
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, At Vienna I vifited all the‘priibns, and moft of the hofpltals. 
,'rhe prifons are old buildings, and afford po inilrudion. 

Tiie. front of the great prifon, Maifon de Botirreau, is remark- 
able for a very ftriking reprefcntafcioh of the crucifixion of our Saviour 
and the two*tliieves on rtiourtt Calvary, In this prifon are many 
horrid' dungeons.* 

In the Matjon de Fcrcd, ov houfe of correSliotif were a hundred and 
fixty-nine menj'anql a. hundred ahd -forty women. The ivomen were 
employed in carding, fpinning, . and knitt1^?V' 1 was prcfcnt on a 
Monday morning, when tliey brought their week’s work, for which. 


♦ Ii£RH> ufual, I enquired whether they had any putrid fever, and waa 
anfvvcrcd in the negative. But in one of the dark dungeons down twenty-four Hep?, I 
thought I had found a perfon with the gaol fever. He was loaded with heavy irons, and 
chained to the wall : anguifli and mifery appeared with clotted tears on his face. lie 
was not capable of fpcakjng tome; but on examining his breail and feet iov' petec/A<i^ 
or fpots, and finding he had a ftrong intermitting pulfe, I was convinced that he was 
not ill of that difordei*. A prifoner in an oppofite cell told me, that the pporcrcu- 
/«re,had deCred him to call out for aflUlancc, and he had done it, but was not heard. 
I’his is one of the bad ej^Sls of dungeons* 

I HAVE been frequently afked what precautions I ufe, to preferve myfelf from 
infeflion in the prifons untLhgfpitals which I vifit. I here anfwer once for .ill, that 
next to i\itfree goodmfi and mtrey the Author of my beings temperance and clcan- 
. liiiefs are my prefervatives. Trufting'in Di^jhte Providence^ and believing rayfclf in 
tlie way of my duty, 1 ylfit the mofl noxious cells, and while thus employed, 
I f ar no- eviL ^' — I never enter an hofpital or prifon* before breakfall, and In 
an offenfive toom I feldom dr&w ihy breath deeply* 

:vltcr 



VlTNNA 

House 

Of* 

Cor R cc 

J ION. 


A P P E ^'N t) I X. 

after it had been weighed, they reettved tftcir pay. incy nave au 
thit they eaA for themfelvcs. A few received twenty-fix cveutzers 
each, others lefs. The mailer ^^'employed in putting the name on 
the work of each prifoner, and fetting down the money that was-paid, 
and the cotton delivered. The prifiWierd fa^l^ the cotton weighed, 
and took as much as they could Ipin in'that week.* dinner time, 
feveral large pans of foup and beer wefCj brought in, and the prifon- 
ers bought what they thought proper^ 

Thc prifon was too much crowded, t the houfc hot*being built for 
the purpofe to applied;^" Ijj rlSrverai ioOms the. Uteri were 

carding and fpinningJ^n one room, feme of them,' who were tay- 
lors, were making cloaths for the foldiers : in another, fome were 
weaving coarfe linen at eight looms: and in another room, they 
were making thick blankets for the convents. Two more rooms 
were warehoufes for cloth, ftockings, coverlids, &c, manufaftured 
in the houfe for fale. They were then white-walhing the houfe. 


* In the holidays, when the prifoaers are not permitted to work, each has an 
allowance of four or five treutxtrs, 

t One or two of the women were crying, and charging others with rifing in the 
night and Healing fome of their cotton, SilieVed the complaint, but 

faid the was not able to prevent fuch frauds, becaiife there tyas not the convenience of 

* • 

feparati apattmentu 


I It is the general role in Dutci and (htfuan houfes oFcorreAion, to wuhfte-<ivajh 
them once or twice a year. I ieldom negte^d to enquire about this praAice, as we 
have a claufc relative ^to it in a late aA /or prtfir^tHg the health tf pn/onefs $n gaoL 



GERMANY. 

In the chapel is a proper reparation of men and women. Here, and 
at Prague, and in fome other parts of Germany, they htve iron grate 
doors, which do not prevent the circulation of air, fo fulutary and nc - 
ceflary in houfes of confinement. Too lUtle attention is paid to the 
lodgings of the prifoners, for they have no coverlids. 

Though J could not mention with commendation the prifons of 
this city, yet I muft acknowledge, I was greatly pleafed with the 
public buildings for the indigent, the aged, and infirm ; which do ho- 
nour to the citizens in general, and efpecially to the Empre/s ^leen. 

The qy&M. /ilms-hnujp in the fiihiirhs ro gjlfls of three courts. The 
front of this fpacious building is fix hundred and thirty-feven feet; 
the fide, eleven hundred and fifty-three. The inhabitants are near 
three thoufand, including the military invalids. It was agreeable to 
obferve their order, neatnefs, and clcanlinefs. Here poverty and old 
age appeared with a fmiling afped. Many of them were feventy or 
eighty years of age. They were cheerfully fpinning, btcaufc what- 
ever they could gain was to be their own. 

Les Frercs de Charile have not only wards for the fick in their 
convent, but thefe friars have alfo another airy and commodious 
houfe with gardens, to which they remove their patients when they 
begin to recover. In this were two wards up ftairs, and each ward 
has fourteen beds. 

The nohXi:. llofpiial for bringing up children, w?' the plan of one 
perfon, whom I left engaged in the improvement of his liberal de- 
fign. In fixteen rooms for boys, were five hundred anil thirty-nine 
beds, and two hundred and forty-one in eight rooms for girls. Tlie 
extent of the front is fix hundred and fixty-two feet. 

In 
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ViEKXA. In the great .alms-houfe, and in feveral prifons and other public 
buildings, the rooms are all arched, to prevent danger and confufion 
in cafe of fire. 

Bcfore I leave this city, I would juft mention that every month, 
an account of the price, weight and meafure of and fiour, is 
put up on the gates.* 

Gratz. At Gratz (the capital of St'ma) I obferved in the houfe of correc- • 
tioHi that the prifoners had an appearance far more healthy than thofe 
I had feen in a fimilar houfe at Vienna. They have beds and cover- 
lids, and the guarda tlie men take o]f tbeir cloaths at night. 

Laucach, I OMIT particulars concerning the prifon at Lanbach in Carmola^ as 
I cannot fay a word in favour of it. 

Trieste. At the prifon confifts of eight or ten very clofc ofFenfivc 

rooms, each havings only one fmall window. The pale countenances 


• The bills I obferved were dated July i, 1778. Seven forts of bread were men- 
tioned in them. The fineft was (by my weights) exactly one pound for three half- 
pence of our money. The fecond fort was one pound and fix ounces for a penny. 
Inferior forts made of rye were cheaper. 1 commonly examined the price, and the 
llriclnefs of this part of the/e/rVe, in moft large cities that I vifited, to compare them 
with our own at London. 

The bakers at Vienna are punilhed for frauds by the feverity and difgracc of the 
ducking-llool. This machine of terror, fixed on the fide of the Danube^ is a kind of 
long pole or board extending over the water, at. one end of which the delinquent, 
being faftened in his balkct, IS immcrfed. The bakers would gladly purchafe a re- 
moval of this machine, but the punilhment Is continued and inflifted by order of the 

magijlraiis . 


of 
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of the nineteen prifoners befpoke their own mifery, and the negli- 
gence of the magiftrates and keepers. 

But in the Caftk were eighty-five flaves (Condannati ) wlio fecnicd 
healthy and well. They were confined for three, five, feven, or 
fourteen years and upwards } and were employed on the roads, in tlie 
harbour, &cT Some of them were at work in a large lighter,* clear- 
ing the harbour, juft under my chamber window. To prevent their 
leaping, they were guarded by fix foldiers. They did not work 
harder, than other labourers would in the fame employment. Their 
hours for worfc were from five in the morning ,'^4 between five and 
fix in the afternoon ; but they had twoM^f^n eleven to one) al- 
lowed them for reft, and half an hour more fometime before they 
left work. They appeared healthy, clean, andftrongj and laboured 
cheerfully, becaufe when they were employed, each of them receiv- 
ed, as extraordinary pay, three farthings a day. Their common 
allowance was two pounds and a half of bread and four farthings 
a day. I heard them called over, and faw them receive their pay, 
before they entered their chambers in the caftle. Their bread was 
fweet and good, fuch as 1 ftiould have been happy to have found in 
many parts of my tour. They were treated with humanity, though 


• Two wheels wer6 fixed in the lighter, one of them to draw back the fcoop or 
/luria, and the other (by the weight of ten men treading in it) to raife the mnd, 
which was then emptied into another lighter managed by the overfeer of the work. 
Three or four times a day, a foldier (with a bayonet fixed on his mufleet) accom- 
p.tnicd a conviift, who went to fetch a tub of frelh water; and on his return he fup- 
plicd each with a tumbler of it while they were at work in the wheel. By the mall 
of the other lighter; a fail was fpread to (hade them, the weather being ttarm, 
Fiiniihcit'i thermometer i?;”. 
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Tru jti:. \inclcf ftrii?!: difcipHne 5 were well fupplied with food and cloaths j had 
two fliirts, tVo pair pf (lockings, &c. and they lay in goot} beds * 
with coverlids, in large airy rooms having oppofite windows, and 
not, like many convifts, in clofe dirty dungeons under the fortifica- 
tions. But they were diHinguilhed from other labourers by a liglit 
chain on their legs, and a chain fupported by a girdle^of leather at 
their waifts. 


ITALY. 


I ENTERED Italy with raifed expectations of confiderable in- 
formation, from a careful attention to the prifons and hofpitals, 
in a country abounding with charitable inftitutions and public 
edifices. 


• May not one great.caufe of the unhealthincfs of our prifoners be, the want of 
proper bedding, which obliges them to He in their cloaths ? How different did thclc 
prifoners appear at the cajlle from many that I have feen in Prufpa and at Vkmta ! 
I was llruck with the fame good appearance of the ‘women prifoners at fcveral of the 
fpin-houfes in Holland. This reminds me of what I heard an old general fty, “ That 
“ he always found his men fubjeft to illnefs and difeafes when they lay in camps, 
“ not from darnpnt/s, but from in their cloaths and the 'run#/ of proper iedding; for 
“ at tlie fame time all his oiHcers had been quite healthy and well.” Whatever be 
the ean/e of this difference, whether a more ftee perfpiratian in bed, taking off bandages, 
or lenulation of the cloaths, I am fully convinced of the faii. 


At 
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At Venice, the great prifon is near the palace,* and it is Ve 

one of the ftrongeft I ever faw. There were betweerf three and four 
hundred prifoners, many of them confined in loathfome and 
cells for life ; executions here being very rare. There was no fever, 
or prevailing diforder in this clofe prifon. None of the prifoners 
had irons. *On weighing the bread allowance, I found it four- 
teen ounces. I afked fomc who had been confined many years in 
dark cells, whether they fhould prefer the galleys ? They all au- 
fwered in the affirmative : fo great a bleffing is light and air! Tlie 
chapel is only for the condemned, who continue there a night and a 
day before execution. 

Regulations were hung up in the prifon. — Hero is a chariiahls 
Jocieiy eflablifhcd for the relief of prifoners both civil and criminal, 
and rules are publiflied for the iliredtion of the ofiicers who have tlie 
management of it, of whom four are appointed vifilors of the prifon. 

There are likew'ife rules for the good government of the two infinn- , 
aries. Tliefe I procured from the ducal printer, with the regula- 
tions for the galleys and prifons, for many years paft. 

One of the galleys was moored two boat’s length from the fliore, 
in which were only twenty-feven Haves, who were kept here in order 
to be fent on board the other galleys. This was clean. Here, and 
in the other galleys, wliich were dirty and crowded, the Haves were 
in chains of about twenty-feven pounds weight.f 

* The rooms for the/?rt/r fri/oners me over part of the palace on the leads, vvhich 
renders confinement i.n the lieat of fuinmcr almoft intolerable, 

f I SAW a Have dead on the fhore, who I fippofe deftroyed himfclf in dt ^vdir, fjr 
he could not hope to cfcapeby fwimming, becaufe of his heavy irons. 

1 visrrr.n 
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I VISITED the prifons of Padua and Ferrara. In the former of 
ti'iefe cities, no^ie of the confined debtors would fit on the elevated 
JlcneJiool* in the great hall ; and I was informed that not one had 
fiibmittcd to the ignominy thefc ten years. 

At Bologna are three prifons ; one of which is for debtors, who 
are alimented after four months and three days confinement, at one 
paule (about fix pence) a day each. 

The hofpital, S. Maria de VitUy afforded me great pleafure. All 
was clean j and the wards were Jofty, and not in the leall offenfive. 
The wards of the men'i^ women were of the fame fize, each con- 
taining thirty-eight beds, nineteen on each fide. Tlie bedfteads were 
of iron, and the coverlids were white and clean. Each ward had 
fourteen windows, feven on a filde, and all had curtains. They had 
folding wooden cafements j and on the outfide, wire latiices.f 


• This is fometimes called the Jione of dtfgmu ; for if they who are infolvent 
would avoid imprifonment^ at a time £xcd they muft fit upon it in a difgraceful manner 
three times, 

f The wards of this hofpital were thirty*two feet and a half wide, and the beds 
were three feet two inches wide, and three feet eight inches afunder. In the middle 
of each fpacc of the wall between the beds was a cupboard, with a fhelf, concealed 
by a fmall curtairf ; and over each curtain was a flip of black marble with the number 
of the bed. On the fid’cs of all the wards, for the convenience of opening and fliut- 
ing the windows, was a gallery eighteen feet above the floor, and two feet broad, 
with a light rail two feet nine inches high. The doors to the wards were iron 
grates, five feet five inches wide. 


In 
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In Florence are two prifons.* In the great prifon, Palazzo 
degV Otto, were only twenty prifoners. Six of them were in the 
Jecrete chambers, which ate twenty-one ftrong rooms. None of t!ie 
prifoners were in irons. They had mattrelTes to lie on. Their bread 
was good. In the torture chamber, there was a machine for decolla- 
tion, which prevents that repetition of the ftroke which too often 
happens when the axe is ufed. 

In the other prifon, Delle Sfinche, there are five doors to pafs be- 
fore you come to the court. The opening of the firft is three feet 
wide, and fofir feet nine inches high, with an infeription over it, 
Oportet mifereri, (We ought to be compaflI6"^|ie.) In this prifon .are 
many fpaclous rooms, in which are fmall benches, or cribs to lie on. 
The men'% rooms are below, and look into the court, which is about 
forty-three feet fquare. The women, entirely feparated, are up fiairs, 
and have an hofpital joining to their room. A new infirmary for the 
men (forty-four feet by twenty-nine) is contiguous to the chapel. 
In this prifon were forty-two men and fourteen women. Debtors 
arc not feparated from crinainals. In one room were eight, who paid 
for their beds. The bread was good: the day’s allowance to each 
fifteen ounces.* None were in irons. — ^The chaplain has apartments, 
and refides in the gaol, f 


* Dr. Tarcioni, who had an order from his rojal highmfs to infpeft the ho/'pi 
tals, and report what beneficial improvements might be made in them, accompanied 
me in vifiting thefe prifons. 

t This prifon has fomething fimilar to the plan I propofed. A wall furrenn is 
three fid?> of it; but being very high, and only eleven feet and a half diilant, i: ren- 
ders the prifon too clofc. 

'I'n-: 
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The great Iiofpital of S. Maria Nova v/as crowded and tpo clolej 
though the urn’s fever ward was four hundred and fifty-four feet long, 
and thirty feet and a half wide. They have feparate wards for wounds 
and fradures. The women are attended by the Nuns, who have a 
pa/Tage under ground from the oppofite convent. Here are twenty 
ftudents, who lodge and board in the houfe for fcven years, attend 
the fick, ferve the viftuals,* &c. and are diftinguilhed by a long 
cloak. 


But the hofpital which I moll frequently vifited, was S. Giovan di 
D/c.f The alcent into the fick ward is by a flight •of thirty ftone 
fteps. Thi55 ward was lofty and clean ; and was a hundred and 
twenty-three feet long, and thirty-three and a half wide. There 
were in it thirty-three beds, three feet four inches wide, placed on 
varnilhed boards, on iron bedfteads. 

Neither the fides nor floors of this, and the other hofpitals of 
Italy, were voood, that being more retentive of fcents or infccTiion 
than tarras or brick. At one end there are five rooms with Angle 
beds for fick priefts. Three of them were occupied. 

, 4 

The hofpital S. Paolo della Convale/cenza, for the reception of 
recovering patients, has clean and airy apartments, and a fpacious 


• I SAW a friar or capuchin come in form and bU/t the n^et or foup for dinner. 
The numerous' patients feemed entirely fatisfied with this, without any devotion of 

iheir 

•[ Tu E great attention of this order of friars to the fick, in every country where 
they have hofpitals, does them honour. 

1 1 ms is very conducive to cleanlincfs, and fecures patients from vermin. 

refedory, 
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refedory, or dining hall. They continue here four days, and l)y the 
change of air and diet their health is confirmeii betbre they go to 
their fevcral occupations. 

Here I would juft mention an alms-houfe, S. Bonifazio, for infirm 
perfons of advanced age. It has eighty beds for each fex, and they 
are fitting up* twenty rnore. The wards are (thirty feet wide) all clean, 
and fliew the care of the Nuns who attend on this charity.* 

In the prifon at Leghorn were three debtors, and eight of thofe 
called prjfnjiert nf Jnrge, and in thtjecrcie three criminals. I mention 

" '■ ivij.*-.. . 

this prifon bccaufe of the infirmary, which,, as appears by an in- 
feription over the door, was built at the expenfe of the prefent go- 
vernor, Philip Borbdnio, in 1761. 

The Haves \t\ t)\c fortreJs'\ appeared healthy and well j letter, as 
the old keeper remarked, fince they have lain on Jhore. X Each pri- 
foner had a ring round one leg j but when they go out to work, a 
chain is rivetted to two prifoners. Here were feven pontons to clear 
tl»e harbour; but the weather, when I was there, being ftormy, they 
could not be worked. There were forty-feven Haves employed at 


• I CANNOT Icnvc Flonnce without exprefling my great obligations to the Gmnd 
Dnk:} for his permiffion to infpeft the prifon.s and making my acknowledgments to 
Sir Horace Mann our ambaflitdor, for his very kind attention and affiilance. 

f tliis fortrero, there were a hundred and thirty- two flaves : at Ay.z, were 
rlgluy-five; and nt the Grand Duhe^h fdt works at Port Ferrara, feventy, 

f Galley^ or hulks ought to be the puuiihmctit only for the moft atroi-Knis 
crimes. 


the 
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LrcHORK the new LazarettOi which is a noble fpacious building, with different 
For TRESS, apartments for officers and their men to perform quarantine, and large 
warehoufes for the cargoes of their Ihips. 

The old keeper generoufly ordered his fon to copy for me all the 
rules, from which I lhall here give fome extrafts. 

Three keepers have their falary from the Grand Duke. They re- 
ceive a copy of the procefs againft every convift, carry it to the go- 
vernment, and regider it in the proper book; and when required, 
they mud give an exa<5t account of all proceedings againd the pri- 
fbners. They make a report of the refraftory to government, that 
they may be punifhed in proportion to their offences, with feverer 
confinement, irons, and baftinadoes. The principal keeper has 
power to choofe two turnkeys out of the bed-behaved prifoners, who 
are to exhort and indrud the others : but the keeper is to have a 
ftricl watch over them. He mud order that all prifoners, when they 
are brought in, have their heads jhaved , — be drelled in the uniform 
of the houfc, — and have irons on their feet. 

The prifoners are condemned to labour, for thirty, twenty, ten, 
or feven years, or for a lliorter term, according to the nature of their 
crimes ; and are chiefly employed on the publick works. They are 
fent out every morning, under a guard of foldicrs, and are chained 
tv/o and two-together, with a chain of about eighteen pounds weight. 
An hour’s relaxation is allowed them at breakfad, and two hours in 
the afternoon : and at an hour before fun-let, they are reconduded 
to the prilbn, and mud be well fearched by the keepers, to prevent 
their having any thing concealed: and two hours after fun-fet, they 
are ordered to go quietly to red. When they are employed on the 

works 
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'•jt>orks by his royal highnefs, they are paid two crazzies (about tliroc 
halfpence) a day ; but if employed by other perfons, tftty are paid four i o" 
or fix crazzies, according to the nature of the work. At day-break, 
the turnkeys ring the bell to awake them : and a report is made by 
them to the keepers, if any have been guilty of irregularities during 
the night. ^ Their daily allowance is a loaf of thirty ounces (which 
is made two thirds of flour, and one third of bran,* ) and foup made 
from four ounces of peafe boiled in water, with fait and oil. On 
each of the two Eajler holidays they are allowed a pound of meat, 
and three oimces of rice. Every two years they have a coat of gray 
cloth, a waiftcoat of red cloth, ' and a red cap j every year a pair of 
flioes ; and every fix months a flrirt, and a pair of drawers or breeches. 

Their drawers are fliifted once a month, their Ihirts every week. 

For lodging, they have a mattrefs filled with ftraw, and a coverlid : 
the ftraw is changed, and kept in good order. — If one attempts to 
defert, and be taken before fun-fet, he mull wear a ring, and a chain 
of eighteen pounds weight ; and he muft pay half his future earnings, 
till it amounts to a zecbiti,^ to thofe that apprehended him. If they 
who are condemned for five years defert, when retaken, their term 
again commences : and for repeated defertions, they are more fe- 
vcrcly puniflicd, and fbmetimes tortured. 

The chaplain muft inftru£t the prifoners. 

In the bofpital there muft be all proper provifions for the fick and 
infirm, viz. veal, mutton, irice, fine bread, broth, good wine, bcc. 


• Their bread was very good, 1 preferred it to that which I met with at my 
lodgings. 


f A zECHiK is about 9s, 3d. 
F 2 
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A j'hyfician attends, and the diet and medicines mufl: be according 
to his piel’ciip'cion. On entering, the patients have clean linen, 
ndns, night-caps, and cloaths. And the keepers and turnkey mull 
examine their victuals and foup, to fee that they be good, and that 
the quantity be according to the phyficlan’s orders. 

At the great prifon’at Rome, called the New Prifon* at the back 
of which runs the Tiber, on a Hone tablet over the door, is this 
infeription : 

JUSTtTx.® et ceemcntut: 

SECURIORI AC MELIORI REORUM CUSTOOIiB 
* NOVUM CARCEREM 
INNOCENTIUS X. PONT. MAX. 

POSUIT , 

ANNO DOMINI 
MDCEV. 

To JuJlice cnd'Ckntency, 

ror we more jeeure and belter cuftody of criminals. 

Pope Innocent X. ereHed this New Prifon, 

In the year of our Lord 

1655. 

On the ground floor, on one fide are the flaves {bp.t|ie gallcj s at 
Cisltc.-veichia : on the other fide is a fort of cook’s fhp^', and a tap- 
loom, over which are the W(?»i^»’s apartments, five of whom were in the 


The elegance and fimplicity of the front of thU piifon occafioned me to give 
a plate of It. 

fecrete 
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Jecrete chamber$, and twenty more at large.— There are eighteen of tliefc i 

ftrong rooms fdr the mm, which arc clof^ and ofienfive, each of them , = 
having biit one window for admitting light and air. Thefe rooms ^ 
are never opened without an order from the governor of the city. 

There were fii'ty-eight prifoners. They are not permitted to go out 
of their rooftis at any timefi but for examination. — Some having been 
confined there many years, appeared with pale fickly countenances j 
but none were in irons, 

■ /l', .4 /■ * 

Here is a chamber for diftrafted prifoners, in which were feven 

miferable objefls. 4. 

^ ‘ ' ' - ■ ' 

There are .feveral chambers with beds for thofe who are called 
prifoners at lajrge, for- which eaeh pays one paule and a half (about 
eight pence) a night. There is, a cliamber for priejls, one for lays, 
one for Jews, .^tonfe,;for prifpners who have cutaneous difordcrs. 

On the upper .floor are two Infirmaries: one, appropriated to 
the prifoners , in the fecrete, in which were four patients. In the 
other,, which is for the reft of the prifoners, were ten patients the firft 
time I was there, and the laft time only feven.* The whole pi ifon 
is arched with brick,, for fecurity in cafe of fird'' The pafljges are 
feven feet two inches wide, and light. The afeent to each ftory, is 
by two flights of ftone fteps. Thefe ftaircafes are feven ftet 

three inches wjdc i' the riles five inches : this I mention, as gene- 
rally, in our priforis- (even thofe that are lately built) the Hairs are 


* This infirm.-ry is a Tpacious airy ward, feventy-three fc^t by twenty- three, v. iiii 
levcnteen beds three feet three inches- afunder ; was clean, and had every ihiiig 
proper for the fick. 


iKirrous 
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narrow, the rifes high, and the paffages dark and inconvenient, 
wifli I could fay I had fcen i\o tOrtuK chamber.’ 

In the prifon at xht Capitol arc two rooms for poor dehor Sy and 
for criminals. whole offences are not fo great,. as to caufe them to 
be confined in the Jecrete. The prifoners in one pf thefe rooms, 

' ' ' , "V.'; •_ ^ 

had the privilege of alking alms of the paflengers;- There were" 
five dehors in rooms which they paid for, and two criminals in the 
Jecrete. This prifon is not offcnfivei^^ There is a conffant current of 
water through one of the large roorns; , 

The ftate prifbncrs are. confined in the cattle of San Angelo. The 
rooms appropriated to that purpofe were all empty, except one, in 
which was a bifiop^ who had been confined upwards of twenty years, 
and was di drafted. Here were alfo eighteen condannati who work 
in the fortrcfs, and had each a light chain, f T^y foemed healthy 
and well. , 

On the death of the PopCi the prifoners are brought hither from 
the great prifon, for upon fuch occafions the prifons are thoroughly 
cleaned. . - . 

I CAN give but little information relpefting the prifon of the inqui- 
fition. It is fituatcd near the great church of St. Peter's.., On one 


* There is a table, of regulations by the authority of thtTnu^iftrates hung up in 
this prifon, ordering the times> of opening the prifon and the court, of faying 
mafb daily, and of dii&lbui^ng the alms* The times vary twice in a month, accord- 
ing to the different length of the days. In the fame table, the phyfician is ordered 
to viiit the fick in the inSmiU’y every morning, and in cafe of extraordinary illnef^, 
in the evening. 

, fide 
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fide of the court round which it is built, is the inquifitor general’s 
palace. Over the gate is an infeription importing “ that it was 
erefted by Pope Pius V. in the year The windows of the 

prifon have wooden blinds, and at a fmall diftance is a high wall.* 

In this CitjTj and many others in Italyt is a Confratemita della mife- 
ricordiay cadlecl S. Giovanni di Fiorentini.-\ It confifts of about 
feventy, chiefly nobles, of the beft families. After a prifoner is 
condemned, one or two of them come to him the midnight before 
his execution, inform him of the fentence, and continue with him 
till his death! They, with the confeffor, exhort and comfort him, 
and give him his choice of the moft delicious food. All the fraternity 
attend the execution, drelTed in white. When the prifoner is dead, 
they leave him hanglhg till the evening} then one of the fraternity y 
generally a frincey cuts him down, and orders him to be conveyed to 
the burying-place ' which they have appropriated to malefadors. I 
was there the twenty-ninth of Augull, the only day in the year when 
this burying-place is opened to the public. — Adjoining an elegant 
church is a chapel, which makes one fide of a court, and on each 
of the other three fides, , is a portico fupported by Doric pillars. 


• The chambers of this fiknt and melandoly abode were quite inacceffible to me ; 
and yet I fpent aeaiF.^twb hours about the court and the prieih apartments, till my 
continuance there.began to raife Ailpicion. 

t Many of Threntine extraflion were the founders. This inftitution is .ancient, 
for the church of S. Gio. Battifia DtcolLno belonged to them in 1450. 


In 
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In the middle of the pavement* of tlie front portico the womettj 
and in one of tjie fide porticos the men are buried. . The latter are 
interred in the fame drefi iia which they were hanged j for in Italy, 
coffins are not in general ufe. 

The holpital of S. Michele is a large and noble edifice. The back 
front is near three hundred yards long. It confifts pf f^veral courts 
with buildings round them. In the apartments on three fides of one ’ 
of the moft fpacious of thefe courts, are rooms for various .manufac- 
tures and arts, , in which bo3f5 who arc orphans or dSeftitute are edu- 
cated and inftriifted. When I was there, the number was about two 
hundred, all learning different trades according to their different 
abilities and genius. Some were educated for printers, fome for 
bookbinders, defigners, fmiths, carpenters, taylprs, fiioemakcrs, and 
barbers •, and fome for weavers and dyers, a cloth manufafture being 
carried on here in all its branches'.’ When the boys arrive at the age 
of twenty years, they are compleatly clothed, and a pertain fum is 
given to fet them up in the bufinefs they have learned. In the mid- 
dle of the court is a noble fountain, and there arp feveral inferiptions 
to the honour of the founders of this cxeelient inftitution. 

Joining to another court are apartments for. the aged and infirm, 
in which M'ere two hundred and Cixty' men, and two hundred and 
twenty-fix women. Here thpy find a Comfortable retreat, having 


* Mere are marble fquares, ia which are tircnlar apertures the interment of 
tliofe that arc executed. Round thefe Hones is inferibed, 

Dmine, cam vituris judicatt, 

“ tteli nos conjemnart.” 

0 Lor/t, when thou Jhedt const io jsfJgt, 
do not condemn its. ■ ' . 


clean 
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clean rooms and a refe<51-ory. I convcrfcd with fome of them, and 
they appeared happy and thankful. 

Another part of this Hofpital is a prifon for boys ov young men. 
Over the door is this infeription : 

CLEMENS XI. PONT. MAX. 

^RDITIS ADOLESCENTIBUS CORRICENDIS 
INSTITOENDISQUE 
UT QUl INERTE8 OBERANT 
INSTRUCTI REIPUBLIOiE SERVIANT 
AN. SAL. MDCCIV. PONT. IV. 

Pope Clement XL 
For the correction and inJlruCtion 
Of profligate youth : 

^hat theyy who when idUy were injuriousy 
When inflruCted, might be ujefuly , 

F 0 the State. 

1704. 

In the room is inferibed the following admirable fentence, in which 
the grand pgrpofe of all civil puUcy relative ro criminals is expreffed. 

PARUM EST 
COERCERE IMPROBOS 
POENA 

NISI PROBOS EFPICIAS 
DISCIPLINA, 

It is of little advantage 
y 0 refrain the Bad 
By Pmijbmenty 
Unlefs you render them Good 
By Difeipline. 

G Here 
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Here were fifty h<ys .fpinning, and in the middle of the room * 
an infcriptidh hung up, 

S I L E N T I u M. 

In this hofpital is a room alfo for women. On the outfide is an 
infcription, exprefling, that it was eredted by Clement XII. in 1735, 
for rejlraining the licentioufnefs and punijhing the crimjfs of voimuH, ■ 

There are in Rome trtany hofpitals for the fick, but they were in 
general crowded, yet none of them had more than one patient in a 
bed. In the great hofpital of San Sfirito in SaJ/ih, -j- there were, 
the firft time I vUited it, a tlioufand and fifteen patients j the fecond 
time, eleven hundred and three. J 

The hofpital of S, Gio Laterano was alfo crowded and ofFenfivc ; 
and that of S, Giacomo degV Incurahili was worfe : § but that called 


• This room being dift'erent from any I had before feen, I had a plan taken, 

which may give a clearer idea of it than a verbal defeription would do. 

■ \ 

t Formerlv many notions fuundeU hoipitals in this city. This wds founded by 
one of oui* kings. Some others continue to the prefent time entirely national, 
as the Milanefey Flount 'rnty and Spa$ijh hofpitals. 

t Here is a ftaircafi remarkable for its afeent being very eafy, for valetudinarians, 
and for carrying up the fick in a kind of chairs or enclo/ed beds. It is feven feet wide, 
and has a rail on each fide. Every llcp is an inclined plane of three inches afeent, 
one foot eight inches wide, and the rift from one ftep to another is only three inches. 
Thcfe Heps are of bricks, fet edgeways, and fronted with ftone. 

§ Indeed I faw the hofpitals under great difadvantages, it being a very fickly 
time, occafioncd by the long continuance of drought, and the extraordinary heats of 
the fummer 1778. 


Benfratdli^ 











ITALY. 


51 


Benfratellii that for the Florentines, that of S. MariaJ^ella Conjola- 
zione* were clean, and perfectly free from, any offenfive Icents. In 
this laft-mentioned hofpital, no patients are received except fiich as 
have wounds or fraftures. The Gallicano, another hofpital in this 
City, is folely for cutaneous diforders. 

Before we take oi’ir leave of Rome, it may be proper juft to men- 
tion the Hofpital for pilgrims and convalefcents. Recovering patients, 
when difmifled from the other hofpitals, may enter into this, and 
refide here threi days, lodge iu airy wards, dine in the rcfedlory, and 
be well attended. 

The Pope’s galleys are at Chita-vecchia. Theflaves condemned to 
them are confined for different terms, according to the nature of their 
crimes : but the lliorteft time is three years for vagabonds, who are 
generally employed on board the pontons in clearing the harbour. 
For theft, the term is never under feven years. Perfons convifted 
of forgery are always confined for life •, and if found guilty of forg- 
ing bank-notes, or any inftruments by which large fums have been 
loll, they are punUlied with an iron glove. Prifoners for life arc 
chained two and two together ; thofe for limited terms have all a fingle 
chain, and, at their firft arrival, of the fame weight ; but when they 
have no more than one or two years to ferve, they have only a ring 


• At night, two chains are put acrofs the llrcct over-againll this horpital, by an 
•order of Pope AUxanJer VII. in i66i, for the purpofc elegantly expreffed in the 
infeription, 

i\V pr/etereunte firepitu ^ies Arnica jAcntii 
Omnino ab agrotantibut tfculartt, 

G 2 
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Civita- 

vecchia. 


round their which is leflened as the end of their term approaches. 
For cfcapes, they are obliged to finilh thcir/o® condemnation, and 
then receive a frefli one for the fame time, as the formers but if 

m 

the firft was for life, the fame is renewed, and they receive from 
a hundred to two hundred lalhes a, day, for ^hree days after their 
arrival. Ifone are Jent to the galleys under the age oj twenty : cri- 
minals of a younger age are kept at the hofpital of S. Michele in 
Rom till they are of age ; and are there enaployed in fpinning, and 
fed on bread and water. 

The allowance to each Have is three pounds of bread a day; and 
fifty-five pounds of beans or to each ^lley, with which 

they generally make a kind of foup once in two or three days, and 
they are. allowed two pound and a half of oil to boil with their beans. 
At and Carnival^ they are allowed ohe pound of 

beef and half a pint of wine a man, wd twenty-five pounds of rice to 
a galley. 

For their cloathing, they have once in two years, a ftriped 
woollen capotto and waiftcoat, two Ihirts, two pair'of canvafs breeches, 
and a woollen cap; and every year, iwo feet and a half of woollen 
cloth to wrap round their legs inftead of ftockings.* 

’■0'tii^tjlaves here are conftantly employed, and have what they earn 
l^.themfclves, being paid according to their labilities and the nature 

• The yearly expenl« of each Have for maintenance, cloathing, and chains, is 
computed at fifteen rre>ui»s and eighty* feven joiWs, about .^3 : 13 ; 9. 

At the Ume of my being at Civiia~wechia, three of the galleys were out on a 
cruize, and two only remained. Through the whole night there' was great filence, 
though about four hundred were chained in each of the galleys. 

of 
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of their work. For/<itt?wtg- in the arfenal, they ar^^id two pence 
a day each j for as-^mijonst two pence halfpenny ; for car- 

rying Hones ahdf mortfe : bnly a penny. Such as work at the can- 
vajs and callico manufaSories are paid from two pence to eight 
pence, according to the quality of the work, &c. At the public 
works they 8re allowed aoi/hour. for dinner, and in fummer-time an 
hour for breakfoft.* 

Here is a fpacious hofpital on jhore for the flaves. Nqnf were in 
irons.- All \«as clean. In. the centre of the great room in this hof- 
pital was an altar for public worfhip. ^ A particular room was appro- 
priated for fUch as had cutaneods diforders, and another for cm-^ 
fumpive patients.-j- 

The principal prifbn in the great and populous tity of KapeesI 
is La Vicariay under the courts ofjuftice. It contained when I was 
there, according^ tp the gaoler^s account, nine hundred and eighty pri- 
foners. In about eight large rooms communicating with one another, 
there were five hundred and forty fickly objects, who had accefs to a 


* For the preceding account l am indebted to oar countryman Mr, Denham, who 
has the fuperintendence of the Pope’s galleys. 

f In this country, the phyficians are perfuaded that the cm/umptun is a Contagious 
diforder. Patients afHtfled with itln hofpitals have a feparate ward. The fame pre- 
cautions are ufed to prevent infeftiop as in the plague. When Uiis dilbrder has-been 
. in private houfes, the furniture is ' removed, and the rooms are feraped and fumi- 
gated, before they arc again inhabited. 

J An account is taken every year of the inhabitants of this city ; and at Eafter 
1777, their number was 350,061 ; of whom 164,545 weremales, and 160,071 fe- 
males, befides 3303 priefts, 4231 monks, and 6311 nuns. 


Civita- 
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court 
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court furounde^ii^y buildings fo high as to prevent the circulation , 
of air. In this court was a cecefs, under arcades like thofe under the 
chapel at Newgate. Some of the prifoners were employed in knitting, 
and others in making Ihoes, but moft of them were entirely without 
employment. In fix chambers, which opened into a ipacious hall, 
were many beds for fuch as could pay for them. Adjcftning was a 
chapel, and -an airy infirmary for the whole prifon.* In feven clofe 
bffenfive rooms were thirty-one prifoners, almofi: without cloaths on 
account of the great heat : and in fix. dirty rooms communicating 
with one another were fifty women. Of all the priforftrs, one mayi 
only was in irons, in a dungeon, acar a fmall chapel which is allotted 
to the condemned before execution. 

Th® bread was good ; the daily allowance to each was twenty-two 
ounces. ,, 

There were three other prifons: one contained eighty prifoners, 
another near iixty, the other but eleven. 

The gaU^s were moored about ten feet from the fhore. In the 
two hundred and fixtyflavesj \n thc/econd, two hundred 
and rtinety-eighti in the tbirdi two hundred and feventy j and in the 
fourth, four hundred j moft of them ftout and healthy. All were 
chained two and two' together. Their bread was hard, but fweet. 


* TH.eRE were firt/ ftxfont in this in^rjgary, in fingle beds, with fliccts, 
coverlids, &c^ 

In vifidng the prirohe iof 7/0^, I obferved, that in general great attention was 
paid to the fick } but I t^ld not avoid remarking, that too little care was taken to 
prevent ficknefi,; 

From the heat of the clitluite, one might imagine the gaol/ever would be very 
likely to prevail i bat I did not find it in any of the prifons. 


About 
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About twenty-fix ounces a day was allowed them ^ana when em- 
ployed in the arfei^al and other public works, they^ve an extraordi- 
nary allowance of near a penny a day. After efcapes, if they are 
retaken, their whole term is doubled. Eacb galley has a chaplain, 
and public worfhip on Sundays and Holidays. 

In the Serraglio, or great alms-houfe,* there were about five hun- 
dred and fifty prifoners condannati in eight or nine rooms. Many of 
them work as labourers on this great building, with chains varying 
according to the terms of their confinement j and have the extra al- 
lowance juft mentioned, with five ounces of flour for Ibup. In theft 
■ rooms were fhoemakers at work, as in fbme of the galleys •, but moft 
of the prifonera- had no employment.! 

This great building is to be a receptacle for the aged and infirm 
and for beggars and idle perfons. There is a great number of the 
former in fome rooms that are finifhed, and which have windows into 
a court, where they were digging a foundation for a very large 
church, by which the numerous inhabitants will be deprived of the 
falutary effedts of the circulation of air. 

The galley flaves have an hofpital on the JhoreX fronting the bay, 
entirely appropriated to them and their guards. It has four or five 


* The front of this building already extends near thirteen hundred feet, and pro- 
bably it will, be enlarged. 

t As no regular plan had been fettled for the employment of thefe Haves, the king 
lately made a prefent of three hundred of fuch of them as had been condemned for 
life to the Malte/e. 

t On my telling the furgeon, that in fome countries a /orr of each galley is made 
an hofpital ; he replied, “ that mnft foon make the v/htli an hofpital.” 

fpiicious 
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fpacious and ivjry wards, clek|e^||j»|ii 

this city. One of thefe roonn 8 vf^^^|i||qr iKiarine. 

The patients are diftinguifhed i^l 
recovering. Great attention 
good bread in fufHcient 

The great "and crowded hoipili 1 tt|||if 
have wards appropriated to W ^ * 


rsrvery in'— r,and 
ey are allowed 


- 

“ ^Phe faojpital of the deen and 


r, - 




ii^legant. 'It conftfts chiefty-‘’!di|'?^c''-^|||^rdy|;,-;'ai;'^^ehd 
Ii8ah altar and a room for poor prije^si|;aTO ait a table on 
which were placed the ^kiepts yidpi^’ ;Kear was inferibed 

a reference tq the appofite ^ords of ^|ij>t;dre. 35, 36. 


* The ii^ttency' of aflanlu and aSkftft|ido|U' ' m g known. 

: Many of the common people feem : be inf^fihle of the atro^iovfnjsft of the crime 
;,pf murder.. I have heard crimiiafi^^ jiiiibn ,^h ft|Sia»»g fatisfaftinn 

ofydBd, thbagh they ftabb«d,*M^"^|;, confider that w^s 

andf.'e)^ ]io(pita]||. appropriated- tb" dw WbpndM are ;aU 8 d Mth patients, that the 
wifem ai% crowded, nod that many: am ieonHnnally; taking refuge- on the fteps of 
churches, and exammp our Accouotp ^ the Juafgej* Return, we 

' may reckon that there are more murderi ^ear in the city of Naples or 

^Rme, than in Grrdi^ Britain and Ireland ^ jprove. that the EngUfi are 

not; naturally cruel? And might npt. argUj^^ts berd^ye^^ fiem hence, for the re- 
vifal and repeal of fome of oar fangulnary lawa ? TJfee Mar^^^ Beccaria juftly re- 
marks, in his.j^^ FunijS^ments, That the panilhraent of 

** death pe^nieious^io' jj^ from the example of Barbarity it a^rds,’* 

t In and /^Js^ that I beloDgin|^ to this 

order of frifw^^lSice n^^ over the lick' ward v&i^ that^^ 
our churches ^ 
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At Luccki thef htmrly Told their mdamati to t^e Genoe/e or 
Venetians^ but , upw .they keep them in prifon wiftSut any em- 
ployment. 

j** ^jenvO) belides a {^ibn for debtorst and a prifon for female cri- 
minals, there ^ a great pnfon for male criminals, confiftingcrf” thirty-five 
rooms. I law ndhe of the prifoners in irons. Their daily allowance 
was thirteen ounces of good wheaten bread for each. To this prifon 
belongs an hoipUal and a chapel, with a large room to which the 
condemned arejbrought four doys- before their execution. — The in- 
ftruftions formed for this prifon by ^the fupreme Jyndics, are hung up 
in it, and contain good regulations, as will appear from the follow* 
ing accounnof a few of them. 

The keeper foall haVb utider him fix affiftants: — and the faid 
keeper is to be refponfible, and liable to punilhment, if any of the 
affiftants fhall be guilty of the leaft fraud or negleft in their employ- 
ment. — The advocate fifcal is once a week, at any time he lhall think 
proper ("buf token he is leaft HxpeSled) to vifit the cells of the prifon, 
and to enquire diligently how the prifoners are treated by the keeper 
and affiftants, in oidcr m give information to the moft ferene fenate, 

&c. — When any prifoner is cohdeitincd to death, he is immediately 
to be put into chains. — The keeper is always to keep the chapel fhur, 
except at the time of celebrating mafs, confeffion, or adminiftering 
confolation to the unhappy. — He is alfo to take care that the prifoners 
do not play at any games, particularly cards. The laft order is, that 
this table of regulations be fixed up in the criminal court of juftice, 
in the chancery, and in the apartments of the criminals. 

i 

In one of the galleys juft returned from conveying fomc noblemen G \li rv*. 
to their country feats, I found about three hundred ftout fellows, 

H clean 


Lucc.a. 


Genoa* 
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Gi.no A clean and held thy : for the old ipfirm ha^befO |cf^ in the galleys 
(>Ai Lti s j;; home, of wHCch there were oH^iy^ heihg out on 

a cruize. 

The holpital tor the gaileya is «nu in it are nung up 

the regulations, which conliA chkdy of iubklrd^s fs the following : 

‘’'i, 

That five fuperintcndcpts (hall bepppoipced by^the magifirates, 
who every month Ihall c^taw lots, to^j(|e«frmine whici\ of the g^eys 
they are to infpeft. — That exaft li^ d(the crcw|l’'i^d of th<i fick in 
the infirmary, with an account of thlr {Iftife of thelt adihillion, Ihall be 
taken and kept, with the alBftj^cc tbejp^fici^iV chaplain, and, 
furgeon.— That theiecretary fhall Idsep a regUter‘^aU tljing$ nccef- 
fary to be provided j bread, wine, meat, bean^, idee, &c. &c. 

—That four caldrons of broth thall be ^ow^d weekly to a galley, 
befides kettles of broth ftatedly given thejn in the three winter months. 
—That when the fuperintendents difeontinue the allowance of meat, 
cheefe, oil, and ftockfilh, the chaplain Ihall fee that each of the flaves 
be ferved daily with half a pint Oif w?nc.— That the phyficians Ihall 
keep exad accounts of their Vdefs of meat, wine, paltry, &c. — That 
the captains and midfliipmen Ihall take that all the regulations 
be exaftly obferved. 

HospiTAi,, la great hojpital there were about three hundred men and fix 
hundred women. All fick perfons of any nation are admitted into it ; 
and it is one of the belt and leaft ofFenfive of the public hofpitals of 
Italy. Here was a room and ward for foundlings y crowded and clofej^ 
and the poor infant^ .were cruelly bound hands and feet with 
bandages. 


There 
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SR's ili hofJ)ilal apartments for tht^njanp. Thefe 

iprattoen^ aijd tJif-tf }’ apd the ca/m and pih, I found in- 

hyth^nljr cohHned in feme^ropiin with’the mijy and turbulent. 

St J ^ 

J 

Ttts Albergo. ho^ital, fittiated on an eminence within fight of the 
harbour, is an afylui^'jfoi* boys and girls. 1 here were in it a hun- 
dred and fe^enttcn ot!!^ fomier, and four hundied and eighty- two 
trf" the latter. , I< is fomethjng fimilar to the noble and well-regulated 
hoipital of San Michele at Bjeme. Over the door of the great room, 
where numbers wefe lpmningf4fid weaving, ‘is this infeription : 

SiU^um^it Obedientia. 

► ji 

<s * 

Im Mtlatti befides 'the great prilbn in which are twenty Jecrete 
chambers}* — the prifon for debtors,")- &c. — there are two pnjons 
called L’ArgaftrOi and La Caja dt Correzionej which do honour to the 
country. Both ai-e for criminals, condemned either for a term of 
years, or for life. The moft atroemsi work in chains in the ftrects } 
the others only in the houfe. 


• The general fiae of tlicfc roomo !t eW^n feet by twelve to fifteen. In fomc 
were only one or two perfops, but in others fix or eight ; the windows are towards a 
high wall eleven feet diliant. Thefe are fome of the llrongell and moft retired rooms 
in the Italian prifons, which the moft atrocions offenders, and thofe who are impnfoned 
for life, are confined. They are inaccefiiblerbut by a fpechl order. The entrance is 
guarded by two doors, between which is a narrow fpace, juft fuflicient to admit two 
perfons. Into this you are locked before the turnkey opens the inner door, far fear 
thefe defperate criminals ihould attempt to rufh out and murder the keeper for the 
kejs. 

t In this great trading city, th^e were only four perfons confined for debt. 

H 2 In 
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In L’Argafi^ there were three hundred and fiftyrnine prifoners, 
healthy and ftpSU;g. A confiderable number of them were at .work in 
public:* but in the houfc there were at vrork Ihoe-makers, taylors* 
fmiths, wheelwrights, cabinet-makers, turners, nailers, rope-makers, 
leather-dreflers, painters on.gauze, (pinners. and weavers. In one 
room eleven looms were employed, f 

Their dormitory is a fpacious room, with three (lages in it on 
which they lie. In the centre of the cieling are four large apertures 
'and fixteen fmall ones.;}: 

•-‘t. V f 

There is a large court and a pumpi and running water for wa(hing§ 
the linen of the prifoners, which they (hift once a week. The daily 
allowance to each is thirty-five ounces of good Bread, |1 and a mefs of 
good vegetable foup. They have two hours for dinner and repofe. 


* Thet water the ftreets and public walks (at the expenfe of the city) there 
being nineteen fmall four-wheeled waggons for that purpofe ; fix men draw, and one 
attends behind chained. Others repair the pavements, &c. . 

t Many learn feveral trades ; fo tKat there is a probability, that when their term 
is finiihed, they will become ufeful mmStrs of fociety ; which flioold be the grand 
thjiii in all foch hou/es. They lecelvc tor themfelves one third of what they earn, 
and two thirdt go to the houfe. 

t A pxisoNER, whbfe employment was drawing defigns and patterns, gave me a 
plan of the rooms and courts in this prifon. 

§ 1 OBSERVED to 006 of the prifoners that they were cleans than moll working 
men : he replied, “ or elfe the confinement would be intolerable.” 

II On e loaf was equal to the daily allowance of two prifoners, and it was divided 
into two equal paru with an engine, and tath received hit evin portion every day. 

All 



Y, 

All had a chain to each leg. If any efcape and rJt retaken, the 
whole term is renewed, and half as much more ^ 

In this houfe there is an hofpital, *a chapel, and an apartment for 
the chaplain. 

The Cajif. di Correzione is now building, on a noble and fpacious 
plan.* The dormitory, and the. work- rooms for the men are finifhed 
and occupied.t , In one of thefe work-rooms there were forty looms 
employed weaving linen, cotton, and diaper : in which alfo, and in 
two others opening into it, were and twifting-millsy And wind- 

ing-wheels, Under thefe was a calendar: and /bme were employed in 
heating (not carding) cotton. , In a detached temporary building I 
faw a prifoner employed in weaving gauze ; who (as I conjeftured 
from the great refort to him) was reckoned curious in this art. With 
the afliftance of fome whom he employed, he kept four looms at 
work. Other prifoners were bleaching the cloth manufactured in the 
hbufe. And fome were employed as labourers and mafons in this 
^at building. 

^£R the work-rooms 'is the great hall or dormitory, the room for 
boys, and the inhrniaiy. The dnrmirory is lightfome, airy and clean, 
and appears evidently to be an improvement on that of San Michele at 


* The Count de Firmian^ governor of LotnharJy^ whofe amiable chara^lcr is well 
known to our EngUjh travellers, not only honoured me with the plan, but favoured 
me with every advantage for examining the prifons. 

f The two work-rooms for the women, (juft finiflied> are large and lofty, and in 
each there are five large windows, placed high above the floor. At one corner of 
thefe rooms are ftooe bafons, with water laid in to them. 
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Mil ATS. Rome.* It coMfts of a great room, (one hundred and twenty-four 
feet by thirty-oi^t near the end ' of which there is an altar with a ‘ 
fupola over it: on one fide of the altar' is the dormitory for boys, 
and on the other the infirmary j and all together make the figure of a 
profs, which is the form of many hoipitals in Italy and other Roman 
Catholic countries. 

i There were near three hundred prifoners in this houfe j twenty of 
^hom wete chain<^ to two benches in the dormitory, but at the fame 
time employed in fpinning, making and mending clothes. There are, 
two or three rooms, adjoining thofe in which they work* occupied as 
warehoufes. All the prifoners work in irons. 

Hosi ital. In vifiting the great hojpital, my expeftations, which had been too 
much raifed by the accounts of travellers, were difappointed. Moft 
of the wards are on the ground floor and not lofty, as there are rooms 
ovfer them. They are alfo dirty and oftenfive, though provided with 
fpacious drains. They have a middle row of beds, and in many of 
the beds were two perfons : but caVe was taken to feparate the pati- 
ents in fevers from thofe who were attended, by furgeons.J 

* 1 fHEREFORE itifert the plan of this alfo. 

f On each fide of the hall are three ftonc galleries, two feet eight inches wide, with 
iron rails. The chambers are all numbered, amounting to one hundred and twenty ; 
thefe are all fimilar, nine feet two inches by eight feet two ; they have one window out- 
ward, three feet by two : and one towards the great room, two feel five inches by 
one foot five : they are furnilhed with, a bed and bedding, a ftool, and a vault. In 
the infirmary, and the dormitory for boys, as well as in the great hall, there were 
fione finks and water laid in. : 

X Most of the chirurjgical patients had been Wounded in fudden quarrels or 
aiTanlts. 

The 
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TkI horpital of S. Gio di Dio exhibits that cleanlinefs and attenti- 
on, which this fraternity always difcovers. 

In the hofpital for orphans called La S fella, the work and bed roo.as 
were fpaciou$, neat an^ agreeable. There were three hundred girls 
in it ; whofe employment was making lace on round pillows. * 

In the prifon at the Citadel of Turin there were one hundred and 
feventy in irons ; fome had the half-chain, others were chained two 
and two together. Thefe prifoners continue always unemployed, till 
they are fent to the galleys at P^illa-Franca. Their unhealthy counte- 
nances plainly fliewed the little attention paid to them. — In this 
prifon there was a chamber for convalefcents, who not being fit for 
labour, are continued here forty days before they are fent to the galleys. 

In the great hofpital of San. Giovanni there were a multitude of old 
men and women, whofe apartments had a very improper communi- 
cation with the wards of the fick and dying. 

In the hofpital of La Carita, there were about two thoufand inha- 
bitants, moftly boys and girls. 

Here alfo is an hofpital for liinaticks, where with pain, I faw 
wards crowded with beds, and in fome of them miferable creatures 
chained and raving. 

At Cbarnberry I found that the falutary pra6tice of walhing the 
prifon was adoptecL Befides the Hated allowance of good bread, the 

. ^ I AvisHED them a more healthy employment, and thjit they had ufed the fyuard 
plllofws of Fui}uicrs\ for conHaptly (looping mull be prejudicial. Such as arc thus 
en^loycd arc generally of a pale and fickly complexion. 
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prifoners are often fupplied with bread and foup, and in winter with’ 
clothes and coverlids, by a cliaritabk focicty of ladies. In one of the 
rooms I faw chafns j but w^s told they had not been ufed fince the 
walls had been built high. A difmal torture chamber, into which 
day-light never enters, makes a part of this pfifOn. 

At Geneva I revifitetl the prilbn which was formerly the bilhop’s 
palace. There were in it two debtors, and five other prifoners j to 
whom great attention was paid, as they were then laying new floors, 
left the rooms fhould be damp and injurious to their health. * 

In the houje of correSlion there were no prifoners. • 


SWITZERLAND. 


In entering Switzerland from Geneva^ a traveller will be furpri- 
fed to meet frequently with a gibbet on the road, if he be not in- 
formed that almoft every feigneurie or bailiwick has a prifon, and 
poflefles the power of trying criminal's and c.qjlcaliy convidting them. 
I vifited one of thefc prifons. 'It belonged to Mr. Baron de Prangins, 

• I HOEED to have found here no torture chambers, but I had only the pleafurc 
to hear that none had fulFered in them thel’e twenty five years. They arc thus rc- 
ilrained by the thirty fecond article in the Regiment de I'illufire Mediation four la pa- 
{ifeatiott det treuHes de la Refullique de Geneve, publiihed in 1738, *' Let accuj'es et 
“ eriminelt ue pourront etre appliques d la ^ejlion ou Torture, que friajahlemnt ils n lyent 
" it e par jugtment definitif, condamnes amort," 

af:! 



SWITZERLAND. 




and confifted of four rooms at the top of his caftle. * It was empty : 
and this is commonly the cafe with the prifons in tlii^ country, in 
confequence of the virtuous education and jntiiiftry of*the inhabitants. 

At Freyhurg there weVc no prifoncrs except a few in the houfe of 
corre<flion. The men convifts are employed abroad in cleaning the 
ftrccts, Sfc. • 

There were none confined in all the prifons at Bern, except in the 
two houfes of corredion. In that for the city, the men and women 
were fpinning. In the other, called the Scallenhaus, there were a 
hundred men and forty-one women, who were in feparate apart- 
ments, and three different rooms afligned to each lex according to 
tlicir different crimes and the terms for which they were condemned, f 
They were all employed either in the houfe or abroad, except fifteen, 
who feemed miferable for want of employment. J 

• I OBSERVED the fame thing at the caftlc in the illc of Gor^^r-ii^ in I.'tify, where 
were two rooms at the top of the building for prifons. This is different from the 
ancient cruel mode of confining prifoners in pits and dungeons of caftics. 

f .An old keeper having left the door of one of the men’s wards unlocked, twelve 
prifoners forced the ouu-i aocr and walked off. The people, who happened to fee 
them, fuffering them to pafs, hecaufc lhc*y luppoled they were going to work in the 
ftreets. When four or five of them fomc time after were retaken and carried to their 
old lodgings, the magidrates ordered that they llioijid no/ he punijf^eti, confidering that 
every one mull be defirous of gaining liberty. As they Iiad not been guilty of affault 
or violence in making their efcape, the punilhment fell on the keeper for his negligence. 

I Where the crimes are of fuch a nature as to allow or require indulgence^ it fliould 
be givon them by fliortening their term of confinement, or in fome other w'ay, inftead 
of aiyfvving them to be idle. 1 have feen this falfe indulgence to prifoners in feverai 
placj 
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Bern Some of the women were employed in fpinning. I faw them bring 
House in their week’s work, and after it was examined, receive twenty-fevcn 

CoRREc- pounds of flax (for the following week. At that time fome of the 

town’s people came and purchafed the flax that had been Ipun, and 
paid for it to an itiJpeBor who lives near the prifon. 

As the employment of the male convi(fls out of doors is here 
fomewhat fimilar to that at Milauy I give a reprefentation of it from 
a draught taken by a painter in this city; I have alfo given a 
view of the employment of the veomen-, though I deteft the cuf- 
tom of daily expofing that fex to fuch ignominy and feverity, unlefs 
when they are totally abandoned, and have lofl: all the fofter 
feelings of their, fex.* 

Zurich. At Zurich there is a frifony fituated in the middle of the river, 
for capital crimes,! ^houje of correEtion, In the latter, which 
is convenient and fpacious, there were about fixty prifoners. Nine- 

• Will it need an apology if the mode of publifliing the ajjizt of bread in this 
City be juft mentioned ? It is better than that at Vienna and feveral other cities. In 
the middle of the window of emery baker’s fliop is hung up in full mie<w^ the bill on 
pafteboard, fpccifying the wight and price of three different forts of breads and, at 
the bottom, that of the fine rolls. The bills are figned tlie magiltrates’ fecretary. 
If the price continues the fame the following month, the fecretary notes it on all the 
bills. I copied one of thefe bills, and purchafed the difterent forts of bread, which 
I found to be full, or rather o ver weight. 

+ Here was only oneprifoner. The firft room was for examination; in it were 
five different weights for torture, and if we may depend on tradition, the heavieft, which 
is one hundred and twenty pounds, was ufed in torturing a burgomafler of thjs city. 

:een 










teen of the men worked abroad for the citizens, who paid them for 
their work, but not fo much as other labourers. • The reft were 
fpinnjng within doors or working at fome trade. I obferved one 
woman colouring botanical prints. They have a chapel in which 
they attend divine fervice, and are catcchifcd every friday. Three 
times a day,#fuch of them as do not work abroad walk under arcades 
in a large fquare court, during which time, by the advice of one of 
the phyflcians in this city, their rooms are thoroughly aired, the doors 
and windows being thrown open. They have good bedding j and 
they are well Ibpplied with bread and foup every day, but no meat. 

The prilbners ort entrance have the houfc clothes, and their own 
are hung up, with their names, and the time of their commitment, 
noted upon them. 

There were no prifoners at Schaffhaujen, except three in the houfe 
of correHion. 

From Sisoitzerland I returned into Germany^ to vifit fome prifons 
which I had not feen, particularly thofe in the free or imperial Cities, 


GERMANY. 


AT Augjbiirg^ the prifon is on the fide of a hill, at the back of 
the town-houfe. It confifts of many cachots or fmall rooms on three 
different floors. There is one for examination, and there are two for the 
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Augsburo. engines of torture.* The condemned are brought three days before 
their executio* into two light rooms, which open into a Roman 
catholic chapel : where, however, if a prifoner be a proteftant, a 
Lutheran minifter is permitted to attend him. 

The boufe of correBion confifts of .buildings on tu'o fidcs of a 
fpacious court •, one fide for thofe of the Roman catholic religion, 
and the other for proteftants, with a chapel for each. The rooms 
were all clean, and are white-walhed every year. Oppofite to the 
front windows in moll of the rooms, were high window's, of a femi- 
circular form, which were defigned for promoting a ciroulation of air, 

Mckich, At Munich or Munchen there are two prifons for cViiTrinals. One 
in the town-houfe had in it fix men arid two women prifoners. f In 
a dark damp dungeon down feventeen fteps were the inllrumcnts of 
torture. 

The other, c.a]lcd ha Prifon tie la ConVy confifled of about fifteen 
cells, twelve feet by feven, and a black torture-room. | 

In' 


• There are alfo two dark dungeons for fuch as have been convifted of witch- 
craft : but they are in a very ruinous condition, and feem to have been a long time 
without inhabitants. 

f Once a year, viz. on All-faints day, any perfons arc permitted to enter and 
fee the prifon. There is a cullom fimilar to this in Holland, at the Fair and other 
iixed times. 

' t Ik this room there is a tabic covered with black cloth and fringe. Six chairs 
for the magiltrates and fecretaries covered alfo with black cloth, are elevated two Aeps 

above 
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In the houfe of correction were about forty men and thirty women ; 
fome weaving wide cloth, but moll of them /pinning^ aXhe keeper or-' 
dered his fervant to attend me with charcoal and frankincenfe ; a 
certain fign of negligence and inattention, which the countenances of 
the prifoncrs confirmed. 

I WAS agteeably relieved from the pain excited by thefe fcenes, 
with the view of the two hofpitals of Les h'reres and Les Sceurs de 
Charitc. In the former were about forty bed? ; in the latter, twenty : 
the wards were about twenty-fix feet wide. All was neat and clean, 
flill and quief j and the great attention paid to the patients was every 
where apparent. I Aw the operation of bleeding jx'i formed by the 
vims with great dexterity and tendernefs. Over the foot of each bed 
a text of feripture was inferibed/ as in fome Italian hofpitals. 

Tnr. prifon at Ratijbon or Regenjlmrg is in the town-hoiife. Many 
of the chambers are airy, and moll of them have ftoves. There are 


above the floor and painted black. Various engines of torture, fome of which are 
llaincd with blood, hang round the room. When the criminals fuffer, the candles 
are lighted ; for the windows arc fhut clofe, to prevent their cries being heard abroad. 
Two crucifixe? are prefented to the view of the unhappy objeds. But it is too fhock- 
ing 10 rcl-itc iluir dlfllrcnt modes of cruelty. Even women are not fpared. — This 
room fccnii ver} much like the torturc-r«.'Orn in Spaitiy deferibed in Lmbcrcl?*s Hifiary of 
ihi tiar.flatcd by Clwidkr, vol. il. p. 221, 410. edit. ‘*It was alarge under- 

“ ground room, arched, and the walls covered with black hangings. The candle- 
flicks were faftened to the wall, and the whole room enlightned with candles placed 
“ in them. — Tht inquifitor and notary fat at a table, fo that the place feemed as the 
very manfion of death, every thing appearing fo terrible and awful.” 
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Ratisbon# 


Nuren- 
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no dungeons, but three dark cellars for torture, at which Iwo fena- 
torsy their fecrAaijy, and the hangman with his valets a/fift. At 
nkh and fome other places, a* furgeon aifo attends s but I heard of no 
fuch cuftom here. 

At the back of the orphan-houfe is the houfe of cornStm, in 
which were only two women. 

j^T Nurenburg the prifon is under the town-houfe. There are fif- 
teen fteps down to the goalcr’s kitchen. The apertures for admitting 
light into the paflagcs of the dungeons arc level with the ground. 
This is one of the word prifons I ever faw. The dark unhealthy 
dungeons, and the difmal torture-chamber,* do no honour to the 
magiftracy of this city. — The go.aler makes ufe of a low trick to pre- 
vent the efcape of his prifoners, by terrifying them with the appre- 
henfions of falling under the power of witches, f 

In one of the city-towers in which lunatics are confined, there are 
three or four rooms for criminals of higher rank. 


* In this chamber on the wall is inferibed a gingling verfe, which I here infert, 
as perhaps no traveller . but tnyfelf has ever fecit it : ' 

. A 4 ttttJa patrata, ./unt air a theaira parcUa. 1 75 3 * 

f In feveral of the Gtrmaa ga»h there are dangeons fot thofe that are guilty of 
witchcraft, but they feem to have been lon^ difufcd : and I hope increafing light 
and good fenfe will foon intirely banilh the /tart of witches, and confequently the 
•witchet thetufthtK 


The 
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The prifoners in the boufe of correSiion* were employed in g^nding . 
Ipedacle-glaffes. The furplus of what they earn ab«jvt*forty creutzers 
or eighteen pence a week each, they are allowed for themfelves.t Some 
of the women were working gold and filvcr lace on cufhions. 

At Schwabachy in the margraviate of Anjpachy is a large boufe of 
correStioriy in which were ninety-three prifoners. Some men here alfo 
were grinding glafles in two large rooms, and others, in different a- 
partments, were employed in polifhing fteel battons for clothes, wire-* 
drawing, and making fpinning wheels : and I was informed that 
twelve were at work on the road. The women were l])inning. 

This hoiife was clean and well regulated. The goaler readily 
fupplied me with a book containing an account of the regulations, 
See. i in which are fome liberal and fenfible remarks that appear worth 
tranferibing. 


* Over the gate of the hoafe is this infeription : 

Hie criminum frequentia 
Mortalium dementia 
Compefeitur dementia 
Salva fori fententia. 

-j- T H E men grind feven glaffes in each hand. Some grind four hundred in a week, 
by which they earn fifty-two crmxers at thirteen for a hundred, and confequcntly each 
earns for hiiufelf twelve ermtzers a week. 

That this is a very unhealthy bufinefs is evident from the countenances of thofe 
whom 1 faw thus employed, and from the difagrceable fenfations I always received 
from the dull in the rooms where they were grinding. The medical gentlemen 
preferibe bleeding and phyfick to thefe perfons, two or three times a year. 

It 
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It is obferved, « that there is great error in expefting that a houfe of 
this kind (hould^be able to maintain itjelf fince with the Rrifteft 
oeconomy, a confiderable annual Jum will be found neceflary for its 
proper fupport.” 

The greateft attention to cleanlinejs is inculcated j bathing rooms 
are provided for the prifoners ; and the expenfe of wafilng for them 
is reckoned an obje6t not to he regarded. 

, The neceflity for fick ^a^ards for both fexes is pointed out. 

It is remarked, “ to be a very falfe notion, that a man who lives upon 
bread and water can work hard and be kept in health accordingly, 
as will be leen in the table fubjoined, a daily allowance of hut proviji- 
ons is ordered for the criminals. 


It is mentioned as an eflential point in order to preferve order and 
prevent abufes, “ that one of the city magifirates Ihould every week in 
rotation vifit the houle, and clofely inlpe^t every thing relative to its 
management.” 

Such prifoners as have been publickly whipped are called infames, 
and arc diltinguiflied from the reft, by having a particular place ap- 
propriated to them in the chapel, and by being made the laft in re- 
ceiving the facrament. The chaplain refides in the houfe. The 
account of the daily allowance* to the prifoners was hung up in tlie 
dining room. 


* Regulations of the daily hot provifions for thofe prifoners in the houfe of 
correflion who are fet to hard labour^ 

\ 

SvND aVs, In the fummer months, half a pound of beef with half a pint of greens. 
And in the evening, a pint of foup with eight ounces of bread, 

’ In the wnter months, half a pound of meat with a pint of four krout. 
And in the evenings a pint of foup with eight ounces of bread. 


Mondays, 
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In iiXiagt houfeifcorreMion near Bayreuth, in Franconia, the men Bayreuth. 
were all working 6n marble,* which is found in the neighbouring 
mountains, f M^y.were employed at the polilhing bench, two on 
each (lab. Others were varioufly engaged, in finiihing, filing, or 

Mondays. « In Jummer, dumplings of wheaten flour. 

And in <winter^ pcafe. 

Tuesdays. In fummer^ peafc and peeled barley^ 

In turnips.'" 

Wednesdays. In fummer and «wmteri boiled milletM 
Thursdays. Iti fummer^ butter foiip. 

In fnrcci 

FRfDAYS, In fummer^ dumplings of wheaten flour. 

In <tmnierf potatoes, and in the evening, foup with flour, 

Saturdays.. peafe. 

And in fwinUr^ peafe and peeled barley. 

Further. Unto each of the faid prifoners in the evenings, butter ; and daily two 
pounds of bread and half a mcafure of beer. 

For thofc who are put to flight labour the diet is flmilar, except that each has only 
a pound and half of bread daily, and no butter or beer : and on Mondays and Fridays^ 
they have frumenty gruel, inllcad of dumplings. 

To <v it grants^ and thofe who earn their bread by flight labour^ 

Sundays, Dumplings and foup for fupper. 

Wednesdays. Millet boiled in milk. 

On the other days, no hot viftuals. 

To each daily, one pound and three quarters of bread. 


♦ My ingenious friend and colleague, Dr. FcthergUI^ has propofed a feheme of 
• this kind for the employment of our conviOs, and pointed out many of the advantages 
which might attend the execution. It was printed in the Gaiuttcer^ ^ptember 30, 1776. 

t SoME^ fpecimens of fcveral forts of the marble I brought home. 

K carving \ 
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carving} or in cutting proofs or fampks at the wheels ;<pr in working 
on tobacco-hot^es, fnuff-boxes, See. A large warehoufe contained 
the goods they had finHhed, In fummer, many of them are 
employed in fawing without doors j but in winter, they work in 

f 

rooms : for were diey to attempt this work abroad, a fudden froft 
might endanger the materials, but would certainly render it impoflible 
to ufe the faw. The pale countenances of the prifoners were a fign 
that their work was laborious, and that the keeper had the whole 
profit. 

Thje women were fpinning worfted, and appeared t)bjc(Sl:s of com- 
panion. Their dirty rooms, fickly looks, anu cutaneous complaints, 
evidently befpoke inattention and.negleft,* 

In the houfe of correftion at Wurtjhurg were fifty-four men and 
thirty-fix women, employed in a well-regulated woollen maniifadory. 
In one part of the houfe they were Ipinningj in another, picking and 
carding wool j and in another, weaving wide cloth for the foldiers,| and 
alfo flocking and waiftcoat-pieces. — The women were all fpinning or 
carding in one large room. As their fpinning was of various kinds, 


* I HAVE their book of regulations: but of what advantage are the bed rules 
when not enforced i 

f The wheels were larger than ear fpinning- wheels, the diameter being four feet. 

Heae, and at mod houfes of this fort, arc large looms (fix feet feven inches 
wide) and two perfons work at each loom.' In a warehoufe, the. manufadurer ‘ 
(for all fuch houfes have a manufadurer) (hewed me feveral pieces of cloth for the 
under officers, the arliliery, the Ibldiers,. and % hofpital or poor-houfe. 


there 
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there was a room with cupboards, where each perfon’s work was laid 
up feparately. The rafl< for each man or woman wa^ eight creutzirs^ 
or three pence halt-peny, a day. Here fs a Roman catholic chapel, 
and the prieft lives in the houje.* 

Kt Franc^rt {on i\{t Maine') there are five prifons. One is for faAr.c- 
debtors, where 1 found only three, who were alimented at ten creutzerSf 
about four pence, a day, payable by their creditors. 

The prifon called La Four de Ste. Catharine was empty. Here is 
a light room, to which- criminals arc generally brought from 
the great guard prifon, juft before their execution. The men are 
hanged, and the women beheaded j but executions are very rare in 
this city. 

In the houje of correction (noir the work-houfe) were three pri- 
foners, two women and a man. The man was at work with two 
or three others in the court, beating to powder a porous ftone, which 
is worked up with water, and makes, when dry, a hard cement or 
coat of plaller. The two women were employed in the work-houfe. 

In the tower at Cologn there were lio prilbners cither for debt or for Colock. 
capital offences. In this and many other cities, the magiftrates will 
not permit a debtor who has no effects to be confined. This city has 
not the power of executing criminals, but when they arc condemned 
they are delivered up to an high officer of the ektJor'St and confined in a 

• Roman catholic priforrers are fometiraes font hither from other countries, for 
their term of confinement, su thofc of a different perfuafion are fent to Bop euth. 
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dungeon in his houfe* 1 faw one thus confined when I was here three 
years ago. 

In the houje ot coneElmy the men were beating Itone to powder witti 
(mall wooden mallets, as is praftifed at Frmejon.-r-X^t women were 
(pinning, or knitting (tockings. 

The great prifon at jiix-la~Cbapelle.yfi$ unoccupied. 

In the guard prifon near the Mai/on de Ville there were two 
prifoners j one of whom was' a very old man with irons on his hand, 
who was confined on fufpicion, and had twice fufFered the torture to 
force a difcovery of Iris confederates. 

Executions are not frequent in this city.* Citizens are always 
executed by decollatioity which is performed by the broad fword, as at 

m * ' V 

llamhurghy BetUy See. abd not byji machine, as in fome parts of 
Italy } nor by the axe, as in Englandy Denmarky See, 

The two prifons (diftinguilhed by the names of tlie old and the 
new) near Ld Porte de St. l^eonard in Uegey are on the ramparts.— In 
two rooms of the old prifon I faw fix cages made very ftrong with 
iron,t four of which were empty. Thefe* were difmal places of con- 
finement } but I foon found worfe. In defeending dieep below ground 
from the gaojer's aDartments. I heard the moani of the miicrdblc 


* IN tnis ana many other cities, the convidt knows not of his execution^ till throe 
days before the tlnie. Then be is conilantly atj;eaded by his confeflbr^ indulged 
in the choice of food. 

t The dimenfions were Jfeven feet by feet nine inches, and iiX tee( and a halt 
high. Oh one fide was aperture of fix for giving in the vidluals. 

wretches 
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wretchts in the dungeons. The fides and roof were all Liece. 
ftone. In wet weather, water from the fojjfes «ge?s into them, 
and has greatly damaged the floors. Each of them had two fmall 
apertures, one for admitting air, and the other, with a fliutter 
over it ftrongly bolted, for putting in food for the prifoners. One 
dungeon laiger than the refl: was appropri.ated to the fick. In 
looking into this, with a candle, I difeovered a chimney, and felt 
fome furprize at this little efcape of humanity from the men who con- 
ftru(fled thefe cells. ' ■ ' 

The dungeons in the, prifon are abodes of mifery ftill more 
Ihockingj and confinement i'h them fo overpowers human nature, as 
fometimes irrecoverably to take away the fenfes. I heard the cries of 
the diftrafted as I went down, to them. On? woman, however, I finv, 
who (as I was told.) had fuftained this horrid confinement forty-feven 
years without becoming diftrafted. 

The cries of the fulFerers in the torture-chamber may be heard by 
pafiengers without, and guards are placed to prevent them -from flop- 
ping and liflcning. A phyfician and furgeon alv/ays attend when tire 
torture is applied ; and on a fignal given by a bell, the gaoler brings 
in wine,' vinegar and water, to prevent the fufferers from expiring. — 

‘The tender mercies of the wicked are cruel” Thus in the Spanifj in- 
quifuion, the phyfician and flirgeOn attend to determine the utmoll 
extremity of fuffering without expiring under the torture.* 

I WILL, only add, that in this prifon there arc rooms appropriated 
to urifoners en Dmfm j that is, to I’uch as are confined by the magif- 

* See Qbandtir'i I’ranllution Ot Ltmbmh't mjt, ej m mquijttKn, voi. il. p. 2J*. 
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Luce. trates, 'at the defire of their parehts, guardians or relations. A 
IJiocking practice ! which prevails alfo in fome of the neighbouring 

4 

countries. 

In the Maifon de Force there were ninety prtfohers, ranged in four 
rooms, and employed in a woolle'n manufaftoQr of linings for foldiers 
clothes. Perfons live in the houfe who well underftand'the bufinefs,. 
and inftruft the prifoners in forcing, carding, fpinning, twitting and 
weaving. None of them were in, irons. All had feparate beds, and 
were fupplied with good rye bread, — meat three times a week, — 
two quarts of beer, for each, every day, — and foup eveVy other day.* 


F L A N D E R S. . 


Brussbcs. a t Brussels I revlfited the prifon Ld Porte de Halle^ which confifts 
of twenty-four chambers, dittinguiflied by the twenty-four letters of 
the alphabet, and each prifoner had a feparate room. 

The bottfe of correStion is an old building, and the prifoners are foon 
to be removed to that at Vilforde. They are all employed; for at 


* The chitplai*, who lives in the houfe, favoured me with hit company through the 
work-rooms, lodging-rooms, and the refe^ory. He entered into the true /pirit of 
thll inftitution, and lamented the inconvenience of the houfe, as not being built for 
the purpofe to which it is applied. He took' notice of the propriety of folitary con- 
finement for thofe that were riotous and refractory at their firil coming; for generally, 
he faid, '* in ibnr or five daya they would become very tra^ble and fubmifiive.” 

prefent 
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prefent they have a careful and attentive keeper. Some tailors and Brussels 
ftioe-makers were at work ; but mofl. of the men weie occupied in 
the manufafture of paper-hangings ; carving the moulds, grinding 
the colours, and (laining the paper. The ‘women, prifoncrs were en- 
tirely feparated from the men^ and were employed in making lace. 

All the prifoners haveclean linen every week. 

At Ghent I went over the boufe of corre£lion, or LdMaifon de Force) Ghent, 
with one of the magiftrates, and found that they were ftill carrying 
on a well-regulated manufaftory. There v/ere two hundred and 
eighty men prifoners, and one liundred and fevenreen ’women. Thele 
latter had on the houje clothes, and were at work. Mod of them 
were fpinning or knitting, ranged in proper order, attentive and 
quiet. I was infornted that all the prifoners are allowed one fifth of 
their earnings for thcmfelves. I brought home fpecimens of the 
cloth) as I did of the from Rruffilsi which 1 mention, bccaufc 
I know an idea has prevailed, that no manufad^ure can be carried on 
by convids to any valuable purpofe. 

In the prifon at Antwerp there are two rooms for citizens; and Antwer 
up flairs there is a cage, about fix feet and a half fquare, into which 
criminals are put before the torture. — A criminal, while he fuft’ers 
the torture, is cloathed in a long fhirt, has his eyes bound, and a 
phyfician and furgeon attend him : and when a confefiion is forced 
from him, and wine has been given him, he is required to fign liis 
confefiion ; and about forty-eight hours afterwards he is executed. 

, In a-fmall dungeon is a ftone feat like fome I have feen in old 
prifon towers, in which it is faid that formerly prifoners were ftfo- 
cated hp hrimfioney yvhen their families wiflied to avoid the difgrace 

of 
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of a public execution. No per/bn berS remeail^rs an indance of 
this kind j but a^ut thirty years ago there was a />rfw/e' execution 
in the prifon.— In this prifon there were only two prifoncns. 

The river runs under the Houje of coffeSihn^ At the entrance, on 
one fide are the keeper’s apartments j on the other, the warehoufe and 
the room for the magiilrates.*. On three fidcs*’of a pave^ dourt there 
are thirteen cells for the men, and over them are the rooms for the 

- t 

women. On one fide of the court are -the young women who aie 
put in by their parents or relations } and on the other, the criminals. 
All the men were employed in fpinning cotton, Ib.were'fomc of 
the women, and the reft in making lace. A pound of cotton tA a time 
is delivered to each ; for fpinning which, thirteen Jons f are paid. 

I found, by the books, that firft ^ming, fome did not earn more 
than feven or eight fous in a week,'b^ (oon after they earned from 
twelve to fourteen. Rye bread (to the value of hdf a ftiver each 
meal) and water, is their allowance ■, and whatever, they have more 
than this, they are required to pay for out of their earnings. They 
are obliged to put on clean linen every week, towards walking which 
each pays a fous. The ftoves are heated twice a day, and candles and 
lamps are provided, at the expenfe of the magiftrates. 

There are three rooms for the ungovernable. One of them has a 
floor made of triangular pieces of wood a few inches afunder. The 
prilbner is- chained in fuch a manner in the middle of this floor, that 
he can move But a few fteps j and being allowed no ftioes, whether 


• In foreign hm/o of eaT0m there is a Voi* to theefcof the regents 

or magUtrates, that they the more conveniently and tranfaA t^ affairs 

of the honfe. 
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he ftanjds or lies down, he linuft be in a very uneafy pofl:ure.~This A^twer^ 
room therefore is dreaded by the prifoners. The^ other rooms are 
abodes fo dark and folitary as to be almolT: equally dreadful. Correc- 

The men are never fuffered to go out, except on Sundays and other 
holidays, when they goto the chapel, in which they have feats below. 

The nuomen fit in a gallery with a lattice of wood before them. Here, 
and alfo in the prifon, a table of regulations is hung up, which is read 
in public by the chaplain the firft Sunday after the entrance of every 
prlfoner. — Thefc regulations confift of thirty-fix articles, from which 
I have taken the following extrads. 

Thk prifoners muft be fubmifllve to the keeper and to his wife; 
and if tliey think thcmfclves injured, mull complain to the regents. 

—The times fixed for rifing are, at half after fix in the morning from 
December ill to February 15th, and all the rell of the year at five, 
or half after five ; but on Sundays and holidays at fix. — The times of 
meals are fixed at feven, twelve, and feven. — The prifoners are al- 
lowed, at their own expenfe, at breakfall a pint of tea ; and at dinner 
foup or broth, or a pint of tea or 1‘mall beer, and at fupper the fame 
quantity of tea or beer ; and on Sundays and other holidays a certain 
quantity of boiled meat ; and every week, a pound of butter, and 
fruit to the value of half a ftiver * — Every day tlie keeper is obliged 
to prepare two Ibrts of foup or broth,, and at feven in the morning to 
give the prifoners their choice of either fort, or none. — After fervicc 
on Sundays, the men are permitted to walk in the court, and the 
women in the gallery half an hour, under the inlpcdlion of the keeper 
and officers. — They forfeit half a llivcr, every time they curfc or 
* fwcar, or make a dillurbance in the chapel; and alfo every time they 
are not up in half an’hotir after they are awaked by the keeper, and 
for every hour they fleep longer. — If they perfift in infulting the 


A STIVER is about a penny. 
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Antwerp keeper or bis wife after admonition, they pay a ftiver, and are al/b 
lIoi/sE punifhed by Ifdving their doors or windows fail clofed up. If they 

Cork EC- make any noife or didurbance after nine at night to break the rejl of 
their fclJow-prifbners, they are ordered to forfeit ajcbillingy and to be 
punilhed at the diferetion of the regents : who are Jikevvi/e empower- 
ed to make fuch alterations as they think proper in the rules j and in 
cafe of ficknefs or old age to give indulgences to the prifoners, with 
refpedt to their diet, times of riling, &c. 

LitLE. At Lille, Za Pri/on Royale is under no proper regulation. And 
the unhealthy countenances of the prifoners at the citadel, intimate tlic 
pernicious elFedls of lying in damp rooms, under the fortifications."* 

The two hofpitals Ld ComteJJis and St. Sauveur are lofty buildings, 
defigned only for the admifllon of meni for in this city there are no 
hofpitals for fick women.\ The patients arc diftinguifhed into three 
forts, viz. wounded — very fick — and recovering: they have different 
wards alfigned them accordingly. Every patient has a bed to him- 
felf. Here cleanlinefs is the agreeable clFed of the great attention 
given to the patients by the Nuns. J 


• I OBSERVED this, bccaufc there was rcafon to apprehend, that fomc of the 
Englijh prifoners ziDinnan would be removed hither. 

f L*Hop.irAL General indeed 'admits both fexes, but that is on a different 
foundation, and is fomewhat iimilar to the houfes of induflry in Sujhlk^ Norfolk^ and 
the IJk of PFight. 

J When a fick perfon arrives at cither of thefe hofpitals, his bed is immediately 
ihewed him. Then one of the fifters brings warm water, waflies his feet, and dries 
them, and kiiles one foot. Another brings clean fiieets and a clean towel. A man- 
fervant makes and warms the bed, and the patient goes direftly into it. 

FRANCE. 
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At Amiens are two prifons ; one for Les Bourgeois et lA Liber linage j 
the other, Tm Conciergerie.—\n the town-houfe I faw great numbers 
attending the trial of a woman for confining her fon. He was then 
about thirty-two years of age, and had been confined fixteen years, 
with a feverity which had almort deprived him of his intellcfts. The 
profecution was carried on by his father’s relations, who had been 
long folicitous for liis relcafe. 

At Paris is L'Abbayey a prifon for the military or guards, and 
for fuch debtors as are of rank. — In the debtors rooms, a partition of 
lath and plafter detached from the brick-wall, is an expedient to pre- 
vent clcapes. For if the fmalleft perforation be made in the parti- 
tion, it is immediately difeovered, by the mortar falling between 
that and the wall into tire keeper’s court, through the aperture which 
was left for that purpofe. 

I REVISITED the other prifons here. — The exemplary charity eft.v 
bliftied for giving dean linen to prifoners is of great utility, and well 
conduced. The fupplies are regularly brought to the prifons every 
Saturday. _ 

The infirmaries arc fupported by charitable contributions ; a de- 
cent old prifoner is chofen to be keepers and the turnkey of the 
women’s wards having lefs to do than others, has the immediate care 
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of them. The phyfician and furgeons are appointed and paid by 
government : ‘■bijc the fuel, broth, drugs, linen, and all neceffaries, 
are amply fupplied by the charity. 

Prisoners are not properly feparated. *Though one turnkey 
walks in the court to prevent combinations, yet it is difficult to keep 
fuch as become king’s evidence apart from the reft ; and the gaoler 
of Le Petit Chatelet was obliged to fit up a feparate room for that 
purpofe. 

In this country, when prifoners have received their liberty from 
the king, or their creditors, they cannot be detained a moment for 
fees, hire of rooms, debts contrafted in prifon, or on any pretence 
whatever. 

A PRISONER of rank, a very fenfible man, to whom I was fpe.iking 
concerning gaolers, faid, “ They pay nothing to the crown, and 
“ their revenue is not fmall at the Cofidergerk, it is about fifteen 

thoufand / iWj ; at the Grand' Chatelet^ twenty thoufand; at Fort 

L'Eveqmt twenty thoufand ; at the Petit Chatelet, twelve thoufand j 
** at L'Abhaye, ten thoufand. And all things confidered,” he added, 
“ prifoners, have no juft reafon to complain of tliis clafs of men in 
“ France. ”, 

The nomination of a gaoler belongs to the magiftrates. When 
he has been nominated, he is propofed to the Procureur general j and 
if, after a careful enquiry into his charafter, it appears that he has 
the' reputation of a man of probity, he- is fixed in the office, and takes 
an oath of fidelity. , The office is freely given him without any ex- 
penfe whatever. 

In 
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In the Sal Petrien, or - great hofp'ual, there were but few of the 
female convids employed. 

I WAS two mornings at the Bicetre, where I faw in the two halls 
above two hundred prifoners. Si^ a number confined together in 
idlenefs, mull produce a great corruption of manners. Many at 
their unhappy end have afcribed their ruin to the flagitious exam- 
ples they have here feen, and the inftru£tions here given them. 

The French now feem to be fenfible of the bad police of confining 
perfons here irv idlenefs ; for within the two laft years they have fet 
fome of their prifoners to work. In one room I faw thirty-fix em- 
ployed in polifliing plate glafles : and they are creding a mill for 
grinding corn, which is to be worked by fixtecn men at a time. 

.There were fixty-three in the infirmary, moll of them ill of the 
Jcorhiit. They contract this diftemper in a year or two from their con- 
finement, which is extremely clofc, fince they are never fuffered to go 
out of their rooms. Many lofe the ufe of their limbs by it. I faw fe- 
veral fuch miferable objeds at St, Louis' % hofpital, where they are 
often admitted at the expiration of their term at the BicHre. 

At the gate of St. Bernard is the prilbn for thole who arc con- 
demned to the galleys: there were only fifteen prifoners, who were 
chained two and two together. Their daily allowance is one pound 
and a half of good bread, and half a pound of meat, and foup. On 
days they are allowed peafe in their foup. On their journey 
they have daily two pounds of bread, half a pound of meat, a pint 
of wine, and about a quarter of a pound of cheefe, or eggs. — They 
are fent from hence to Toulon ^ Brejfy See. on the 25 th of 

May and the 10th of September, and are joined by many other con- 
victs 
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vitals from the provinces. I was informed that in May I77^> 

hundred and fixt^^-three went off from this prifbii. 

« 

L’Hopital de St. Louis for the fick, and LHotel de Dieu, are 
indeed the two word: hofpitals tfat I ever \^ifited. They were fo 
crowded, that I have frequently leen four or five in one bed, fbme of 
them dying. In one of my viifts at V Hotel de Dieu, Pobierved the 
number of patients written up to be three thoufand fix hundred and 
fifty-five.* 

But though thefe two hofpitals are abominable, and a difgrace 
to Fans, it has many other charitable foundations which do ho- 
nour to it; and from which this country may tlerive ufeful inform- 
ation. — This is a fubjed foreign to my chief purpofe, and I have 
perhaps already enlarged too much upon it. I cannot help, how- 
ever, juft mentioning a few of thefe foundations. 

In the Hopital de Id Pitie there were about one thoufand four hun- 
dred and twenty boys, who are clothed, and taught to read, fpin, 
&c. Thefe boys are admitted at about four years of age, and put 
out apprentices at thirteen or fourteen. 

L’Hopital des Incurables is defigned for the aged, infirm, and 
diftorted, who are here clothed in a neat uniform, the men In gray, 
and the women in black. The Nuns attend upon them. 

Le Quinzb Vingt Hopital is appropriated to blind perfons. 


* Over one of the gates^of this hofpital is the following infcrlption, which, from 
its application to fuch a place^ has an air of ridicule and even of profanenefs. 

C\ft icy la Mai/on de Dku^ et Id Porte du Ciel,*^ 


I/Hopital 
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L’FIopital desp 'Htes Mai/ons et des Infenjez is fituated in a fpa- 
cious garden or court, containing a number of fmall houffs for the aged 
and infirm of both fexes, and a hofpital for the Here are alia 

infirmaries for tlie fick, which the Nufts kindly fuperintend. I'hc 
neatnefs and cleanlinefs* I obferved in them gave me fuch plcafure as 
engaged me to repeat my Vifit. Each perfon of the infane has a I'e- 
parate room * and they alfo are taken care of by the good fillers. 

In my lalt tour I had the good fortune to procure an extremely 
fcarce pamphlet, publillied in 1774, written by a perfon who had long 
been confined in the BaJiiUe. It is reckoned to contain the bell account 
ever made public of this celebrated ftruClurc ; and the faJc of it is 
forbidden in France, on the fevereft penalties. I have copied from it 
the moft material circumflanccs of the 'defeription, and have added 
the plate given in the work. 

“ The BaJliUe is a ftate prifon, confiding of eight very drong 
towers, furrounded with a foffe about one hundred and twenty feet 
wide, and a wall fixty feet high. The entrance is at the end of the 
drcct of 67. jlntoine, by a drawrbridge, and great gates into the 
court of L’ Hotel chi (joiivcrncmaity and from thence over another 
draw-bridge to the corps dc gardcy which is feparated by a ftrong 

barrier condrufled with beams plated with iron, from the great 
court. This court is one hundred and twenty feet by eighty. In it 
is a fountain ; and fix of the towers furround if, which are united by 
walls of free-done ten feet thick up to the top. At the bottom of 
this court i« a large modern corps delogis, which feparates it from the 
court du Puits. This court is fifty feet by twenty-five. Contiguous 
to it, are the other two towers. On the top of the towers is a plat- 
form 
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form continued in terraces, on which the ’prifoners arc fometimes 
permitted to walk, attended by a guard. On this platform are thir- 
teen cannons mounted, which are difcharged on days of rejoicing. 
In the corfs de logis is the council chaniber, and the kitchen, offices, 
&c. above thefe are rooms for prifoners of diftinftion, arfd over the 
council chaniber the king’s lieutenant relides.. In the court du Putts 
is a Urge well for the ufe of the kitchen. 

“ The dungeons of the tower de Lihcrte extend under tlie kitchen, 
&c. Near that tower is a fmall chapel on the ground floor. In the 
wall of it are five nitches or clofets, in whicli prifonQrs are put one 
by one to hear mafs, where they can neither iJx nor be fccn. 

” The dungeons at the bottom of the towers exhale the mofl 
ofFenfivc feehts, and are the receptacles of toads, rats, and other 
kinds of vermin. In the corner of each is a camp-bed, made of 
planks laid on iron bars that are fixed to the walls, and the prifoners 
arc allowed Ibme ftraw to lay on the beds. Thefe dens are dark, 
having no windows, but openings into the ditch : they have double 
doors, the inner ones plated with iron, with large bolts and locks. 

" Of the five clalfcs of chambers, the moft horrid next to the dun- 
geons are thofe in which are cages of iron. There are three of them. 
They are formed pF beams with flrong plates of iron, and are each 
eight feet by flifi,,.. ;'' 

“ The Calottes^ chambers at the top of the towers, arc fomewhat 
more tolerable. They are formed of eight arcades of frce-llone. 
Here one cannot walk but in the middle of the room. There is • 
hardly fufficient fpace for a bed from one arcade to another. The 
windows, being in walk ten feet thick, 'and having iron grates within 

and 
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and without, admit but little light. In thefe rooms the heat is cx- 
ceflive in fummer, and the cold in winter. They have* doves. 

“ Ai.most ail the other rooms (of the towers) are oftagons, 
about twenty feet in lliameter, and from fourteen to fifteen iiigh. 
They arc very cold and damp.' Each is furnifhed with a bed of 
green ferge, ^c. All the chambers are numbered. The prifoners 
are called by the name of their tower joined to the number of their 
room. 

“ A SURGEON and three chaplains refide in the caflle. If prifoners 
of note are dangcroufly ill, they .are generally removed, that they 
may not die in this prifon. — The prifoners who die there are buried 
in the pat ilh of Sf. Paul, under the name of domeftics. 

“ A LIBRARY was founded by a prifoner who was a foreigner, and 
died in the Bajtille the beginning of the prefent century. Some pri- 
foners obtain permiflion to have the ufe of it. 

“ One of the centioels on the infide of the caftle rings a bell every 
hour, day and night, to give notice th.tt they are awiikc : and on the 
7‘ouncls on the outfide of the caftle they ring every quarter of an 
hour.’’ 

In inferring fo particular an account of this place, my principal 
intention is to excite in my readers a ftrong deteftation of defpo- 
tifm, and a love for the laws which are the foundation of our 
liberty. 
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At La Prifon Royale, or the new prifon, at St. OmePs^ the daily 
allowance is a pound and a half of bread, and foup. The prifoners 
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Prisoners. 

Calais. 


provifions were not fo good. There were twelve on their parole in 
this town, nine at Bourbourg, and two at JrdreSy who told me they 
had procured bondfmen for their fecurity. 

The common prifon at Calais, being fmaller than that at Dunkirk, 
was much crowded -, for it contained one hundred and tjyenty-fcven 

Englijh 


ART. Vll. 

The prifons (hall be kept clean and neat by the Tailors, every man in his turn as 
(hall be regahted, and whatever Tailor (hall rcfuTe this Teryice in hfs turn, his food 
(hall be withheld Trom him till he Tubmit to it. 

ART. VIII. 

The priToners are to inform the comniKTary of the clothes or other necclTaries they 
may want, and can pay for, and the commilTary (hall not only allow them to be pro- 
vided with fuch things, but (hall alfo take care they be hot impofed upon in the price. 

ART. IX. 

In every prifon the prifoners may appoint three or five of themfelvcs, and change 
them at their pleafure, in order to infped their viftuals and fee if they be good, and 
if they have their (hare or portion whether in weight t!r meafure according to the 
following vidlualling table ; and if there arife any rcafon for complaint, either of 
dreiUngf ferviog them up, or otherwife, they are with decency to apprife the com- 

mKTary of it, who finding fuch ^complaint well grounded (hall give immediate redrefs 
and do them jufiice. 

A R T. X. 

It (hall be allowed to tradefmen or fellers of ware (except fuch as deal in things 
that arc not fit to be fold to prifoners) to wait at the great gate of the prifons from 
ten o’clock in the morning till three in the afternoon, in order to fell their ware to 
fuch prifoners as have wherewithal to pay for them on the fpot. 

• A R T. XI. 

f 

Whatever prlfoncr (hall dare by this means to take or bring in (Irong liquors or 
other things that are not fit for prifoners, or (hall receive or deliver any letter, (hall 
be punlihed for the abufe he has made of this facility. 


A TABLE 
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Englijh prifoners. Seventeen failors lay in one room* on ftraw, Calais. 
without coverlids j a few had not even draw ; on complaining of English 

this to the Commijfaryy he faid, he would fend to St. Omer's for 
coverlids. After informing him farther, that I had found captainsy 

pajfeftgers and mates confined in Francty but that I fuppofed perfons 

•• 

of this deferiytion in England were on their parole of honour ; he re- 
plied, and defired I would note it down, that “ a parole could not 
be granted without fecurity j a hundred guineas for captains. 


A TABLE OF VICTUALLING. 


Days of the 
Week. 

MiddlingBeer 
or Cider, 

Bread. 

Beef. 

Butter. 

Cheefe. 

Peafe or 
Beans. 


A Pot containing 
a quart and half 

Pounds 

Avoirdupois 

l*ounds 

Avoirdupois 

Ounces. 

Ounces. , 

Halt a Pound 
Avoirdupois 

Monday ! 

Paris mealurc. 

1 

Weight. 

1 1- 

Weight. 

3 

T 


• 

Weight, 

1 

V 

T ucfday 

1 

ll- 

3 

+ 

- 

- 

- 

Wednefday 

I 


3 

•f 

- 

- 

1 

Thurfday 

I 

' I'z 

3 

+’ 

- 

- 

- 

Friday 

I . 


- 

4 

or 6 

■ 

T 

Saturday 

I 

II- 

3 

T 

- 

- 

- 

Sunday 

I 

Iv 

3 

' 4 - 

- 


X* 


7 Pots, or lO-^-Qn. 


4z- 

4 

6 

2 


In fuch where beer or cider cannot be had, there fliall be delivered to each prifoner 
three quarters of a quart of wine per day, Paris mcafure. 


* ^ That room was nineteen feet by twelve. In another fmallcr room, in two 
tiers, were twenty-^three hammocks belonging to the failors; for fometimes their 
hammocks were given them. The court of this prifon was only twenty-five feet by 
fourteen and a half. 


feventy 
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French 
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« feventy-five for mates, fixty for failors, and twenty-five for boys.” 
Paffengers, I afterwards learned, were on the fame footing with cap- 
tains. On the fecond day of my being there, the rules (the fame with 
thofe at Dunkirk) were hung up, both withimand without thisprifon. 

Many of the prifoners in this and other ptifons had no change of 
linen, and fome were almoft entirely deftitute of clothes, being the 
crews of veffels fhipwrecked in the great ftorm of Dec. 31, 177S. 

I FOUND twenty-fix of our people in a Ipacious ward in the mili- 
tary hofpital, to whom great attention was paid. ‘Each had a bed 
and Iheets : and their bread and meat were good. But moft of them 
having a diforder which did not break their fpirits, they would have 
been better pleafed if their allowance had been equal to that in the 
prifon. 


FRENCH PRISONERS in'ENGLAND. 


w HEN I vilited my countrymen confined as prifoners of war in 
France^ fome of the Commijfaries and other gentlemen informed me, 
that they had received great complaints from the French prifoners in 
England, On my return in January 1779, I waited' on the Com- 
miffioners of the fick and wounded feamen, and gave them an account 
of the Englijh prifoners in France^ apd of my , intention to vifit the 
French prifoners. In order to alfift ppe in this bufinefs, they very readily 
and kindly favoured me with letters to their agents at feveral prifons. 

Having 
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Having determined to take another general view of Englifl} 
prifons, to fee what improvements had been made, in confequence 
of two late afts of parliament,* and of the .charges given by the Judges 
in their circuits to the grand juries, I chofe to begin my tour in thofe 
parts where moft of thtf French frijoners were confined j and of them, 
therefore, I lhall firft gjve fome account. 

In the Mill-pri/on near Plymouth, Feb. 3, 1779, there were three 
hundred and ninety-two French prifoners. The wards and courts in 
which they were confined, are not folpacious as thofe appropriated to 
the American prifoners, nor were they fo well accommodated with 
provifions. The hofpital, which had fifty patients in it, was dirty 
and ofFcnfive, and I found there only three pair of Iheets in ufe. — 
Here a new prifon was building. 

In the fliip Cambridge there were three hundred and ninety-fix 
prifoners i and the next day, two hundred and fifty more were coming 
in. The bread was heavy, and the meat bad i and too little atten- 
tion was paid to the fick. An hofpital (hip, called the ^iger, was 
fitting up for an infirmary.f 

At Brijlol, in a prifon which had been a pottery, there were a 
hundred and fifty-one French prifoners, Feb. 9, 1779. The wards 
were more fpacious and lefs crowded than thofe of the prifon near 


* 14th Geo. III. Cap. XLin. and i6th Geo. III. Cap. XLIIl. 

t IsopposE this was to be an infirmary only till the hofpital which they were 
building in Mill-prifan was finilhed. The wards in this new hofpital will be too low 
and clofe. 
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Plymouth. 




Bristol. 


Plymouth. 
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Plymou/k There v?erc two day rooms, in which many fhoetnakers, 
tailors, &c. ^were at work: an advantage which the . prifoners at 
Plymouth dcfired, but could not obtain. — The bread was good. — There 
being no infirmary, the fick were attended and viftualled at a Imall 
houfe near the prifon, where fcven Ihillings a'week was paid for each 
patient. There were five in that houfe, in a dirty and ofFenfive room. 

There were one thoufand and fixty-two confined in the prifon at 
Winchefter^ March a, 1779. The wards are lofty and fpacious. 
The meat and beer were good *, but the bread (being made with 
leaven and mixed with rye) was not fo good as that at Brifiol. —If two 
or three of the rooms were tobcufed as work-rooms, the Iiealth of the 
prifoners would be promoted, and they would not be indolently lying 
in their hammocks in the day-time j as I obi'ervcd they were, both 
here and at Mill-p-i/on. 

Several prifoners were confined here in the dark hole. — Forty 
days confinement on half allowance, in order to pay ten fliillings to 
thofe that apprehend them after efcapcs, fccni,s to be too fevere a 
punilhment. On fuch occafions, the obfervation of the worthy magif- 
ftrates at Bern always occurs to my mind,^ " that every one mull be 
“ defirous of. regaining liberty.” 

The hofpital wards here are lofty, and upwards of twenty feet wide. 
Each patient had a cradle, bedding and fheccs j and the furgeon paid 
them great attention.* 

* Mr. Smith the agent alfo was affidaoiis i;i his department. Me mentioned to me, 
that he thought .it would be an advantage if one of their priefts (two of whom were at 
a little dillance on their parole) were permitted to attend the prifoners. I'his, he 
faid, would be the means of comforting fome^' of aweing others, and of giving infor« 
mation whenever there was any jufi reafon for complaints. 
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In a prifon not very convenient at Forton near Gofport, there were FoaroN. 

a liundred and feventy-feven prifoners, Marcii a, 1779. On French 

that day the meat was very bad, and had been killed, as the butcher’s 
fervarit faid, that morning : .but it was returned, and Mr. Neivjhavi 
the agent procured them good meat inftead of it. — Moft of the fix 
pound loaveff wanted vv^ight. I faw the bread weighed for a hundred 
and forty-two prifoners, and obferVed.a deficiency of three pounds. — 

The ftraw, by long ufc, was turned to dull in the mattrefles, and 
many of them here, and at other places, had been emptied to clear 
them of vermin. The floors of the bed-rooms and hofpitals could 
not but be dirty and ofFenfivc, the boards having been laid rough. I 
took notice of this kind of bad policy in all the floors of the new 
prifon which was then building here, and almoft finilhed. 

The regulations are in the French language, and are the fame with 
thofe publiflied lad war. They are evidently the original from which 
thofe printed in page 90 arc tranflated. For the fake of greater accu- 
racy, they will be given at the end of the book. I was informed 
both here and at fFivcheJier, that they had been hung up, but were 
torn down. — Would it not be better, to paint them on a board, which 
Ihould be filtened in fome confpicuous place in every prifon ? 

On the prifoners complaining that the bread was too light and 
the meat bad, I referred them to the ninth article of the regulations, 
by which they are direded to apply to the agent, and (if not re- 
drefled) to the Commiffmers. One of them pertinently replied, 

“ How is that pofllble, when every letter is examined by the agent?”* 

• I COWED have vvilhed, that the gentlemen concerned for the American prifonen, 
had extended their regards alfo to the French^ and by their attention and vifits had 
obliged the contraHors to be more careful, In difeharging their duty. 

N 


There 
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Deal. There is a new temporary prifon at Deal for French prifoners. It 
French has an airy and fpacious room below, and anotlier above, 'and a large 
Prisoners, convenient kitchen.*— The regulations were hung up, and the 
provifions of all forts were good. I made my firfl: vifit (as I do 
always) without the agents or contraflors, and I had the pleafure 
of hearing the prifoners exprefs their fatisfaftion. 

t 

The prifon adjoins to the naval hofpital, in which the fick and 
wounded prifoners have the convenience of a ward, fimilar to that 
which the Englijh prifoners have at Dunkirk and Calais. There were 
feventy-three in the prifon, and fifteen in this ward, April 17, 1779. 


Carlisle. In the county gaol at Carlijle, in one large room in the debtors 
ward, there were twelve French prifoners. May 10, 1779. They 
were not fupplied with hammocks, as at Flymouth^ Winchefter, &cc. 
but lay on draw without coverlids. — Their allowance, fix pence a day. 


Pembroke. On the 5th and 6th of June 1779 , 1 vifited the prifons at Pembroke. 

There were fifty-fix French prifoners in an old houfc adjoining to 
that in which the Americans were confined. Mod of them had no 
(hoes or dockings, • and fome were alfo without Ihirts. — They had no 
vidualling table, nor did they know what was their allowance. 
There were two or three who had their allowance in money, which 
Ihould have been three diillings and fix pence a week each for their 
aliment, but fix pence was deduced. — The common men, befides 
their allowance,, received a penny a day each, by order of the French 
court.-— They lay, in general, on the boards without drawj for there ^ 
were but four hammocks in two rooms, each, of which contained 
eighteen prifoners. Here was a court-yard, but no water or fewer. 


In 
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In the two rooms of the town gaol there were twenty French pri- Pemhrokf 
foners. They had fome ftraw, but it had not been changed for many French 
weeks. Having no fupply of water in the gaol, and not being per- 
mitted, as they are at the other prifon, to fetch water for themfelves, 
they are often neglefted. On Sunday at noon, no water had been 
brought to them from* Friday evening. — They walked in a field, with 
a guard, abput an hour every day, — Their bread was tolerable, but 
their beer very fmall, and their allowance of beef fo fcanty, that they 
preferred an allowance of cheefe and butter. 

At a houft appropriated for an hofpital, there were nine French ^ 
prifoners, befides five pf the crew of the Culloden man of war, and 
three Americans. Thefe lay in three or four rooms on ftraw with 
coverlids, but without fheets, mattrefles or bedfteads. 

■w 

'4 

Such obfervations as thefe have convinced me, that humanity and 
good policy require ‘that an inJpeSlor of the prifoners of war fliould be 
appointed, who Ihould be obliged to report quarterly their ftatc as 
to health, provifions, &c. 


At Chester Caftlcy Aug. ay, X779, there were twenty-three Chester. 
French prifoners of war. They were healthy and well, and made no 
complaint. 


At Liverpool, on Nov. 30, 1779, were five hundred and nine Liverpool. 
prifoners of war, all French, except fifty-fix Spaniards, who were kept 
feparate on account of the animofities between the two nations. 

Thefe were all confined in four or five rooms crowded with ham- 
mocks three tier high j but they had a fpacious airing ground. 

There were thirty-fix fick in fomc fmall dirty rooms of a houfe at a 

N a diftance 
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diftance from the prifon. Thefe had no Iheets } but much attention 
fcemed to be poictthem by the Ibrgeon, and they made no complaints. 
At the prifon the bedding wanted regulation. No table of rules or 
vidualling was hung up, or ever had been. The jwifoners rejoiced 
at the difeharge of the- late agent -, and from the charafter of the 
prejent, have every reafon to CKpeft all due attention an^ humanity. 
Their meat was fine and good the beer good the bread heavy. 

Here, as well as at all the other places throughout the kingdom 
where French prifoners are confined, I found that there was an allow- 
ance from the French court of one penny per day to hll failors and 
boys } two pence to boatfwains, carpenters, &c. j and three pence to 
thofe of fuperior rank } which is regularly paid them every month. 
There is befides a fupply from the fame court of clothes, linen, and 
Ihoes to thofe who are deftitute thefe articles: a noble and exem- 
plary provifion, much to the honour of thofe who^at prefent condudl: 
public affairs in France i * 

FRENCH PRISONERS in. SCOTLAND. 

I FOUND in the Caftle at Edinburgh, July 6, 1779, hxty-four 
French prifoners, in two rooms formerly ufed as barracks for the 
foldiers. In one of the rooms they lay on ftraw> two and two, in 
boxes againft. the wall, with two coverlids to each box: in the other 


• I HAVE fince heard that a bounty is. paid by the Court of England to their 
prifoners in France^ at the following rates, *viz* captains, mates,- failing mafteis, 
furgeons, and ftewards, three pence /rr day each ; common failors, boys, ^nd 
paflbngers of inferior rank, three halfpence por day each; which payment is 
made every twcnty-cight days. 


room 
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room they lay on' mattreffds in hammocks. — The regulations as to 
diet, &c. were hung up. Their bread was excelli!nt/ and all other 
provifions good ; nor was there any thing of which they made com- 
plaint. — They received every month, the allowance from the French 
court* — There were fourteen in the holpital, which was a houle at 
fomc diftance in the *city, where they had bedding and fheets, and 
great attention was paid them by the humane furgeon and agent. 

FRENCH PRISONERS*in IRELAND. 

On the 13th of July 1779, there were feventy-feven French 
prifoners at Belfajiy who had been brought there the beginning of 
May. — There was no table of regulations, and they feemcd to be 
very much neglected. Sixteen of them were in the hofpital, including 
three attendants. Many others were fick, but in the hofpital there 
was neither room nor accommodations for them. 

At Dublin, July 22, 1779, there were twenty-two prifoners of 
war, in a good room* fitted up for a tempprairy prifon. Their bread 
and other provifions were very good ; and they were treated with all 
the humanity and kind|tefs that could be expected. 


AMERICAN PRISONERS. 


In the Mill-frijm near Plymouth, there were two hundred and 
ninety-eight American prifoners on the 3d of February 1779. Their 
wards and couriii^ere fpacious and convenient, and their bread, beer, 
and meat good. ’ 
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The Americans were equally well accommodated at Forton near 
Gofporty wherfi I^ound two hundred and fifty-one prifoners, March a, 
1779. 

The table of regulations is almoft the fame with that for the 
French prifoners. The principal difference is^j that in the vidtualling 
table, the bread allowance is but one pound a day. 

At Pembroke, June 5, ♦779,.there were confined in an old houfe 
thirty-feven American prifoners.; Some of them were without Ihoes 
and ftockings. — There was no viftualling table, or thble of regula- 
tions i nor did they know' what the allowance ordered by govern- 
ment was, except only that it was the fame with the allowance for 
the French prifoners. — They lay on ftraw on the floor, and their ftraw 
had not been changed for fix or feven weeks. — By liberal fubfcrip- 
tions, ample provifion has been made for the other American prifon- 
ers : I was forry to find that thefe had been entirely overlooked. 

In a houfe appropriated, for’ an hofpital, in which were fome 
Englijhmen and French prifoners, I found alfo three American prifoners 
veiy poorly accommodated. 


Before I leave this fubjeft, it will be but jufiiice to mention the 
care and affidulty of the Commiffibners of the fick and wounded feamen, &c. 
in London) who have themfclves vifited many of the prifons in England, 
and difmified fuch agents as had abufed their trufl: j and who are 
ready to receive any information which may be for the benefit of 
thofe committed to their infpe^ion. 


.SCOTLAND. 
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SCOTLAND. 


1 T may not be improper, before I enter on a particular account of 
EngUJh prifons, to mention what further occurred to me worthy of 
obfervation, in a journey into Scotland and Ireland in the fummer, 
1779. 

The prifons which I faw in Edinburgh, Glafgow, Perth, Stirling, 
Jedburgh, Air, &c. were old buildings, dirty and offenfive, without 
court-yards, and alfo generally without water. They are not vifited 
by the magiftrates : and the gaolers arc allowed the free fale of the 
moll pernicious liquors. 

If a prifoner for debt declares upon oath that he has not where- 
withal to maintain himfelf, the creditor mull aliment him within 
ten days after notice is given for that purpofe, with at leaft three 
pence a day,* but generally the magiftrates order fix pence, — By the 
procefs of CCjflQ liQUarmt) f a debtor after being a mont/i in prifon, 
may obtain his liberty, and be fecured againft execution for any. 
previous debts, by making a furrender of all his effefts to be divided 
among his creditors : though if he afterwards comes into better 
circumllances, his cfFefls may be attached for the payment of thofe 

• By aft of king WilUam'i firft parliament, 1696, fixth feffion, Chap. XXXII. 

t See the Principles of the Law tf Scotlsaui, 5th cd. 8vo. Edinburgh, 1777. 
p. 462 and 3. 
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Scotland, debts. This compaffionate law prevents a creditor putting his 
debtor in prifon, unlefs he has good reafon to believe he* is adling 
fraudulently. 

Perjury is not frequent in Scotland. The oath, and the form of 
adminiftering it, are very folemn. The witnefs, holding up his right 
hand, repeats the following words after the judge : — “ l^y God him- 
felf, and as you fliall anfwer to God at the great day of judgment, 
you fliall declare the truth, and nothing but tlie truth, in fo far 
" as you know, or fhall be alked at yop.” — ^The depofitions are read 
over by the clerk, and figned by the witnefles and the^judge.*— It is 
cnaded by the aoth of George II. that “ the circuit-courts fliall be 
“ regularly held twice in every year, within that part of Great Britain 
called Scotland, and the Judges thereof fhall continue by the fpace 
“ of fix days at the lead, at each town or place where the circuit- 
“ courts fhall be held, for the difpatdi of bufmefs.’'t 

There are in Scotland but few prifoners j this is partly owing to the 
fliame and difgrace annexed to imprifonment } partly to the folemn 
manner in which oaths are admihiftered, and»trials and executions 
conduced j and partly to the general fobriety of manners produced 
by the care which parents and minifters take to inftruft the rifing ge- 
neration. J 

I AM 

• Louthianh Form of Proce/sf FJin. 17555? 

t This good aft is fimilar to one onafted for the counties of Wales in 34 and 35 of 
Henry VIII. Cap. XXVI. That every of the faid feffions fliall be kept and continued 
“ by the fpace of fix days in every of the faid Ihires, at either of the faid times, as 
is and hath b^en ufed within the faid three Ihires* of North Wales. 

X It isprovided hyiidii\xte in the^xih/fJ^on^iingWsllsam'sJlrJl parliament, 1696, Chap. 
XXYI. That there be afehool fettled and eftabliflied^ and a fchoolmaflcr appointed 


in 
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I AM indebted to Andrew Crojlicy Efq. for an account, from the 
Clerk of the Jufticiary, of the executions from J3nijiry»i768 to July 
1779, which fliall be in'ferted in a table at* the end of the book ; front 
which it will appear, that -in ten years and a half there have been 
only thirty-nine execiite*d, and eighteen pardoned. 

In Scotland, executions are not delayed after convidtion or fen- 
tence ; a delay which is often equally injurious to the criminal and to 
focicty. Here, the punillimcnt of the offender is made to appear 
the immediate confequence of his crime.* 

All criminafs are tried out of irons; and when acquitted, imme- 
diately difeharged in open court. 

In the ^'olhooih z.t Edinburgh July 6, 1779, there were thirteen 
debtors and nine felons ; and in the Canongate Tolboothy there were 

five 

In every parifli” in ScotLim/, and the prcfbytery hasthefupcrintendenceof the execu- 
tion of this aft, which has,becn carefully attended to. Many fchools are alfo fettled 
by donations and legacies, and by the fociety for propagating chriftian knovWedge; 
lb that 710 par 'tfi is without a fchool, and in fome there are four or five. In the 
fouthern parts of 5 ro//W, it is very rare that you meet with any perfon that cannot 
both read and write. It is fcandalous for any perfon not to be polTcffcd of a Bible/ 
which is always read in the parochial fchools. 

• Bv the aft made in king William's firft feflion, 1695, Chap. IV. all capital 
crimes are reilrifted to the trial and fentence within three Suns; and the “ Execution, 

which is hereby left to the diferetion of the Judge, not exceeding nine days after 

fentence.’* ’ 

f I HERE give the table of fees from the t'olbootb in this City, which is the only one 
I fiw in the prifons in Scotland. 
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five debtors and one felon : and in the boufe of corre^ion there were 
fifty>threc vfoii?!en, crowded into dirty and pfFcnfive rooms. 

Lv 


ACT OF COUNCIL regulating the Fees payable t6 the Jailor and Clerk of the 
Tolbcoth of Edinhurgh.’^Edinbu,'gl\ Seventeenth July, Seventeen Hundred and 
Twenty-eight. The which Day the Lord Provoil, Pailics, Co^jncil, Deacons of 
Crafts, ordinary and extraordinary, being convened in Council, and taking into 
Confideration the prefen t State of their 7* olhoctb, and particularly the Fees that 
have been in Ufc to be exafted by the Jailor and Clerk of the faid Prifon, both 
from Creditors at Incarceration of Priibners, and from the Debitor or Perfon himfelf 
imprifoned ; and judging it highly reafonablc, thatthefc Fecii* fhould for the future 
be publicly afeertained by Authority of the Council for the Benefit of all concerned ; 
therefore the Council do tax and fettle the fame as follows, 


Fees payable to the Jailor. 

The incarccrator of any debitor for any fum of money fliall pay at incarceration 
one halfpenny fterling for each pound Scots^ and another halfpenny ftcrling of each 
pound Scots to be paid by the debitor at his liberation ; and this in place of one penny 
fterling of each pound Scots in ufe to be paid by creditors at incarceration, and of 
the like fum of one penny fterling of each pound Scotty ufually paid by the dcbiiur 
at liberation as relief money. 


Item, Each perfon imprifoned for a civil debt or otherwife not being a 
burgefs, fhall pay to the jailor of houfe dues each night attour C o 
what is above — — — j 

Item, Each burgefs imprifoned for a civil debt or otherwife, ftidll pay 1 ^ 
alfo to .the jailor of houfe dues each night attour what is above j 
I tem, The incarcerator of any perfon or perfons by the Lord’s letters cf 7 ^ 
Laburrows ftiall pay i-.t incarceration — — i 

Item, The. incarccrator of any perfon or perfons on Laburrows by a) 
magillratc, ftierilF, orjuftice of peace, fliall pay at incarceration 3 
Item, The incarccrator of any perfon for exhibition of papers, or for**) 
implementing of writs (captions for reproduction of proceftcsC i 
before the inferior courts excepted) iliall pay at incarceration J 


Scots, 


0 , 


lo 
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Im the Tolbooth at GlaJgoiUy July 9, 1779, there were thirteen 
debtors and feven felons; and in the bouje of corri^ittiy feventeen 
women were fpinning, decently clothed. ’ 

I DID 

i 

The Council ordains and declares when anjr gentleman or other perfon fhall be 
incarcerate in the Tollooih^ :fnd fliall defire to have a room in the prifon by him or 
hcrfclf, fuch perfons (liall be liable for the convcniency of fuch room to pay to the jailor 
ten lliillings ftcrling weekly in place of prifon fees, or fuch as they and the jailor ftial! 
ngree, but not to exceed ten fliillings. 

That all prifoners fhJl be liable to pay the u'nder- keepers, and the woman who 
cleans the houfe, TiS prifjncrs were in ufe to do before the art of council the lylh day 
of July 172H ; but if any difpute fliall arife thcrcancnt, the magidrates for the time 
being ihall have the full power of determining the fame. 


Fees payable to the Clerk of the Tolbooth. 


Imprimis, Each perfon incarcerate upon any Laburrows, fliaU at his 


liberation pay 
n, b'ach pcrlon 
at his liberation pay 


at his I ^ 




Item, b'ach pcrlon incarcerate by warmnt from the magillratcs, fliall | ^ 


Item, Encli perfon incarccirate by warrant from fhcrlff or jullicc of the| ^ 
peace, lliall at. liberation pay — 

Item, All government prifoners (hall pay each at liberation — 2 

Item, For each petition by a piifoner for the benefit of the art of grace, ^ 
and for the clerk’s declaration thereto fubj' hied (lull be paid j 
Item, For the borrowing or delivery up of any diligence by which 
prifoners are incarcerate {.dl mogiilrates warrants at or within ten > o 
merf ks cxi cptcd) fliull be paid — — J 

Item, All perfons incarcerated or arrefteJ for a fum or fums at or below 
^120 6\Y//.r, (lull pay to the derk at liberation four pennies for 
each pound Sr^/j ; and for Turns above /120 Siors, fliall pay at 
liberation to the cicik two pound Scc/s and no more. 

Item, All perfons incarcerate for exhibition of papers, or for imple- 
meeting of writs (captions for reprodortion of proccfTcs before thef i 
inferior courts excepted) (hall pay to the clerk at liberation J 

O a 


Si-o/f, 

S, D. 

12 : o 
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10 : 0 


Glasgow. 


ItCiil, 



APPENDIX. 


108 

Scotland. J mo not find abovc four or five prifoners in any of the other 
prilbns which^I Mifited, either in this or niy former tour. 

IRE A tN D. 

Dublin. I WAS happy in finding at Dublin a new gaol (7Vw^r//c^)*aJinoft ready 
for the removal of the prifoners into more airy and convenient apart- 
mentSj in which the fhocking intercourle of the two fexes which 
took place in the old prifon, will be avoided. This new prifon is 
one hundred and feventy feet in length, and has feparate courts for 
men and women. The cells on the firft and fecond floors are about 
twelve feet by eight, and on the upper floor twelve by four, all 
arched with brick, to prevent danger from fire.'' Bcfidcs thefe 

Item, All creditors or incarccrators of prifoners for civil debt or otherwife (lull be 
free of all fees to the clerk at incarceration. 

And the council ftatucs and declares, that if any fees fluill be demanded orexa^^Vd 
in time coming, by the jailor or clerk of their Tolbootht other than thufe abovc fet 
down, they lliall incur the deprivation of their refpeftive ^flices ; and ordain their 
prefents to be printed and publillicd, that none may pretend ignorance. 

And the council hereby ordains Cle}a?id principal jailor and his fucceflhrs 

in office, to affix a copy hereof in the Tolboothda^iW, and in his own office, under the 
penalty of ,^5 Scots^ toties quotw. 

Extracted (figned) GEORGE HOME. 

Edinburgh, the Sixth Day of July, Seventeen Hundred and Seventy-nine Years. 
Thefe do certify by me William Gilles clerk to the Tolbooth of Edinburgh^ that the 
abovc is.a true and cxaA copy of the aft of council of the city of Edinburgh^ by which 
the keeper of the faid Talbooth and me as clerk thereof are governed. 

William Gilles, 

♦ It would have been much better if the lame precaution had been ufed in 

another lienvgate^ 


there 



IRELAND. 

there are dungeons, but I hope they will never be ufed. It might be 
beft to convert the chapelat tlie top of the houfe iftto*an infirmary; 
for the fick rooms are too hnall, and likely to produce infedion. 

In the men’s court ‘there is a pump which fupplies good water, 
and I fuppoie the women’s court will be provided with another. 
Great attentibn Ihould be paid to air and cleanlinefs in the ftair-cafes, 
and the narrow paflages* leading to the cells, to prevent them from 
becoming offenfive and infedious. 

The criminals in the gaols of Ireland are very numerous ; one 
rcafon of which may be, that in this country there arc no houfes of 
corredion i t and another, that acquitted perfons are continued in 
confinement till they have difeharged their fees to the clerk of the 
crown, or peace, the flieriff, gaoler and turnkey. J Even boys almofl: 

^ 7'fiKY arc three feet and a half wide, and the ftaircafes only two feet one inch, 

f It may be an exception, that in a houfe adjoining x.o Newgate there were fcveral 
finest another fmall houfe adjoining to the work-houfe in Dublin, I found 

eleven young creatures who for fmall offences were confined with outrageous lunatics 
of buth fexes. The magiftrates fceni to have overlooked a compafiionate claufe of 
//.'('ir Icgiflaturc the 3d of George fTF. Chap. X.XVJjr. “ that perfons of infane mind 
“ and outrageous behaviour ’’ are not to go in common with the other piifoners. 

X Thi;re is an a6l “ for. difeharging without fees perfons who fhall be acquitted 
‘‘ of offences for which they are or fhall be indicted, and for making a compenfation 
“ to fiierifts, gaolers, clerks of the crown, and clerks of the peace, for futh fec.s,” 
by a prefentment on the refpeftive counties. But many that arc acquitted re- 
ceive no benefit by it, becaufe the prefentment mull be tnade by the foreman of 
the petty jury to the grand jury, and confirmed by the Judges of aflize ; and the 
fum prefented at one aifr/c mufl ttot exceed ‘‘ ten pounds if it be a county at large ; 
“ or five pounds, if it be a county of a city or county of a town.*' 3d Garnr ill. 
Cap. V. p. 100, loi. 
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Dublin, naked, and under the age of twelve, are fometimes confined two 
years for thefe VeeS, though amounting to no more tlian about forty 
fhillings. How furprifing is it, that any kingdom can endure fuch 
injufticc ! It is, a particular aggravation of it, ^that the prifoners thus 
confined generally lofe, at the fame time, their allowance of' bread. 
I have heard that Mr. Judicc /IJion always ordered tl*e acquitted 
prifoners to be difeharged. — Some boys were lately releafed from the 
county gaol at Kilmalnhamy paying half fees ; and others from 
Newgatgy the llierilfs of Dublin gencroufly relinquifliing their fees. 
But as thofe boys had been aifociated with the moft*profligate and 
abandoned felons for many months, I did not in the leail woniier to 
find that fome of them returned to their former habitation in a few 
days. 

On pafling this prifon frequently, I could not avoid obferving 
officers from the recruiting regiments waiting at the doors and win- 
dows, to receive either the offenders wlio were permitted to enllff, 
or any of their aflbeiates. When the exceffive profligacy and daring 
wickednefs of this fet of people is confulercd, the moft melancholy 
apprehenfions muft be entertained, of the dreadful confequenccs 
likely to refult from their mixture with thofe who may have had a 
fober education, and have entered voluntarily into the fervice of their 
country; and likewife of the danger to fociety in general, from 
turning loofe fuch a fee of wretches at the clofe of a war. 

Our Tlnglifl} prifons have alfo contributed their ihare towards re- 
cruiting the army, enlifting being the condition on which many have 
obtained their releafe from confinement, or immunity from fome 
otlier punifliment. I fhall make no farther remark on this practice, 

but 



IRELAND. Ill 

but that if it be a neceflary one, the legiflature may receive fomc Dvilh;. 
fatisfidion from the efFcdls of their late falutary laws ,rcrped:ing the 
health of prifpners. If this inode had 'been adopted while prifans 
were in their former ftate, it would have been the occafion of carry- 
ing the moll fatal difeafes into the midft of our fcamtn and foldicrs. 

■# 

There is a new Marflmljeti prifon in Dublhu The firH: ftone was 
laid, as appears by the infeription, July 3, 1775. Here were about 
fixty prifoners. — In the city Marfljalfea, v/hieh is a very old building, 
there were fifty-five debtors. Many debtors in this and the other 
prifons, being not alimented, are objc^ls of companion. But the 
niofi; needy of them are relieved by the care of a humane fociety at 
Dublin, fimilar to that called the 'fhatihed-Houp Society in London . — 

Such focieties deferve the higheft praif'e. I wiih however to recom- 
mend to companion other prifoners, who though they feem to clc- 
ferve alliftance Id's, yet need it more, to fave them from the ruin to 
wliich the had date of the IrijJj prifons expofes them. 

I AM forty to montion the common and pernicious ufe of fpirituous 
liquors in the Iriflj prifons.— In Navgute, and in the county gaols 
that I vifited, there were no tables of fees hung up. 

There is an Irifi act for preferving the healtli of prifoners, pafil'd 
in the 17111 and iBth of George III. Chap. XXVIII. fimilar to tlio 
li’giijh ad* for the fanie purpufe. But I did not find it " hung up ” 

in 

* Tins diilcrs from the Engliflj a6l in one imporUrit circuniAancc. The cl 

rti^uires “ tlie walls and clclings of the feveral ceils and ward?, botli ofino 
“ and the felons, and alfo of any other rooms ufed by the prifoners in t'lcir rcr^t d 'cc 



A- P P fe N D I X. 


Dl elix, Jn any of the prifons. — There is alfo an aft of the fame yew> fimilar 
to the EiigUJIj^z&, for “ the punifliment, by hard labour, of offenders 
who, for certain crimes, are.or fliaJl become liable to be tranfported.” 
But tlie hulks on the Thames having cruelly deftroyed many healthy 
and robull young men, their cries probably feached the Iriflj fliorc, 
atjd prevented any proceedings in confequencQ of that aft. 


HULKS ON THE THAMES. 


1 N my former work, 7 f|, I ventured to pafs ibme cenfures on the 
management of convifts committed to hard labour on the Tbcinies j 
and in a fubfequent vifit I was ftill more convinced of the faults I had 
obferved. The effefts of thefe became fo alarm'yig, as to attraft; the 
notice of Parliament. A public enquiry was inftituted, by which it 
appeared; that from Auguft when the convicts were firft put 

on board the veflcls, to March 26 ^ 277^^ out of fix hundred and 


glols and prifonsi ^hers felcns are ufually^ mfimdy to be feraped and white- waftied, 
“ once in the ycat at lead, to be regularly walhed and kept clean^’’ &c. whereas the 
Irijh ad requires the fame precautions in the cells, wards, and rooms of gaols and 
prifons without reftriftion ; for the claufe ^vhere felons are tt/ually confined^* is omit- 
ted. I have known it pleaded as an excufe for not white- wafhlng and keeping Clean 
prifons in England where only debtors or petty oflendcrs have been confined, that 
they were not obliged to it by the aft of parliament. 


thirty- 
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, HULKS OM.THE THAMES. 

thirty-two prifoners who had been received, one hundred and Teventy- 
fix had died. It is with pleafure that I can now give* an account, 
which will Ihew in a ftriking light the beneficial efFc<fls of this parlia- 
mentary interference, ayd the obligations the public are under to the 
Committee appointed on this occafion, and particularly to its chair- 
man, Sir Charles Bunbury, 

At my laft vifit, Nov. i6, 1779, there were at IVoolwicb, for the 
reception of convifts, an old India man, called the JuJiitia-, and a 
frigate, the Cen/cr. In the former were two hundred and fifty-fix ; 
and in the latter, two hundred and fifty. That which was firft called 
the JuJiitia, is now converted into an hofpital fliip, in which were 
twenty patients. — Another, called the Reception, was empty : in this, 
convids are examined by the furgeon, and continue four days, before 
they are fent either to the hulks, or to the holpital (hip.* 

The prifoners on board the JuJiitia looked healthy and wellj the 
decks were clean. They h.id bedding ; their provifions were good 
of the fort} and there were not any (as at my former vifits) without 
flioes and ftockings.— I found the Cenfor, below deck, cleaner than 
the JuJiitia ; yet, on carefully viewing the convifts, they had not fo 
healthy and contented an afpeft as thofe in the other } and a much 
greater proportion of this (liip’s company was fent to the hofpital. 
This created in me a fufpicion that fomething was wrong. I exa- 
mined all their provifions, rteddingy &c. and found that they were 
the fame as on board the JuJiitia. It would be highly proper that a 
table of their Hated allowance ihould be hung up, and fcales, weights, 
and meafures affigned them,t to check the purfers who give out their 

• By the late aft 19th Geo. III. Cap. LXXIV. p. 1418. 
t See a good regulatioa for the prifoners of war, Article ix. 

P provifion. 


Hulks. 
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provifion.* — In the Hofpital fhip, on the two decks (onC of which is 
for recovering patients) were twenty-five cradles with beds limilar to 
thofc in tht Royal Ho/pitals at Hajlar and Plymouth^ where all lie fingle. 
Of the few who were very fick, I found their irons were off. The 
cleanlinefs and quietncfs of the hofpital do honour to the conduftor. 
It is to be wifhed that the patients had belter nouriflimenr, as that 
in many cafes would be more falutary than medical prefcriptions. 

There were about one hundred and fifty at work in the Warren ; 
molt of them clothed in a brown uniform. 

T HE fituation of thefe unhappy people is greatly altered for the 
better. Yet their bread allowance Ihould be half a pound morej 
for one pound a day is too little, efpecially for thofc who work, 
although they have an extra allowance of beer. There fhould alfb 
be to each bed, in winter, an additional blanket. 

I SHALL take the liberty here to fubjoin a few additional remarks on 
the Gaol fever j in which, if I fhall appear to have invaded the 
province of the gentlemen of the faculty, I ’ hope to be pardoned, 
from the confideration that my experience in this matter may in fome 
refpeft fupply my want of other means of knowledge. 

If itwereafkcd, what is the caufe of the gaol fever? it would in 
general be readily replied, ** the want of frefli air and cleanlinefs.” 
But as I have found in a few prJfons abroad, cells and dungeons as 
offenfive and dirty as any I have obferved in this country, where, 
however, this diflemperwas unknown, I am obliged to look out fot; 

• Pursers weights are known on board fhips to be two ounces in a pound 
ihort, their, mcafures in proportion. 

fome 
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fomc additional caufe for its produftion, I am of opinion, that the 
ludden change of diet and lodging {o affefts the JpiritJ of *new convicts, 
that the general caufes of putrid fevers exert an immediate effcft upon 
them. Hence it is corpmon to fee them ficken and die in a fhort 
time, with very little apparent illnefs. Convids are gezierally ftout 
robuft youngimen, who have been accuftomed to free diet, tolerable 
lodgings, and vigorous exercife. Thefe are ironed, and thruft into 
clofe ofFenfive dungeons, fome of them without flraw or other 
bedding j in which they continue, in winter, fixtecn or eighteen 
hours out of the twenty-four, in utter inadlivity, and immerfed in 
the noxious effluvia of their own bodies. On this account, the gaol 
diftemper is always obferved to reign more in our prifons during 
winter than fummcr; contrary, I pfefume, to the nature of other 
putrid difeafes. Their diet is at the fame time low and fcanty ; and 
the powers of life foon become incapable of refifting fo many caufes of 
ficknefs and defpair. 


Gaol 

Fever. 


After tlie gaol fever has prevailed in a prifon, nothing, probably, 
will be foeffedtual irfdeftroying all remains of infection, as the mode 
of fumigation praftifed by the ing^ieus Dr. Lind for infeaed jlAps. 
I Ihall therefore extract fome Of the moft important particulars of 
this procefs from the account with which the dodboi’ favoured me. 


“ Charcoal fires fliould be lighted in the morning, and allowed 
“ to remain till evening, and half a pound of brimftone thrown upon 
“ each, their fmoke in the mean time being clofcly confined. They 
“ may be made in iron pots. — This fumigation fliould be repeated 
“ every day for a fortnight. Every evening after the fumigation, 
“ the ports and hatchways Ihould be opened, and the infide of the 
“ fliip waflied with warm vinegar: and after the laft fumigation, 

Pa “ before 
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before the men return to the fliip, the decks fliould be thoroughly 
•' Icraped and cleaned. If the infeftion has been very violent, the 
“ parts of the fliip moft expofed to it may alfo be whitc-waflied. — 
“ Every thing ragged and dirty fhould be deftroyed, as alfo the 
“ clothes and b'edding of fuch as brought the infeftion into the Ihip, 
“ the bedding of fuch as have died of the fevel-, and im\efs the infec-. 
“ tion has been very mild^ the bedding of fuch as have had the fever 
“ though recovered. The remaining clothes and bedding fhould be 
purified by being expofed twice a week to the fleams of the brim- 
** ftone and charcoal j or when the brimftone might be fuppofed to 
“ injure the clothes, they may be hung up in a clofe place, expofed 
to the fmoke of tobacco flrewcd on charcoal fires. Linens, and 
fuch articles as will admit of being wet, fliould after the firfl 
fumigation be fleeped for feveral hours in cold water or leys, be well. 
** wafhed, and then dried in the open air. — If, during the fortnight 
“ of this fumigation, any perfon is taken ill of the fever, the fortnight 
“ fhould again commence from the day on which fuch perfon leaves 
“ the fhip. — Stri€l attention fhould be paid to the cleanlinefs of the 
“ men both in their perfons and apparel : fuch as are fluggifh and 
“ dirty fhould be made to bathe and clean themfclvesj and a fufficient 
” quantity of flops fhould be ifTued, that every man may have a 
“ change of clothes.”* 


* I HAVE obferred in prifons abroad a very cheap and pleafant fumigation, which 
furprifingly correds the bad air. I fnppofe it ii the fame as is ufed in Rman catholic 
churches, viz. juniper berries thrown upon burning coals in a chaffing-dllh. 


ENGLAND. 
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L’ O N D O N. 

T he tower is a ftrong fortrefs, and the only prifon in London. 

England for Rate delinquents of rank. The care of it is com- 
mitted to an officer called the Conjlable of the Tower, who has under 
him a lieutenant, deputy-lieutenant called the governor ^ and many other 
officers, among whom are forty warders, whofe uniform is the fame 
with the king’s yeomen of the guards. Nineteen of thefe warders 
have feparate houfes well furniffied, in any of which, as the governor 
is pleafed to order, the ftate delinquents may be confined j and the 
cuftom has been to affign them two of the beft rooms on the firft 
floor. Sometimes they are committed to clofe confinement ; but in 
general they are at libetty to walk in the area of the Tower, attended 
always by a warder. 

There have been no prifoners here for a few years paftj and when 
there are any, their fate is foon determined by a legal trial, and con- 
fequently their confineftient can never be long. Six fliillings and 
eight pence a dayls allowed by government for their fubfiftence, but 
they feldom accept this allowance. 

• In this fortrefs, befides the houfes juft mentioned, there are fcveral 
public offices and ftofe-houfes; fuch, particularly, as the office of 
Ordnance, the Jewel- offitjc, the Mint, and buildings for liolding 
artillery and arms. 


NEWGATE. 
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London. NEWGATE. 

Every part of the gaol was- clean, and free from offenfive fcents. 
On the felons .fide there were only three fick, in one of the upper 
wards. An infirmary was building near the condemned cells. — Of 
the one hundred and forty-one felons &c. there were nfnety-one con- 
vifls and fines,* who had only the prifon allowance of a penny loaf 
a day: Mr. Akerman generoufly contributes towards their relief. — 
In the felons court, the table of fees painted on a board was hung up.f 

1779, Aug. 16, Debtors 51, Felons &c. 141. 


THE FLEET. 

No alteration. 

In the Houfe. In the Rules. 


1779, Aug. 13, Prifoners, 


147. 


37 - 


N E W L U D G A,T E. 
No alteration. 

1779, Aug. I a, Prifoners 15. 


POULTRY COM P T E R. 

No alteration. 

1779, AtJg. 6, Debtors 46. Felons &c. 5. Impre/Ted Men 3. 


*.Th£Re (hould be a reparation in all prifons of thofe called fints, Who are com- 
milted for a term, from thofe who arc only committed on fufpicion cither of felony 
or mirdemcanors. 

t Mr. Akerman was fo good as to copy for me a table of all the executions for 
London and Middh/epe during eight years paft ; for which fee the tables at the end. 

WOOD- 
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WOOD-STREET COMPTER. 

No alteration.* * * 

1779,’ Aug. 6, Debtors 58. Felons &c. 45. 

Nov. 15, — 38. — 'II. 

BRIDEWELL. 

;ulation has been lately made, that every perfon who is 
;cond time to this prifon lliall have only half the allow- 
ance. A proper check where the allowance is% ample. 

1779, Aug. 12, Prilbners 13. 

To this prifon were committed. 

In the year 1776, IVifoners 983. 

J777» — 544- 

1778, — 1027. 

NEW PRISON CLERKENWELL. 

I FOUND the men’s' fide very clean. — The fines have only the prifor 
allowance. — The king’s evidence are put into the women’s ward, to 
fecure them from the refentment of the other prifoners.— The act for 
preferving the health of prifoners not hung lip. Goakr now 
Samuel Neivport. 

1779, Aug. 7, Prifoners 60. 

Nov. 15, — 45. 

CLERKENWELL BRIDEWELL. 

A SMALL clofe room is ufed as an infirmary for the men ; and 
two of the night-rooms are now made into one for an infirmary for 
the women. 


Lokdok. 


This 
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London, This priTon was clean, but it is much too Imall for the number 
of prifoners.-j-Of the one hundred and feventy-one prilbners, twenty- 
two men and boys, and fifry-eigbc women were convids. The/e 
were employed in picking oakum, the women in two rooms below, 
the men up flrairs.— A warehoufe and a Ihecl for drying have been 
lately ereded on fome ground at the back of this prifon. — The convids 
here are allowed three pence a day. The ad for preferving the health 
of prifoners not hung up. 

jyy^ Aug. 13, Prifoners 171. 

WHITECHAPEL PRISON. 

No alteration, but in the number of prifoners, fince the late ad 
for extending the Provijions of an Adt, to prevent frivolous and vexatious 
Arrejls } 1 9 Geo. III. Cap. LXX. 

1779, Aug. il, Prifoners 5. 

I 

TOWER HAMLETS GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Aug. lo, Prifoners none. 

St. CATHARINE’S PRISON. ' 

1779, Aug. II, I found the houfe inhabited, but no prifoners. 


WEST- 



WESTMINSTER. 


Ill 


THE SAVOY. 

• The prifoners werejn health; the rooms made more airy, and 
fome adjoining fitted up for an infirmary. 

* 1779, Aug. 13, Prifoners 98. viz. 

64 Defertcrs, 21 ImprefTed Men, 13 of the Guards. 

TOTHI LL-FIELDS BRIDEWELL. 

• 

This prifon clean, as ufual. There is a work-fliop with hemp- 
blocks, and a room over it. Two of the women’s night- rooms are 
appropriated to female convifls, who have alfo a feparate court, with 
water, &c. The w'ornen’s court is alfo enlarged, the garden-pales 
being fet farther' olT. — As I have feen feveral fick objefls on the 
floors, the Gentlemen, who are fo ready to relieve the fuft'erings of 
their fellow-creatures, will forgive the intimation that an infirmary 
might be made over, the women’s ward. 

1779, Aug. 5, Prifoners 74. Impreflcd Men 10. 

WESTMINSTER GATE- HOUSE. 

This prifon being taken down, another is erected in 'tothill- 
Fields, adjoining the Bridewell, but not yet inhabited, Aug. 5, 1779. 
There is to be a proper feparation of debtors and felons; and in the 
court of the latter are four fmall rooms for the refradlcry. The 
pulpit is contrived to have both debtors and felons in view, though 
they will not be in fight of each other. I'he keeper from tlience can 

cafily 


Wkst- 

MINSTER., 
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West- 

minster. 


South- 

wark. 


eafily overlook them when they are locked up. — The court-yarHs 
will be plen|if4|ly fuppHed with water, by pipes from the Main,'— 
The outer walls are too IcfWi lb that tools, &c. may be ealily con- 
veyed over. 


SO U T H W a' R K.* 

THE KING’S BENCH PRISON. 

Some of the old buildings are taken down, and a chapel and many 
rooms are added to the new buildings, and another wing fimilar to 
that which has been already mentioned, but no infirmary . — This fpa- 
cious prifon 'is enclofed with a llrong wall about thirty feet high, 
with a chevaux de frife. 

Two excellent rules have been lately hung up and enforced. 
Farther Rules and Orders, &c. 

I 

Monday next after three weeks from the day of the Holy Trinity 
in the 19th year of King George the III. 

King's Bench Prifon, Upon full and mature confidcration had here 
in court. It is ordered by the faid court that any man may lawfully be 
turned out. of his chamber for the following caufes (that is to fay) 
If fuch perfon lets his chamber to another, or does not refide there 
himfelf, or if fuch perlbn might have taken the benefit of any infol- 
vent aft or the lords aft; or if he be charged by a friendly or collu- 
five adion where there is no real debt. 

By the Court. 

Friday 



SCUT H W ARK. 
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Friday next after fifteen days from the day of the Holy Trinity 
in the X9th year of King George tlic I>I. • 

King's Bench Prifon. , It is ordered that all prifoners who have been 
or (hall be in the cuftody of the Marfhal of the Marjhaljea for the 
fpace of fix months after they are fuperfedeable altho’ not fupcrfeded 
fliall be forthwith difcharged out of the prifon of the Marfhal of the 
MarJJoalfea by the faid Marflial as to all fuch actions in which they 
have been or lhall be fuperfedeable. And that no prifoner lhall be 
entitled to any <-oom in the faid prifon by reafon of feniority except 
from the time of his being charged in the aftions in which he is not 
fuperfedeable. 

By the Court. 

1779, Aug. n, In the Houfe 511. In the Rules* 75. 

0 ( 5 t. 26, — 438. — 60. 

MARSHALSEA PRISON. 

s, 

No alteration. 

FIere the chambers want regulation. For in feveral rooms where 
four lie in two beds, and in fome dark rooms where two lie in one 
bed, each pays ^s. 6 d. a week for his lodging. 


• The Rules, or Bounds belonging to this prifon are extenfive, including Si. George’s 
FieUsf one fide of Blaciman-Jlreet, and part of the Borough High-ftrtet, of which 
a plan is publiihed. 

0^2 There 


South- 

wark. 
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There are Tundry fiiiall legacies, befides the county moiney which 
is : 10 : p Qveiy month, and Mrs. Margaret Symcott'% {Eleanor 
CwyHn's) bread, which is fixty-five penny loaves every eight weeks ; 
but no table hung up. 

f 

1779, Aug. 10, Prifoners, 88 Men, 4 Women. 

BOROUGH COMPTER. 

No alteration. ^ 

The 3(51 for preferving the health of prifoners not hung up, and 
no regard paid to it. The allowance a penny loaf a day each, weight 
in Aug. 1779, twelve ounces. 

This prifon might be made more commodious, by building on a 
piece of ground at the back of it, forty-one feet by twenty, which 
the keeper now ufes as a garden. • 

I 

, 1779, Aug. 10, Debtors 16, Felons &c. 2. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at HERTFORD. 

The new gaol has feparate wards and courts for debtors, men- 
felons and women-felons^ j and the whole is now furrounded by a wall 
fifteen feet high. 

In mentiorrtng the gaol fever I fliould have added, I was well in- 
formed that a prifoner brought out as dead, from one of the dun- 
geons, on being waJIjcd under the pump, fhev/cd figns of life, and foon 
after recovered. Since this I have known other inftances of the fame 
kind. 

1779, Sept. 27, Debtor i. Felons &c. 17. Deferter i. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

HERTFORD. No alteratidh. 1779, Sept. 27, one prifoner. 
HIT CHIN. No alteration. i779> Off. 21, no prifoners. 

BERKHAMSTE AD. No alteration. 1779, Aj^ril 23, i prifoner. 

N 

BUNTINGFOllD. Two rooms j one for men, eighteen feet by 
eight; the other a new one for women, thirteen feet b)’ ten. 
No water : no court-yard. The keeper has a large garden. 
Salary 

1779, Sept. 27, one prifoner. 

St. ALBAN’S BOROUGH GAOL. 

No alteration, 

1779, April 24, Debtors c. Felons &:c. o. Deferter i. 

I. IBERTY GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, April 24, Debtors o. Felons &c. i. Deferters 2. 

BRIDE- 


IltRTFORn- 

SHIRC. 



12S 


APPENDIX. 


Hertford- 

shire. 


Essex* 


BRIDEWELL at St. ALBAN’.S, 

• ‘For the Liberty and Borough. 

♦ 

/ 

No alteration. 

t 

In the work-room were two foldiers, and a girl who was fentenced 
for a year’s imprifonment, locked up all day* together. ^ 

1779, April 24, Prifoners 3. 


E S S E :X. 

COUNTY GAOL at CHELMSFORD. 

Chaplain, Mr, Morgan. 

Salary now £^o. 

The new prifon is occupied. The felons apartments are entirely 
out of fight from the gaoler’s hoXife. I beg leave to obferve, that a 
window might be made in the gaoler’s kitchen, which would over- 
look the felons court-yard : and that the window in the debtors apart- 
ment toward the ftreet is highly improper, as an avenue for intro- 
ducing at all times fpirituous liquors, tools, &c. 

1779, April 7, Debtors 34. Felons ^c. 7. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

C HELM S FO R D. No alteration. The county has all the profits 
of the prifoners work, which is fpinning. 

1779, April 7, Prifoners 27. 


COLCHES- 
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COLCHESTER Castle. No alteration. I have remarked that 
there is no water. A well of fine wafer at the caftfe was lately 
arched over. 

1779, April 7, Prifoner i. ' 

COLCHESTER TOWN GAOL and BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration, but two rooms added tc the bridewell. 

*779\ Debtors none. Felons &c. 4. 

NEWPORT. No alteration. 1779, Sept. 26, Prifoners 9. 

H A L S T E D. No alteration. The houfe is rented of the 

truftees of Martin's charity. The prifoners are employed in 
fpinning, but are not allowed any part of what they earn. 

1779, April 6, Prifoners 5. Impreffed Men 2. 
BARKING. No alteration. 1779, April 8, Prifoner i. Impreffed 5. 

HARWICH TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms towards the flreet. No chimneys. One back room 
with a fire-place j another called the dark gaol. No court j no 
water ; no fewer. Allowance, three halfpence a day. Gaoler’s falary, 
,C2 ; 8 : 0. Fees, ()s. %d. No table. 

. jyySj April 18, Prifoners none. 


Essex. 


COUNTY 
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Kent. 


KENT. 

COUNTY GAOL at MAIDSTONE. 

. • 

No alteration. 

« 

I FOUND the gaoler attentive to cleanlinefs and rcguhirity. Claufes 
of aft againft fpirituotis liquors are hung up. 

The felons apartments are the better for not having glafs windows. 
The wall being three Icct and a half thick, in fonie luealure breaks 
the force of the wind. The felons five night-rooms have double 
doors ; if one of tliem was an iron-grate door (as at the new gaol 
at Horpam) and locked up in the day-time, the rooms w'ould freflien 
and be better ventilated. 

1779, April 16, Debtors 15. Felons 13, including 14 Convids. 

COUNTY B. R I D E W E L L S. 

MAIDSTONE. Thf. new prifon dirty and ofFenfive. It is ne- 
ceflary to choole keepers who are attentive to cleanlinefs and 
neatnefs. The county allowance is three pence every day but 
Sundays. They were at work, but have no part of what they 
earn. Fees, jj. 6 d. No table. I faw two with the fmall-pox, 
lying’on loofe Ilraw, and their only covering was common mats. 

1779, April 16, Prilbners 13. 

CANTERBURY. No alteration, but a partition in the women’s 
court to keep them more private. 

1779, April 16, Prifoners 4. 

CANTER. 
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CANTERBURY CITY GAOL. 

No alteration. No regard is paid to, the claufe* enjoining that 
once in the year at leaft” the gaols lhall be white-wafhed, 

* 779 » April i6. Debtors 2. Felons 2,. 

D A R T F Oil D. Now there are two courts from the keeper's 
garden, one for each fex, with pumps and fewers, and a room in 
the men's court for the fick. But the women had no mats, or 
any fort of bedding. 

1779, April 15, Prifoners 5. 

kuCHESTER city gaol. 

The court-room was built, as appears by the date, in 1687 ; and 
it is probable, there has been no alteration in the prifon fmce. The 
room for debtors in the keeper’s houfe, is only for fuch as can pay 
for a bed •, for I found two in the clofe offenfive room towards the 
ftreet, who had been locked up there fome weeks. 

1779, April 15, Debtors a. Felons o. 

* 

DOVER CASTLE. 

Frederic Lord North is now Conjiable of the Caftle; and Henry 
Wood, Bodar. The two rooms were white- walked, and much cleaner, 
than at my former vifit. 

1779, April 17, Prifoners 3. 

DOVER TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration; ‘but the new keeper has a falary, No licence. 

’ The gaol was much cleaner; and company were not drinking there, 

as at my former vilits. 

1779, ■ ^pril 17, Debtor i. -Felon i. 

R 


Kent. 


SUSSEX. 
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SUSSEX. 

« 

COUNTY GAOL at HORSHAM. 

« 

The new gaoJ does credit to the Gentlemen that Tuperintended the 
work : it is every way fubftantial and ftrong ; and (?&ch felon is to 
have a feparate room, ten feet by feven, and nine feet high to the 
crown of the arch. They are all arched with brick, to prevent danger 
and confufion in cafe of fire.r To each room arc two doors, one of 
them iron 'grated. 

1779, March 9, Debtors 12, Felons &c. 6. in the old gaol. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

At Horsham the Bridewell was difcontinued, and the keeper 
difcharged. 

L E W E S. No alteration. The, apartments for each fex fimilar, but 
feparate ; a kitchen, five bed- rooms ten feet Iquare, work-fliop, &c. 
Though I found no prifoners at work, it feems, they are fome- 
times employed in making whiting, as there were chalk, mal- 
lets, fieves, &c. in the men’s work-rooms. The keeper has all 
the profits of their work. The county allowance is a two- 
penny loaf ( the weight was i lb. 5 oz.) The keeper’s houfe is 
detached, fo that he has no view from thence into the prifbner’s 
rooms or courts. 

1779, April 1.9, Prifoners 8. 

P E T W O R T H. The keeper’s falary is now augmented to ;^30, 
in lieu of fees. The bread allowance is now a two-pound loaf 

every 
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ievery day, to be weighed by the keeper, with fcales arid a weight 
ordered to the houfe for that purpofe by the juftijes^ No alter- 
ation in the houfe. 

177^, March 8, Prifoncrs 2. 

CHICHESTER tiTY GAOL and BRIDEWELL. 

The alteration is a pump in the court. 

1779, March 8, No prifoners, 

3 ATTLE. Two rooms fourteen feet by twelve and a halfj in 
one of which is a chimney, in the other the.ftocks. Court- yard 
not fecure. No water, but in the keeper’s garden. Allowance, 
feven farthings a day j the fame, the old keeper fays, in the thirty 
years of his time, and in the many years of his father’s time. 
Salary, ,^10, Fees, 3^. 4^. 

1779, April 18, No prilbncrs. 

% - 

RYE. The town gaol is an old tower. The lower rooms are, 
one about feventeen feet diameter, with a fire-place, and two 
fmall ones of about fix feet j and above ftairs are three rooms of 
the fame dimenfions. Allowance to prifoners, three halfpence 
a day. Fees, 3J. 4</. No table. Salary, none. Keeper, a 
fergeant at mace. 

1779, April 1 8, No prifoners. 


R 2 
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Surry. 


U R R Y. 

COUNTY GAOL in SOUTHWARK. 

No alteration, The gaol was clean, and ncne of the prifoners lick. 

Here I would juft mention, that all the, rags left by the; felons 
after every alTize, ought to be immediately buried (the.earth abforbs 
putrid matter) or burnt j as they only ferve to harbour vermin, dirt, 
and infeftion. 

1779, Aug. 9, Debtors 23. Felons &c. 14. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

St. GEORGE’S FIELDS. No alteration. The fines or convidls 
are with the other prifoners, and have the fame allowance. All 
are entirely without employment.* 

1779, Aug. 9, Prifoners 44. 

KINGSTON UPON Thames. The aft for preferving the health 
of prifoners was hung up, but little attention paid to it. The 
prifon was dirty, and the prifoners unemployed j the keeper in- 
forming me, that they were not committed for hard labour, 
though one was imprifoned for a year. The three-halfpenny loaf 
weighed feventeen ounces and a quarter. 

1779, March ii, Prifoners 6. 


•.At my Jaft vifu I obferved the conviO* were employed, in C/frir«wr// bridewell, , 
in picking oakum, as I have feen in fome houfes of correftion near the fea Ihore. 
This is a falutary employment, as the ftrong feept of the pitch and tar may connteraft 
any contagions or unhealthy effluvia in the work-rooms. 


KINGSTON 
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KINGSTON TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 1779# March* ii. Debtors 3. 

GUILDFORD BRIDEWELL. 

Three new rooms up ftairs were lately added, and the neceflary 
fewers. The a£t for preferving the health of prifoners painted on a 
board was hung confpicuoufly up in the court. None were at work. 

1779, March 9, Prifoners 3. 

NORFOLK CIRCUIT. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at AYLESBURY. Buck.kc 

HAM SHIRE. 

No alteration. 

Two men, fentence'd for three years, had continued here two years 
and a half ; one of them was much emaciated by confinement 
without work. 

1779, Feb. 25, Debtors 6. Felons &c. 12. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

AYLESBURY. No alteration. 1779, Feb. 25, Prifoners 3. 

NEWPORT PAGNEL. Two cells in the back court of a 
public houfe, feven feet by fix and a half, and fix feet Iiigh. 

The apertures in the doors ten inches by nine. No water ; no 

allowance ; 
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Bucking- 

hamshire, 


allowance ; no employment. The keeper lives dKtant. Salary, 
/,'ao. Ht* pays rent two guineas. 

1779, March 24, "i prifoners. One or two had lately cfcapcd. 
Oftob, 13, S 

WEST-WYCOMB. This prifon was lately remowd from High- 
JVycomhi and the keeper was difmifled at the Michaelmas Seffions, 
1778, for inattention. It confifts of two garrets in the prefent 
keeper’s houfe. The windows are almoft clofed up, by ftrong 
planks nailed acrofs for fecurity. His (alafry, 

1779, April 23, No prifoners. 

BUCKINGHAM TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms below •, one of which is the bridewell : the other for 
felons fifteen feet and a half by twelve. Over thefe are two rooms 
for debtors. No water. Gaoler no falary. Keeper’s falary, ;^2.— 

Over the gate on a board is this infeription : 

“ The Right Honourable Richard Grenville 'femple Lord-Vifeount 
“ Cohbam caufed this Edifice to be ereded at his own expenfe for 
“ the life of this Town and County : The Summer Aflizes being 
“ reftored to this place and fixed here by Aft of Parliament in the 
“ year 1748.” 

1779, *4> No prifoners but a raving lunatic. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at BEDFORD. 

> 

No alteration. The prifon very clean. 

1779, Oft. 16, Debtors 7. Felons &c. 2. Delfertcrs 2. 

I 

J 

COUNTYB RID EWELL at BEDFORD. 
No alteration. This prifon alfo clean. 

1779, Oft. 16, Prifoners 2. 

BEDFORD TOWN GAOL. 

Two new rooms. No apartment for the gaoler: no court: 
no water. 

1779, Oft. 16, No prifoners, 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 

r 

COUNT ’it' GAOL at HUNTINGDON. 

No alteration, but the gaol not clean as formerly. Claufes of aft 
againft fpirituous liquors are hung up. 

Surgeon now Mr. Perkins. 

> 

1779, Sept. 22, Debtors n. Felons &c. 14. Dcfertcrs 4. 


Bedford- 
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

COUNTY GAOL, CAMBRIDGE CASTLE. 

No alteration, but the rooms boarded and made more fecure. • 
1779, Sept. 23, Debtors ai. Felons &c. 2. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at CAMBRIDGE. 

There are now two workrrooms, and two lodging-rooms. 
Mr. Saunders the keeper is attentive and humane^. The prifoners 
have the whole profit of their work. 

1779, Sept. 23, Prifoners 7. 

CAMBRIDGE TOWN GAOL. 

1779, Sept. 23, Debtor i. Felons &c. 2. 

No alteration : but I now give the table of fees. 

An Ac<;ount of the Fees that have been anciently and cuftomarily 
paid to the Gaoler, or Keepef of the Tiolhooth Prifon in the Town 
of Cambridge, viz. 

For every debtor S. D. 

The commitment fee — , 0:6:8 

The withdraught or difchargtng fee which is paid afterwards 7 . ^ ^ 

to the Mayor at every port — — ^ J 

For the care of the prifoner and chamber ptr week -- o : z : 6 

The 17 January 1765 

At the General Quarter Seflions of the Peace held for the Town 
ol Cambridge — We the Juftices — of the faid Town — having reviewed 
the abovefaid Table of Fees, do allow and confirm the fame 

llTm j^orfolk JV Whijkin, Mayor ' Edward Leeds 

{■F H Ewen Elias Sowfier King fFhittred 

CAMBRIDGE 
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CAMBRIDGE TOWN BRIDEWELL. 

In the fpring, 1779, fevcnteen womei; were conl!nctJ in the day- 
time, and fome of them at night, in the work-room, which has no 
fire-place or fewer. This made it extremely oftenfive, and occafioned 
a fever or ficknefs among them, which alarmed the Vice-chancellor , 
who ordered ‘*all of them to be difeharged. Two or three of them 
died within a few days. There are now added two rooms, in one of 
which are five cages about feven feet fquare. ; no fire-place. 

1779, Sept. 23, Prifoners 6, and 1 Lunatic. 

ELY GAOL. 

No alteration, but the walls in the debtors court raifed. 

1779, Sept. 23, Debtors 7. Felon i. and i Lunatic. 

ELY BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. 

1779, ^ 3 * Prifoners 2. 

% 

WISBEACH GAOL and BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. 

1779, March 29, Debtors 2. ImprelTed Men 3. 

Oftob. 10, — I. Felons &c. 1. 

N O R F . O L K. 

COUNTY GAOL, NORWICH CASTLE. 

No alteration, but guard or barrack beds in the dungeon. 

Surgeon now Mr. Brown, Salary, ,^40. 

S At 


L17 

Cam- 
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■ 

At Lent Affize, 1779,' twenty-feven priibhers were carried to 
Tbetfordj andcqnfined there four nights, moft of them in the dungeon. 

' , r ■ 

1779, March. ily Debtors 24. Felons &c. 29. 

NORWICH CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

The prifoners bread allowance noia twelve ounces ; itraw, : 6 : o 
a year. Claufes of aft againfl. fpirituous liquors are hung up. 

The women have ftill. their low night-room, and no feparate day- 
room. The room adjoining, improperly ufed for \(tablcy would be 
very convenient. 

Gaol-delivery being only onte a year, three prifoners muft be 
confined from eight to ten months before their trial : as two were 
committed Nov. 6, 1778, and one woman Aug. 22, 1778. 

1779, March 31, Debtors 19. Felons &c. 5. 

NORWICH CITY BRIDEWELL. 

The prifoners were at work. The daily allowance is two penny- 
worth of bread. The keeper’s falary, ^25. Here is no feparate court 
for the women. 

I did not know, till this vifit, that here are dungeons down fifteen 
fteps i in one part four for the men j and in another part, three for 
the women. In thefe, as in the other rooms, are cribs. It is to be 
hoped that Gentlemen who have made many improvements in their 
gaol, will be fo confiderate as to order thefe cells to be barred to all, 
unlefs to fuch as are very rcfraflory and difobedient. 

1779, March 31, Prifoners 7. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. Norfoi , 

SWAFFHAM. No alteration, but* now licence for beer; — 

'fX' 

and claufes againft fpirituous liquora:^ hung up. Straw, 
cioj. a year. Keeper's falary, £i 6 . Surgeon, Mr. Say: he makes 
a bill. t 

. 1779, March 29, Prifoncrs 1 1, including the Lunatic. - 

WYMUNDHAM. No alteration, but the dungeon arched with 
brick. It is fifteen feet and a half by eight feet, and fix feet. high: 
a dirt floor :• has two apertures at the top, of a foot diameter. 

The Juftices feem to have overlooked a eJaufe in a late aft of 
parliament, “ to prevent the prifoners from being kept under 
“ ground, whenever they can do it conveniently,” * as there is 
abundant room on the premifes. 

In the room up flairs were four dirty pale and fick women at 
work, with padlocks on their legs, though never out in the court 
except on Sundays. The very fmall quantity of ftraw on the 
floor was worn almoft to dufl. 

1779, March 30, ^Prifoners 5. 

A Y L S H A M. In the floor of the work or day-room is a trap- 
door into a dungeon, which is nine feet and a half by fix feet. 

Above flairs are three rooms not fecure. No fire-place ; no flraw : 
the court not fecure ; prifoners in it only on Sundays : no 
water : no fewer : no implements for work : no allowance, but 
two pennyworth of bread a day to vagrants. Keeper’s falary, 

j^i3 : 6 : 8. 

1779, April 1, Prifoners 4. 

* Anno 14 George III. Cap, XLIII. 

Sa ACLE. 
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Norfolk, 


ACLE. A day-room and a room over it. Down nine ftepsf are 
two dark, dungeons, eight feet by five feet ten inches. This prifon 
is quite out of rcpaif/ The date on it is 1633. No court: no 
water accefllble to pitfoiiers ; no allowance : no ftraw. The 
keeper’s lalary, jTiS, 

1779, '’April 2, Prilbnfts none. ^ 

WALSINGI'IAM. A room fifteen feet by eight in the keeper’s 
court-yard, with two dark lodging-rooms about fcven feet fquare, 
and ftraw bn the brick floors. The walls of the court not fecure. 
Prifoncrs in irons. Claufes of aft againfl: Ipirituous liquors not 
hung up. Keeper’s falary, £13:6:8. Fees, 2s. 

1779, Prifoners 2. 

THE T FORD TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Sept. 24, Prifoner i. 

YARMOUTH TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, April 3, Debtors 4. Felons &c. 4. 

YARMOUTH TOWN BRIDEWELL, 

No alteration. 

1779, April 3, Prifoners none. 

LYNN REGIS TOWN GAOL. 

There are proper rooms for debtors, felons, and petty offenders, 
and three cells for the condemned. The Gentlemen of the Corpo- 
ration have been fo compaffionate, as to order cribs in the two rooms , 
for felons, befides ftraw and two coverlids. The gaoler’s falary is 
now £20. 

1779, March 29, Debtors 3. Felons &c. 4. 

Oftober 9, — 3. 2. 

i 


COUNTY 



Norfolk Circuit. 
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COUNTY GAOL at IPSWICH. 

I FOUND this prifon clean, though full of prilbners.* In the centre 
of the ceiling of the new chapel is an aperture covered by a fmall 
turret, which keeps this’room airy and pleafant. AlUprifon chapels 
Ihould be thus fupplied,with frcfli air.* 

Here are no alterations, but the water from the pump conveyed 
through the fewers, which prevents the court-yard, which is fmall, 
from being olFenfivc j and there is allowance to the gaoler for con^ 
veying prifoners to Bury. 

1779, April 5, Debtors 24. Felons &c. 23. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

IPSWICH. Tins prifon is greatly improved. The work-rooms 
and chambers are now twenty feet by thirteen and a half. The 
court forty feet by thirty-four. 

1779, April 5, Prifoners none. 

WOODBRIDGE.* This prifon is much improved. The two 
rooms enlarged, are twenty-eight feet by fixteen : the lower 
room is nine feet high ; to each are three windows and a fire- 
place. The court is enlarged, and made lecure : it is to be hoped 
the Juftices will order a pump. 

1779, April 4, Prifoner i. 

BECCLES. No alteration. No pump in the courtj no feparate apart- 
ments for women, which there might be, as the keeper has a large 

• See Dr. Priejlley's Experiments, See. p. 281. His words arc, “ I would ad- 
“ vife, therefore, that when large rooms arc built, provifion be made for letting out 
the vitiated air at the top of them.'* 

garden. 


Suffolk. 
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girckn. In the room called the Ward, is a window to the ftrcet 
which is Kighly improper, asl have feen numbers of'idleperfons 
crowding about it. , . . . 

1779, Aptil^ Prifoners, 6 Men, 3 Women. 

In this'vifit the keeper Ihewed me* an old table of fees on 
parchment, which I here copy. 

The Gaoler^s Fees for the County of Suffolk agreed upon 129 of 

March 1676 by the Juftices of the Peace underwritten. 

loptimh for evsrf perfon committed in court * 

Item for every perfon committed out of court — — 

Item for every perfoa committed upon warrant or procefs — - 

Item for every perfon committed upon execution — — 

Item to the turnkey — . — . — . 

Item for every perfon upon his acquittal for felony — — 

Item for every perfon committed upon outlawry — — - 

Item for every prifoner lodging in the gaoler’s bed for every night 1 
taking no diet in the houfc — — ■— J ^ 

Taking diet “ . ^ ~ ~ 

If he find his own bed and take diet ~ -.i — 

If he take no diet — - — • — — 

Item for every prifoner that is not a felon that will go into the ward ) 
and lye there for every night •— — —V 

Item if two lye in one bed and take diet in the houfc for both -- 
If they take no diet « ; 

For the twp befi: chambers in the houfc as they can agree. 

Henry Felton Anth. Gawdy ^hoK Edgar 

RobK Brake fbo\ Bacon ChK Shelton 

^h'o. Smith Tho*. Bade 

Ex per Ro. Clarke V. C. P, Com, 
Since allowed by the Judges at the Aflizes at Bury. 

LAVENHAM. 
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D. 
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LAVENHAM. No alteration. Theprilbn is out of repair: a 
prifoner lately efcapecl, for which the keeper wjs Aned, though 
the negleft lay in the magifirates. No^raw. No proper fepara- 
tion of women prifoners : an old out-houfe and liable of the 
keeper’s might be made convenient for them. 

1779, April’ 6, Prifoners. 3. Imprefled Men 15. 

Sept. 25, — 3. 

CLAREi The three prifoners had each a heavy chain, and the 
two tmpreffed men had chains and \ogs. Each pufonev pays a 
penny a da^ for ftraw. No juftices have vifited this prifon for 
fifteen years. 

^ 779 > April 6, Prifoners 3 Women. Imprefled Men 2, 
Sept. 25, — I. 

MILDEN HALL. Two rooms j the lower eleven feet by ten, 
and the upper twelve feet by eight. No fire-place : the prifon 
out of repair: couft not leciire; no fewer. Claufesof ad againft 
Ipirituous liquors not liung up. Keeper’s falary, ^lo. No fees. 

1779, Sept. 24, No prifoners.* 

BURY St. EDMUND’S GAOL. 

They are now repairing the court-yard, and making it fecure by 
ebevaux de frije. 

1779, April 5, Debtors 18. Felons &c. 5. 

^ ♦ The work-houfe, or houfc of induftry for this pari/h, fituatcd near the church, 
was the cleancfl I ever f.ivv. Here were upwards of forty perfons whofe ccuntenanccs 
befpoke their fatisfaftlon and the attention paid to them. If all the parifhes had been 
as careful to promote cleanlinefs and induftry in their own work-houfes, there would 
have been no occafion for other houfes of induftry, moft of which I have vifitcd in 
this and the adjoining county, 

BURY 


Surro;.K. 
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appendix. 

St;. FOLK, BURY BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. 

f 

I779> ^April 5, Pritbners, 2. 

SUDBURY GAOL and BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Sept. 25, No prifoncrs. 

MIDLAND CIRCUIT. 

WARWICKSHIRE. 

Warw.ck. county gaol at WARWICK. 

SHIRE. 

The Juftices of this county have taken the gaol and bridewell 
under confideratlon, and propofe that debtors and felons, and alfo 
men and women, in both, fhall be entirely feparated. A chapel and 
infirmary alfo are defigned. May it not be hoped that Gentlemen lb 
confiderate will not continue the damp and olFcnfive dungeon, which 
has only an aperture level with the court, of three feet two inches 
diameter. 

There were hung up in the debtor’s hall fome rules againft pro- 
fanenefs, rioting, and drunkennefs, wit!, penalties annexed i but I 
was forry to find among them that " Every debtor at his or her firft 
coming muft pay for garnilh 2.r. 6i,” 

1779,' March 26, Debtors 22. Felons &c, 28. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at WARWICK. 

This prifon is to be enlarged and improved. Stt tht Remarks 
above on the county gaol. The keeper’s falary is now ,^40. 

1779, March 26, Prifoners 12. 

COVENTRY 
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HS 

COVENTRY CITY and COUNTY GAOL. Warw,. 

• • 5H1»C£, 

1779, March 16 , Debtors ii. Felons &c. 3. 

Nov. 25, — 5. — 4. Deferters 4. 

• • 

No alte.ation in the, gaol, but a table of fees is now hung up. 

Many rooms ^jiight be made for criminals in the adjoining old 
county -hall i in which cafe the damp unhealthy dungeons need not 
be ufed, and the fexes might be feparatcd. 


Coventry. A TABLE OF DEBTORS FEES, 

* . * 

As /ettlecl — by his Majeily’s Juftices of the Peace for the City of 
Coventry — at the General Quarter Seflions of the Peace held at 
the faid City — the ici day of January 1778 according to — an a6t 
of Parliament — the 32 George the II. — for the Relief of Debtors. 

C. S. D. 

Every prifoncr that lies oa thv keeper’s fide if he has a bed to himfclf j 

pays by the week — — — | o : 2 : 6 

Thofe prllbncrs on the keeper’s fide, and have a bed between two, j 

pays each by the week — — — j o • i 

If on the common fide each prifoner weekly — 0:0 

To the gaoler for difcharglng every prifoncr committed or detained in 7 

his cullody — — — J ^ * *3 

To the turnkey cn every fuch difeharge — 0:2 

To the under-lhcriff frr every di ' iiat-ge ~ — 0:4 

Fc - receiving and entering e\^ny declarrtilon — — - o : i 

For a copy of each warrant again fi: 3rironer — 0:1 

For every certificate of ih" tu. a p. Toner being detained in prifon J 
in order for being dirtli.ir'^'cd — 3 

Maj or. John Minjter. 

John ClarK, *TIjok L. Smith. 


6 

6 


o 

o 

o 

o 


20 March 1778. I have reviewed the above table of fees^ and do 
hereby eftablifli anti confirm the fame 


W. H. ASHURST. 


COVENTRY 


T 
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Warwick- 

shire. 


Leicester^ 

MilRE. 
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COVENTRY CITY BRIDEWELL. 

« • 

The old town-hall is no^ made into a work-lhop, and two lodging- 
rooms for men ; the womei^Hhavc their feparate room, and a fmall court. 
Water is laid ih to both apartments. 

1779, March 26, Prilbncr r. 

Nov. 25, — I. 

BIRMINGHAM TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Aug. 23, Debtors o. Offenders 8. 

LEICESTERSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at LEICESTER. 

No alteration, but an infcription on a board fixed over the gate, 
« That no garnith is allowed to be taken.” 

It was remarked in my former work, that “ the fituation of the 
“ gaol is fo confined, that it cannot be made c6nvenient or healthy.” 
But I might have hinted, that the Cajile Hill is near the Shire-Hall, 
and is a fine fpot for air and water. 

1779, March 27, Debtors 23. Felons &c. 10. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

LEICESTER. The allowance now is two-penny worth of bread 
a day after a month's confinement. Intheprifon is painted on aboard: 

“ By Order of the Court at Eafter Seflions 1778, That there 
‘‘ lhall be no Ale or Beer brought into this Prifon on a Sunday, 
“ nor after 7 o’Clock in the Evening on a Week day.” 

I beg 
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I beg leave to fuggeft, that if a wall were built with brick» LEicr.'iTKR. 
inftead of the clay wall, there would be no need ?or*a chain and a *”*'"'* 
log, to fecure the prifoners in the coprc. The apartments alfo 
would be more airy, and men and women might be feparated, if 
the narrow court were enlarged from the orchard, which is now 
let by thtr'keeper for ^^6 per annum. 

1779, March 27, Prifoners, 4 Men and 4 Women. 

MELTON-MOWBRAY. Noalteration. 1779, Sep. 21, Noprifoners. 

• a 

HINKLEY. No alteration. 1779, March 28, No prifoners. 


LEICESTER TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 
1779, March 27, Debtors 3. Felons &c. 2. 

No alteration j but a table of fees now hung up. 


Borough of Lelcefter in the County of Lekejler. 


A Table of Fees ♦taken by the Keeper of his Majefty’s Gaol for 
the faid Borough, 


For lodging every prifonCr per week — 

For a room, of every perfon who finds his own bed per week —■ 
For the gaol fees for the difeharge of every prifoner — 

For the turnkey — _ — 

A room called the debtors room if they find their own bed to pay 
For the copy of every warrant or commitment — 

For figning a certificate in order to obtain a fuperfedeas — • 

At the delivery of every declaration — “*• 

Attending upon every prifoner to give bail, fpecial bail, habeas or 
any thing nccelTary to go but of gaol for every mile travelling 


f. S. D. 
o : 2:4' 
o : 1:0 

o ; 13 : 4 
o ; 2:0 

o : 1:0 

o : 1:0 

o ; 1:0 

jo : I ; o 


T.2 


Michaelmas 



A P P 1 ^ N D I X. 


14S 

LeICESTF' 
S H I R L . 


Derby- 

ii H I R E . 


Michaelmas Seflions 1776. 

We whofe rwirKS are hereunto fubfcribed three of his Majefty’s 
Juftices of the Peace , fpr the Borough of aforefaid do 

hereby allow the above Fees to be taken (the 13J. and 4</. above 
to the gaoler and the is. to the turnkey where the prifoner again ft 
whom no bill of indictment lliall be found *by the grand jury, and 
who, on his or her trial Ihall be acquitted, or who lhall be dif- 
charged by proclamation for want of profecution, only excepted.) 

Will. Biirleion, Recorder. RoIj'. Peach. Jofb. Johnfon. 

We the Judges of Aflize for the Borough of 'Leicejler aforefaid have 
reviewed and dp hereby confirm the above Table of Fees. Given 
under our hands this aad day of March 1777. 

G. NARES. S. S. SMYTHE. 

LEICESTER TOWN BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration : but the keeper’s falary augmented to ^^5. 

1779, March 27, No prifoners. 

DERBYSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at DERBY. 

No alteration. The aCl for preferving the health of prifoners 
hung up. 

1779, May 14, Debtors 12. Felons &c. 6. impreffed 5. Deferters 3. 

DERBY TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 14, Debtors o. Felons &c. 0. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELL at CHESTEP,FIELD. 

§ 

No alteration. This prifbn is quite out of repair. A court might 
be made in one of the keeper’s gardens. 

1779, May 14, Prifoner I. Imprefled Men 3. Deferter i. 

CHESTERFIELD GAOL. 

No alteration. ^ I found in this prifbn a ftrong bedftead, which 
had been compaflionately left by a poor prifoner, that it might be 
fonie relief to*his unhappy fucceflbrs. 

1779, May 14, Debtors none. 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at NOTTINGHAM. 

The felons court is more airy, the wall being now palifaded j and 
there is an entire reparation of debtors and felons. There is a new 
room for the turnkey, and adjoining, a dark lodging-room for women. 

1779, Sept. 19, Debtors 12. Felons &c. 5. 

NOTTINGHAM TOWN GAOL. 

1779, Sept. 19, Debtors 2. Felons &c. none. 

No alteration, but a table of fees hung up. 

f'civii 


DeR B Y^ 
bHI RE. 


V. 


NoTTI NG- 
H A M S H IRC. 
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Notting- 

H AMSHlRi:, 


^ovm of Nottingham j 

A Tabl^ 6f Fees to^be token by the Gaoler or Keeper of his 
Majcfly’s Gaol for the Town of Nottingham j of Prifoners con- 
fined for Debt theri^, as fettled by us — Juftices of the Peace — 

< 

on Thurfday the Tenth Day of April, One Thoufand Seven 
Hundred and Scventy-feven— as follows : 

S. D. 

?0T the lodging and board of each prifoner, when he lodges and diets 7 

with the gaoler, week, feven Ihillings. — — jo . y . o 

For each prifoner when fuch prifoncr hath a room and a bed of the i 

gaoler and diets himfelf, by the week, two (hillings. — j* o . ^ . o 

® t • 


For each prifoncr when ha hath a room of the gaoler, and finds his | 
own bed and diets, by the week, fix pence. — — • j 

For the difeharge of each prifoner, thirteen fliillings and four pence. 0:13:4 

For the turnkey for the fame, one (hilling and four pence. — 0:1:4 


The gaoler is to take notice, that if he takes more than the above 
iims he is liable to forfeit to the party aggriev’d for each offence the 
Lim of fifty pounds, (exclufive of the penalties infl[i<5led by former a6ls). 

And the faid Juftices do order and direft, that the clerk of the 
)eace for this town and the county thereof, ‘do as foon as conveni- 
ntly may be, put up a copy of this table in fome confpicuous open 
)lace within the gaol of the faid town, in order that the fame may 
)e infpefted as occafions may require, and be preferved within the 
aid gaol and reforted to by the faid prifoners at all reafonable times 
n the day-time without paying any thing for the fame, after the ori- 
ginal table (whiclt is now ingrolTcd on parchment, and is intended to 
3e filed amongft the records of this court) has been reviewed and 
confirmed, or moderated by the Judge of Affize at the next Afiizes' 
to be holden for this town. 

W. H. ASHURST. 

'Tho. Sands, Mayor. Rich, Butler, Aid. John Fellows, Aid. 

HOTTING- 
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NOTTINGHAM TOWN BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. Here is a mill for grinding horlJj-ljeans. 

1779, Sept. 19, No fJrifoners. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at SOUTHWELL. 
No alteration. A court for the women might be made out of the 
keeper’s gardcH. 

1779, Sept, ao, Prifoncrs 17. ' 

NEWARK TOWN GAOL and BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Sept.’ 10, Prifoners none. Deferters 2. 

BASFORD PRISON. 

No alteration.' 

1779, Prifoners 2. 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL, LINCOLN CASTLE. 

No alteration. Thead ^orpreferving the health of prifoners not hungup. 
1779, May 6, Debtors 22. Felons 14. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

GAINSBOROUGH. No alteration. 1779, May 6, Prif. 5. Lunat. 3. 

FOKINGH AM. No alteration. Prifon out of repair. A lunatic 

has been confined here fome years. 

% 

1779, May 5, Prifoners 2. 

SPALDING. No altenation, but a pump in the court, which not 
being fecure, the prifoners have no accefs to it. The furgeon’s 

falary 


Notting- 

hamshire, 


Lincoln- 

shire. 
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Lincoln- 

SHIR£. 


Rutlan D- 

SH JRE« 
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t 

falary — A diftrafted wortian has been confined about three 
years. In the laft nine years the keeper had 387 prilbners. 

1779, ‘March 29, Prifoners 13. 

: !:Oftob. II, — 2. 

STAMFORD TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration, but theprifon fimlhed*at the town hall. 

1779, Sept, a I, Prijiners none. 

■ ^ . . * 

BOSTON TOWN GAOL. 

This is alfo the bridewell. Two damp offenfive rooms about 
fourteen feet fquare, and over them, two rooms for women, and two 
rooms adjoining for debtors. No court; no wa^. ,<;laules of 
aft againft fpirituous liquors not hungup. Salary, as gaoler ^10. 
as keeper 5. Fees, o.s. 6 d, 

1779, Oft. II, Debtors none. Felons &c. 2. 

LINCOLN CITY and COUNTY. GAOL. 

No alteration. The aft for preferving the health of prifoners 
not hung up. 

1779, May 6, Debtor i. Felons none. 


R U T L A 
COUNTY GAOL at 


N D R 


E. 

O A A M. 

The whole prifon is thatched. There were no' rooms proper for the 
reparation of mq»-.and women, or of bridewell prifoners from felons, but 
lately a room is made in the barn for thatpurpofe. The aft for preferv- 
ing the health of prifoners not hung up. The furgeon now Mr. Berry. 

1779, March 28, Debtors 5. Felons &c. 5. Deferters 3. 

Sept. '21, — 3. -- I. 


1. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at NORTHAMPTON. NoKT:.Ar. 

* I • roN’iHii;:.. 

1779, March 25, Debtors 14,* Felons &c. 9. 

Nov. 24, — 15. — 15. 

The gaol clean, and the gaoler attentive and humane to his pri- 
loners; debtor^ felons, and petty /offenders at work, fpinning, making 
pegs for flioemakers, &:c.. Gaoler’s falary ,^30. 

Two PENCE a day is allowed for meat, to each of the felons. The 
chapel is in a more convenient fituation than formerly. The table 
of fees is now figned and^ hung up. That which the gaoler flicwed me 
on my former vifils was neither dated, figned, nor hung up ; which 
occafioned my faying in my former work, “ No table of fees.” 


NorthamptouJJAre, to wit. 

At the General Quarter Seflions of the Peace — holden at North- 
miptoHy in and for the faid County on Thurfday — the Si.xtecnih 
Day of January, in the Seventeenth Year of the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George the Third — before the Reverend John 
Hill, Doftor of ; Ambrofe IJted, Efq. Brook Bridges, anil 
Charles Addington, Clerks; Jufticesofourfaid Lord theKing, he. 

It is ordered, by this Court, that the following Rates and 
Fees be taken by the Keeper of his Majelly’s Gaol for the faid 


County ; and no other. 

For the lodging of every prifoner for debt, in his houfe, per week 
For the difeharge of every fuch prifoner out of cullody for debt — 

Ditto to the turnkey — — — 

For the copy of every warrant — — 

For figriing a certificate, in order to obtain a fuperfedeas — 

For rcgiflering a declaration — — 

For attending with every prifoner in order to give bail, or be otherwife 
difeharged for debt, within the town of Northampton — 

u. 


c. S. D. 

o : 2:0 

O : 13 : .f 
o : 2:0 

o : 1:0 

o : 2:0 

o : 1:0 

|o ; 2:0 

An'u 
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TONliHiRE, 


jk -p N D I X. 

And it is further ordered* &at the above Table of Fees be laid 
before the J^idges, at the next^JlTizes to be holden for the laid county, 
for their revifal and co^^piajdon j and, if the fame ihall be fo con- 
firmed, that a copy; hung up in fome confpicuous part of 

the prifon, arid another cbpjifiii'the grand-jury gallery. 

' ' ■■ f ■ 

Py the Court, • 

, ; , , Clerk of the Peace. 


Wzy the icif the county of Nortbamptony have re- 

viewed, and do hereby confirm, the above-written Table of Fees. 
Given und<;r our hands, at the Aflfizes 'Iholden at Northampton^ 
the fourth day jQsf March, 1777. 



S. S. SMVTHE. O. NARES. 




C O U N B R IDE WELLS. 

KETTERING. This prifon is in the back-court of the keeper’s 
public houfe. A rc»m for men eighteen feet and a half by fif- 
teen and a half. Do^ three’ fteps a lodging-room eight feet by 
five and a half, with;!^ aperture in the floor fifteen inches by 
eleven. Court mnetCen feet and a half fquare. For women, 
a feparate court, and. ,a: room about the fame fize as the men’s 
day-room: clay floors r;W|ndows clofe glazed. No water: no 
fewer. Claufes of ad agairifl; fpirituous liquors not hung up. 
Keeper’.s falary, ;^ia, Fe^,^a>. 6 Receives rent of the county 
,^15 : 10 : o. 

1779, Od. la, Prifoners a. 


OUNDLE. Severai rooms in a m houfe rented by the* 
county. Keeper’s falary, a. Ftses,.^3J. 6<^. Notable. 

,779, S.pt.4a.7 


Od. la; 




NORTH- 



Midland Circuit. NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
NORTHAMPTON TOWN G^A^OL. 

u 

Two rooms for felons, and one for debtl^. The Gentlemen of the 
Corporation have made a court for the debtors and felons, with fewers, 
&c. Felons allowance,* two pence a day. The gaoler is a bailiff 
and flieriff’s officer: has no falary: pays rent £3. Fees, 13 j. 4^. 
No table. 

1779, March 25, Debtor i. Felons &c, none. 

J^ov. ^24, — I, Delcrtcr i. 

PETERBOROUGH GAQL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Sept. 21, Drf)tor i. 

PETERBOROUGH BRIDEWELL. 

* No alteration,, 

1779, Sept. 21, Prifoner i, 

BRACKLEY GAOL. 

A room called the Dungeon, four feet fquare, under the ftair-cafe 
of the town-hall. An oval aperture in the door eight inches by fix. 
The conftable is gaoler. No court : no water. 

1779, Odt, I3» Noprifoners. 

Ua 


>55 


North ' mp- 

TONShIRC. 


OXFORD 



156 


« A* P P 'E N D I X. 

■ $ 

rA 

OXFORof CIRCUIT. 

B E K¥jit* SHIRE. 

Berkshus. COljrNTY GA6L at reading. 

No alteration. The cominon-lide debtors pay one fhilling and 
fix pence, and the ma(ler«fi 4 e two Ihillings and fix pence a week for 
lodging. No table of fees. The chapel is much too fmall. The 
aft for preferving the health of prifoners is painted on a board in the 

•. A 

debtors court. 

1779, April a I, Debtors 9. Felons &c. 9. impreffed Men 19. 
COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

1 

>r 

READING. No altera|ion. The prifon is dirty and out of repair. 
The county pays rent to the corporation. Men and women toge- 
ther in the day-time. ' Ojily one prifoner fpinning. The wheels 
and hemp-blocks are tfJ'^Jteeper’s property.' Allowance to petty 
offenders, two five-farthing loaves each, every Sunday, and one 
every week-day. Claufes of the aft againft fpiritUous liquors 
hung up : and there were .painted on a board, fome Orders proper 
to be obferved in the bfldcjwell, approved by J. P. Andrews 
and Ferd. Collins, Juftices, at the Quarter Seffions, April a8, 1778. 

1779, April n, 1’ Prifoners 7. 

READING TOWn GAOL. 

No alteration, 

* 779 » No’prifoners. 


« ABINGDON 



Oxford Circuit. 


*57 

Berkshire. 


B E R JC S H I*R E. 

...ABINGDON BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration, but fomewhat cleaiiw, as lately white- wa(hed. 

' 1779, April 22, Prifoners 3. 

ABINGDON TOW'n GAOL. 

Several rooms over a gateway. iThc firft floor is for debtors. 
The rooms fctf felons ^c. are above. No court : no water. Al- 
lowance to felons, three pence a day. Keeper, one of the fergeants 
at m.^e •• no falary. Fees, Debtors 3s. Felons 6s. %d. No 
table ; licence for beer. 

177 9j» April 22, Debtor 1. Felons &c. o. 

WINDSOR CASTLE PRISON. 

No alteration. The preamble in the table of fees (for the Honour and 
Caftle Wind/or) recites, *'that complaint having been made to me 
“ of fome abufcs and irregularities committed in demanding and rc- 

“ ceiving fees, the table being defaced* fo that the words and 

" figures arc hardly legible,” — This table was made, the firft year of 
George \l. May lOth, 1728. fubfcribcd, Carlijk. There feems the 
fame ground of cpmpkint with refped to. the prefent table being de- 
faced. As the fees are lower here than in moft other prifons, the 
table fliould b^ preferved to prevent impofitions. 

1779, March 10, Prifoner i. 

WINDSOR TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

, 1779, March. 10, Prifoner 1. 

WALLINGFORD TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, 'April 22, Prifoner 1. 

Oft, 20, — o. 


COUNTY 



I5S 


OxrORD- 

SHIKH. 


• A ‘P P JB N D I X. 

O X F O R : D S H I R E. 

f • 

COUNTY OXFORD CASTLE. 

• Chaplain npw Rev. !N^r. Xlotton. 

It is very probable, that the rooms in this'caftle arc;jthe fame that 
the prifoners oceupicd,. at the time of the Black JJjftze. The wards 
are clofc and offenfiv?, fo that if crowded, I fhould not greatly won- 
der to hear of another fatal affize at Oxford. 

1779, Feb. 25, Debtors 12. Felons 8tc. 15. 

July 29, — 13,, — 4. 

C O U N T y B R I D E W E L L S. 

THAME. No alteration in the houfe^ but in February the prifoners 
were carding and ginning. Claufes of aft againft fpirituous li- 
quors not hung up. .. From midfummer lyjS to midfummer 
1779, twenty-fix perfOdlj,jyere committed to this prifoh. 

1779, Feb. 25, Prifoners 4. 

Oft. 20, — o. , . 

WITNEY. No alteration in the houfe. The prifoners were at 
work : the keeper now is a manufacturer, and employs them all. 
He pays them for their work, two pence a pound for the cl>ain, 
and three halfpence for the /boott lb that each earns about three 
pence a day. 

1779, February 26, Pilfoners 7. 


COUNTY 



Oxford Circuit. WORCJISTER S*H IRE. 

COUNTY GAOL, WORCESTER CASTLE. 

. • 

The caflle-yard is raifed and gravelled. A workman for a guinea 
a year keeps the hand-ventilator always in repair. ^ A larger and 
inore convenient room is now fitted up for a chapel. I found this 
prifon very e-lean, cfpecially the debtors apartments. The adl for 
preferving the health of prifoners is written on papery and hung up. 

1779, May 18, Debtors 19. Fdons &c. 8. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at WORCESTER. 

Here I found a new keeper : the prifon very clean : and a window 
in the men’s night-room up ftairs. The prifoners were employed, 
beating hemp. 

1779, May 18, Prifoners 6. 

WORCESTER CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

No ‘alteration : the keeper does not now pay the window-tax. In 
refped to cleanlinefs, this is a contrail to the two prifons immediately 
preceding. 

1779, May 18, Debtors 6. Felons &C.4, ImprelIedMen3. Deferters 2. 

KIDDERMINSTER TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms called dungeons about ten feet by eight, down fix ferps, 
under the maiket-houfe. No court : no water ; no fewer : Debtors 
. from the Court of Requefis are cleared in forty days. The cryer is 
keeper, has a Hulling a month for attendance, and a Hulling for flraw. 

1779, Aujgult 30, No prifoners. 


M9 


Won ens- 

TERSIIIRE. 


STAFFORD- 



i 62 


A P P 15 N D I X. 


Shrop- 

shire. 


l. S. D, 

To the gaoler for entering in his bo(>kt every charge upon fnch debtor d. : i i o 
For the copy oFevIry iheritPs werrmt (if demanded) ' — 0 ; i ; o 

Bat the debtors to have recourfe to fee the book of commitment 
(if demanded) grads. 

To the gaoler for every debtor if detained upon two or more anions, y ' 
fifteen fliillings, including the five fliillings upon commitment W : 15 : o 
and no moic •— •-» > — 3 

For receiving and entering every deehuration againft debtors in cuftody o : 1:0 
For every certificate in order for a fuperfedeas, or in order to fue out 1 
a rule of conrt •— — — • “ 1 ’ 


6 


Fess for the Gaoler fbr Felons or other Crimes. 

b » 

To the gaoler for the difeharge of every prifoner found gnilty of 1 
felony •— * — ■ If at Afiizes — J * 

To the gaoler for the difeharge of every prifoner found guilty ofv 
felony -*• — > If at Selfioas — j * 

To the gaoler for the difeharge of every prifoner committed for a % 
certain time, or fined and committed until paid, or bailed out of Co ; 
gaol, or fuperfeded by a juftice or juftices of the peace — J 
But if continued in gaol three months or upwards — o ; 


For the copy of every commitment (if defired) — 0 

For every certificate of commitment, fn order to fue out a terpus 0 

The following Articles to be allowed by the County. 

To the gaoler for the difchaige of every perfon charged with felony,^ 
or other crime, or as an accefihry thereto, againft whom no bill 
of indiflment lhall be found by the grand jury, or who on his or 
her trial fhall be acquitted, or who lhall be dlfcharged by pro- 
clamation for want of profecutkm-^If at Affixes — 

If It Seffions 




7 : 8 


o 

o 

6 


13 : 4 


ChaK Baldwyni W. T, Davenperti Smith, Juftices 

Auguft 13th 1778. Allowed aad confirmed the aboveTable of Fees, 

by us \ 

J. SKYNKER, 0. NARES, JudgeS of AffiZe. 

COUNTY 



Oxford Circitit, . 5 H R 6 P S H *1 K E, &c. 

■W.4- 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at SHREWSBURY. 

» i 

Herb is a new work-room. Half a Cwt. of coals is allowed 

weekly from Michaelmas to the Lent aflize. 

^ •• 

I77J, May 15, Prifoners 6 . 

Aug. 24, — 8. 

SHREWSBURY TOWN GAOL aud BRIDEWELL, 

At the Cajik-gatet confifts of liindry rooms over the gateway. 

• • 

A.dowance to criminals, three halfpence a day. Fees, Debtors ^s. 6 d. 
Criminals ^s, 6 d. no table. Gaoler’s falary, ^5. 

1779, May 15, No prifoners. 

Aug. a4i Debtor i. 

LUDLOW TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Prifoners none. Deferter i. 

July 27, — 2. 

HEREFORDSHIRE. 

COUNTY GA^L at HEREFORD. 

No alteration, but the chfpel boarded, and now dry. Here I 
found feveral convifts, two of whom had been ordered to the Thames 
at fummer affize, 1777. ^ 

i 779 > May 17, Dcbtori, 19. Felons &c. 9. Imprefled Men 6. 

X a COUNTY 


16 j 


Shrop- 

shire. 


Hereford- 

shire* 



t64 


llERErORD* 

fcHlRli. 


Mon- 

MOUl H- 
5H1KE. 


‘ A ‘P P E N D I X 

ft ' 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at HEREFO'RD. 

« • » 

» -t 

1779, May 17. The prironers were in the county gaol, and they 
were repairing this prifon, for the crofs-wall fallen in. But the 
fpot on which it is built is fo confined, that it cannot be convenient. 
Only two rooms are defigned fqr work and lodging fo** both fexes ; 
and as there is no court, the fei^crs mull make thefe rooms very un- 
healthy. It might .h&ve beei^ better if the Gentlemen had thought of 
building the bridewell in one of the two very fpacious gardens ad- 
joining to the county gaol, and occupied b)' the gaoler j then, if 
they had no chapel, the prifoncrs (as thofe in Sbrewjbufy bridewell) 

might have the privilege of public worlhip in the county gaol. 

■» 

HEREFORD CITY GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 17, Debtors 4. Felons &c. none. 

MONMOPTHSHIRE. , 

COUNTY GAOL at MONMOUTH. 

No alteration. Ten of the twelve felons &c. were convifts, four 
of them at the fummer affizc in 1775. 

1779,' June a. Debtor! Felons &c. 12. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at U b K. 

The rooms that are now building will t4|omc finall improvement 
of this prifon. The prifoners have fomc tmow^ncc, 'The fpinning- 

wheels. 



Oxford Circuit. M O N M d?iij T H S HIRE, &c. 

wheels, &c. are not provided by the . county. The keeper has all 
the profit of the work. , 

* 779 > 8, Prifoners 7. 

^MOr^MOtJTH TOWN GAOL. 

A ROOM on the firlb floor for debtors, and another over it for 
felons. No couht ; no water. Allowance to felons, two pence a day. 

Gaoler’s falary, ,^4. 

1779, June 2, No priloners. 

G L b U *C E S T E R S H I R E. 

COUNTY GAOL, GLOUCESTER CASTLE. Glouces, 

T k; R S H 1 R e , 

No alteration. Eight prifoners died about Chriftmas 1778, of 
the fmall pox. No proper feparation of the fcxcs, or of the bride- 
well prifoners from the reft. From the magiftrates inattention to this 
important point, there is the moft licentious intercourfe j and all the 
endeavours of the chaplain to promote reformation, mu ft necefiarily 
be defeated, where the moft abandoned are daily encouraging the 
others in vice. Five or fix children have lately been born in this gaol. 

Eleven of the twenty-four felons fines without any allowance 
Claufes of aft againft fpirituous liquors, and the^aft for preferving^ 
the health 'of prifoners not hung up. 

1779, June I, Debtors 16. Felons &c. 24. 

COUNTY I D E W E L L S. 

LA^EORD’s GATE, BRISTOL. 

Jfo alteration. 

1779, Feb. 8, Prifoners 4. 

Sept.. I, — " 5 * 


16" 

Mon- 

mouth- 

iilllKE. 


BERKLEY. 



i66 


Gi.ouces- 

TERbHlRE. 


Hampshire. 


A P P JE N D I X. 

BJIRKLEY. No alteration;/' The keeper pays out of his’falary 
of a year to.the poor of the parlfli for ground-rent. 

1779, June 9, No prifoners. 

CIRENCEJJTER. No alteration. 1779, June 9, Pfifoners 6 . 

WINCHCOMB. No alteration. The prifon .quite ruinous. 
The old keeper is dead j ‘ and his nephew (who is now keeper) 
faid, that “ he.lhould be obliged to put irons on all the prifoners 
to fecure them.” 

1779, May 19, Prifoners npne. 

St. BRIAVELL’s GAOL for. debtors. 

5 { 'No alteration. 

1779, June 2, No prifoners. 

GLOUCESTER CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 
No alteration, but white-walhed once a year. The city bridewfil 
at the Eaft-gate is now taken down. 

1779, June VI, Debtor i. Felon &c. i. 


WESTERN CIRCUIT. 


HAM P . SHIRE. 


COUNTY G A O L A t; W I N C H E S T E R. 

The beds are all on cribbedi^|ds. The gaol Was clean. The 
aft for preferving the health of prifo^lSWftS painted on a board, and* 
hung in the court, by order of the juft^^i,;' 

The chapel is very 1 o\y and inconvefl|ra:t. 


1779, March I, Debtors ) 2. Felons &c. 26. 


THE 



Western Circuit. . H A M P S H I R* E. 

» 

THE C HEY NET COURT. 

No alteration. 

1779, Marcii I, No prifoners, 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

WINCHESTER. No alteration.. There is only me dt^-nom 
for men and women. There were four yaungwmen among the 
prifoners. 

^1779^ March i, Prifoners ii. 

GOSPORT. No alteration! i779> March 5 , Prifoners 9. 

ODIAM. No alteration. i779> March 10, Prifoners 5. 

NEWPORT in xht IJle of Wight. The bridewell for twenty-eight 
parifties, and the town gaol, are now both in the old work-houfe, 
four rooms being appropriated to that purpofe. There are two 
keepers, one for the county bridewell, whole falary is ,£19 : 5 : o. 
the other for the gaol, whofe falary is — The poor are removed 

to a houfe of induftry (which I vifited) j it was lately erefted for 
the twenty-nine pariflies, or whole ifland. 

1779, March 5, No prifoners. 

S O U T H A M P T O N. 

THE BAR GATE. Sheriff’s Ward. Some alteration in tlie 
two rooms : but the fewer was ofFenfive. 

1779, March 3, Debtors 3. 

THE GAOL, No alteration. 1779, March 3, j Prifoner. 

BRIDEWELL. No alteration. 1779, March 3, i Prifoner. 

PORTSMOUTH 


167 

Hampshire. 
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Devok- 

S i i I R E . 


Cornwall. 


A* P P E N D I X. 

SHERIFF’S WARD, EXETER. 

No alteraiiop. One debtor, on attachment from the Court of 
Chancery, has continued lierc from May 1758, who would not take 
the benefit of the infolvent afts. 

' 1779, Jan. 31, Debtors 36. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL lx EXETER. 

Here are fome improvements for the feparation of men and 
women : but all were unemployed, and their countenances befpoke 
mifery and negleft. The furgeon and two or three prifoners have 
died of the gaol fever fince my vifit in 1775. 

1779, 5 > Prifoners 27. 

EXETER CITY AND COUNTY GAO L. 

No alteration. Ope woman fick, having been confined three years 
in the clofe ward on the felons fide. 

1779, Jan. 31, Debtors 2. Felons &c. 2. 

PLYMOUTH TOWN, GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Feb. 3, Debtor i. Felons none. 

CORNWALL. 

COUNTY GAOL at LAUNCESTON. 

Here is a new gaol for men felons, confiding of four cells, a day- 
room, and a court. Over the rooms are the gaoler’s apartments. 
Adjoining is the old gaol, which is tp be repaired for women felons, 
as £$00, of the king’s bounty of £l$po, is appropriated to that 
purpofe. 

1779, Feb. 4» Felons 4. 


COUNTY 



Western Circuit. . CORNWALL, '&c. i m 

ft • 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at BODMIN. CoR^uur 
No alteration. 

1779, Feb. 4, Prifoners 13. 

S E R I F F’s* W A R D at BODMIN. 

This prifon will foon be difcontinued. 1779, Feb. 4, Debtors 13. 

I 

A VERY convenient and fpacious county gaol and houfe of correc- 
tion, with feparate and folitary rooms of confinement for each pri- 
foncE, has lately been creded. It is built on an eminence, where 
is a conftant currejiic of water. There is a good houfe for the keeper, 
a chapel, infirmary, &c. By this Ipirited exertion, the Gentlemen of 
tills County have ereded a monument of their humanity, and attention 
to the health and morals of prifoners.* 

SOMERSETSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at IVELCHESTER. SoMURSKr- 

ill I fit. 

No alteration. ^Thomas Hayes, who was committed by order of the 
Ecclefiaftical Court, was releafed by a claufe inferred in the infolvent act. 

The adl for preferving the health of prifoners not hung up. 

1779, Feb. 7, Debtors 33. Felons &c. 15. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

TAUNTON. No alteration. All the prifoners were in irons. 

■ 1779, Sept. 2, Prifoners 10. 

* I beg leave here to pay my acknowledgment* to John Call, Efq. a worthy 
magillrate of this county, who has taken unwearied pains in this bufinefs, for his 
prefent of a very elegant drawing and plan of this prifon. 

Y 2 


SHEPTON- 



17 ^ 


Somerset- 

f 11 1 R i; . 


Yorkshiri, 


' A* P P E N D I. X. 

SHEPTON-MALEET.. No alteration, but white-wafted- twice 
a year# • 

1779, 'Feb. 7, Prifoners 19.. 

BRISTOL CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

No alteration. The gaoler ftill attentive with refpeft to cleanlinefs. 
1779, Feb. Sj Debtors 44. Felons &c.* 21. 

Sept; i, — 47. •— 9. 

BRISTOL CITY BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. The prifon dirty : ftill no employment. 

* • <' 

1779, Feb. 8, Prifoners 8. 

BATH CITY GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Feb. 10, Debtors 10. Offenders 2. 

BRIDGEWATER TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Sept. 2, No prifoners. 

' r 

NORTHERN CIRCUIT. 
YORKSHIRE. 

COUNTY G,AOL, YORK CASTLE. 

No alteration: but as the. jfowd jury prefented the gaol, and 
determined, that a feparat)Olii,(ff' felons, and alfo rooms for the fick 
-were neceffary ; the ground Was marked out for an additional build- 
ing, oppofite to the new ftirc-lwU. 

1779, 7 * D6btors.i7di Felons &c. 14. 

June 28, — , 73 * — 16. 

COUNTY 



Northern Circuit, . Y O R K S H’ I *R E. 


173 


COUNTY BRIDEWE;.,LS. 

WEST-RIDING, WAKEFIELD. 

» 

No jdteration, but the infirmary finifhcd, confiding of two good 
rooms arched with brick, twenty-one feet and a half by feventeen. 
1779, May 13, Prifoncrs 20. ImprelTed Men 4. 

N O R T H-R I D I N G, T H I R S K. 

No alteration. 

•• * 

1779, June 28, Prifoners 2, and i Lunatic. 

EAST-RIDING, BEVERLY. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 7, Prifoner i. 

BEVERLY TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 7, Debtors 2. Criminals none. 

HAL L-G A R T H, for debtors. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 7, Prifoner i. 

YORK CITY AND COUNTY GAOL. 

Water is now laid into this prifon. There is a new room for 
prifoners committed on fufpicion of felony, thirty-one feet by fourteen, 
with oppofite and lofty windows, and a chimney. 

The aft for preferving the health of prifoners, painted on a boart!, 
is hung up in the debtors hall. Gaoler’s falary now ^10. 

1779, May 7, Debtors 12, Felons 2. 


Yorkshire. 


YORK 



‘74 


Yorkshire, 


*A ‘P p E N D I ,x. 

t 

YORK CITY BRIDEWELL. . • 

No alteration.* Some prifoners were employed in making cement 
for the bricklayers. 

1779, May 8, Prifoners^ 4. 

June a8, — 8. 

I 

St. P E T E R’s gaol. 

No alteration, only lately white-walhed. 

1779, May 8, Debtors 2. Felon &c, i. 

June 28, — 5. — I. 

t • 

RICHMOND GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 8, Debtors 6, Petty Offender i. 

RIPPON LIBERTY GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 8, Debtors 3. 

RIPPON GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 8, Debtor i. Petty Offender i. 

KNARESBOROUGH PRISON, 

For Debtors in the Honour or Foreft of Knarejborough. 

The largeft room is now boarded, has a chimney, and the window 
glazed. 

1779, May 8, No prifoners. 

KNARESBOROUGH PRISON, for Town Debtors. 

No. alteration. 

1779, prifoners. 


KNARES- 



'75 


Northern Circuit. Y O R K S H* I 'R E. 
KNARESBOROUGH TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 8, No prifoners. 

DONCASTER TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779,’ June 27, No prifoners. 

BRADFORD PRISON, 

For Debtors from the Court of Requefts, for Halifax, Bradford, &c. &c. 

A NEW prifon, confining of four rooms, and a work-room. Court 
not fccure : no water. Deputy keeper pays rent : 5 : o a year 
for his houfe to the gaoler j who pays rent to the clerk of the court, 
by whom he is appointed. Prifoners arc difeharged at the end of 
three calendar months. Fees, ^s. See the Alt * 

1779, May 13, Prifoners 12. 

1 . EEDS TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 13, No prifoners. 

KINGSTON UPON HULL TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 

No alteration, but the aft for preferving the health of prifoners . 
painted on a board is hung up. 

1779, Ma^7, Debtors 8. Felon 1. 

KINGSTON UPON HULL BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 7, Prifoners ii. Lunatics 2; one of them is the raving 
lunatic whom i found at all my former vifits. 


Yor ksiiirc. 


17 th Geo. III. Cap. XV. 


SHEFFIELD 
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A* P P E N D I X. 


Yorkshire. 


Durham. 


SHEFFIELD PR ISON, for debtors.. 

* • 

No alteration. 

1779, ‘May 14, Prifoners 8. 

SHEFFIELD TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration, 

1779, *4» priioners. 

BATLEY PRISON, for debtors. 

No alteration, but a new table of fees dated 26th of July 1775, 
fimilar to the former. 

1779, *3» J^ofoners 18. 

HALIFA 3 i^ PRISON, for debtors. 

; No alteration. 

1779,; May 13, Prifoners 5. 

D U R H A M. 

COUNTY GAOL at DURHAM. 

No alteration. Five bo^s between thirteen *id fifteen years of age 
were confined with the moft. profligate and abandoned. — The bifliop 
has humanely filed bills in Chancery for the. recovery of the legacies 
of bifhop Crewt and bifhop Wood. 

1779, June ^ 9 ) Debtors 14. Felons &c. 22. Deferter i. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL%t DURHAM. 

The houfe was clean; the prifoners were at work, and their 
looks befppkc the attention of a good keeper, who now refidcs in the 
prifon. His falary, ,£30 a year,. 8n#>en guineas from the rents of 
the adjoining houfes. 

1779, June 29, Prifoners 9, and 3 Lunatics. 

NEWCASTLE 



Northern Circuit. . NEWCASTLE* upon T Y N E. 


177 


NEWCASTLE TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 

# • 

The gaoler has licence for beer and wine. The ad for preferving 
the health of prifoners painted on a board is hung up both on the 
debtors,aftd felons fide. — A palifaded wall is ereded at’a little diftance 
from the felons window, to prevent files, &c. being conveyed t( 
them. 

1779, June 30,' Debtors 13. Felons &c. 4. 

A BRIDEWELL at NEWCASTLE. 

A NEW. buildiftg is *now added, confifting of fix rooms : three 0 
them on the ground floor, feventeen feet by twelve, and arched witi 
brick. The walls of the court not being fecure, no accefs to it fo; 
prifoners. Allowance, two pence a day and firing. Keeper, a fergean 
at mace: has no falary but the profit of the prifoners work. — Tin 
water is lately brought near the prifon. Where prifoners are alway: 
locked up, there fliould be water and a fink in each apartment, as 1 
have fcen in foreign houfes of corredion. 

1779, June 30, Prifoners 7. 

A SMALL GAOL AT NEWCASTLE, tower of the Clofe. 

No alteration. 

1779, June 30, Prifoncr i. 

NORTHUMBERLAND. 

COUNTY GAOL at MORPETH. 

No alteration ; but the ad for preferving the health of prifoners, 
painted on a board, was hung up in the debtors hall or chapel. 

1779, July j, Debtors 10. Felons &c. 6. 

Z COUNTY 


Nr.WC NOT EK 


Northum- 

berland, 
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Northu M- 

BERLAND. 


Berwick, 


Cumber* 

D, 


COUNTY BRIDE, L at MORPETH* 

No ^Iteration. , 

1779, July I, Prifoners j. 


BERWICK UPON T W F. F. D. 

No alteration. 

1779, Debtors 2. Felons &c. none. Imprefled Men 8. 

C U M B E R L A* N ’D. 

COUNTY GAOL at CARLISLE. 

’ Here are.fome improvements. The felons have now a feparate 
court. Two rooms over the felons wards, which have been ufed as 
tap-rooms, feem to be Intended for the women’s ward : but I found 
that three men and four women lodged in one of thefe rooms. The a6l 
for prefcrving the health dF prifoners not hung pp. 

1779, May 10, Debtors 32. Felons &c. 21. French prifoners 12. 

• 

CARLISLE CITY GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 10, Debtors 2 Men, i Woman. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at COCKERJ^OUTH. 

No alteration. The infccurity of this bridewell is the reafon 
(I fuppofc) that many for fmall offences are fent to the county gaol. 

1779, , May 10, No prifoners. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at APPLEBY. 

0 • 

No alteration. The aft for preferring the health of prifoners not 
hung up. 

1779, May 9, Debtors 8. Felons t. 

I 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

APPLEBY. No alteration. i779> May 9, No prifoners. 
KENDAL. No alteration. 1779, May 1 1, No prifoners. 

KENDAL TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 1/,. No prifoners. 

L ANCAS HIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL, LANCASTER CASTLE. 

• • 

I HAD the pleafure to find fix cells made in the old ftable, ten feet 
two inches by fix feet eight inches, each having an aperture about 
two feet by one and a half : and two good rooms fitted up for an. 
infirmary in one of the towers. The debtors' rooms were white- 
' walhed, and cafements put in, their windows : the yard lowered and 
paved, which being on a defeent, may eafily be kept clean. Tlie 
aft- for preferring the health of prifoners, and the claufes againit 
fpirituous liquors hung up very confpicuoufly. The forgeon’s I'alary 
is ,^10 ; 10 : o. 

1779, May II, Debtors 7a. Felons &c. ii. imprefled Men 17. 

Z 2 


West .MO R 

I-.'V N i>. 


L.a nca- 

SHIRE. 


COUNTY 
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Cheshire. 


APPENDIX. 

C H E S T E R C I R C U I T. 

< f 

r 

C H E S H I R E. 

C 0 U N T Y G A 0 L, CHESTER CASTLE. 

. ’ ' . c- 

The county has built two good rooms for the gaoler,' and fitted up 
one room for a chapel. Chaplain now Rev. Mr. Willan. Salary, 30. 
Surgeon, Mr, Salary, none he makes a bill. 

1779, Aug. 27, Debtors 19. Felons &c. 4. 

•A *■ 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at MIDDLEWICH. 

A chaplain is appointed, the Rev. Mr. Leigh. Salary, ^<10. 
Duty, three times a week. — ^The prifoners were all witliout em- 
ployment. 

1779, Aug, 28, Prifoners 5. 

CHESTER CITY AND COUNT Y GAOL. 

I found the men felons night-room (very injtidicioufly, not to fay 
cruelly) funk feyeral feet,* To prevent the prifoners from being 
fuffocated, for want of air, two leaden pipes of about an inch diame- 
ter, are kid ia from the gateway. 

' 1779^ Aug. 27, Debtors 7. Felons &c. 5. 

CHESTER CITY BRIDE>iW£.LL. 

, No alteration. 

1779, Aug. 27, Prifoncr I. 

• There feems to have been 'the fame neglect hefe «Ca claufe in a late aft, that 
is noted in p. 139 ; which coold fcarcftljr havi hippenei ^^ d the aft been hung up 

as therein direfted. 

NANTWICH 



Chester Circuit. C H E S H I* R *»E. 

.NANTWICH PRISON, for debtors. c 

This prifon for the Manor or Barony of Wich-M/ilbAnk, othcrwife 
Nantwicb, is the property of the Earl of Cholmondeley . It confifts of 
two or three rooms in’ the keeper’s public houfe. 

* *779» Aug. 28 , Prifoners a. 

As the talVe of fees is of a late date, and fo comprehenfive, I here 
give the copy. t 

A Table of Fees, to be taken by Sheriff’s, Under-ffieriffs, Bailiffs, 
or other Officers within the County of Chejier, made, fettled and 
allowed, at the General Quarter Seflions — held at the Caftle of 
CheJler, in and for the faid County, the Fifteenth Day of ApriU 
1777, and in the 17th — Georgelll. before Sir T'homas Broughton^ 
Baronet, George Herons John 'Townjhend, ■ Charles Matntvaring, 
Samuel Bano-oj^ Samuel Finney, and Ilewy Qffley Wright, E/quires ; 
'''r.mucl Aldcrjcy, Robert Hill, and John Baldwin, Clerks, Jiiftices — 
in purfuance of an A<fl made in the jed year of George II. 


To tlft Bailiff for every Atieft, as under. 






S. D. 

For nn arrefl on an attachment for contempt 

— 

— 

0 : 

10 ; 0 

Vor a debt of loL and under 20/. 


— 

0 : 

10 ; 0 

i or a debt of 20/. and under 30/. 

— 

— 

0 : 

15:0 

For a debt of 30/. and under 50/, 

— 

— 

1 

i : 0 

For a debt of 50/, and under So/. 


— 

1 

: 5:0 

For a debt of So/, and under 100/. 


— 

] 

II : 6 

For a debt of 100/. and under 200/. 

— 

— 


2:0 

For a vicbt of 20c/. and under 500/. 


— 


12 : 6 

For a debt of 500/. and under lopo/. 

— 

•— 

3 

3 : 

For a debt of 1000/. and upwards 

— 

— 

5 

3 • 

Travelling charges to make fuch arreft, in cafe the arrcll be 

in ride 

lo • 


(except on an attachment for contempt) each mile 


I" ■ 

0 : () 

For 


>33 

H r s H 1 R i: 
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For Attendance on Arred to be taken as follows (except on an Attachment for Contempt.) \ 

Where the debt docs not exceed lopA for each day 2/. and each night 2/. 

Where the debt does exceed loo/.^nd is not 200/. for each day 3 /, and each night 3/. 

Where the debt docs exceed aooA for each day 4/. and each night 4/. 

Nothing to be taken for attendan^Hmlefs the defendant does not ofier ^ood bail in 
fix hoursi Or is ;noc difch^B in that time* * 

For executing every writ of Ca: fa : Ft : ffa : Levari facias , and wi*t 1 

of pofiefiioti* or other execution/ beftdes iherij|*s poundage 5 * ’ * • ® 

Travelling charges as in cafe of arreil. 

For pondufling every prifoner to gaol, or fo far as fuch prifoncr fhall 1 

.be conducted, in his way to gaol, each mile 3 ^ * * • ® 

« HouYe oxpencea whild in eadody before carrying to gaOl (but* not on 
the road) to be allowed after the rate of 2/. 6^. for every twenty* 
four hours, and fp in proportion for a lefs time, all expences of 
prifoners and bailiffs ioclpded. . . 

For making every dtftrefs for rent, under 20/. — — o ; 5:0 

For 20/. and under ioo 4 . t— — — • o : 6:8 

For above 100/. , — — o : 10 ; 6 

For attending goods under didrels, or taken into execution, for every j 

twenty-four hours, until ^e fale is finifhed, one perfon 2/. 6^* >0 : 4:0 

if two perfons 3 

*■ Cl 

Travelling charges to make fuch didrefs, and houfe expences, as in cafe of arred. 

No further or other allowance to be taken on account of bailiffs followers, but 
every bailiff to pay his own followers out of the above fees. 


And it is ordered by the laid Court, that this Table of Fees be 
printed, and immediately difperfed throughout the faid County, by the 
Clerk of the jPeatie thereof. And to thjeend that noftjjft’iff, under-lherifF, 
bailiff, or other officer or miiufitipr, may plead ignorance of the law, 
they may hereby take notice, tfaai nQtic of them are to take any other 
or "reater fee or reward than .wImI: is, above let forth and allowed, 
upon the pains contained in .the ffid ' 

n jPy the Court. 

COUNTY 



Chester Circuit. F‘ L I N T S f R E. 

COUNTY GAOL at FLINT. 

t • 

No alteration, only the allowance reduced to a pound of bread 

a day each. This was occafioncd by tlie prifoners not being fatisficd 

with th» former kind allowance of ts, 6d. in bread, and 6</. in money 

fer week. This gaol is^alfo a bridewell. 

1779, Aug. 27, Debtor i. Felons &c. 3. 

RULES to be obferved within the Gaol of Flint. 

1. All prifoneijs to ,behave — relpe< 5 tfully to keeper — Whoever — 
ftrike or a/Tault any — to be puniflied by a juftice at diferetion. 

2. No curfing or fwearing — No gaming in the hall nor in private. 

3. Prifoners to retire to their refpedtive rooms — from Lady-day to 

• ^ ^ 
Michaelmas at nine — from Michaelmas to Lady-day at eight — 

To be let- out in the morning — from Lady-day to Michaelmas 

at fix — Michaelmas to Lady-day at eight. 

4. Friends or relations — to bring neceflarics, — being — fearched for 
inllruments if required— Not to ftay long — without leave, except 
in— ficknefs— nor after the hours of locking up. 

5. The prifoners for felony and mifdcmcanors lhall keep in the upper 
ward-— except leave to'*the contrary, and then not to intermix 
with the debtors. 

6. No prifoner to remove— rthe keeper’s beds, &c.— nor his own 
bed — without gaoler’s confent. 

7. Prifoners may bring their own beds, and take them away. If 
they choofe the keeper’s bed — pay two fhillings at the end of 

' every week. Upon non-payment the gaoler may take the bed, 
and put the prifoner to lie in any other room as is ufual for 
prifoners who canri^l bring beds or pay chamber rent. 

A a 


m 


i «5 


Flint- 


8. That 
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Flint- 

shire. 


Denbigh- 

shire. 


AT P E N D I ,X. 

^ , 'liv 

8. That the public rooms-*-be kept and made clean daily;— by the 
prifoners.' 

9. That no prifoners Ihall have any ofFenfive >ycapons — or inftru- 
ments — that may conduce^to their efcape. 

At the General Quarter Seffions held at Holywell — lath July — 

George ll. 1759. “ 

We whofe Names are hereunto fubfcribed his Majefty’s Juftices of 
the Peace affembled in open Seffions aforefaid approve of the 
above Rules to be obferved within the Gaol of Flmt. 

• 9 

Roger Mojlyn, John Glynne, David Pennant, 
Thomas Hughes, Thomas Thomas. 

William Wjnue, Clerk of the Peace. 

Another COUNTY BRIDEWELL at HANMER. 

Two rooms in a ruinous thatched houle. No court : no water : 
no employment. Fees, ;^s. 6 d. 'No table. Claufcs of aft againft 
fpirituous liquors not hung up. Keeper’s falary, ;^io j out of which 
he pays rent for the houfe. 

1779, Aug. 29, NOj^prifoners. 

DENBIGHSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at RUTHIN. 

No alteration, but the glafs taken from the windows of the cells, 
becaul'e the prifoners complained that they were too clofe and ofFen- 
five. The county has furnilhed each of the debtors rooms with an 
iron bcdftcad, two chairs, a tablcj and a fender. 

177 9> Aug. 26, Debtors 2 . ^Ibns&c. 2. 

COUNTY 



Chester Circuit. D E N B I G H S H*I K E, &c. 
COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

ft ft 

WREXHAM. No alteration. I7^9> July 26, Prifoners 2. 

DENBIGH. A ruinous houfe. No court; no water: no fewer. 
— A-hd under the Town-hall the Black Chamber, twenty-four feer 
by ten, is ufed as’ a prifon. — Keeper’s falary, ^ 6 ', out of which 
he pays to the parilh ^^3 rent for the houfe. 

1779, Aug. 26, No prifoners: one diftrafted man : t'WO paupers. 

M *0 N T G O M E R Y S H I.R E. 
COUNTY GAOL at MONTGOMERY. 

A large brewhoufe is built for the gaoler. There might be a room 
over it for a chapel, much more convenient than that now ufed. 

1779, May 16, Debtors 4% Felons &c. 3. Impreffed Man i. 

COUNTY Bl^IDEWELL at MONTGOMERY. 

No alteration. Keeper’s falary, ,^13 ; 13 : 4. No fees. No 
allowance. No materials for work. 

1779, May 16, Prifoner i. 

N O RiT H WALES CIRCUIT. 

• ANGLESEY. 

COUNTY GAOL at BEAUMARIS. 

No alteration. 

* 779 > J'^^y Debtors 4. Felon &c. i. 

Aa2 CARNAR- 
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D K N B I C K - 
SIIIRF. 


Montgo- 
mery SHIRK 


Anglesey 
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Carnar- 

vonshire, 


Merio- 

nethshire, 


,C A R N A R V O N S H I R E. 

COUNTY G A 0 ,L. at C A R N A RV O N. 
This gaol, which is alfo the bridewell, in a ruinous condition. 
1779, July 84, Debtors 5. Fdon &c, i. 


MERIONETHSHIRE. 

COUN-TY GAOL at DO LG ELLY. 

Allowance now 3,1. ja week for each prifoner, paid to the gaoler. 
A chaplain and furgeon are appointed : and the windows have 
cafements. 

1779, Aug. aj:. Debtors 3. Felons &c. 2. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

-V • 

DOLGELLY. Two rooms under the town-hall. No court : no 
water : no employment. Keeper, the county gaoler. Salary, ^ 6 , 

1779, Aug, 25, No prifoners. 

BALA. Two rooms adjoining to the town-hall, %even feet fquare. 

, ' 

Allowance, 3J. a week each, paid to the keeper. ,No court : no 
wa.ter; no employment. Keeper’s falary, 2. 

1779, Aug. a6, Nq, prifoners. 


COUNTY 
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Carmarthen Circuit. • CARDIGAII^SHIRE. 

. COUNT Y GAOL AT CARDIGAN. 

• • 

No alteration. Very dirty, and abouifds with vermin, as is often 
the cafe where there is no water. 

i779» 4> Dcbtotis^ 2 . Felons &c.* none. 

E M B R O K E S H I R E. . 

COUNTY GAOL AT HAVERFORDWEST. 

No alteration, but clean and lately whitc-wafhed. An aft is 
paffed for building i new gaolj which, I am informed, is to be 
where the old caftlc now Hands. 

1779, June 5, Debtor 1. Felons &c. a. 

f 

HAVERFORDWEST TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. ‘ 
No alteration for the convenience of prifoners. 

1779, June 5, Debtor, one Woman. 

PEMBROKE TOWN GAOL. 

Two roomsi no court*, no water, no fewer. {See French Prifoners, p. 99.) 

CARMARTHENSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL, CARMARTHEN CASTLE. 

No alteration. At two of my vifits, here were a number of idle 
and profane people playing at tennis. This is one of the bad efFcfts 
of licences in gaols. 

1779, June 4, Debtors 14. Felons &c. 8. 

COUNT Y-B O R O U G H-G A O L. 

No alteration j probably never was wafhed: abounds with vermin. 
1779, June 4, Debtors none. Felon &c. i. 


CaRDIC A N- 
SHIRL. 


Pembroke- 

shire. 


Car m ar- 

Tll f. NSH 1 Rl:. 


S 0 U T 1 1 
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Radnor- 

S H I Pv E . 


Brecon- 

shire. 


Glamor- 
C ANbHlRE. 


SOUTH w ALE S CIRCUIT. 

*R* A D N p R S H I R E. 

COUNTY GAOL at PRESTEIGN. 

No alteratian. The gaol , ruinous, and 'the walls propped up. 
Gaoler’s falary now ;£5 : 5 : o. , 

1779, May 17, Debtors, 2. Felons See. *2. 

B R E C O N S'H IRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at BRECON. 

A new gaol and bridewell now building out pf the town near the 
river. The fituation is too low, fo that fometimes it may be expofed 
to floods. 

• * 779 > Debtors 3. Felons &^c. 3. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at BRECON 
Difeontinued, and the Prifoners Pent to the county gaol. 

BRECON TOWN GAOL. 

‘ No alteration. 

1779, June 3, No prifoners. 

GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at CARDIFF. 

No alteration, but a chaplain npw appointed, the Rev. Mr. Evans-, 
duty, Sunday and Wednefday; falary, ,^30 : and to the furgeon’s 
falary is added ,^20. A table of fees was hung up, But figned only 
by the Jiiflices. • ^ 

In not one of the gaols in the four WoUh Circuits was the aft for 
preferving the health of prifoners hurtg up. 

177 0. Tune 8. Debtors 2. Felons &c. none. 


Glamorgan- 
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Glamarganjhire, A Table of Fees and Chamber Rent to be 
taken by the Gaoler, and'alfo the Rates he Ihail iaipofe on each 
Pcifoner that makes ufe of the Gaoler’s Bed and Bedding, and 
Diretlions for his Cjovernment of the Prifon and Prifoners in his 
Cuftody, made in purfuance of the Statute in that cafe made and 
provided. • 

C. S. D. 

To the gaoler or turnkey at the receiving each prifoncr into hij cuftody, 7 . j . q 

and which ftiall be paid by fuch prifoner before he is difeharged 3 
To the gaoler upon the difeharge of each prifoncr — 0:6:8 

For the lodging oi?each prifoncr in either of the fore-ftreet chambers 
(the largelt of which Ihall contain no more than three beds and 
the other two beds) fuch prifoncr finding his own bedding and 

bed cloaths each night, feven farthings 

For the lodging cf each prifoner in either of the fore-ftrect chambers 

when the gaoler finds fuch prifoner with a fufficient feather bed, >0:0:3*. 
’'olfter and bed cloaths, three pence halfpenny per night 3 

For the lodging of each prifoncr in cither of fuch fore-ftreet rooms • 
at the gaoler’s finding a flock bed, dull bed, or other coarfe ' 
ordinary bed and ied cloaths, two pence halfpenny per night 
For the lodging of each prifoncr in any or either of the other chambers ^ 

or rooms in the gaol, when the gaoler finds fuch prifoner with a >0 : o : 2 
fuflkicnt feather bed, bolller and bed cloaths, two pence per night 3 
For a flock, dud, or other ordinary bed and bedding, one penny per night 0:0:1 

That all the prifoners in his cuftody ftiall be at liberty to fend out 
of the gaol for what viduals and drink they think fit, gratis-, and 
that the gaoler for the time being (hall not by compulfion or other- 
wife oblige any prifoner in his cuftody to buy any meat or drink of 
him, but if the prifoners or any or either of them fliall out of choice 
deal with fuch gaoler for their provifion or other thing, that tlicii 
fuch gaoler fliall fupply fuch prifoners with fufficient provifions and 
drink at reafonablc rates. 



Glamor 

G A N S H l R 


That 
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APPENDIX. 

I 

That if any difTerence ihould happen to arife between the giolee 

<-ANSHlRE. , -r • * i ^ " 

and prifoners regard to the goodnefs of the beds orbexi deaths 
or the goodnefs and price of the provifions the gaoler fliall find fuch 
prifoners with, that then fuch .difference lhall be fubmitted- to the 
arbitration of thfi treafurer of the faid county for the time beingj, who 
is hereby defired, and far as we can, empowered, to fettle and 
adjuft fuch differences and give fuch relief therein as fhaVi be reafon- 
able and juft to the party grieved, and if it lhall happen that either 
party lhall think himfelf aggrieved by fuch adjuftment, he may appeal 

from fuch order or determination as fuch treafurer lhall make in the 

• • • 

matter to the next Gcheral Quarter Selfions of the Peace to be holden 
for the faid county. 

,In order to enforce, the prifoners in the faid gaol to pay duly and 
regularly for fuch chambers as they lhall take, or fuch beds, bed 
deaths, meat and drink as fuch gaoler lhall find them with at the 
prices and in manner aforefaid. We do hereby give the gaoler, upon 
their neglefl and refufal of payment for one whole month together, 
liberty to turn them out of their faid rooms and* chambers into the 
common rooms, until fuch time that they lhall have fully and bona 
fide paid what lhall be fo due from them to the faid gaoler. 


MUy. Richards j Morgan^ Roger Powell. 

Michaelmas Quarter Selfions, 1739. 


COUNTY 
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19, 


CCTU^TY BRIDE^BLI at COWBRIDGE. 

V . 

I- « ^ * 

In each of the "twd new rooms> befides the winuow, mere are five . 
apertures of aBopt a foot diameter for the circulation of air. Couit 
hot leciyie ; no water. 

*779* , 7> Prifoncrs a. 

* £l 


C A.R"D 1 F,F T d W G A u L.. 

Two rooms aithcd With brick under the tdwn-hall. No court ; 

ho fewer} no water. , ' •. ^ 

* ' * % 

*779* O**® Debtor. 

. • . 

%■ 

SWANSEY t O V N GAOL. 

* 

One loom in the Ci>J}le for debtors j and a dark room for felons See. 

• « 

under the town-ball. * 

9 •4. 

1779 , June 7 ,- No prifoners. 


Gl AMOR 
G AN 
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C O N C L 


U S I O N. 


H aving thus, according to my ability, completed the'defign 
I had engaged in, it was my intention iininediately to have 
retired to the tranquil enjoyment of that'eafy competence a kind 
Providence has bellowed upon me: — happy ip the idea, that I had 
in fomc degree been the inftrument of .alleviatirvg the I'ufferings of a 
numerous and unhappy fet of people, and had excited the attention of 
my countrymen to an important objc^l of civil policy. May I be 
permitted, too, to fay, that 1 felt additional fatisfaftion, in having 
avoided giving any poflible occafipn to impute what I had done 
to fclf-interefted views. For as nothing but a confeioufnefs of duty 
could have enabled me to go through all the difagreeable feenes 
which lay in my way, fo I had the happinefs of being placed- out of 
the reach of any. other incitements. 

My refolution of refigning all further public concern in this 
/natter v/as, however, broken in. upon by . the urgent perfuafions of 
I'ome, who were pleafed to think me a proper perfon to affift in the 

• fiiper- 



C O N C L U S I.‘0. N. 

■* I 

fuperintehclence of one of thofe great and ufeful plans I had recom- 
mended''f0^he. notice of the public. I was the more readily induced 
to comply with their felicitations, from a’confidence that the perfons 
alTociated with me had the fame' general ideas with myfelf relpedting 
the execution of the pro’pofed plan, and would co-operate in it with 

the gteateft zeal and intelligence. . 

# 

It remains now to be* tried, how far the wife and humane intentions 
of the legillature can be accomplilbed in this country ; and in what 
degree we can avail ourfelves of thofe. lights, which it was the 
particular purpofc ofnay foreign journeys to coUeft. 


Bb2 


1- A u 1 e 
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TABLE L 


De par les Commiffaires pour le Soih des Malades & des BlelTes de 
la Marine^ et pour TEchange des Priibnniers de Gyerrc. 


REGLES quc tous Ics Prifonpicia de Guerre, dans la Breta^ni', Sc 

doivent obfcrvei. 


ES ordrcs donncs par PAgen.t, aiant foindes prifonniers, dpivcnt etre obferves 
fans replique ou difpute. Qu’aucun dci> pfifonniers ofe inlultw; mcnacer, 
nialtraiter, a encore moins frapper le'guicherier, ni perCnnc par PAgent employe 
r*ux afTaiics de la piifon, fous peine, d© la/punition'qvPordonneront; Mtilieurs Ics 
CommiiTaires, ct de pcrJre leur tour d’etre cchanges ; detre ctroitement enfermes, et 
privts dc la moitie de leur vivresw 

'Eous les prifonniers, lors que Pagent cn feta la revue, repondront A leurs noms ; 
ct fi dans la liile donnee a Pagent quelqiie errenr fc trouve, il« Pindiqueront, afin de 
la corriger et ainfi prevoir la confufion aui refultcroit des meprifes des noms. 

t'ou Ico prifonniers refufants de repondre a leurs noms A la I’evfie, feront punis 
l^r la privation de leuis vivres, jufqu’ a ce qu’il^ s’y fouiqcttent. 

IV. 

s’li arrive da dommage aux lieu oft les prifonniers feront gardes, foit voulknt 
^ cduippcr, ou aiUTmcnt, dc propos delibere ; lc3 frais dc la reparation feront payes 

‘ des 
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Ges vivres ae ccux qm auront ainfi contrevcnu ; et fi les coupables nc pcuvent arc 
decoiiverts, Ics prifonnicrs enfemblc contribucront de leiirs vivres, aux Irais do 
cette reparation.'^ 

. ' ■ ■ ‘ V. 

QuicoNcyjn: s’ccliappcra de.prifon, etaht repris, y fera mis au cachot ; et n’y 
aura quo^demi-ration de vivres, jufqu’ a ce qu’il aura ainfi payd le% frais fails pour Ic 
falfir ct^e ramener ; dc plus il perdra fon tour d’echange ; un oiftcier ainfi cen- 
tre venant, .fera dits-Iors regarde ct traite comme fimplc matelot. 

VI. . ^ . 

Ii/eit defends dc fc battre, fe quercber, ou faire defordre dans les prifons, ou aux 
endroits oh il fera permis aux prifonniers cfc- prendre I'air, fous pcinc de punitioii 
felon que Toflencc Tfxigcra , • ' 

VII. 

Li:s prifpns^fcront tenues nettes propres par les matelots, et cela tour a tonr, 
comine Tagent Pordonnera; tout matelot qui refufera cc fcrvicc a fon tour, A qui 

cn aura cte averti, fera privc de fes vivres jufquc’ a cc qu*il s’y foumette. 

* • . ' 

VIII, 

I.ts prifonnicrs doivent informer Tagent, des liardes, ou autres cliofes doiit ils 
peuvent avoir befoin, et pour ielqucls ils auront dcqnol payer ; ct Tagent a ordre 
non iculement dc pcrrrfettre quails cYi foiciit fournis, mais aufli d^avoir un fuin tout 
puticulier, qu’op nc leur^en impofe dans Ics prlx. 

IX. 

Da.xs chaque prifon les prifonnicrs pourront nommtr trois, ou cinq d^mtre cu\, 
i t les changer quand il leur plaira, pour I’examcn des vivres ; afin dc voir s’ils font 
bons, ont Icur ration, foit po.ur'Ie poids, foit pour la mclure ; fuivaiu la tabic 

iravituaillement oi-deffuus. F-'t s’il trouye quclque fujet dc plaiiitc, foit fur la 
nianiere dc les appreter, * fervir/ ou dans quciqu’autre chofc ; ils doivent, avee 
bienfeance, Ic faire favoir a Tagent ; qui, trouvant la, plainte fomlcc, doit imiu';- 
diatefnent y mettre ordre. &’il le neglige, ils doivent cn avertir Mcllicurs les Com • 
niiflaires, qui ne mauquerdnt pas de kur rendre julUcc, a tons cgaids, 

X. 

Les bpufiquiers (cxcepte ceux qui trafiquent dans des chofes qu’il nc con\ieiU ra^ 
dc \cndre a des prifonnicrs,) feront permis de refter ii la grand; porto, d;p ;i . di.v 


licurc" 



T A B . L B -5, 


hcurcs du rnMin jurqa’ a irois hcurcs <!c Vapres xnidi, pour vendre Icur mcrchandilesi 
a tclii prironnicrs, qui font en fonds pour les payer fur Ic champ. 

XI, 

" / 

Celu [ d’cntre les prifonniers qui ofera par ce moycn procurer des liqueurs, ou autre 
chofes cVea. qui nc convierinent pas a &n prifonnier d*^voir, ou qui reccyra, ou.liyrcra 
aucune lettre, fera puni de Tabus qu’il aura'fait de cette indulgence. 
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An Account^ of tlic N'umeer of Prisoners in the Cjao].'- ap^! 
Prilons of England and Wales, at the Time they v.crc viftch 
in 1779. 


AS feme County _g«cA arc alfo the county where petty are not 

always fe[)aratcd from fjons ; in tliofc places 1 include I'Ctty under the article 

felons ye, 'J^he renfon of wy dilUnguiiliing the mbtorsy is to fliew that a room 

or two in tiic gaoler’s Iioufe may probably be fnhicient for them, inilcad of a Op:ir:itc 
ward, as propolcd in Iny gcilcral plan for a county gaol (edit, i.) I have omitted 
mentioning all tliofe prisons in which, at the time of my vifuing, there were no 
per Ions con lined. 
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i ... - f. .. I Ivjvc vJlitcd all the County gaols, and I think all the County hrulc’.vclh, as alfo many 
' 1 I 'L c. :} M.'.tion and private -prope: ty prifons, yet a* there are fome few of the two latter which I 
ad sv.5t in we may add //x/[y more prifoners on their account j and llien jirohably we fliali 

t .'\c ’^.arly i‘,e a\(r r:c number of perfgns confiuccTat one time in Uie prifons of this kinvdoin. 
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T HE END, 



DIRECTIONS to the BOOX-BINDER. 


The Plates arc to be inferted as follows : 

p A c; r 

Breda Houfe of Correction, i& face - 22. 

Rome, front of the Prifon, to face - - 44* 

■■■■■■ ■ IXoufe of Correction, to yaa: - - 50. 

Milan, Houfe of Correction,’ r/? face - t 62. 

Bern, Employment of Criminals,^ two Plates, to face 66. 

Ballille, to face *- - - S?. 








